Ralph  C.  Link 
153  Keck  Road 
Sarver,  Pa.   16055 
(412)  352-1103 


Born:    April  9,  1929,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Married:    December  15,  1951 
Wife:    Shirley  Margaret  Neill 

Born:  December  8,  1930,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Children:   Ralph  Dale  Link,  born  May  11,  1955,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Lloyd  Alan  Link,  born  May  28,  1958,  Pittsburgh,  Pa 
Nancy  Lynn  Link,  born  March  15,  1961,  Butler,  Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated  from  Perry  High  School,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
June  19  4  7 

Lay  Ministry  School,  Penn  West  Conference  of  United 
Church  of  Christ,  September  1965  to  May  1969 

Commissioned  Lay  Minister  June  1969 

Lancaster  Theological  Seminary,  Lancaster,  Pa., 
September  1970 

Graduated  from  Lancaster  Theological  Seminary  May  197' 

Ordained  to  Christian  Ministry  March  10,  1974 


PASTORATES: 


As  Lay  Minister:   short  term,  1  month  or  less  in 
various  churches  1965  to  1967 

Emlenton  Lamartine  Charge  of  United  Church  of  Christ 
1967  to  1969 

Short  term  in  various  churches  1970   until  Seminary 
entrance  July  1970 

July  1970  to  December  1973  Student  Pastor  at  Trinity 
Charge,  New  Bloomfield,  Duncannon,  Pa.,  Penn  Central 
Conference,  United  Church  of  Christ 

December  1973  to  present,  St.  Paul's  United  Church  of 
Christ,  Butler,  Pa.,  Penn  West  Conference,  United 
Church  of  Christ 


PERSONAL  TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph  C.  Link 


I  am  the  youngest  of  five  children.   I  was  born  just  prior  to 
the  onset  of  the  Depression.   Our  family  was  very  poor.   My  father 
was  an  alcoholic  and  my  mother  was  a  very  religious  person  who  was 
searching  for  the  Lord.   During  my  childhood  she  did  her  best  to 
teach  me  the  things  of  the  Lord.   Later  in  life  she  came  to  a 
personal  relationship  with  Him. 

I  grew  up  in  the  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church  where 
salvation  by  grace  alone  was  not  preached  nor  taught.   I  knew  all 
about  Jesus,  what  He  did,  how  He  lived,  His  miracles,  His  death 
and  resurrection,  but  I  didn't  know  Him  personally. 

My  life  had  many  ups  and  downs  and  all  the  while  I  was 
attending  church  and  striving  with  my  good  works  to  please  God. 
At  a  very  low  point  in  my  life  when  we  were  deeply  in  debt  and  my 
wife  and  three  children  were  all  ill,  I  came  to  the  crossroads.   I 
watched  a  Billy  Graham  Crusade  on  television  from  some  distant 
city  and  the  message  he  preached  seemed  to  be  directed  right  at 
me.   I  wrestled  with  making  that  commitment  to  Christ,  but  didn't. 
The  next  afternoon  and  evening  at  work  on  the  4  to  12  shift  I  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  I  needed  to  make  that  commitment  to  Christ. 
It  seemed  like  there  was  no  other  choice  if  life  was  to  have  any 
meaning.   That  night  when  I  came  home  from  work  at  1:00  A.M.,  I 
laid  face  down  on  the  living  room  floor  and  told  God  that  I 
couldn't  live  my  life  in  my  own  strength  and  I  accepted  the  gift 
of  salvation  from  my  Savior  Jesus  Christ.   My  life  has  never  been 
the  same. 

Through  several  meaningful  circumstances  I  was  called  by  God 
to  serve  Him  in  the  Christian  Ministry  and  to  help  spread  that 
wonderful  message  of  salvation  through  the  shed  blood  of  Jesus 
Christ.   What  a  wonderful  and  rewarding  time  it  has  been  and  I 
give  Him  all  the  praise  for  my  salvation  and  the  opportunity  to 
serve  Him. 


STATEMENT  OF  FAITH 

OF 

Ralph  C.  Link 


I  believe  the  Bible,  both  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  to  be 
the  inspired  inerrant  Word  of  God.   I  believe  the  Bible  is  the 
complete  revelation  of  His  will  for  the  salvation  of  men  and  it 
is  the  final  authority  for  the  Christian  faith  and  life. 


I  believe  in  one  God,  who  is  eternally  existent  in  three 
persons:   Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit. 

I  believe  in  the  Diety  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  that  He  is 
true  God  and  true  man.   I  believe  that  He  was  born  of  the 
Virgin  Mary,  that  He  lived  in  sinless  life,  that  He  performed 
the  miracles  recorded  in  Scripture,  that  He  died  on  the  cross 
as  a  sacrifice  for  our  sins,  that  He  bodily  arose  from  the 
dead,  that  He  ascended  on  high  where  He  is  at  the  right  had  of 
Almighty  God  as  our  intercessor. 


I  believe  in  the  Holy  Spirit  and  that  He  comes  and  indwells 
each  believer  at  the  time  of  conversion.   I  believe  that  He 
lives  in  each  believer  to  lead,  to  instruct,  and  to  convict  so 
that  a  believe  may  live  a  more  godly  life. 

I  believe  that  through  the  shed  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
through  His  resurrection,  this  is  the  only  ground  for 
justification  and  salvation  for  all  who  receive  Him  A  Lord  and 
Savior  and  to  such  as  receive  Him,  they  are  born  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  become  children  of  God. 


I  believe  water  baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper  are 
ordinances  of  the  Church  but  are  not  means  of  salvation 


I  believe  in  the  personal  and  premillennial  and  imminent 
coming  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 


I  believe  in  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  for  the  believer 
to  resurrection  of  life  and  joy  with  the  Lord,  for  the 
unbeliever  to  resurrection  of  judgement  and  everlasting 
punishment . 


ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF   CHRIST 
Sutler,    Pennsylvania 
Second  Sunday  After  Christmas  <D»kwARY  5,    (975 

Rev.    Ralph  C,    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Marilyn  Stephenson,    Organist 
Mr,    Ralph   Cooper,    Choir  Director 
Ricky  Vinroe,    Terry   McClimans   -  Acolytes 

ORCCS   FOR  WORSHIP    11:00  A.M. 
Prelude:  hGd„  Himself-    is  With  Us"  Peerv 

Si  lent  Prayer 
*Proctss  iqnal  Hymn  Mo*   123    "As  with  gladness  men  of  old" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
"Exhortation 

""Confession    (In  Unison)    "Gracious   God,    Father   of  our   Lord 
Jesus   Christ,    you   have   promised    to  receive  us  when  we   come 
to   you*     We  confess   that  we  have  sinned  against   you    in 
thought,    word    and    deed.      We   have  disobeyed   your   law. 
We  have   not  loved   you   or   our  neighbors   as   we   should. 
Forgive  us,    0  God,    and    brant   that   we  may   live   and   serve 
you    in   newness   of   life!    through   Jesus   Christ   our  Lord,    Amen. 
*Ky«ie  [Choir,    Congregation   and   Pastor) 

•Assurance   of   Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
*Prai se 

*Pastor:      '0   Lord  open  our   lips. 

^People:      And   our  mouth   shall   show  forth   thy  praise 
*Doxo&qgy     No-   551  Brot  Bibles? 

Scripture   Lesson!  Numbers    Itl    1-9   Read   Gen"? 

Hymn  No.     \2&      "Thou   oIdst   leave  Thy   throne" 
♦Affirmation  of  our  Faith   (Apostles'    Creed) 
*Glor1 a   Patri 
*Call   to   Prayer 

* Pastor:      The  Lord   be  with   you. 
•Peoples     And  with   thy  spirjt. 
*  Pas  tor.!      Let  us   Pray. 
*Prayer   and   Prayer  Response 
Offer! ng 

Offertory  "Consecrat i on"  W] lbqn 

Solo:        "Old  Rugged  Cross"   (Tewor  Saxaphqne  -Rol  Thompson) 
Sermon:  "CUCUMBERS.    ONIONS,    AND   GARLIC" 

Prayer  and   Lord's  Prayer 


4*,/* 


' 


fHvMN  of  Dedication  No.      299      "Lead  on.    0   KiaG   eternal.1" 
*8enedictidn  and   Three   Fold   Amen 
Organ  PqstLude!      "Tune    Fop  a   Trumphet"  Martin 

----------  *c0ngresati on  standing  -  -  -  -  -  - 

The   Lovely    Flowers   on   the  Altar  have   seen   placed   sy 
Mr,    &  Mrs.    Oavid   Renbel    in   memory  of'^Grandfarentb11 
Arch   and  Nora  Renscl, 
Serving   as   Ushers   today   are:      *Allen   Bqtacchi,    John 
Redman,    Dan  Bosko,    Robert   Kamjer,    Charles    Penar. 
Deacon  and   Mrs.    Charles   Penar  wjll    represent  Council 

AT    THE    DOOR   TOOAY.       f?A/A*?Z*±-     fits?,***-    ^//^  y*#.e$*     &/*AvS. 

Nursery  will  be   provided  today   by  Mrs.    Sharon/- /&>■»&     /** 

Stauffer  and    Laurel   Stauffer.  fPi-Ar.    tfAt-jnw 

The  attendance  Last  Sunday  was    !  SO.  |/  fi-f**,-*-    ftt^jt-t-tAtfj  - 
--^Hospitalized:      Mrs.    Emma   Meg  i  nbotham,    Mrs.    Grace   -    I/:'!/r  /y 
Charlton,    Mrs,    Dorothy   Nicholas,      Mr.    8.  Mrs.    Bruce  * 

Pencil   brought   their   new  baby   home  -  312   Hickory   St. 
Mqn.    -  7:30  -  WOMEN'S  MARY   PRUGH  CIRCLE 
"7* Wed.    -  7  00  -  CHURCH  COUNCIL  MEETING 

Thurs.    -  The  NEWSLETTER  will   be   published  -   all  material 
»         to   be    I w  by  Wednesday. 

Fr|.  -  9^0  P.M.  -  ARC  WILL  GO  BOWLING  ~  BoWLAwAY 

Lanes  -  Lunch   at   the   Bqwlaway   afterwards.      Richard 

Bartons    are    tn  charge   of  Bowling  Party, 
J>All  Organ]  zat  ions   should   have  at   least  one  representa- 

trve  present  -  pres,    3r  v.    pres.    today  at    1^0  to 

set   up   the   Programs    kor   the  Year  book  -   This    is 

very   important  this  also    includes   pres ,   v.    pres. 

Sec'y,    and   Treas.    on  Council. 
*>-The  Committees  will  be  set  up  at   3:00  P.M.    today 

after  the  Program  calandar  -  this    includes    the 

Executive   Board  of  Council   and   Treasurers. 
y  All  Organizations    should  have    reports    in   for   Yearbook 

as   soon  as   possible., 
The  Congregational  Dinner  and  meeting    js   Set   for 

January  26   at   5:30  P,M,      We  are  running   close  to 

schedule,    -  so  please  get  them  ready   and    In. 
Please  do   not   use   any  more    197^   envelopes   -   the   only 

ones  to  be  posted  now  are  for  1975- 
,The  material  for   the   Newsletter  -  Jan,    and    Feb.    has 

not  been  received  to  date,    however,   we  hope  that   it 

I       WILL     BE     HERE     IN    TIME    TO     SEND    OUT    WITH     THE     NEWSLETTER. 

fi /:,<■,:-     in.--     v/elcone  visitors: sign  ca:        *ook 
greet  people  next  to  you. 


grt  dap  29  saw  many  buckle  und  str  end  by  -jump 
bldg  bridge  j^y 

Somel  say  if  another  dep  twice  many  do  so 
1  erhaps  rt 
1  thing  cert  we  all  aooust  liv  in  affluence 

affl  sudd  take  away,  very  exist  threten 

raise  societ  which  most  never  seen/lived 
naj.   cime 
many  respect  cause  probs  4  them, 
they  desire  launch  marria  new  hous/car  etc, 
lure  mom/dad,  who  work  10  -  15-  ao  yr  2  do 

have  seen  yg  peop  tear  dn/des troy/burn  Bcause  imp 
2  change  things  4  better  F 

f^I  al?°  See?  ^ortase  creat  Bcause  greed  sum  lge 
indus  8e  sua  xndivs 
3een  lge  3cale  corrup  govt  all  levels 
all  this  mainly  Bcause  we  accus  hav  much/desire 
have  more/more  in  all  ages  levels  society 
So  when  look  back  yern  4  things  jester?   that  we 
equate  with  mafc  societ  better  1/better  1  .which  live, 
we  look  wrong  direc  ' 

insted  look/thin-  things,  need  insted  look/thi  k 
values 

■ie   lost  sens  valu3  this  at  root  prob 
no  longer  accep  honesty  best  policy 
insted  accep  use  what  means  accompl  end 
no  long  compl  accep  morality  how  shud  live  gov  liv 
accep  insted,  "do  own  thing"  "what  turns  on" 
as  rule  of  liv 
no  long  live  what  God  wua  have  do  as  nat  &  indiv 
Insted  look  Messiahs  gov  8t  business 
I   0  then  wonder  why  world  in  mess 
But  all  not  lost,  there  yet  hope 
cure  not  easy,  may  req  sum  sacrif  our  parts 
.Ve  told  n;OV  official  may  have  titen  belt 
i erhap  this  bother  peop, 
no  hav  do  since  dep,  but  did  then  &  can  do  again 
Js  taunht  V/hat  oow  ;/ill  Ke-p, 
Wj9  eown  seeds  •:■.  now  mature;";  now  must  reap  them 
_  those  who  no  hav  Xp  in  lives  nothing  look  4  75  I 
those  do  have  promise,  "Lo  I  am  with  you  alwn 

even  unto  the  end  of  the~woria7TH -— i-1  ' 

1  I  come  2   end7"G-plan  purp  be  worked  out  ea 
(        mm  ea  day 

Times  pred  many  time  G'a  Word,  which  we  #0  thr 
nothing  stop  G'a  plan  B  fulfill 


"Cucumbers,  Onions,  and  Garlic" 

ors  11:5» 

■member  the  fish  which  we  did_eat_in_ . 

freely;  the  cucumbers,  and  the  melons,  and  the  leeks 
■  he  onions,  and  tTig'lgU'liuw — 

'.i'ho  think  coram  onion  import  role  life  peop? 
■■  cuc-.n-./  ;;-   0  as  well? 
in  11th  chap  Hum  read  as  scrip  this 
raan  no  change  much  3900*  yrc 

In  chap  read  peop  complain/2nd  yr  wanfier/Kjodesh-Bar 
nea. 

c.   group  outsiders,  "Mixed  Multitude"  KJV 
Egyptians  Living  Bible 
whatever,  they  outcasts  .igypt 
called  "Riff  Raff"  Jew  Scholar 
Mixed  Mult  &  Isites  homesick  ;gypt 
looked  back  8c  remem  sum  things  left  behind 

.  C-'tead  text  '■,   vs  5) 
They  say  these  no  avail/no  varie/manna  same  old 
(read  list  foods  in  bible) 

■,  native  Pales  eat  garlic  almost  everything 

Peop  complain  no  same  fo 
"    continually  look  backward 
Can  we  no  see  peop  this  day  do  same 
"   "    "   "   selves  on  display  this  scrip? 
How  many  time  hear/say,  how  thing  used  B 
"Good  old  days" 

probs  culture/way  life,  how  man:/        back, 
■one  lamp/no  central  heat/out  plumb. 
1  resent  day  better  desired  than,  houes  one  heat  rm 
take  bath  1cs  wk  tub  in  kit/thaw  froz  pipe  etc. 

Pres.  day  cond  prompt  many/many  peop  look  back 
yearn  for  "Cue,' Onions  ".   Garlic"  of  i\qypt 
Tend  beg  yr  look  back  remin  past  aay  i  share  dred 
of  unknow  future 
iiemin  fine  but  cannot  live  past 
what  gone,  merely  that,  gone  cannot  relive/reclai 
what  need  insted,  forward  look  approach  75 

Sure,  wether  bad  day  yr  past 
Bible  study  man,  "rejoi  74  over" 
(     -ed  75  not  2  brite/told  things  get  worse  B4  bette 

Tom  xaine  " These  are  the  times  that  try  men's  souls' 
they  are  indeed 


If  sound  like  prophecy  doom,  so  3  it 
I  look  as  opp  get  rt  G 
We  know  not  what  next  moment/day  bring  forth 
2nd  coming  Js  Xp  culd  B  2day,  2morrow/this  yr 
time  nor  hour  of  any  conseauence 
What  more  import  we  have  opp  look  bak  to  "Cucum, 

Onions  &  Garlic"  of  yester,  * 

o^  2  loo5f~ahed  toglor  "item  await  all  who  come  Xp 
75   stretch  B4  us  vast  unchart  C 
Ea  day  unfold  nu  revel  those  ope  harts  2  G 
Can  B  yr  rich  fulfill/enjoy,  regard  cloudv  dreary 
news  may  come  politic/world  trade/business  deals 
But  can  only  be  rich/reward/fulfill,  if  resolve 
seek  G's  guidance  in  His  Word 
by  come  Him  thru  Xp  daily  prayer 
&  desire  live  4  Him,  &  hav  Xp  daily  companion 
in  lives 

Jecision  ours 
Perhaps  sum  feel  want  75  B  diff 

"   not  sure  relationship  Xp 

"   feel  need  answers  2  life 
Hay  B  sum  want  reded  lives  to  Xp 

In  moment  give  chance  come  forward, 
if  want  speak  me  private  may  do  so 
just  get  up  &  come  forward 
r;;ood  way  2  start  new  yr 


Cucumbers,  Onions  &  G-arlic" 


Text:  Numbers  11:5, 


We  remember  the  fish  which  we  did  eat  in  Egypt  freely;  the  cucumbers,  and 
"the  melons,  and  the  leeks,  and  the  onions,  and  the  garlic." 

Scripture:  Numbers  11:1-9 

Who  would  think  that  something  as  common  as  an  onion  would  play  an  important 

role  in  the  life  of  a  people?   Or  for  that  matter,  cucumbers,  and  garlic 

as  well?   But  strangely  enough  we  read  of  it  in  the  11th  chapter  of  Numbers, 

which  we  read  as  our  scripture,  KJEtxHHX&HHXxKKxxEBEmxfciixx  for  this  morning. 

7,'e  can  see  from  this  episode  that  man  has  not  changed  too  drastically  in 

his  behaviour  in  the  more  than  5000  years  since  this  was  written.   But  let 

us  loo":  at  what  is  being  said  and  done  here. 

In  xxsxxxrxixJfcafKEX&xxHX  this  chapter  we  read  of  the  complaining  of  the 

ehkxk  as  they  were  wandering  in 
people  about  their  nresent  lot  in  ifrHxxilBtaEHEXXXMHiretKErKgx  the  second 

in  the  They  were 

year  sxxxiiKxr  wilderness. sra:H±KX±H:Kxasx Jtiut jtxsmxs  going  from  Sinai  to 
at  this  time. 
_Ead  e  sh- Barn e  a .   xkH^KsaKXsiHisxH±xi:kssa:xpKH?[xax!i±spisKSH!ix5CH!ix 

In  this  group  of  people  were  to  be  found  some  who  were  outsiders.   In 
other  words  they  were  not  Israelites,  and  they  are  identified  as "the 
mixed  multitude"  in  the  KJV.   In  the  H3V  they  are  called"rabble"  and  the 
Living  Bible  identifies  them  as  Egyptians.   These  people  were  from  Egypt, 
and  very  easily  could  have  been  classified  as  Egyptians,  but  whether  they 
were  actually  all  Egyptians  is  not  known.   All  that  can  be  really  de- 
termined, is  that  they  were  some  of  the  outcasts  of  Egypt,  as  were  the 
Israelites  with  whome  they  lived.   xs  They  have  been  identified  as 
"Riff  Raff"  by  a  Jewish  scholar.   But  the  mixed  multitude  and  the  Israel- 
ites began  to  become  a  little  "Homesick"  for  the  land  from  which  they  had 
fled.   They  began  to  look  back  and  remember  some  of  the  things  they  had 
left  behind.   They  said,  (read  text)  and  also  verse  5-   They  were  saying 
that  the  familiar  things  they  formerly  ate  were  not  available,  and  there 
was  no  longer  the  variety  of  food  they  formerly  had  and  the  manna  which 
was  being  supplied  by  God,  was  beginning  to  become  too  much  of  the  same 


thing.   The  poorer  class  of  people,  or  the  working  class  s£x^she±k  which 
uhese  people  were,  ate  (read  from  list  in  Bible),  bread,  (made  of  millet 
or  maize),  milk,  new  cheese,  eggs,  small  salted  fish,  cucumbers,  melons, 
gourds  of  a  great  variety  of  kinds,  leeks,  anions,  beans,  chick  peas,  lmpind, 
the  fruit  of  the  black  egg-plant,  lentils,  dates  and  pickles.   As  well  as 
garlic.   In  fact  it  is  said  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  find  a  native 
servant  in  Palestine  who  can  refrain  from  eating  garlic  with  almost  every- 
thing.  Thus  we  can  see  why  the  people  complained  of  not  having  the  fish 
which  abounded  in  Egypt,  as  well  as  the  cucumbers,  onions  and  garlic. 
What  this  also  shows  is  that  these  people  were  continually  looking  backward, 
and  lamenting  their  lot  in  life,  instead  of  looking  ahead  to  the  blessings 
that  would  come  in  the  future  from  almighty  God.   But  can  we  not  see  rax 
the  people  of  this  day  and  age  doing  and  acting  in  the  same  manner?   Can 
we  not  perhaps  see  ourselves  on  display  in  this  portion  of  scripture? 
How  many  times  have  you  heard,  or  even  remarked  yourself  about  how  things 
'used  to  be?   The  so  called  "Good  old  days." 

I  wonder  how  many  of  us  would  really  like  to  go  bask  to  kerosene  lanterns , 
houses  without  central  heat,  outside  plumbing,  and  some  of  the  other  things 
thatvwere  back  in  the  "Good  old  days?" 

We  have  problems  with  our  culture  and  our  way  of  life  and  we  all  agree  to 
this,  but  I  believe  it  is  more  to  be  desired  than  living  in  a  house  that 
ha^  only  one  heated  room,  the  kitchen.   Or  taking  a  bath  once  a  week  in 
a  washtub  in  the  middle  of  the  kitchen.   Or  thawing  out  frozen  pipes  in 
the  winter,  and  many  of  the  other  inconveniences  that  were  to  be  had  in 

those  days. 

have 
Our  present  day  conditions  ftstx  prompted  many,  many  people  to  take  that 

backward  look,  and  to  yearn  for  the  "Cucumbers,  Onions,  and  Garlic"  of 

Egypt.   We  tend  at  iirics  the  beginning  of  the  new  year  to  look  back  and 

to  reminisce  about  past  days,  and  share  our  dread  for  the  unknown  days  of 

the  future.   Reminiscence  is  fine,  but  we  cannot  live  in  the  past.   What 

is  gone,  is  merely  that,  gone  and  cannot  be  relived  or  reclaimed. 
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Jhat  is  needed  instead,  is  a  forward  looking  positive  approach  to  1975. 

;ure,  we  have  weathered  some  very  bad  days  in  the  year  just  past.   One  of 
the  men  at  Bible  ^tudy  yesterday  morning,  made  the  classic  remark  that 
we  should  rejoice,  because  197^  is  over.   The  predictions  h±  for  1975  in 
many  respects  are  not  too  bright,  and  we  are  told  things  may  get  worse 
instead  of  better.   Thomas  Paine  wrote,  "These  are  the  times  that  try 
men's  souls."   And  they  are  indeed. 

The  great  depression  of  1929  on,  saw  many,  many  people  buckle  under  the 
strain  and  end  it  all  by  jumping  from  buildings  and  bridges  by  the  hun- 
dreds.  Someone  has  remarked  that  if  we  had  another  depression  of  such 
proportion,  there  would  be  twice  as  many  destroying  themselves,   i erhaps 
that  estimate  is  right.   But  one  thing  is  for  certain,  and  that  is  we 
have  all  become  accustomed  to  living  in  affluence,  and  if  our  affluence  is 
3u  denly  taken  away,  ys  our  very  existence  will  be  threatened.   Our  young 
oeople  have  been  raised  in  a  society  in  which  most  of  them  have  never 
seen  or  lived  through  hard  times.   In  many  m±   respects  this  has  caused  prob- 
lems for  some  of  them,  for  they  desire  to  launch  out  in  their  married  life 
with  a  new  house,  a  new  car,  and  everything  Mother  and  Dad  an  have,  which 
took  them  10,  15,  20,  or  more  years  to  accumulate.  le   have  seen  young 
people  tear  down,  and  burn  and  destroy,  simply  because  of  their  impatience 
to  change  things  for  the  better.   But  we  have  also  seen  ±kKXKHK±5foaH&EXH±£ 
j^xHgKXEaAigsii^xteKESHssxEErxkiacEkMaxixwifek  shortages  created  because  of 
the  greed  of  some  large  industries,  and  of  :ktaxgKKH3±XH:gx±H  some  individuals, 
We  have  seen  large  scale  corruption  in  government  on  all  levels.    All  of 
this  has  come  about  mainly  because  we  are  accustomed  tovhaving  much  and 
the  desire  has  been  to  have  more,  and  more  in  all  ages  and  levels  of 
society. 

-jo  when  we  look  back  -,nd  yer,rn  for  the  things  of  yesteryear  that  we  equate 
with  making  fefe  our  society  a  better  one  or  a  better  one  in  which  to  live, 
we  are  looking  in  the  wrong  direction.   Instead  of  looking  and  thinking  of 
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taings,  we  need  instead  to  be  looking  and  thinking  of  values.  le   have 
■"  ost  our  sense  of  values,  and  this  is  at  the  root  of  our  problems.   We 
no  longer  accept  honesty  as  the  b;est  policy,  but  instead  accept  using 
whatever  means  to  accomplish  our  end.   We  no  longer  completely  accept 
morality  how  we  should  live  and  govern  our  lives,  but  we  accept  instead, 
"doing  your  own  thing,"  or  "whatever  tuims  you  on,"  as  our  rule  of  living. 
/Te  no  longer  seek  to  live  by  what  God  would  have  us  do  as  a  nation  and  as 
individuals,  but  by  looking  to  Messiahs  in  government  and  business. 
And  we  wonder  why  the  world  is  in  such  a  mess.  But  all  is  not  lost.  There 
is  yet  hope.   But  the  cure  is  not  easy  and  it  may  require  some  sacrifice 
on  our  part.   7e  are  told  by  government  officials  that  we  may.)  have  to 
pw  tighten  our  belts  a  bit.   Perhaps  this  is  what  is  bothering  most  people, 
because  we  have  not  had  to  do  this  since  the  days  of  the  depression.   But 
people  did  it  then  and  it  can  be  done  again  if  need  be. 

Tesus  taught  us  that  whatever  we  sow,  that  is  what  we  are  going  to  reap. 

have  sown  all  of  the  seeds  that  have  now  grown  to  maturity  and  are 
causing  the  problems,  and  so  we  now  must  cope  with  them.   To  those  who 
fesuKxna:cesii^±HHXKE  do  not  have  Christ  in  their  lives,  they  have  nothing 
to  look  forward  to  in  1975.   But  to  those  who  do,  we  have  tfce  promise, 
that,  7Lo,  I  am  with  you  always  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world."  The 
world  is  coming  to  an  end,  and  God's  plan  and  purpose  is  being  worked 
out  each  minute  of  each  day.   The  times  we  are  going  through  have  been 
predicted  many  times  in  God's  word,  and  nothing  can  stop  God's  plan  from 
being  fulfilled. 

Now  if  nil  of  this  sounds  like  a  prophecy  of  doom,  so  be  it.   But  I  l&ok 
upon  it  as  an  opportunity  to  get  right  with  God.   v/e  know  not  what  the 
next  moment  or  the  next  day  may  bring  forth.   The  Second  Coming  of  Jesus 
Christ  could  be  today,  or  tomorrow,  or  sometime  this  year.   The  time  nor 
hour  makes  icsxiiifxsEKHKS  is  of  any  consequence.   V/hat  is  important  is  that 
we  have  the  opportunity  to  look  back  to  the  "Cucumber,  Onions  and  Garlic," 


-5- 

of  yesterday,  or  to  look  ahead  to  the  glorious  eternity  that  awaits  all 
who  come  to  Christ. 

1975  stretches  before  us  as  a  vast  uncharted  sea.   Hach  day  unfolds  new 
revelations  to  those  who  open  their  hearts  to  God.   It  can  be  a  year  of 
rich  fulfillment  and  enjoyment,  regardless  of  the  cloudy,  dreary  news  that 
may  dome  forth  in  politics,  world  trade,  or  business  dealings.   But  it 

can  only  be  Ktexx  rich,  rewarding,  and  fulfilling  if  we  resolve  to  seek 

by  coming  to  Him  through  Christ  in  daily  prayer 
God's  guidance  in  H;s  Word,  ^Emi^ferfaiiyxKHxrsiHnimixKiiiix^iiaxxKxpEHjcKE. 

Christ 
And  with  the  desire  to  live  For  Star,  and  have  Him  as  our  constant  com- 
panion in  our  lives.    The  decision  is  ours. 

I  would  like  to  close  our  sermon  in  a  different  way.   Let  us  all  bow  our 
heads  and  close  our  eyes,   i erhaps  there  are  some  of  you  here  who  feel  that 
1974  was  a  disaster  for  you  personally  and  you  want  1975  to  be  different, 
Perhaps  some  of  you  are  not  too  sure  of  how  you  stand  in  relation  to  Jesus 
Christ.   1- erhaps  some  of  you  feel  that  you  need  to  have  some  answers  in 
your  life.   And  there  may  be  some  of  you  who  would  like  to  re-dedicate  your 
life  to  Christ  for  the  new  year,   in  Just  a  moment  we  .ire  going  to  give 
any  and  all  who  would  like  to  come  forward  to  do  so.   If  at  that  time  you 
would  like  to  speak  to  me  about  this  I  will  be  glad  to  do  so.   If  God  is 
speaking  to  your  heart  right  now,  just  get  up  out  of  your  seat  and  come 
forward  to  the  altar.   This  may  be  the  best  way  for  you  to  start  the  new 
year,,   As  the  organist  plays  through  our  last  hymn,  just  get  up  and  come 
forward  and  do  not  be  embarrassed.   Let  God  speak  to  you  and  answer  His 
callo 
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ST*    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Sutler,    Pennsylvani a 
First   Sunday  After  Epiphany  January    12,     1975 

Rev.    Ralph   C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs,  Marilyn  Stephenson,    Organist 
Mr,    Ralph  Cooper,    Choir  Director 
Rickv  Vinroe,    Terrv  McClimans   -  Acolytes 

ORDER  FOR  WORSHIP    | | :00  A.M. 

Prelude  Music:  "Fantasy  on  a  German  Theme"      Peery 

"Over  the  Stars"  Ast 

Silent   Prayer 
•Processional  Hvmn  No.   21    "Joyful,    jovful,    we  adore  Thee" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortati on 

•Confession   (In  Unison)    "Christ,   we   are  glad   to   be   an 
important  part   of   your  kingdom,    and  we  joyfully   accept 
the  challenge  which   our  membership  sets   SEFORE  us,      We 
are  grateful  for  the  opportunity  to    explore  that    challenge 
in  Christian  Fellowship,    in  order  to  share  our  concerns 

WITH     YOU     AND     ONE     ANOTHER     IN    CHRJST.        Jo  I  N    US     AS    WE    SEARCH 

our  hearts  and  wills,  that  we  way  know  our  shortcomings, 
Search  our  desires  and  ambitions  with  us,  that  we  may  know 
if  they  are  pure,  sincere,  and  v'orthy  of  fulfillment.   accept 
our  honest  searchings  as  our  confession  in  christ,  amen, " 
*Kvrie    (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
*Prai be 

•Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips, 

•People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Qoxolosy   Mo,  55' 
Scripture  Lesson:    Genesis  35:  1-15 

Hymn  No.  121   "Brightest  and  best  of  the  sons  of  the  morning" 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith   (Apostles'  Creed) 
•Gloria  Patr I 
•Call  to  Prayer 

•Pastor!   The  Lord  he  with  you. 
•People:  And  with  thy  spirit. 
•Pastor:   Let  us  Pray. 
•Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offer I ng 

OFFEr         RV  "FORENER11  Sp  1  NOLER 


Baptism  of  Infant 

Anthem  :  "Holy,    Holy,    Holy11  Arr.    Ri  nqwald 

Sermon:  "ALTAR-RATIONS" 

Prayer  and   Lord's   Prayer 
•Hymn  of  Dedication  No.    33      "The  Lord   be  with  us" 
•Benediction   and    Three   Fold   Amen 

Organ  Postluoe:  "ToccatIna    »n  A  Minor"  Baylor 

■.____-_-   •Congregation   Standing  ------- 

The   Lovely    Flowers   on  the  Altar   have   been  placed    by 
Mr.    St  Mrs.    Charles    Fleeter    in  memory  of   "Loved   Ones." 

Serving    as   Ushers   today   are:      *Wally   Fedeh,    John  Snow, 
Mont  MacKinney,    James  Malqney,    Steve  Vargo. 

Deacon  and  Mrs.    Paul  Pfabe  will  represent  Council  at 
the   door  today. 

The  attendance    last   Sunday  was    139- 

Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by:     Barbara    Vargo 
and    Karen   Kennedy. 

Hospitalized:      Norma   Knauer  till  Mqn  or   Tues,  ;    Harold 
Sandsach,    Mrs.    Heginbqtham,    Mrs.   Margaret  Baldauf, 
Mrs,    Dorothy  Nicholas  -  BCWH.      Mr.    Leo  Baldauf   and 
Mr,    Glenn   Dimit    (Vets   Hospital),  Hj*a«    Richard    Nicholas 

Baptized  today:      LorI    Lee  Weisenstein,    daughter  of 
Bob  and  Mary   Jane  Weisenstein,      The   sponsors:    Paul 
and  Virginia  Carter. 

Wed.    -  7:30  -  GOLDEN  CIRCLE  MEETING    (Notice   time  change) 

Weo.    -  5:00  -  YOUTH  ADVISORS  MEETING 

Thurs,    -  7:00  -  BIBLE  STUDY  GROUP  meets    in   the   Under- 
croft -  New  members  are  welcome, 

Thurs,    -    I  I  tOO  -  MARY  MARTHA   CIRCLE  -  Tureen  luncheon, 
at  Mrs,    Sara  Snow's   Home- 

Don't  forget   to   save  Jan.    26  -  CONGREGATION   DINNER 
AND  MEETING  -   Yearbooks  will  be  given  out  -  etc. 
Chet   Stauffer  will   be  MC.      Dan   FilettI    -  Guest, 

As   you   no    doubt   noticed  -  The  material   came    in   for 
the  Newsletter  -  Bible   Readings   -   after  half   of  the 
Newsletters  were  stapled   together  -  these  were  opened 
and   restapled   with    the    new  material   to   start   you 
reading   your  blsle   everyday,    and   at   the   end  of  a   year's 
trme  you  will  have   heao   the  b  |  ble  through. 

Mrs.    Mary   Steinhejser  would    like   to   thank   all  those 
who  sent   cards  while  she  was    in  the   Hospital   and 
Convaleejng. 

Next  Sunday  6:00-7:00  -  Youth  Choir  Practice   , 

.Velcone  vlai  ;on  /  \i 


ive  insted  we  cone  cause  hunger  need  satisfy 
o™  all  kind  habit3  no  affect  Shis  way  Sfy    Z 
1  -n   told  ne  this  past  week  have  hunger  no  can  satH 
Jre  delve  G  ,,'ord  ra0re  hunper  *  t:L 

uenchable  desire  lern  more/more/more 
is  I  blieve  pe0p  aome   chur,  2  B  fed 

red  food  world  no  can  5iv¥ 1 

0  ,     , .    only  come  from  G 

wo^aIp1a3"ewelTled/satiS  6  Striv  *«*•*  P«i« 

■mst  state,  "0  taste  and  see  that  the  Lord  ia 

Hi  say  "Taste"  this  mean  eat  what  He  offer 
2  hunger  after  this  as  would  food 
J.  lilieve  this  resnect  we  partake.  »4i+«.,    ,  *_■ 
J  thus  have  someth  sustaiftnrXee  '    "   ™ 
wthls  supply  SOemth  digest  4  thots  fc  think  duri, 

BAlt^kl??t  °nly  Part0°*  "Altar-Hations"  but  also 
He'saTf  l^|bmea— G  ^  &  household  were  altered 
this  ment  alter  attitudes/lives/dress 
haveVS*"  mean  d°  aw^/d^troy  images/trinks  keep 

^p^J^1??3  that   haae  °b2  like  security  blank 
2  alter  lives  mean  cleansebodUy/spirituallv/menta 

«w*r?  saSoSi  srar that  shouM 

'  :en   win  d0  this   th       atand 
ihis  what   scrip  say  20  Gen  America 

Tt3™,  Tfeast   Alt"rat  sent   from  G  4  long  time 
It  now  time  we  win  make   sum  alt-rat  in  livet 
G  fed  us/clothed/blessed  us 

tSt^pTrS^* iltUdeS  d°  aWay  fore^  G8., 

"ow^Lrairfiv^t376?"1"-53   keep  frora  3  G'=  Poop 

2  dispense  with  ??i^/^efn3e   selves  'inward 

-     ™?1U a?n^h/d^t  «n:r^en  sin  has  about  hi' 

i™?fii      ??      attitudes   luv   insted   hate/for-iveness   ' 

■hist4:   sjffi  r^jfj  *«  ■**»*«-» 
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"Altar  -  liations" 

Text:    Gen.    35:3t 

"Let   us   arise,)   and    -;o  up   fep_-Cethel;   and   I   will 
if  *"  e  there"  an"  altar"  unto  God,   who   answered  me   in 
tjj^   day  of  :-'5ss,   anc   w  me   .in   CHe 

ent." 

jcripture   Gen.    35:1-15 

xaESxxKSEixx±lsixxXi6xSicExfa£a3CHi:ciSfcHEiiBTaxwfttBliJ«i{ix 
Ksxkraac  Ijj  Gen  28]  Jake  trav  Beersheba  - 
Oome  cert  pi  stay  overnite 
stone  4  pillow/laid  dn  sleep 
dxean  ladder  earth/heav,  ana  ascend/descend 
awoke  remark  G  must  dwell  this  pi, 
Si  must  B  very  house  G  ";  gate  heav 
took  stone  setup  pillar/anoint  pour  oil  on  top 
He  nan       I ,        bg  House  of  G." 
In  Heb.  3eth  -  house  of  =  Bethlehem,  hse  bread 
Jl  =  G,  Elohim  used  frequ-Divine  Majesty  G 
Bethel-House  of  G. 
Jake  make  vow  (read  Gen.  28:20-22) 
In  scrip  All  find  Jake  20yr  later,  travel 
-  ■  iron    i  comniand  35:1 
Jake  order  entire  entourage  55=2, 
he  tell  35:3 
they  bury  things  35:4 
They  protect?        35: 5 
ArrivR  Cananite  town  Luz  which  Jake  rename 
Bethel  3  : 
I        ;ild  altar  Bs  rename  35:7 

'  i;  G  of  place  rather  than  place  itself 
el=The  G  of  the  House  of  G 
fromTli.i  previous  1's  we  C  Jake  rich  bless 

He  made  vow  promise  serve  G  render  what  owe 
he  live  on  "Altar  -  Rations" 
Vow  made  B4-  makeshift  altar  .  G  '-opt  bargain 
by  faed/clothe/bless  Jake  20yrs 
All  G  require  Jake  remem  sacred  oath  taken 
I  C  this  story  parallel  tween  our  lives  &  Jske 
orsh  G  this  sane  or  others,  but  wonder  why 
peop  attend  church 
I  know  why  should  but  quest  our  motive  2  do  so 
ome  peop  say  habit 

others  br        as  children  i  never  stop  atkent 
Do  not  beleive  these  valid/true 
I  Blieve  we  attend  cause  what  get  church  attei 
no  can  ^et  elsewhere. 


2  Ilav  that  desire  2  share  >av  with  othei>3  when    J 
occasion  arise 
(IHlustration  athei3t) 

■  if  all  preceedinf;, 
but  contrast  this  with  (Illustration  woman  & 
threat  by  husband) 

i.(   ;ourage  all  need  as  Xpians 
Mt   it  only  courage  cum  when  gathered  atrer 
fro    ■      vorshii  ing  Xpian 
i?rom  cominp;  ;'s  iiouse  "■■   Getting  "Altar—Bations" , 
tafe  then  by  letting  the  "Altar-ifations"  trans- 
form us, 

so  that  we  make  "Alte.r-:iations2  in  our  lives 
us  share  all  of  this  with  others. 


"Alt-,r  -  liations" 

i'ext:  Gen.  55=3, 

"And  let  us  arise,  and  go  up  to  Bethel;  and  I  will  make  there  an  altar 
into  God,  who  answered  me  in  aigc  the  day  of  my  distress,  and  was  with  me 
*■  in  the  way  which  I  went." 

Scripture:  Gen.  35:1-15 

w  hich 
In  the  portion  of  the  35th  chapter  of  Genesis  itexfe  we  read  as  scripture, 

Jacob  is  traveling  from  JiEkKKfeBm  Shechem  to  issEKfe  Hebron.   He  is  traveling 
to  Bethel  to  fulfill  -■  vow  he  had  made  approximately  20  years  before. 
If  you  recall  the  story  it  was  when  he  was  traveling  from  Beer-sheba  toward 
daran.   It  is  found  in  the  28th  chapter  of  HEnesis.   He  had  come  to  a  cer- 
tain place  and  he  stayed  there  overnight.   He  took  a  stone  and  used  it  for 
a  pillow  and  laid  down  to  sleep.   While  he  was  asleep  he  dreamed  a  dream 
in  which  he  saw  a  ladder  renChing  from  earth  to  heaven,  and  the  angels  of 
God  were  going  up  and  down  this  ladder.   He  awoke  from  his  sleep  and  remarked 
that  God  must  be  dwelling  in  this  place,  and  that  this  was  the  veey  house 
of  God,  and  the  gate  to  heaven.   So  he  took  the  stone  and  set  it  up  as  a 
— r.>illar,  and  anointed  it  by  pouring  oil  on  the  top  of  it.   He  named  the 
place  Bethel,  which  means,  "The  House  of  G  d."   In  Hebrew,  the  word  BETH 
means  house  of,  such  as  Bethlehem,  which  means  House  of      '-.   And  the 
word  El  means  "God".   At  different  times  the  Jews  used  the  V.'ord  Elohim 
which  isxtkE  refers  to  the  Divine  Majesty  of  Almighty  Sod.  So  Bethel,  merely 
means,  "House  of  God."   But  then  Jacob  mnde  a  vow  and  said,  "If  God  will  be 
with  me,  and  will  keep  me  in  this  way  that  I  go,  and  will  give  me  bread  to 
eat,  and  raiment  to  ksse  put  on,  so  that  I  come  again  to  my  father's  house 
in  peace;  then  shall  the  Lord  be  my  God:  and  this  stone  which  I  have  set 
h?  for  a  pillar,  shall  be  God's  house:  and  of  all  that  thou  shalt  give  me 
I  will  surely  give  the  tenth  unto  thee."  Gen.  28:20-22. 

So  now  we  find  Jacob  20  years  later,  and  he  is  commanded  by  God  to  go  and 
make  an  altar  at  Bethel,  35:1  •   J^.cob  orders  his  entire  entourage,  both 
relatives  and  others  to  do  away  with  all  foreign  gods,  to  be  cleanm,  and  to 
change  their  garments.  Gen.  35=2.   He  tells  them,  (text:  35:3.   So  the 
people  turned  over  to  Jacob  the  foreign  gods,  as  well  as  their  jewelry  which 
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He  said  that  he  has  an  unquenchable  desire  to  learn  more  and  more  and  more. 

'his  is  why  I  believe  the  majority  of  people  come  to  Church,  to  he  fed. 
To  be  fed  with  a  food  that  the  world  cannot  give.   To  be  fed  with  the  food 
that  can  only  irome  from  God.   To  have  our  lives  filled  and  satisfied  and 
to  strive  to  render  our  praise  and  worship  to  God  as  well. 

The  Psalmist  tells  us,  "Oh  taste  and  see  that  the  Lord  is  Good."   He  doesn't 
say  to  come  out  of  habit  to  the  Lord,  because  He  is  good.   He  says  "Taste". 
"Taste  meaning  to  eat  of  what  He  has  to  offer.   To  hunger  after  this   to 
seek  it  as  we  would  food.   To  be  satisfied  and  filled  from  a  spiritual 
diet  when  we  come  to  Him.   I  believe  that  in  this  respect  we  too  partake 

.Itar  -  Hations,  and  thus  we  have  something  that  can  sustain  us  thorough 
another  week,  and  supply  something  to  digest  for  fckK  our  thoughts  and 
thinking  during  that  week. 
But  there  was  one  other  thing  that  Jacob  was  involved  in  and  this  was 

-hat  he  not  only  partook  of  "Altar  -  Rations,"  meaning  spiritual  food, 
but  he  also  partook  of  "Alter  -  rations,"  meaning  that  he  and  his  household 
were  changed  by  this  experience.   He  said,  35:2b,  "Put  away  the  foreign  gods 
that  are  among  you,  and  be  clean,  and  change  your  garments."   What  this 
meant  was  to  Kfeangsxack:  alter  their  attitudes,  to  alter  their  lives,  and  to 
alter  their  dress. 

To  alter  their  attitudes  meant  that  they  were  to  do  away  with  or  destroy 
those  little  images  or  trinkets ,  big  or  little  that  would  keep  them  from 
having  only  one  Goal.  Those  things  that  they  wanted  to  hang  onto  like  a 
security  blanket.   To  alter  their  lives  meant  to  cleanse  themselves  bodily 
spiritually  and  mentally.   It  meant  to  do  away  with  the  filth  and  the  dirt 
that  clings  to  all  sinners,  but  must  be  removed  when  one  wants  to  live  for 
God.   To  alter  their  dress,  meant  to  pht  on  the  new  person  that  sms  should 
"Smerge  when  one  is  sincerely  a  follower  of  God.   To  throw  off  the  old  outer 
appearance  that  could  not  distinguish  them  from  the  Cananites  and  all  of  the 
others  who  lived  around  them.   But  when  they  were  willing  to  alter  their 
dress,  they  were  standing  out  like  the  proverbial  sore  thumb. 
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35:4 
consisted  of  earrings,  and  Jacob  buried  them  under  an  oak  tree  by  Shechera. 

■5  read  that  the;/  traveled  under  the  Oivind  protection  of  God,  who  caused 

the  surrounding  nations  to  be  in  terror  so  that  they  did  not  disturb 

Jacob  and  his  party  as  they  journeyed  through  their  territory.  35:  5« 

the  Cananite  city  of        its  fi/ A n lL 
Jacob  arrived  at*Luz,  which  was  %J*e/ former  b.h MKXigxxfcfaBXfi^gKB:  before  Jacob 

named  it  Bethel,  35:5.   And  we  read  that  Jacob  built  there  an  altar  and 

once  again  renamed  the  place.   This  time  he  called  it  Sl-3ethel,  35:7. 

This  now  signifies  that  it  is  the  God  of  the  i'lace,  rather  than  the  place 

itself.   So  what  El-Bethel  really  means  is,  "The  God  of  the  House  of  God." 

Now  from  this  story  as  well  as  from  the  previous  stories  of  Jacob  concerning 
the  20  years  that  have  intervened,  we  can  see  that  Jacob  had  been  very 
richly  blessed.  He  had  made  a  vow  to  God,  that  he  would  serve  God  and 
render  to  Him  what  he  rightfully  owed  God  for  the  blessings  he  would  re- 
ceive.  He  had  been  living  as  it  were  on  "Altar  -  Rations."   The  vow  had 

"been  made  before  a  makeshift  altar,  and  God  had  kept  His  part  of  the  bar- 
gain by  feeding  and  clothing  £x  and  blessing  Jacob  for  these  20  years. 
All  that  God  is  requiring  from  Jacob  now,  is  a  remembering  of  the  sacred 
oath  he  had  taken. 

I  see  in  this  story  a  parallel  between  oup  lives  and  the  life  of  Jacob. 
we  worship  God  here  in  this  sanctuary  or  other  sanctuaries  if  we  are  in 
other  places  perhaps.   But  I  often  wonder  why  people  attend  church.   I 
know  why  we  should  but  I  question  our  motives  for  doing  so.   Some  people 
say  that  is  a  habit  they  have  xk±s±K&&.   acquired.   Others  say  because  they 
were  brought  to  the  church  as  children  and  never  stopped  attending. 
But  I  do  not  believe  these  are  completely  true  and  valid.   I  believe  in- 
stead that  we  come  because  of  a  hunger  that  needs  satisfied.   I  believe  it 
is  because  we  cannot  get  what  we  get  from  ahurch  attendance  anywhere  else. 

""W  can  form  all  Kinds  of  habits,  but  they  do  not  affect  us  in  the  same  way. 
man  from  this  congregation  summed  it  up  this  past  week  when  he  told 
me  that  the  more  he  delves  into  the  Word  of  God,  the  more  he  hungers  for  it. 


Nov;  this  is  what  I  believe  this  scripture  is  saying  to  us  today  in  20th 

mtury  America.   It  is  saying  that  we  have  been  feasting  on  the  "Altar-.-iatioi 
sent  from  God  for  a  long  time.   It  is  now  time  that  we  are  willing  to  make 
some  "Alter  -  Rations"  in  our  lives  because  of  it.   God  has  fed  us  and  clothec 
us  and  blessed  us.   Now  it  is  time  we  altered  our  attitudes  by  doing  away 
with  the  foreign  gods  that  keep  us  from  the  one  true  God.   It  is  time  we 
buried  the  trinkets  and  earrings  that  keep  us  from  truly  being  God's  people. 
Now  is  the  time  to  b&x  alter  our  lives  by  cleansing  ourselves  not  only  out- 
wardly, but  inwardly  as  well.   To  dispense  with  the  filth  and  the  dirt  that 
the  unregenerate  sinner  has  about  him,  and  to  adopt  the  new  attitudes  of 
love  instead  of  hatred,  of  forgiveness  instead  of  remembering  olid  grudges 
and  insults,  of  prayer  for  those  who: "still  use  us  and  abuse  us,  and  thus 
showing  that  we  have  truly  accepted  Jesus  Christ  as  our  Lord  and  Saviour. 
N  ~w  is  the  timefor  us  to  don  the  new  garments  that  come  with  being  a  born 
gain  person.   To  be  that  new  creation  that  I      peaks  of.   To  have  that 
desire  to  share  the  Saviour  with  others  whenever  the  occasion  arises. 

:_lustration  of  atheist) 
This  is  the  exact  opposite  of  all  of  the  preceeding,  but  contrast  that 
illustration  with  the  woman,  (Illustration  of  woman  threatened  by  her 
husband.)  This  is  the  courage  we  all  need  as  Christians.   But  it  is  a 
courage  that  only  comes  when  we  have  gathered  strength  from  being  a 
worshiping  Christian.   From  coming  to  God's  House  and  getting  "Altar  - 
Rations,"  and  then  by  letting  the "Altar  -  Rations"   transform  us  so  that 
we  make  "Alter  -  Rations"  in  our  lives  and  thus  share  all  of  this  with 
others. 
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ST.    PAUL'S  UNfTED   CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvani a 
Second  Sunday   After   Epiphany  January    19,     '975 

Rev.    Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.   Marilyn   Stephenson,    Organist 
Mr.    Ralph  Cooper,    Choir   Director 
Chris  Campbell,   Mary   Dellen  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  FOR  WORSHIP    I  I  :  00  A.M. 
Prelude  Music:      "Chant  du  Voyageur"  PaderewskI 

"Prelude  on"Olivet" 
Silent  Prayer 

^Processional  Hymn  No.   f   "Rejoice,    ye   pure   in  heart" 

*Ascriftiqn  -  Choral  Amen 

*Exhqrtati on 

"Confession  (Jn   Unison)    "Oh  Christ,   we  stand  as   vour 
watchmen   ever  on  the   alert,    ready   for   any  threat  to 
ourselves    or   others.       christ   the    revealer   qf   god    and 
a8  the  prophet   said,   we   are   vqur  watchman.      forgive  us 

WHEN  WE  HAVE  DESERTED  OUR  POSTS.    PaRDQN  US  WHEN  WE 
HAVE  LET  SIN  INVADE  OUR  OWN  LIVES  OP  LEFT  THE  WAV  OPEN 
FOR  TEMTATION  TO  OVERCOME  OUR  NEIGHBOR.   FqRGIVE  US 
WHERE  W'E  HAVE  FORGOTTEN  TO  WARN  OUR  NEIGHBOR  Of"  IMPENDING 
DANGER,  AND  WHEN  WE  FAIL  TO  MEET  HIS  BASIC  NEEDS.    AND 
AS  YOU  FORGIVE,  GRANT  US  THE  STRENGTH  TO  STAND  FAST  AT 
OUR  POSTS  DESPITE  OURSELVES,   We  PRAY   IN  THE  NAME  OF 

Jesus  who   died   to  make  us   neighbors.      Amen." 
*Kyrie        (Choir,    Congresation  and   Pastor) 
•Assurance   of   Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
*Praise 

*Pastor:      '0   Lord  open  our   lips. 

*PeopLe:      And   our  mouth   shall  show  forth  thy   praise: 
"Ooxolqgy        No,    55' 
SeRtFTURE  Lesson:  I    Samuel    12;    I3~25 

Hymn  No.    £29      "Dear   Father,    to   Thy  mercy-seat" 
"Affirmation  of  our   Faith      (Apostles'    Creed) 
""Gloria  Path! 
*Call.   to    Prayer 

•Pastor:      The  Lord    be  with   you* 
•People:      Anq  with  thy  spirit. 
•Pastor:      Let   us   Pray. 
•Prayer    -    n   Prayer   Response 


I 


V:e:  Youth  meeting  from  6  grade  up,  re-orga 
■ 

com©  visitors:  sign  card/book  or  both 
Greet  one  another 

Offer  I ns 

Offertorv  "Simplicity"  Clarke 

Anthem:  "How  Great  Thou  Art" 

Sermon:  "WORN  CARPETS  AND  BAD  KNEES j " 

Prayer   ano   Lord's  Prayer 
*Hymn  of  Dedication  No,    $2  "Saviour,    again    in  Thy  dear 
•Benedjctjon  and   Three   Fold  Amen  name1' 

Organ  Pobtludee  "Maestoso"  Doige 

---------   *c0ngreeat i  on   standing  ------ 

The    Lovely    Flowers   on   the   Altar   have   been   placed    by 
Mr.   &  Mrs,   Robert  Tait   to   the   "Glory  of  God". 
Serving   as  Ushers  today   are:      "Paul  Riemer,    Daryl  Tait, 

John  Dheher,    Gary   Penar  and  Oon  Kingslev, 
Elder   and  Mrb.    Robert  Basehore  will  represent  Council 
at   the  door  today. 

NURSERV  WILL  BE  PROVIDED  TODAY  BY  Mrs .  Ann  FaLKNER 

and  Paula  Stephenson, 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  21 g, 
-^Hospitalized  :  Mrs,  Emma  Heal wbotham,  Mrs,  DorotHV 

Nicholas,  Mrs,  Tresa  Nicholas, 

Harold  Sandbach. 
We  extend  our  deepest  sympathy  to  the  Family  and  Friends 

of  Mrs.  Margaret  Baldauf  who  passed  away  this  week. 
Today  —  2:00  P.M.  Baptism  -  Should  you  want  your  baby 

BAPTIZED    -    CONTACT     THE    MINISTER.^ 

Today  -  &\0Q-~[:0Q  -   Youth  Choir  Practice, 
Thurs,  -  7:00  -  BIBLE  STUDY  GROUP  meets  jn  the  Under- 
croft -  everyone  is  welcome. 
Next  Sunday  -  5:30  P.M.  -  CONGREGATIONAL  DINNER  AND 
MEETING  -  Chet  Stauffer  will  be  MC;  Dan  F?l_etti  of 
17/76  will  se  guest;  Mike  Nazaruk  will  show  a  film 
on  "Good  old  times"  at  St,  Paul's;   Year  books  will 
be  distributed.   Children  10  and  above  are  as«eo  to 
attend  the  meeting  ™  smaller  children  will  be  shown 

A.    SPECIAL    FILM    BY    HOWDY     BOLAM,         THE     LAY     LlFE     AND    WghK 

Committee  of    197**  ARE    JN   charge   of  Kitchen. 
Mrs,    Charlton  would    like   to   thank   the  Congregation 

for   the   cards,    prayers,    and  well  wishes*. 
Norma    Knauer  would   like  to  thank   the  many    friends   of 

St.    Paul's  who  sent   cardSj    flowers    and   get  well  wishes. 
Flowers   for  the   Altar  -   Dates   open  are   Feb.    2t  1 6,23. 

March  2;  April  6  and  2". 


But  after  .7.7  II  alTleunce  rear  11,317  neo.         c 
little  no  need  4  G 
Pr  -p  point  all  sorts  ills  4  decline  of  Ch. 
■ -ve  biggest  factor,  peop  no  pray 

aumthin  Minis  do  4  us,  last  all  week 

'■  .  '  -1'" 

"1  get  bak  on  knee  &  beseech  G  2  txelp 

,-i  I  nor  "  jorn  Carpets  and  Bad  Knees"  all  congs 
irhaps  wat  real  wron  peop  not  know  how  pray 
so  busy  Breach  social  gosp  hav  forgot  exaap  Js 
act  educ  Oh   peop  funda  of  faith 

ivg  laym  any  giv  cong  pray  &  smbarass 

Lot  prop  instr/taut  ther4  fear  make  spect  selves 
As  resu't  many  refuse  pray 

1  in  cons  shud  3  ablG  T>Te^   if  cal:Led  uPon 
2  long  think "minis  only  1  can  pray, 
this  wrong,  all  shud  D  qualiffyied 

rt   text  Sam  say  signif  (read  23b 
iq  embarrass,  but  teach  rt  &  prop  way 
ther4  take  cue       Ja  next  Bun  will  try  teach 
how  pray 

id  help  pray  more  effect  St  nor  often 
•  penc/paper  write  dn  if  like, 
in  fact  encourage  write  things  dn  in  sera  remem 
-crip         --cot  Is   instruct  Disc  in  prayer 

t:1-13 

■  or,  read  bout  pr.  mull  it  over,  •-.  try 
pray  H  Sp  work  in  us  2  BCome  pray  peop 
Err"  with  story  cud  B  many  congs  call  selves  Xpiaas 
,  1   ly  peop  those  congs  call  selves  Xpians 
(Illus*.  Robert  Laidlaw  prayerlessness) 
Ho  we  perhaps  0  selves  this  examp? 
Let's  pnder  anew  prayer  indiv  Be  as  cong. 
Mat  need  2dav  more  "Worn  Carpets  and  Bad  Knees  , 
Bcause  we  spend  more  time  on  them  in  prayers  2 
Al  G 
Let' us  pray. 


: 


):ippets  and  Bad  Knees!" 
.  12:23,  "God  forbid  that  I  should  sin 


'or  you;  but  I 
will 

.ure:  I  Samuel  12:13-25 

.  deth  Hrs.  Prayer  Meeting) 

,  .DOR  magazine 
orous  obit  yet  sad  commentary  connected-with  it 
im  &  faith  Crisis, 
perhaps,  But  I  thin       '  prob 
In  scrip  this  AM  3am  tell  peop  Jaul  appointed  king 
rom  if  will  serv  Lord  king  -  peon  proi 
i r  unwill  obey  G  read  vs  15b 
.'hat  G  can  do  vs  16 

tags  4  mirac  vs  16 

/.Tun  tween  lasso/iente 
rt  a         harv  1st  sheaf  wav  offer  G  3rd 

no  rain  til  autum  i rov  26:1 
alt  Sam  ask  mirac  vs  18 
I  ray  4  us  vs  19 
Seassur  of  iam  vs20 
G  will  renew  relationship  vs  22 

.  prora  no  desert/will  pray  vs  23  text 
No  doubt  Sam  as  pr/proph/minis  2  Jew  peop, 
;  ifl  lead  Israel  in  own  time 
hell  cont  intercede  G  4  them/str  conv  he  care 

From  all  this  evid  1ce  again  in  prosp  Jew  peop  turn 
from  G  8s  enjoy  ahund 

iitt/no  thot  bless  received 

fall  apart  &  world  crumb,  aware  need  G 

(Illus.  John  Sherman,  "Best  proph  of  future  is  past' 
Can  C  this  if  look  events  life  as  ife  liv  it 
Can  C  mirrored  us  %.   actions  lives  prev  geners 
if  we  dare  look 
our  lives  closely  parallel  thos  prev  civilizs 
makes  1  shudder  think  outcome 
We  so  much  like  peop  Is,  it  frightening 
Dep  29  nation  &  world  after  super  yrs  ahun, 
peop  aware  need  beyond  selves 

' ::.  he':an  needed  agai  :  .tent 

■ims  2gether  again/peep  liv  simply  made 
c  do  what  had 

1.,  ch's  -  home  ,  '      iarpeta  and  Bad  Knaeaj! 
in  evidence,  Bcause  payer 


.  ''  Jorn  Carpets  And  Bad  Knees!"  >— - 

Text:  I  Samuel  12:23,   "God  forbid  that  I  should  sin  against  the  Lord  in 

ceasing  to  pray  for  you;  but  I  will  teach  you  the 
good  and  right  way. " 

Scripture:  I  Samuel  12:13-25 

(Illustration  of  death  of  Mrs.  Prayer  Meeting) 

This  appeared  in  the  Grace  Ambassador  and  is  a  humorous  obituary  lamenting 

the  loss  of  the  Prayer  Meeting  in  Churches.  Although  it  is  supposed  to  be 

laughable,  it  has  a  sad  commentary  connected  with  it.   Cur  denomination  has 

been  involved  in  the  oast  few  years  in  combatting  what  is  called,  "A  Faith 

Crisis."  We  are  supposedly  involved  in  one,  and  our  Den  mination  has  been 

wrestling  to  overcome  it.   There  may  be  a  faith  crisis  in  some  churches,  but 

I  believe  the  real  problems  with  our  Denomination  and  many  other  Denominations 

is  B^^isKSXHfxSxxKraysBxsixiHisxx  a  crisis  of  another  sort. 

In  our  scripture  today,  Samuel  is  telling  the  people  that  Saul  has  been 

duly  anointed  and  properly  installed  as  the  king  they  desired.   He  promises 

.em  that  if  they  are  willing  to  continue  to  serve  the  Lord,  both  the  king 
and  the  people  will  prosper.   But  if  they  are  unwilling  to  obey  God,  then 
in  his  words,  "Shall  the  hand  of  the  Lord  be  against  you,  as  it  was  against 
your  fathers."  vs  15b. 

Then  Samuel  challenges  them  to  observe  what  the  Lord  can  do  to  show  his 
power  and  His  might,  vs  16.   Samuel  asks,  "Is  it  not  wheat  harvest  today?" 
vs  17a.   The  wheat  harvest  took  place  in  Hay  and  June.   This  would  be 
sometime  between  the  xassover  and  their  Pentecost.   It  came  right  after  the 
Barley  harvest,  the  first  sheaf  of  which  was  waved  as  an  offering  to  the 
Lord,  on  the  third  day  of  the  Passover.  The  rains  were  over  and  no  more 
rain  could  be  expected  until  the  autumn.   Rain  in  harvest  was  as  r^re  a 
thing  in  Palestine  as  snow  in  winter.   Solomon  in  xka  Proverbs  26:1  erote, 
"As  snow  in  summer,  and  as  rain  in  harvest,  so  honor  is  not  fitting  for  a 
^£ool."   Thus  we  can  see  that  what  Samuel  is  going  to  ask  God  to  do  con- 
stitutes a  miracle,  vs  17b.  And  Samuel  called  upon  the  Lord,  and  the  Lord 
sent  thunder  and  rain  to  the  extent  that  the  people  feared  God,  and  Samuel. 


Go  from  this  the  people  are  made  aware  that  their  seeking  of  a  king,  was 
c   trary  to  what  God  wanted  for  them,   They  ask  Samuel  to  pray  to  God  for 
them.   They  are  concerned  for  their  very  lives  because  they  have  asked  for 
a  king,  contrary  to  what  God  wanted  for  them.   But  Samuel  reassures  them 
that  although  they  have  greatly  sinned,  God  will  renew  His  relationship 
with  them,  if  they  are  willing  to  be  obedient  to  God. 

Samuel  also  reassures  them  that  he  will  not  desert  them  either,  and  that  he 
will  continue  to  pray  for  them.   He  tells  them,  (text)  "God,  forbid  that 
I  should  sin  against  the  Lord  in  ceasing  to  pray  for  you."   There  is  no 
doubt  that  because  of  the  functions  he  performed  as  a  Priest,  a  irophet , 
and  an  all  around  minister  to  the  Jewish  people,  that  Samuel  was  the  most 
influential  religious  leader  in  Israel  in  his  own  time.   Thus  when  he 
vowed  that  he  would  not  forsake  praying  for  the  people  of  Israel,  he  was 
telling  them  that  he  would  continue  to  ontercede  to  God  on  their  behalfi, 
p"-,(j_  he  was  striving  to  convince  them  that  he  cared  and  was  concerned  about 
their  well  being. 

From  this  story  It  is  evident  once  again  that  during  times  of  prosperity 
the  Jewish  people  turned  from  God  and  enjoyed  their  abundance,  without 
giving  too  much  thought  to  the  blessings  they  had  received.   But  when  things 
began  to  fall  apart  and  their  little  world  was  tumbling  down  all  around  them, 
it  was  then  they  became  conscious  of  isJikkk  their  fex&xxisi&KxksKt  need  to 
turn  to  God. 
John  Sherman  once  said,  " _nhe  best  prophet  of  the  future  is  the  past."   We 

can  see  this  ±£   we  look  at  the  events  of  life  as  we  live  it.   We  can  see 

mirrored  .      , 

in  us  and  our  actions,  the  lives  of  previous  generations  arxxsreEsfcx  if  we 

dare  to  look.   Cur  lives  so  closely  parallel  those  of  previous  civilizations 
that  it  makes  one  shudder  to  think  what  the  outcome  will  be.   We  are  so 
aich  like  the  people  of  Israel  it  is  frightening.   .'hen  the  depression  of 
1929  came  upon  our  nation  and  the  world,  after  some  super  years  of  abun- 
dance, people  became  aware  of  a  need  beyond  themselves.   Churches  began 
to  be  needed  once  again  after  being  forgotten  to  some  e::tentB   During  the 
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years   of  the   depression,   families  came  together  again.      People  ±±xso±  learned 
t      live   simply  and  to   make   do  with  whatothey  had.      SiKXEKitgxsKXXHgixHEgH: 

mtiixtfrgxifaE&a^xftKExxxXfcEHxitxKSE^&xiqixagHXH^ 

CTmXXHK&iX-fcHXtelT&gXESfxaXitfcfciSXMgEBXHH&fcX^a^ 

^xtarsxB&KKiHBXxrtexHSEgxBBBidraxfcaxHxSKi^xi^^ 

KBXa:ESXHTiBBXKSa±5[X 

In  the  churches  and  in  countless  homes,  KHEjiiK  "Worn  Carpets,  and  Bad  Knees" 
were  in  evidence  because  people  were  spending  time  upon  them  in  prayer  to 
God  for  help.   But  following  World  W„r  II  affluence  Kax  reared  its  ugly  head, 
and  with  it  little  or  no  need  for  the  help  of  God. 

People  point  to  all  sorts  of  ills  as  the  reason  for  the  decline  of  the 
church  and  religion,  hut  I  believe  the  biggest  factor  is  that  we  do  not  pray. 

yer  is  something  only  the  minister  does  on  Sunday  morning  and  that  is 
[**>at  will  carry  me  through  the  week.   I  do  not  believe  we  have  a  faith  crisis 
£s  much  as  we  have  a  "Prayer  Crisis."   I  see  the  need  in  any  church  to  get 
back  on  its  collective  knees  and  beseech  Almi  hty  God  to  help  us.   We  need 
more  "Worn  Carpets  and  Bad  Knees"  :in  all  congregations. 

But  perhaps  what  has  ^eally  been  wrong,  has  been  that  many  people  do  not 
know  how  to  pray.   We  have  been  so  busy  preaching  the  social  Gospel,  we  have 
forgotten  the  example  of  Jesus,  and  neglected  to  educate  church  people  in 
the  fundamentals  of  the  faith.   Ask  the  average  layman  in  any  given  con- 
ization to  pray  and  he  or  she  is  embarassed.   Why?   Because  they  have  not 
been  properly  instructed  and  taught  and  therefore  they  are  fearful  of  making 
a  spectacles  of  themselves  by  praying  publicly.   3o  as  a  result  many  people 
will  refuse  to  £sxhhx  pray.   But  everyone  in  any  congregation  should  be 
capable  of  praying  publicly  if  called  upon  to  do  so.   We  have  equated  for 
"  oo  long  that  the  minister  is  the  only  one  qualified  to  pray.   At  congregations 
"meals,  and  fellowship  dinners,  the  ministers  are  always  asked  to  say  the 
blessing,  when  anyone  should  be  able  to  do  so. 
In  the  second  part  of  our  text  for  this  morning,  Samuel  says  something  else 
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that  is  very  significant.   He  not  only  says,  "God  forbid  that  I  should  sin 
against  the  Lord  in  ceasing  to  pray  for  you,"  but  he  also  adds,  "But  I  will 
tv  eh  you  the  good  and  right  way."  He  is  saying  in  effect,  that  he  is  will- 
ing to  continue  to  pray  to  God  on  their  behalf.   And  he  is  not  going  to  em- 

barass  them  by  making  them  do  all  of  the  praying.   But  he  is  also  willing 

to  share  his  know  how  about  the  subject  with  them  as  well. 

Therefore,  taking  a  cue  from  Samuel,  and  from  Jesus  Christ  as  well,  next 

Sunday  I  would  like  to  share  with  you  some  informative  things  about  prayer 

which  perhaps  may  help  all  of  us  to  pray  more  effectively  as  well  as  more 

often.  You  may  bring  pencil  and  paper  next  week  and  write  some  of  these 

tilings  down  if  you  like.   In  fact  I  would  encourage  you  to  write  things  down 

from  any  sermon  that  you  would  like  to  remember.   For  our  Scripture  next 

week  we  wiii  be  using  the  account  of  Jesus  instructing  his  disciples  in 

prayer  as  found  in  the  first  13  verses  of  the  11th  chapter  of  Luke. 

I  would  ask  you  to  think  about  prayer  this  week,  and  look  up  references  to 

Z     in  the  Bible,  and  in  general  to  try  to  think  through  what  it  is  all 

aoout.   And  most  especially,  I  would  ask  you  to  pray  about  it,  that  the 

Holy  Spirit  may  work  within  each  of  us,  to  truly  become  more  of  a  praying 

people. 

I  would  like  to  leave  with  you  today,  a  story  that  could  very  well  be  many 
congregations 

ya-wytw  who  call  themselves  Christians,  and  many  people  within  those  congrega- 
tions. 

(Illustration  by  Robert  Laidlaw  about  prayerlessness) . 

Do  we  perhaps  see  ourselves  in  this  example?  Let  us  ponder  anew,  prayer 
individually,  and  as  a  congregation.   What  we  need  today  is  "More  worn 
Carpets  and  Bad  Knees,"  because  we  spend  more  time  on  them  in  prayer  to 
Almighty  God.  Let  us  seek  Him  now  in  prayer. 


i'liia   is    the   dc,y  which   the  Lord  has   made,    let 

wors'i  in  it. 


ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Sutler,    Pennsylvani  a 
Third  Sunday  After  Epiphany  January  26,    1975 

Rev.    Ralph   C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.   Marilyn  Stephenson,    Organist 
Mrs.    Cyndie  Sybert,    Youth  Choir   Director 
Chris   Campbell,    Mary  Dellen   -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP    I  I  : 00  A.M. 
Prelude  Music:  "Psalm  VI  I  I "  Baylor 

"Prayer    in  the  Chapel"  MacDonalo 

Silent  Prayer 
•Processional  Hymn  No.    M-     "Come,    Thou  Almtghty  King" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
Txhortat  ion 

•Confession   On  Unison)   ''Most  Holy  God,    who  does   search 
AND  PURrFY   the   hearts   of  mem:      grant  us   to   know  ourselves 
as  we  truly   are;   open   to   us   the   condition  or  our  souls; 
give  us   penitence   and   forgiveness   for   our  slns,    enable 
us  with  steadfast   resolution  to   amend   our   lives;   deliver 
us  from  captivity  to  false  thoughts  and  evil  habits, 
that  with  unity  of  mind  and   peace  of  conscience  vre  may  have 
□ur   full   reconciliation  with   yny,    and    be  of   the  blessed 
company  of  all  your  faithful  people;  through  jesus  christ 
our   Lqrd.      Amen. " 
•Kvrie        (ChoFr,    Congregation   and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  or  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:      '0   Lord   open  our    lips. 
People:      And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth   thv   praise 
♦Doxolosy       No*    551  Jibles? 

Scripture  Lesson:  Luke    II:    f-13      :.ble   readings 

Hymn  No.    22S  "Behold   us,    Lord"  Ex.    26,27,28 

♦Statement  of   Faith        (Front   of  Hymnal)     Extras    in    back 
•Gloria    Patri  for 

*Call  to    Prayer  Feb* 

•Pastor!      The   Lord   be  with   you. 
•People:      And  with   thy  spirit, 
*Paetqrj      Let  us   Pray. 
•Prayer  and   Praver   Response 
Offering 

Offertory  "Aribso"  Franck 


^^   Installation   of  Officers   and   Teachers   of  Church  School. 

Anthem:  *Kum  Ba   Yah"  Youth   Choi h 

Sermon:  ,rf    NEED,    GIVE  ME,    AMENJ" 

Prayer  and   Lord1 a   Prayer 
•Hymn  of  Dedication  No.      236  "Dear  Lord   and  Father" 
•Benediction    and   Three  Fold  Amen 

Organ  Pobtluoe:  "Recessional    [n  B"  Schuler 

--------   •Congregation   Standing   -  -   -  - 

The  Lovely   Flowers    on  the  Altar  have   been   placed   by 

Mrs.    Gilbert   Heginbothem    in  memory  of  her    "Husband". 
Serving  as   Ushers   today  are:   *DaVId  Curtis,    Robbie 

Vinroe,    Robert   Oellen,    Brian   Pfabe   and  Steve  Smith* 
Deacon  and  Mrs.    David   Curtis  will  represent   Council 

at   the  door   today. 
Nursery  will  be  provided    today    sy  Mrs,    Judy  Massart 

and  Mrs.    Norma    Pencil. 
The   attendance   last  Sunday   was  26?.  ffA  ffAfc 

^Hospitalised:     Mrs.    Emma  Hegiwbotham,    Mrs,  Tjqrot'hy 
^    Nicholas,    Mrs.    Tresa   Nicholas,    Harold    Sand  bach  ,-thhF 

Mrs.    Debra  Bier,    207   Greenvi ew  Drive   took   her   new 

baby   Boy   home  this   week. 
Mrs,.    Tresa  Nicholas  would    LtK£   to  thank   the  Congregation 

for   the   Flowers    and   cards   and  well  wishes. 
^Todav  -  5;30  ~  Congregational   Dinner   and  Meeting  - 

All  children    10  and  above   are   expected   to   remain  for 

the  meeting  -  younger   ones  will   be  shown   a  fflm. 

Chet  Stauffer  -^/I.C.  ;   Mike   Nazaruk   will   show  film  on 

PAST  ACTIVITIES  OF  St.   PAULfB.    PLEASE  BRING  SUFFICIENT 

food   for   your   family  -   tureen  type  meal. 
^We   need  men   to   set  up   tables   and    chairs    in   the   Unoeh- 
croft   after  the   Church   Service. 
Tues.    -   Feb.     II    -   A   Seeline   Fashion   Show  will  be  held 
in   the  Undercroft   at  7.3O  P-M-      Everyone    is  welcome 

AND  IB  ENCOURAGED  To  BRING  A  GUEST.    A  $50-  OUTFIT 

will  be  given  to  the  person  with  highest  sales  over 

$100,   doorprizes  and  a  surprise  fashion  show  tncluoed. 
Tickets  are  available  for  Sweetheart  Dinner  Dance  - 

Feb.  15  -  Saturday,  at  the  Saxonburg  Fire  Hall. 

See  the  Wayne  Deaners  or  Be a  jn  the  Office. 
Tuesday  -  7:00  -  BOARD  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION- 
Tuesday  -  7:30  -  PROPERTY  COMMITTEE  MEETING 
DON'T  FORGET  TONIGHT  -  5:30  -  YEARBOOKS  ARE  READY  THEN. 

yelcome  visitors:  greet  one  another. 


All  *>ra  no  need  b  this  compie-ce  « 

But'  shud  try  formulate  prs  this  way 
G  no  judge  ABC  no  use  all  pta 

want  us  cum  2  Him,  all  Jrimes/places 

t  out  scrip,  must  pr/pr/pr  that  which  needed 
lit  by  friend,  noting  2  eat, 
gd  sther  friend  set  up  ask  bread 
aroused  fr  no  give  bread  Bcauae  asked,  but  Bcause 
of  other  friends  need. 
This  how  &  ans  pr, 
not  Bcauae  we  need,  but  Bcauae  we  express  need 
Js  also  say,  Vs  9  (read) 
Cum  2  G,  ir/pr/nr/ 
continue  seek/knock/a 
this  secret  of  pr 
Hot  merely  cum  2  3  ask  1nce/no  ans/'tget  it 
But  2  pr^.y/cont  pray  until  get  an  • 
Now  all  this  hopefully  give  ea  insite  how  2  pr 
what  need  now  2  practice  it  _  . 

Would  ask  any  never  indulge  much  pr,  2  make  habit 
of  it,  beg  S*  ,     . 

Upon  arising  thank  5  for  nites  blessings/  new  day 
pr  meals/bus/car/work  etc/  . 

Jhould  make  prayer  lists,  this  3  needs  thia  cm  ch 
peop  here/friends/nei  hbors/pastor 

'.Jould  like  0  pr  groups  start  here, 
perhaps  would  C  outpour  G  spirit  our  livs  Sc  comm. 

(Illustration  Jr.  Norman  Hall  &  prayer) 
Thia  exaup  we  underestimate  pr  &   power  of  it 
Let  us  Bgin  2day  cum  2  G  mor  than  in  past 
,  '   ■   cum  2  G  &  0  wat  great  things  He  can  do  if 
we  trust  Him,  &   Blioe  He  giv  what  asked 
Js   aid,  '  '       ■  Jtt 

NAME,  HE  V/IIO.'^TVS~lT~TCn-." 
?j I  n5ain~ge~EHa1  lrOT2  ..'  .    " 

This  must  do  as  cong,  &  individ 
past  yr  seen  manjr  wonderful  things  happen  this  Ch 
Only  explan  G  at  work  here. 
But  only  seen  beginning  what  G  can  do 
Uust  come  2  Him  in  faith/Blieve  He  will  answer, 
&  all  continue  2  pray/pray/pray. 

longer  can  prs  B  "I  REED,  GIVE  MB ,  *W»" 
\ut  rather,  they  must  come  from  loving/dedicated 
peop/  dedicated  hearts,  of  cong  of  God's  people. 


"I  Keed,  Give  He,  Amen!^ 

Text:  Luke  11:1, 

,       was  praying  in  a  certai; 
1   :,   :»n  .^ec  ceaaedj  one_ 
Him, ~^ Lord,  teach  us  to  pray,  as  John  also  tan. 
hTjP'isciplefu  '  " 

Scripture  Luke  11:1-13 

(Illustration  little  boy,  prayers  &  nail) 
Perhaps  many  peop  pray  this  way, 
lie  sum  us  do 
;elf-suffic  &  no  need  G  only  when  bad  troub 
I  feel  I  sumtime  know  how  G  feel,  when  peop  cum  2 
me  when  2  late,  :  say,  "I  no  want  bother  U,  U  busy. 
It  true  pastor  busy,  but  his  job  help  peop 
G  busy  all  world,  but  not  2  busy  hear  prays  of  pe 

;  cultivate  habit  pray  G  all  tines, places 
this  P  say  Thessa,  "pray  without  ceasing" 
Last  wk  -said,  teach  pray  this  wk 
Must  1st  under  I  no  know  all  2  know  prayer 
p.  life  sumtimes  not  adequate  wither 
Many  times  diffi  2  pray 
I  like  U,  groping  4  way  many  times. _ 
llese  accep  snide/outline  not  as  fl- 
out as  means  increse  effectiv  as  peop  G  stri 
cum  2  Him  in  pr. 

Ironically  our  scrip/SG  lesson  same, 
G  tell  us  sumthing  bout  prayer,  more  than  coinci 
(Read  1'extO 
i'bPh  Js  gave  I's  1'r.  2  discips 

?.  consider  B  perfec  pr. /contain  elea  need  in 
Cui   ne:  1.  rjalu/intro,  prais  thanksgiv 
;e  ackn  G  creator.  Hot  pal/buddy  dn  street, 
no  call  up,  "Joe,  I  need  car,  give  me  keys,  so 
HE  PATH  R,    MIGHTY,  GOD 

:  i,  lie  do  thing  His  way, 
submission  2  His  will  '4-  us. 

stitions,  we  as]        >,  lay  probe  B*  Him 

e  want  answer 
'+.  Confession,  all  sinnera/no  sin,  no  need  pray 
commit  sins  ea  day 

5.  God's  guidance,  against  wiles  devil,  evils  world 

6.  Thanks  2  G  *  answers  pr 

:ain : 
1.  praise/thanksgiv,  ?-.   Obed  His  will,  not  ours, 
3.  needs/petitions,  4.  conf.  5,  (juidance  -,11  life 

6.  thanks  answers  pr  '*   ^   -v 


I  Neeed,  Give  Me,  Amen!" 

Text:  Luke  11:1, 

tft-  -  it  came  to  pass  that,  as  He  was.  praying  ^  a  certain  place,  when  He 
ceased,  one  of  His  disciples  said  to  Him,  Lord,  teach  us  to  pray,  as  John 
also  taught  his  disciples. " 

Scripture :Luke  11:1-13 

who 
A  little  hoy  had  he en  taught  to  pray,  found  himself  sliding  down  a  roof  and 

apparently  to  a  serious  fall.   As  he  slid  toward  the  edge  he  prayed,  "0  lord, 

save  me!   Save  me!   Just  then  a  nail  protruding  through  the  roof  at  the 

edge  caught  his  pants  and  he  hung  at  the  edge,  stopped  just  in  time.   He 

quickly  added  a  postscript  to  the  prayerm  "Never  mind  Lord,;  a  nail  has  done 

it  for  you." 

Perhaps  many  people  come  to  Sod  in  this  fashion,  if  they  dome  to  Him  at  all. 

The  lure  of  heing  self-sufficient  is  always  with  us,  and  we  want  to  handle 

things  in  our  own  way.   There  are  times  when  I  believe  I  know  how  God  must 

feel  about  us,  when  I  encounter  someone  and  their  world  has  collapsed  around 

t   m,  and  it  is  too  late  to  do  anything  about  it.   And  they  say  to  me,  "I 

didn't  want  to  bother  you  because  I  know  you  ar  busy."   Yes,  &gi±x±gxfcMa,y 

jpisixax  a  pastor  is  buey,  but  he  is  there  to  help  in  times  of  need  and  he  can 

only  do  that  if  called  upon  to  help.   God  is  busy  in  all  of  the  world,  but  He 

is  never  too  busy  to  hear  our  prayers.   >o  we  must  cultivate  the  habit  of 

coming  to  Him  at  all  jrtmes,  and  not  gust  when  we  are  in  serious  trouble.   This 

is  what  Paul  was  saying  when  he  told  the  Thessalonians  to  pray  without  ceasing. 

He  meant  to  continually  come  to  God. 

iWour  scripture  this  morning  we  read  thi.      familiar  giving  of  the  Lord's 

■aVe  this  pv  because  fcha        to  ilin 

an#*flSuQa6LJ-i--:  to  teach  them  how  to  pray  as  <"'ofcn  had  taught  his  disciples. 

Last  week  I  said  that  during' this  sermon  I  would  teach  you  how  to  pray.   Now 

you  must  first  of  all  understand  that  I  do  not  profess  to  know  all  there  is 

tv  know  about  prayer.   There  are  many  times  when  I  know  that  my  prayer  life 

is  not  completely  adequate.   There  are  many  times  when  I  find  it  difficult 

to  pray.   So  I  must  add  that  I  am  just  like  any  of  you,  groping  for  the  way^ 
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f-iany  times.   So  please  accept  this  guide  and  outline  not  as  a  final  authority, 
fe   as  a  means  to  increase  our  effectiveness  as  a  people  of  God,  striving  to 
come  to  Him  in  prayer. 

Ironically,  the  scritpure  for  this  morning  was  also  the  scripture  for  the 
adult  Sunday  school  class.   I  knew  nothing  of  this  and  did  not  learn  of  it 
until  sometime  Thurday. afternoon.   I  believe  that  we  can  see  in  this  once 
again,  that  God  is  leading  us  and  trying  to  get  His  message  across  to  us 
concerning  prayer.   So  therefore,  I  bel  eve  it  is  more  than  a  coincidence, 
but  it  is  the  leading  of  God.  .  j 

TE  X7"  •     V  Wi?**     ^     c**F     L  J    ?A* 

XsxaxsxKSEXxg&XEqpcfeis  Hhe  Lord's  Prayer  is  considered  to  be  the  perfect  prayer, 
not  only  because  it  was  given  by  Js,  but  because  it  contains  all  of  the  element 
needed  in  any  prayer.   We  are  not  going  to  analyze  it  verse  by  verse,  perhaps 
we  can  do  this  at  a  later  time  in  a  series  of  sermons. 
Let  us  suffice  it  to  say  that  the  Lord's  Prayer  contains  the  following  out- 

te.  First:  it  has  a  salutation  or  introduction  which  is  made  up  of  praise 
and  thanksgiving.  This  all  prayers  should  have.  We  acknowledge  that  God  is 
our  Creator.  He  is  not  the  old  pal  that  we  may  have  at  the  mill  or  plant  or 
living  next  door.  He  is  not  "The  man  upstairs",  or  any  of  the  other  common 
names  and  titles  we  try  to  place  upon  Him.  Nor  is  He  the  old  trusted  friend 
that  we  can  call  up  and  say,  "Joe,  I  need  your  car,  give  me  the  keys,  so  long. 
But  instead,  He  is  father,  He  is  Almighty,  He  is  God. 

Second:  We  do  not  come  to  God  and  demand  action  as  we  would  seek  service  on 
our  car  or  television.   We  come  to  Him  acknowledging  that  it  is  to  be  done 
in  His  way.   Thus  we  would  use  the  second  point  as  being  one  of  submission 
to  His  will  for  us. 

Next:  we  come  to  Him  with  our  petitions.   This  means  we  ask  for  whatever  it 
is  we  have  need.  We  lay  our  problems  before  Him  seeking  that  He  will  give 

the  solutions  that  are  needed.   Here  again  we  do  not  come  and  tell  God 
how  to  do  it.   We  respectfully  seek  His  answer  in  whatever  way  He  wants 
to  answer. 


Next:  we  need  to  come  to  Him  in  confession.   There  is  no  sense  in  us  fooling 
ov   selves,  and  trying  to  fool  G-od  by  believing  that  we  are  without  sin.   We 
commit  sins  each  day  and  we  need  to  ask  for  God's  forgiveness  for  them. 
Anyone  who  refuses  to  acknowledge  that  he  is  a  sinner,  need  not  bother  to 
pray,  for  God  is  not  going  to  answer  the  prayers  of  someone  who  tries  to  put 
himself  on  the  same  plane  with  God. 

And  then  finally:  we  need  to  ask  for  God's  guidance  to  withstand  the  tempt- 
ations of  the  world.   To  be  able  to  withstand  the  wiles  of  the  devil ,  and 
then  to  thank  God  for  His  answers  to  our  prayers. 
So  basically  the  outline  for  prayer  is: 

1.  Introduction  or  Salutation  which  includes  praise  and  thanksgiving  to  God. 

2.  Obedience  to  His  will,  not  ours. 

3.  Our  needs,  or  our  petitions. 

4.  Confession  of  our  sins 

I      Guidance  in  all  of  life 

6.  .Thanks  for  the  answers  to  our  prayers  and  praise  to  Him  again  in  Jesus  name, 

Now  all  of  our  prayers  do  not  always  need  to  be  in  this  specific  order,  nor 
do  they  need  to  contain  all  of  these  elements.   But  we  should  learn  to  form- 
ulate our  prayers  so  they  correspond  to  this  type  of  outline. 
God  is  not  going  to  Judge  us  with  an  A, 3,  or  J,  if  we  use  or  do  not  use  all 
of  these  points.   But  what  He  wants  is  for  us  to  come  to  Him,  and  to  seek 
Him,  not  only  when  we  have  needs,  but  in  our  times  of  joy  and  happiness  as 
well. 
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the  tpe^s  Hxxxteisfe  which  provided  the  wood.   Thanks  for  the  men  who  cut  the 

*£,  for  the  mill  tha£  planed  and  sawed  then.   For  the  factory 'that  processed 

the  wood  and  built  the  pews  and  so  on.   You  see,  it  is  simple  little  things 

jr  which  we  need  to  he  thankful,  and  we'  need  not  always  look  for  the  b;ig 

things  to  thank  God  for. 

r'oint  three;''  we  must  ask  what  we  want  to  ask  for.   ./a  do  not  come  and  say, 
/ 

eed,  Gi^e  lie,  Amen."   Instead  w      that  if  it  be- possible  that  God  grant 

our  request. 

And  then  we  need  to  thank  _God  for  hearing  our  prayer  and  for  acting  u  on  it. 

"his  is  .the  basic  formula  for  pray  jr.   :,ot  all  players  need  to  contain 

{ 

all  of  the  S ,  all.  of  the  time.   But  generally  we  should  use  aibll 

of  them  in  a  prayer. 

Let  me  give  thorn  again:   liaise  to  God,  thanksgiving  to  Hm  for  jjjeaiy  (2if-£erent 
things,  our  need3  or  petitions,  and  our  gr      e  for  the  naswer. 
|   n  Yk   read  «ifc  n  our  scripture  for  this  morning  vgz&Mm   that  Jesus  points 
out  that  we  should  pray,  and  pray  and  continue  to  pray  for  something  of  which 
we  have  need.   He  uses  the  illustration  of  a  man  being  visited  by  a  friend, 
who  has  nothing  in  the  house  for  the  friend  to  eat.  :J>o   he  awakens  another 
friend  to  give  him  some  bread.   The  aroused  friend  will  not  give  bread  be- 
cause he  is  a&ked,  but  because  of  the  other  friends  need.   This  is  how  God 
answers  our  prayers.   He  gives  us  not  always  because  we  need,  but  because  we 
ask  and  express -"that  need.   This  also  amplifies  what  Jesus  said  about  God 
knowing  what  we  need  even  before  we  ask,  but  the  responsibility  rests  with 
us  to  make  that  desire  known  to  God  and  then  He  will  act  upon  it. 
Jesus  also  points  out  that  we  are  to,  "Aske  etc.  vs9) 

That  means  we  are  to  come  to  God  and  to  pray,  pray,  pray.   We  are  to  con- 
tinue seeking,  and  knocking,  and  asking.   This  is  the  secret  of  prayer.   xx± 
I   is  not  merely  coming  to  God  once  and  asking  His  help  and  when  we  do  not 
get  our  desired  answer  to  forget  about  it.   But  rather,  it  is  to  pray  and  to 
continue  praying  about  the  natter  until  we  get  an  "answer  one  way  or  anboher. 


Now  all  of  this  hopefully  will  give  each  of  us  perhaps  a  new  insight  on  pray- 
s     ,'hat  we  need  to  do  now  is  to  begin  to  practice  it,   I  would  ask  any  of 
you  who  have  never  indulged  in  much  prayer  to  make  a  habit  of  it  by  begin- 
ning today.   We  should  take  a  few  moments  upon  awaking  to  thank  God  for  the 
rest  of  the  night,  and  for  bringing  us  to  a  new  day,  and  to  ask  Him  to  lead 
us  through  the  day.   We  should  thank  God  for  out  food  at  breakfast,  lunch 
and  supper.   We  need  not  make  a  big  disp&ay  of  this  in  public.   It  can  be 
done  quietly  and  privately  as  well  as  openly. 

We  need  to  ask  God's  help  as  we  go  about  our  appointed  tasks  at  different 
intervals  during  the  day.   loo  often  people  associate  prayer  with  speaking  out 
loud  with  hands  folded,  looking  up  to  heaven.   This  is  one  way  to  pray,  but 
toe  can  be  praying  to  God  in  the  midst  of  a  whole  mob  of  people,  without  ever 
bowing  our  heads.  tie   can  pray  on  a  bus,  a  train,  a  plane,  a  boat,  or  wherever 
we  are  and  at  anytime. 

us  each  one  here  begin  to  pray  for  the  needs  of  this  church,  and  that 
means  for  the  minister  as  well,  because  he  3ure  needs  your  prayers  many,  many 
times.   Let  us  begin  to  pray  for  each  other  as  members  of  this  congregation. 
And  let  us  reach  out  in  love  toward  each  other  and  become  a  much  closer  knit 
family  of  God  here  at  St.  Paul's.   I  would  like  to  see  some  prayer  groups 
organized  in  this  church,  meeting  regularly  to  pray  for  our  needs  here.   If 
we  would  do  this,  I  know  that  we  would  see  a  mighty  outpouring  of  God's 
spirit  in  our  lives  and  in  this  community.   Let's  pray  for  help  in  this 

direction.   In  fact  it  would  be  a  good  idea  if  we  each  were  to  sit  down  and 

&  people 
make  a  list  of  the  things  we  need  to  pray  aboutxxxSndbcfc  and  for.   Then  we 

need  to  make  it  a  daily  practice  to  take  this  list  and  pray  to  God  about  it. 

We  never  know  the  far  reaching  effects  thatv;;rayer  may  bring  about. 

Dr.  Norman  Hall  a  minister  once  stood  on  the  summit  of  a  mountain  called 

£   wden  which  is  approximately  5560  feet  above  sea  level. 

(Illustration  of  sunrise  &  following  events.) 

This  I  believe  shows  how  we  underestimate  the  power  of  prayer.   Let  us  begin 

today  to  come  to  God  more  than  we  have  in  the  past.   Let  us  come  to  God  and 
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see  what  great  things  He  can  and  will  do  if  we  trust  Him,  and  we  believe 
t   ';  He  will  sns}in  give  whatever  we  may  ask.   Jesus  said,  "V/hatever  ye  shall 
ask  the  Father  in  my  name,  he  will  give  it  you."   And  again  He  said,  "Whatever 
things  ye  desire,  when  ye  pray,  believe  that  ye  receive  them,  and  ye  shall 
have  them."   This  we  must  do  individually  and  as  a  congregation. 
TJjis  past  year  many  of  us  have  seen  some  wonderful  things  that  have  happened 
in  this  churcho   SHtekfeKXxxxxHX±xx:fcfeBxfeK  The  only  possible  explanation  is 
that  God  has  been  at  work  here.   But  we  have  only  seen  the  beginning  of  what 
God  can  do.   But  we  must  come  to  Him  in  faith,  believing  He  will  answer, 
and  all  of  us  continue  to  pray,  and  pray,  and  pray.   No  longer  can  our 
prayers  be,  "I   -  .,  Give  Me,  Amen."   But  rather,  they  must  come  from 
loving,  dedicated  hearts,  of  a  congregation  of  God's  people. 


ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF   CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Fourth   Sunday   After  Epiphany  February  2,    1975 

Rev,   Ralph   C.   Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Marilyn  Stephenson,    Organist 
Mr.    Ralph   Cooper,    ChoIR   Director 
Nancy   Link,    Ellen  Master  -  Acolytes 

OROER  OF  WORSHIP    I  I :O0  A.M. 
Prelude  Musrc:  "Adagio"  Guilmant 

,fserenadeti  cze«w0nky 

Silent  Praver 

•Processi  onal  Hvmn  No.    3^  fl0   day   op  rest   and   gladness11 

•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

*exhqrtati on 

•Confession    On  Unison)    -   "In  thy  sweat  mercv  hear  us, 
our   Father,    as   we  confess   our  wanv   sins   against   thee 
and    our    brethren.       for   all    anger   and    self-will!    for 
all   use   of   our   strength   to    re. at   down   those  who  are 
weaker;   for  every  unholy  desire  and    impure  thought; 
for  the  love  of  money  which    is   the   root  of   evil!   for 
hatreds   and  prejudices   which    injure  others    and    corrupt 
our   own  souls;   for   little  sacrifices   on    behalf   of 
great   causes;    for   placing  dependence    in  ourselves   rather 

THAN     IN    THEE,     FORGIVE    MB,     0    LoRD    lfTHROUGH    JeSUS    ChRIBT 

our  Saviour.      Amen." 

*KyR1 E  (Cho I R,     CoNGREGAT ION    AND     PaSTOr) 

*AS9UHANCE     OF     PARDON    —    CHORAL    AMEN 
•PRAISE 

•Pastor:      '0   Lord   open  our  h*ps. 

•People:     A  no  our  mouth  shall  show  forth   thy   praise 
•Doxology        No.    551 
Scripture  Lesson;  Matthew   I51    1-20 

Hymn  No-    \$     "We   praise  Thee»   0  God,    our  Redeemer'1 
♦Affirmation  op  our   Faith      (Apostles'    Creed) 
'Gloria  Patri 
*Call  to   Prayer 

•Pastor:      The   Lqrd   bz  with  you- 
•People:      And   wtTM  thy   spirit, 
'Pastor!      Let  us   Pray. 
•Prayer   and  Prayer   Response 
Offer i ng 


Offertory  "Prayer"  Sergisbqn 

Anthem?  "Amazing   Grace"  Newton 

Sermon: 

Prayer   and    Lord's   Praver 
•Hymn  of  Dedication   No.    290  "Stand  up,    bt**o  up   fop  Jesus" 

(Standing  for   all  four  verses) 
•Benediction  and   Three   Fold   Amen 

PqStLuoe:  "Fanfare   Postluoe"  Graham 

—  —  —  —  —  —  —  ——     Congregation  Standing  -----   —  — 

The   Lovely   Flowers  on  the  Altar  have   been   placed   by 
Mr.   &  Mrs.   Roland  Thompson  to   the   "Glory  of  God" 
Serving   as   Ushers    today   are:      *Allen   Botacch],    John 
Redman,    Dan   Bosko,    Robert  Knauer   and  Charles    Penar. 
Elder  Arthur   Snyder  will  represent  Council  at  the  door. 
Nursery  will  be   provided   tooay   by:     Mrs.    Rodney  Renbel, 
Mrs.    Philip  Snyder    and   Paula  Stephenson. 
The   attendance   last  Sunday   was    ]'jk 
Monday  -  J  :}Q  -  WOMEN'S  MARY   PRUGH  CIRCLE 
>"  Wed.    -  7^30  -   CHURCH  COUNCIL  MEETING 

Thurs.    -  Newsletter  will    be  published  -  please  Have 

ALL  MATERIAL  IN  BY  WEDNESDAY.   MR  .  W.W§  pFABE_BCMH  -^^^ 

Also/  Hospitalized:     Mrs.    Amelia  Dreher,    North  Side  Hosp, 
Youngstown,    Oheo  1+U5C4  -  Room  379,    Mrs.    Dorothy 
NjcholaSj    Mrs.    Thesa   Nicholas,    Rev,    Granville   Cooper. 
Harold   Sandbach  would   like   to   thank     the   Congregation 

for  the  flowers   from  the  altar,    cards  and   prayers. 
TONIGHT:       6:30   P.M.    -   YOUTH   CHOIR    PRACTICE.-  ~-  7/ 
Coming   Events:   Tues,    Feb.    II,    7:30  -  HISTORY  REPEATS 
ITSELF,      Remember  the  M£Nfs   fashion  show?      The  ARC 
Class    is  sponsoring   a  Beeline  Party  and   fashion  show 
with  "Rachel"   Lpnk,    "Darla"   Kennedv  and  "Pauline" 

PFASE    MODELING     THE     LATEST     IN    WQMEn's     FASHIONS. 

There  will  also  se  women  models,  door  prizes  and 
re^.ieshmentb.  no  admission  charge  and  guests  are 

WELCOME. 

Feb.    15   -  Saturday  -   SWEETHEART  DWMER*DANCE  -  at 
Saxonburg   Fire  Hall.      Pork  Turkey  or  Roast   Beef    is  oh 
the   menu.       Dinner    at    7t00  P.M.    -   Wayne    DeanerS    and 
Bea   TaIt  have   tickets.      You  WILL   really  enjoy   thib   - 
Not  much  time   left   so  get  your  tickets   now. 
Thurs.    -  Feb.    P0  -6:30  -  Butler  Area   Lavman's    Dinner 
and   meeting  -  Bos    TaIT,    J,    W.    Harmon   have   tickets, 
I        Dinner    is   at  our  Church  -  J.    Brennan  will   be         tsr   speaker 


2/1 


when  done  hands  clean 
watr  Js  talk  bout  be  questioned  bout  disc. 
lie  toll  no  matter  how  wash/how  man:,'  lav;  kept, 
nat  matter,  purity  mans  heart 

Thus  Js  reiterate  wat  Solo  say  Prov  5tS  6:16 
G  look  hart  man/He  hate  sin  proceed  from  evil  hart 

fli  .a.  wet  1  naves) 

Tittle  by  little  sins  pile  up, 

start  small  insignif,  build  up 
llllus  camel  -  arab) 

All  start  out  small  white  lie,  no  consequ 
lie  bout  neighbor,  friend, 

■le  by  little,  add  our  lives  Bcome 

full  of  "7-Up"  Solo  warn  against 

■  J  John  CewtgnJ 

■■i-   this,  Am„zing  Grace 
This  ana  2  "7-Up"   of  sin. 
1st  need  awareness  we  sinful  by  nature, 
""S^sinners  whether  want  3  or  not 

sage  Jn      "  a ch/Js  pre 

we  must  hear  &  preach  2day. 

'.'hen  rep.ea.W-we  ilSSCS  Grace.  of_  & 

'That  AmazGrace  that  saves  wretches  such  as  we 

0  come  '  drink,  not  of  the  "7-Up"  of  sin, 
but  of  that  living  water  which  Js  Xp  the  Lord. 


■•  _ 

rure:  Matt.  15=1-20 
l'af*-:i:    Prov.  J:  16-1 9, 

Th(  >  six  things  doth  the  Lord  hatei  yea, 
an  Jib o  ;   ii  '   ':    Lmj  a  proud'  look,  a  ly'i> 

id  innocent  blood,  an  heart  that 
■:;'■•  wicked  i-, laminations ,  feet  that  are  swift  in 
■  ",  a  false         that  opeaketh 
"hat  soweth  discord  among  brethre." 

Ma-fet:  15*  10-20a,   ".But  those  things  :which  proceed 
Xxom  out  of  the  mouth  come  forth  from  the  heart,  and 
'op  out  of  the  heart  proceed 
,       -  ,  adulteries,  fornications, 
•  '   ,  is,  blasphemies.   These  are  the 


Hold  up  "7^Jp." 
If  ask  where  in  sib,  '  tiard  press  2  find 
16th  vs,  6  chap  Prov  if  stretch  imag  it  mentioned 
text: 
7  things  detest  b 
7  things  Up  on  top  of  list  things  Q   hates 
"7-Up"  if  U  will 

1.  proud  look=eyes/actions,  phari  :.  prayer 

2.  lying  tongue^outh/voice,  tell  lies=Jain,  Jo  Bros 

3.  hands  shed  inno  blud=hands,  Cain,  Javid 

4.  hart  devis  wicked  imagin=hart,  David,  Saul 

5.  ft  swift  runn  mischief =ft  ,  Sehazi,  lerv  Eli  aha 

6.  fals  wit  speak  lies-ton^ue/mouth,  peop  vs  Js. 

7.  he  sow  discord  among  breth=voice/actions,  Jos  bro; 

-■  of  "7-Up"  involve  parts  body, 

nt  out  of  whole  list  3  basic  thing  G  hates, 
BIN,  "31 !-  , 
G  hate  SIN  any  shape/form  whatever 
.crip  this  AM  tell  think  Js  these  lines, 
■  narrow  all  down  1  basic  thin  , 
He  say  H  . 

■  XT) 
ana  to  l hars/scribes  ask  bout  dis  6  handwash 
\y  need  wash  ft  enter  house 
B4  eat  wash  hand,  mor  than  casual  wash  4  Jew 
It  actual  ritual 
1st  band  B  free  sand/mortar/other  subs. 
Waterkept  lg  jars,  must  3  clean 
(   nd  wash  finger  pt  up 

/iater  run  dn  2  wrist,  approx  1  log=1#  eggshell 
iiub  one  fist  hand  other,  this  make  water  unclean 
'.;t  rinse  again,  '•'.•  finger  ot  dn,  ,/ator  run  off 


"7-Up" 

Scripture:   Matthew  15:1-20 

T--ts:    "These    six  things   doth  the  Lord  hate;    yea,    seven  are   an   abomination 
^  to   Him:    A  proud  look,    a  lying  tongue,    and  hands  that   shed  innocent 

blood,   An  heart  that  devisebh  kxxx  wicked  imaginations,   feet  that 
are    swift   in  running  to  mischief,   A  false   witness  that   speaketh  lies, 
and  he   that   soweth  discord  among  brethren."     KJV  Prov.    5:16-19 

it   those   things   which  proceed   from  EXBxkKxxi:  out   of   the   mouth 
come   forth  from  the  heart,    and  they  defile   xksn  the  man.      Por  out 
of  the  heart  proceed  evil  thoughts,   murders,   adulteries,   fornications, 
thefts,    false   witness,   blasphemies.      These   are   the   things   which 
defile   a  man."      KJV  Matthew  15:13, itgx&x.  19,20a 

XXIISSISXM^X^gS/,«gI]aM^£SiSgi|H:':ax«SM<£KSJ5^,:^i:th  5535  '3MXtt333mX£M$XMS£SM 
3£K8XgiHaXK8X<aKHff4   WSM  a332fEX  .i&eE6-IaE^.:gXIAtKd^icked-^eople-Kuried2X 
EM:«aiiXaXMMai^£hfa::vihaife^  j  3ESSXJ8SXMPXX 

MaKjtXKlMiyxSgXfKJfXgSgyY^ya^  CDS  SfPHlXXXHll  JQELXXggggllgres: -ar»-,f  1XIMXMXK 
W0BBE&3$&IMMSHXSXH.  &mXXXKXSMXMXtt.  XXIgXJBOKSl  -is,   that  iall  .people.  iM 
ggXE  Cuban  ^RaXXiflQiXaTX^TffiXaJLfeltM 

I   am  certain  that   almost   hx  all   of  you  can   identify  what  makes/or  made  xk  the 
c       bents   of   this   can.      It   is   a  can   of   a  popular   soft   drink  called    "7-up". 

Now  if   I   were   to   ask  you   if   there   is   a  mention  made   in  the   Bible   to   this, 

1 5th  verse   of 

I  am  sure  that  you  would  be  hard  pressed  to  find  it.   But  in. the  6th  chapter 

if  you  stretch  your  imagination  ^ 

of  Proverbs  ,there  is  an  indxrect  mention  to  the  term.   It  is  found  in  the 

/J  ,,nd  then 
16th  verse.   We  read  there,  (read  16a  of  text),  xhas  we  see  that  there  are 

recorded  7  things  that  are  detested  by  God.   7  things  that  are  UP  on  the 

top  of  the  list  of  things  God  hates,  or  "7-Up"  if  you  willo 

1st  is  a  proud  look.   This  is  done  with  the  eyes  and  actions  of  an  individual. 

■ire  told  tine  after  time  in  scripture  that  we  are  not  to  be  proud.   1 erhaps 

we  need  to  explain  thatby  this  is  meant  a  vain  pride  in  our  accomplishments 

that  keeps  us  from  being  humble.   Pride  that  we  have  done  something  and  we 

refuse  to  acknowledge  that  God  hap.  made  all  of  it  possible.   This  is  the 

pride  xx^ksHx^xxaHdx±t::iHXHHXxxHxteaxssnxxsH;d;xx±ikxxxxxxxH:  that  makes  us  look 

v.      n  our  fellow-man  as  not  being  as  good  as  we.  Or  axpride  that  makes  us 

place  ourselves  over  and  above  otho  ■  .   The  pride  kka±  of  the  Pharisee,  who 

prayed  to  God,  thaniing  Him  that  he  was  not  like  tksxpEtfeitasH  a  lot  of  other 
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people  he  knew. 
^  "'  lying  tongue,"  is  making  use  of  the  mouth  and.  voice  to  state  things  that 

r,re   not  true. 
/j>  "And  hands  that  shed  innocent  blood,"  the  use  of  the  hands  to  accomplish  evil 

means. 
i/"An  heart  that  deviseth  wicked  imaginations,"  involves  the  heart  naturally, 
„5""""Feet  that  are  swift  in  running  to  mischief,"  involves  the  use  of  the  feet 

to  carry  a  person  to  the  wrong  places  and  involve  him  in  doing  the  wrong 

things. 
/  "A  false  witness  that  speaketh  lies,"  involves  the  tongue  and  mouth  again. 
**7"And  he  that  soweth  discord  among  the  brethren,"  is  again  using  the  voice, 

and  actions  to  do  wrong  against  our  neighbors. 

Thus  we  see  that  five  of  the  "7-Up"  for  consideration  involve  parts  of  the 

boiffy.  "The  eyes,  tongue,  hands,  heart  and  feet."   But  out  of  all  of  this  list 

v  can  narrow  it  done  to  3  basic  things  that  God  hates,  and  they  are^'Sin^, 

Sin,  and  Sin."   God  hate::-  sin  in  any  shape  or  form,  and  we  must  realize  this. 

Our  scripture  for  this  morning  tells  us  of  the  thinking  of  Jesus  along  these 
lines  and  we  see  that  He  has  further^  narrowed  all  of  this  down  to  1  basic 
thing  and  He  says  it  is  the  "Heart."  He  says,  (read  text  from  Matthew), 
His  answer  was  inreference  to  the  Scribes  and  the  iharisees  who  came  asking 
why  His  disciples  did  not  observe  the  ceremonial  handwashing  before  eating. 
This  hand  washing  was  necessary  because  of  the  dry  dusty  conditions  in  Pal- 
estine. Upon  entering  a  house,  a  person  sat  down  and  either  washed  his  own 
feet  or  a  servant  did  it  for  him.   Before  eating  acperson  was  required  to 
wash  his  hands. iiixaxisasliij^ixiEEXxisixxHxx^kxsxrHHKixHnx  To  the  Jew  it  was 
more  than  tiust  a  casual  rinsing  of  the  hands  as  children  often  do.   But  it 
tool:  upon  itself  an  actual  ritual.   The  hands  am&xs^mKxwHEHxwKKlsK&xM^xxKXE&H: 
s   skxx  were  washed  before  each  meal,  and  between  each  of  the  courses.   They 
were  not  only  washed,  but  had  to  be  washed  in  a  certain  way.   The  hands  had 
to  be  free  of  any  coating  o£   sand,  or  mortar  or  other  substance.   The  water 
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for  washing  was  kept  in  specialilarge  stone  jars,  which  had  to  contain  clean 
wrLer  especially  for  that  purpose,   nothing  was  permitted  to  fall  into  them, 
or  mixed  with  the  water.   First  the  hands  were  held  with  the  fingers  pointing 
upward.   7ater  was  poured  over  the  hands  so  that  it  ran  down  to  the  writ. 
The  minimum  amount  of  water  was  approximately  one  quarter  of  a  log,  which 
is  equal  to  one  and  a  half  egg-shells  full  of  water.   While  the  hands  were 
wet  they  had  to  be  cleaned  one  against  the  other.   This  was  done  by  rubbing 
the  fist  of  one  hand  into  the  palm  of  the  other.   This  now  meant  that  the  water 
used  to  clean  the  hands  was  unclean,  because  it  had  touched  unclean  hands. 
So  now  the  hands  had  to  be  rinsed  again  to  remove  the  unclean  water.   jo  now 
the  hands  were  held  with  the  fingers  pointing  downward,  and  the  water  was 
poured  in  such  a  way  that  it  ran  from  the  wrists  and  off  the  fingertips.   Thus 
when  all  of  this  had  taken  place,  the  hands  were  considered  clean. 
Now  this  is  what  Jesus  was  talking  about  when  he  was  being  questioned  as  to 
w"  ■  his  disciples  did  not  was  h  their  hands  before  eating.   He  was  telling 
them  that  the  thing  that  really  mattered  was  not  how  they   washed  their  hands, 
or  how  many  of  the  ritualistic  laws  they  had  kept,  but  the  purity  of  a  mans 
heart. 

in  essence  Jesus  was  reiterating  that  which  bolomon  said  so  many  jrears 
before,  that  God  looks  upon  the  heart  of  man  and  He  hates  the  sins  that 
proceed  from  an  evil  heart.  ,  -.onetime  ago  wet  leaves  cover  of 

the  New  Haven  railroad  and  they  stalled  a  100  car  freight.         .   :ody 
once  said,  (Illustration  of  this).   From  this  we  see  that  little  by  little 
sins  start  out  as  small  insignificant  things.   They  nre  like  the  arab  who 
was_$eated  in  his  nice  warm  tent  while  his  camel  was  outside  in  the  cold  night  * 
(Illustration  of  this  story,  Axah       mel  ) 

Now  all  of  this  had  to  do  with  sin,  but  what  is  also  being  pointed  out  is 
t1  t  religion  can  take  upon  itself  a  ritualism  instead  of  true  worship. 
Ooae  people  are  still  of  the  mind  that  if  they  attend  church  regularly,  give 
liberally,  commune  often,  all  is  well  with  their  soul.   But  this  is  not  so. 
True  religion  does  not  consist  in  a  ritualistic  pattern  of  observances. 
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Urue  religion  consists  in  coming  to  !lod  in  repehte\ce  Bcr  -sins  coTvuitted 
dr:iy.   It  means  that  we  seek  to  do  awa^  with  those      S  that  creen  into 
our  \'      nd  isultiply  slowly  and  insidiously  if  left  u       <.d.      It  all 
starts  out  with' perhaps  telling  a  lie,  and  we  pass  it  off  as  only  being 
little  "white  lie"  of  little  or  no  consequence.   Then  we  perhaps  tell  an 
untrue  account  about  a  neighbor  or  friend.   We  follow  this  by  being  extremely 
proud  of  our  accomplishments  in  life  and  little  by  little  s#e  lives  *mm   full 
of  the  "7-Up"  which  Solomon  warned  against. 
(Illustration  of  John  Newton  and  Amazing  Grace) 
:Sk±KxxxxaxOTS±xBacKmH±KXH:£xfcHWXX±H*xiK^ 

Cur  choir  sang"  this  old  and  beautiful  anthem  this  morning.   This  is  the 
answer  to  the  "7-Up"  of  sin.   .'list  we  need  an  awareness  that  we  are  sin- 
ful by  nature,  and  sinners  iigc  whether  we  want  to  be  or  not.   Then  we  must 

be  repentent.   This  is  the  message  that  John  the  Baptist  preached.   It  is 

This  is  the  message  we  need  to  preach  and  hear  as  well. 
+  -3  message  that  Jesus  preached.  ..And  when  we  repent,  then  we  have  that  Grace 

of  God.   That  Amazing  Grace  that  saves  wretches  such  as  we. 

C  come  and  drink,  not  of  £ka±xMscfcsE  the  "7-Ip"  of  sin,  but  of  that  living 

water  that  is  Jesus  Christ  the  Lord.   Xkatocx»JiiLExJiliH±x3^K±iq^JsJixapxira±KCKixm3i 

x±x±±fsx 


ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvani a 
8oy   Scout  Sunday  February  g,    J 975 

Rev,    Ralph  C,    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.  Marilyn  Stephenson,   Organist 
Mr.    Ralph  Cooper,    Choir   Director 
Nancy  Link,    Ellen  Master  -   Acolytes 

ORDER  OF   WORSHIP    MiOnA.M, 
Prelude  Music:  "Pastorale    in  C"  Welv 

"Sabbath  Morn"  Heller 

Si  lent  Prayer 
♦Processional  Hymn   No.    U3      "When  morning   gilds   the  ewrcE* 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

*ExHO«TAT I  ON 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Almighty  and  Most  Merciful  Father, 
from  who  cometh  down  every  good  and  perfect  gift!  we 

YIELD  THEE  PRAISE  AMD  THANKB  FOR  ALL  THY  MERCIES.    ThY 
S00ONE3S  HATH  CREATED  US ;  THY  BOUNTY  HATH  SUSTAINED  US  J 

tmy  Fatherly  discipline  hath  chastened  and  corrected  ue ; 

THY  PATtENCE  HATH  BORNE  WITH  US?  THY  LOVE  MATH  REDEEMED 

as.      Give  us  a   heart   to    love   and   serve   thee,    and   enable 
ub  to  show  our  thankfulness   for  all  the  goodness  and 
mercy   thou    hast   conferred    by   giving  up   ourselves  to    thy 
service,    anp   cheerfully   submitting    in   all  things   to   thy 
blessed  will.      amen. " 
*Kyrie  (Choir,    Congregation   and  Pastor) 

•Assurance   or  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
♦Praise 

•Pastor:      '0   Lord  open  our   lips, 

*Pf_o-le:      And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth   thy   praise 
•Doxolosy        No,    55' 
Scripture  Lesson:        Numbers    13*26   -    14:10 
Hymn   No,    Ufil  "Saviour,    like   a   shepherd   lead  ubm 

•Affirmation  of   our  Faith      (Apostlest    Creed) 
•Gloria  Patpi 
•Call   to   Prayer 

•Pastors     The  Lord   pe  with  you. 
•People;     And  with  thy  spirit. 
•Pastor:      Let   us   Pray. 
Prayer   anp    Prayer   Response 


Offering 

Offertory  "Melody    in  G11  Guilmont 

Dedication  of  UnderShepherds 
re-deo  icattoni  of   goo    and  country   scouts 
Scout  Oath 

Anthem:  "Blessed   Jesus"  Aneur i n  Bodycombe 

Sermon:  "A  STROUT   SCQUTl" 

Prayer   and   Lorp1e   Prayer 
•Hymn  of  Dedication  No.    393      "0   brother  man" 
•Benediction  and   Three  Fold   Amen 
Postlude:  "0  Magnify   the  Lord"  Nqrdman 

________  *congregat  i  on  standing   -——  —  —  —  « 

The   Lovely  Flowers   on  the  Altar   have    been  placed   by 

Mr*    &  Mrs.    Robert  Payne    in  Memory  of   "Parents". 
Serving   as  Ushers   today   are;      *Wally   Feder,    John  Snow, 

Mont  MacKinney,    James  Maloney,    Steve  Varqo, 
Deaconess  Mrs.   Joan  Master  will   represent  Council 

at  the  poor  topay. 
Nursery  is  provided  today  by !  Mrs.  Vickie  Hc*t  and 

Lynne  Bosko. 

the   attendance   last  sunday  was   t&9« 

Mon.    -  Jr.   01  v.    of  Basketball  -  8*30  vs.    St.    Andrews. 
Tues.    -   Beeline   Fashion   Shdw  -  Undercroft  -    7"3^  ~ 

Models  will   re   from  the   Church   and  will   benefit    the 

ARC  Class.      $50.00  outfit  will  be   given   to   the  person 

WITH  THE  HIGHEST  SALES  OVER  $100.  EVERYONE  IS  WELCOME 
AND  ENCOURAGED  TO  BRING  A  GUEST.  _- 

Wed.    -   ASH  WEDNESDAY   -   Holy  Communion    (Altar)     / 

Thurs.    -    10:30  -  Mary  Martha  Circle  will  meet   at  Church. 

Sat.    -  Jr.    Div.    of  Basketball   vs.    Meridian  2:00  P.M. 

Sat.    -  7=00  -  SWEETHEART   DINNER-DANCE  -   at   the 
Saxonburs   Ft  re  Hall,      Everyone   Jn  the  Church    is 
invited,    however,    tickets   must  3e  picked  up  today 
im  the  Office  -  see   Sea  Tait   or   contact    the  Wayne 
Deaners.      Pork   Turkeys   or   Roast    Reef,    Fruit    Cocktail, 
tossed   salad.    Baked    Potato,    Corn  and   Pie.    $5>  '5   total. 

There  will  re   a   short  meeting   after  Service    today  - 
for  the  purpose  of  the   under  shepherd-   picking  up 
Lenten  material  -  all  material  will   he    in   the  hands 
or  the  Congregation  by  Ash  Wednesday, 

Thurs.   -  Feb.    20  -  6:30  -  Butler  Area   Layman1 s   Dinner 
at  our  Church  -  Sec  Bob  Tait,    J.    W.    Harmon  for  tickets, 
j.    brennan  will  be  guest   speak£r, 
„  ^  Altar    Flowers   -  open  -   Feb.    16,    23  -  see  Bea    ■      Office. 
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and  slavery 
minor  would  have  attack  so  called  strong  peop  B4 
3tn  &   move  out  in  faith,  Blieve  G  smffi  4  all  neec 

Lies  no  change  2  great  since  I1os 

-;tiil  surr  by  vast  maj  who  cringe/cower  least 
33  '  adversity. 
',..  hear  voices  gloom/doom  all  round  tell  all  lost 
no  hope 

■rarld  need  now  more  than  ever/Stout  Scouts 
.  ic.  who  stand  gainst  harbingers  gloom 
■.till  ahov/  4th  positiv  Bord/deed, 
show  G  still  on  throne/can  still  overcome, 
but  only  His  name. 

Ohris  Columbus  fought  this  battle  day  after  day 
hi:;  bailors  want  mutiny/turn  around, 
lie  refuse  write  in  log  2  word,  "bailed   i," 

Sea.  Jong  :i;-.cArthur  refused  give  up  after  Bataan 

iJorregidor. 

say  when  left,  I  Uhall  Return. 

Js  said,  Bcause  I  live,  ye  shall  live  also." 
This  stand  we  need  take. 

2  long  ch.  Js  Xp  been  filled  those  dissent  neg  voice 
2  long  we  herd  voice  so  called  Xpian  peop  exclaim, 

"It  can't  be  done,  we  tried  that  once,  it  will  never 
work  in  this  church,"  or  other  trite  phrase 

It  time  we  remove  CiVK'T  from  vocabulary  ?c  insert 
ILL 
Gh  os  Xp  not  founded  by  group  sissified  mamby  pam- 
'uiver/shake  least  threat  or  dif f icul  t  . 
Oh  found  by  minority  who  never  knew  word  C   ' 
story  founding  of  ch,  "-.   U  read  men  threatened 
at  every  turn 

et  they  astounded/astonished  known  world  in  the 
face  of  literal  death. 

Let  those  among  us  B  negative  if  they  so  choose, 
But  let  those  among  us  who  want  to  B  positive, 
stand  4th  against  negativi'in  '■.   overcome  it. 

^Illustration  2  artists  paint  glory  ch  ti  fall 
Shirley  I  stood  vast  caths,  London/Paris 

/felt  coldness,  negativism  there.  Booths  sellin 
10  shine  altar,  cross,  open  Bible 

diff  tween  maj  sc  in  world 
t   easy  foil  maj  sc  who  cringe  shudder  enormia 
task,  bcause  take  no  effort  do  so 
But  2  join  ranks  minor  sc  or  St.Scs  means  nut  "-th 
effort  by  f^ith/prepartion.  In  life  ,t  ,c  Js  shine 

He  live  '.-'  thin.       ..'ill  B  U  me?  _£ead  text 


Itout  icoutl" 

rt:    .13:  :,   ad  Galeb  stilled  the  peo 
1   [ore    >ea  .   .t  v..-  go  n 

:,      e  are  well  able  to  overcome 
Scripture:  Hum.  17>:2G  -  14:10 

AbboT;t/Costello  routine 

,,       -  of  otoufc  'jcout,  I  am  no 
of  a  Stout  .jcout,  I  am  s  ea  itout,  :;cout. 

IT  may  H  contused  all  this,  but  stout  not  only  mean 
obese/fat, 
but,  solid/upright/do  rt  thing  rt  time  etc. 
2day  B.Sc    ,     tout  Scouts  shud  all  B 
In  scrip  red  spies/scouts  came  bak  Is  camp   report 
Baktrak  to  beg  13  chap  gs  G  speak  Mos, 
tell  hire  send  out  spies/scouts  2  Canaan 
12  sc,  1ea  tribe  Is,  all  leaders 

loo  :nen  pass  by,  these  men  outstand 
Joshua  Galeb  selected 

jo  they  went  up  ratns  land  stretch  34  tnem,  2  search 
"  , 

gone  40  days,  &  now  bak  2  make  report 
1st  is  maj  report  made  by  10  of  12. 
told  land  rich/fertile,  St  point  2  huge  clus  r 
But  caution  HEAD  VGS  28.29 
Sound  note  of  warning  peop  big/strong/2B  feared 
VS  30,  Jaleb  give  ninorij:;-  report 

"  Joshua  also  agree  but  no  say^3cau3e  he  close  Moses 
C"leb  report  interrupt  by  maj  who  retell 

I'90ir~niorned/lamentei' 
went   so  far  as  choose   leader  t;;  :e  bak  Egypt 

,  fall  on  faces  B4  G.  4  fear 
what  Q  will  do 
Josh/Caleb  try  reason  with  peop  that  G  give  land 
eop  over  2  them  if  obey 

oop  no  hear  this  "■•  sought  stone  them 
But  G  intervene  by  appear  at  L'aber,  \   this  save  then 
We  read         quid  destroy  peop  but  Mos  Interced 

I'rom  all  this  we  G  2  faction  involved 
1  majority,  8b  complete  nega  in  think 
V  .her  minor,  complete  positive  in  think 

rjor  group  have  cower/cringe  from  peon  liv  next 
minor  group  "  reach  rt  into  place  major  fear 


"A  Stout  Scout!" 

Text:  Numbers  13=30, 

"J    i.  Caleb  stilledcthe  people  before  Moses,  and  said,  Let  us  go  up  at  once 
L_J  possess  it;  for  we  are  well  able  to  overcome  it." 

Scripture:  Numbers  13:26  -  14:10 

Those  of  you  who  can  remember  the  comedy  te-,m  of  Abbott  and  Costello,  can 
recall  the  routine  they  had  that  involved  a  play  on  words,   For  instance, 
Abott  would  use  a  word  that  had  several  meanings  and  in  his  usage  of  it, 
Cost&llo  became  comp]etely  confused.   So  using  this  same  formula  this  morning, 
and  speaking  about  the  word  stout,  let  me  put  put  it  in  the  same  framework 
as  Bud  Abbott  formerly  did  and  say,  "V/hen  I  speak  ofi  "A  Stout  Scout",  I  am 
not  speaking  of  A  STOUT  Scout,  I  am  speaking  of  "A  Ststiut  Scout."   fou  mi 
be  confused  by  all  of  this,  but  if  I  would  explain  that  the  word  stout,  is 
mostly  thought  of  in  terms  of  obesity  or  xh  being  fat.   But  "sfcout"  can  also 
mean  a  very  solid,  upright,  doing  the  right  thing  at  the  right  time  sort  of 
p  ^son.   This  is  the  type  of  Stout  Scout  I  have  in  mind.   Ans  since  today  is 
Boy  Scout  Sunday,  I  believe  it  is  apropos  that  we  think  along  the  lines  of 
Stout  Scouts,  to  emphasize  not  only  to  our  Boy  Scouts,  but  to  all  of  us,  that 
Stout  Scouts  is  what  we  all  should  be. 

In  our  Scripture  this  morning  we  read  of  the  spies  or  scouts,  who  came  back 
to  the  Israelite  camp  and  made  their  report  to  Hoses  and  the  people.    erhaps 
in  order  to  completely  understand  what  s  going  on  we  must  backtrack  a  little 
in  the  Scripture.   If  we  go  to  the  beginning  of  the  13th  chapter  we  read  that 
God  speaks  to  Moses  and  tells  him  to  send  out  spies  or  scouts  to  scout  the 
land  of  Canaan  which  God  is  giving  to  them.   Moses  is  commanded  to  send  a 
man  from  each  of  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel.  Hot  only  was  each  tribe  to  be 
represented  by  the  seleetion  of  a  man  as  a  scout,  but  each  of  the  men  selected 
was  to  be  a  leader  in  that  tribe.   The  mediocre  tribe  members  and  those  who 
'  "e  of  little  account  were  passed  by,  and  only  men  axxix  who  were  out- 
standing in  their  tribe  were  chosen.   Among  these  men  were  Caleb  and  Joshua. 
So  we  read  the  instructions  that  Moses  gives  to  these  men,  vss  17b-20. 
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So  they  went  up  into  the  mountain  and  into  the  new  lands  stretching  before 
tr  m  to  search  it  out.   And  we  read  vs  23.  The   emphasis  here  is  upon  the 
fact  that  the  xx  territory  was  very  rich  and  fertile,  and  cinducive  to  grow= 
ing  things.   The  scouts  were  gone  40  days  (vs  25),  ^nd  they  now  return  £o 
make  their  report  to  Moses. 

First  we  read  of  the  majority  report  which  is  made  by  10  of  the  12  who  went. 
They  explain  that  the  land  is  very  rich  and  fertile,  and  they  point  to  the 
huge  cluster  of  grapes  they  have  brought  back.   But  they  caution,  vss  28-29. 
Thus  they  are  sounding  a  note  of  warning  that  the  people  who  dwell  there  are 
to  be  feared  and  much  bigger  and  stronger  than  the  Israelites. 
..'hen  in  verse  30  we  read  the  minority  report  by  Caleb.   This  is  the  same 
report  which  Joshua  agrees  with  but  does  not  state.   .Cpecualtion  on  this 
subject  is  that  since  Joshua  was  so  closely  aligned  with  Moses,  he  did  not 
involve  himself  in  the  report,  since  he  knew  the  pwople  would  expect  him  to 
m  ~-e   a  positive  report.   But  Caleb  speaks  ans  says,  vs30b.   But  his  report  is 
interrupted  by  the  majority  who  retell  again  of  the  large  stature  of  the  peo- 
ple who  live  there,  ana  how  it  would  be  a  mistake  to  tangle  with  them.   Our 
.:-cripture  then  goes  on  to  report  that  the  people  morned  and  lamented  that 
night  and  turned  away  from  God,  regretting  the  day  they  had  left  Egypt.   They 
even  went  so  far  as  to  think  in  terms  of  selecting  a  leader  to  take  them  back 

to  Egypt, 

All  of  this  stunned  Moses  and  Aaron  so,  that  they  fell  on  their  faces  before 
the  people,  not  because  of  their  fear  of  the  people,  but  for  fear  of  what  God 
could  do  to  them  for  their  disobedience.   It  is  at  this  point  that  we  read  of 
Joshua  joining  with  Qaleb  and  trying  to  reason  with  them  about  this  thing. 
Joshua  and  Caleb  seek  to  convince  them  that  these  people  will  be  given  over 
into  their  hands  if  they  continue  to  follow  the  leading  of  God.   But  the 
-  ^)ple  will  not  hear  of  it  and  sought  to  stone  them  to  death,  and  only  the 
intervention  of  God  appearing  at  the  Tabernacle,  saves  them  from  the  wrath  of 
the  people.  If  we  read  on  in  this  jcripture  we  find  that  God  is  angry  with 
the  people  and  would  destroy  them  comp  etely,  but  because  c     )  intercession 
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of  Mose  this  does  not  take  place. 

He   from  all  of  this  we  can  readily  see  that  there  are  two  factions  involved. 
One  is  the  majority  faction  which  is  completely  negative  in  its  thinking. 
And  the  other  is  the  minority  faction  which  is  completely  positive  in  its 
thinking,   "he  majority  group  would  have  them  cringe  and  cower  away  from  the 
people  who  are  living  next  door  to  them.   The  minority  group  would  have  them 
reach  out  beyond  right  into  the  very  place  that  the  majority  fears.   The 
majority  group  would  have  them  pull  up  stakes  and  desert  all  of  this  land 
and  go  back  to  the  slavery  of  Egypt.   The  minority  group  would  have  them 
attack  the  so  called  strong  people  before  them  and  move  out  in  faith,  believigg 
that  God  will  be  sufficinet  for  all  their  needs. 

Times  have  not  changed  too  greatly  since  this  was  first  written  by  Hoses. 
we  still  are  surrounded  by  the  vast  majority  who  cringe  and  cower  at  the 
least  sign  of  adversity.   We  hear  the  vocies  of  gloom  and  doom  all  around  us 
t- "  ling  us  that  aj.1  is  lost  and  there  is  no  hope.   What  the  world  needs  today 
more  than  at  any  other  time  is  more  "Stout  Scouts".   "Stout  Scouts"  who  will 
stand  out  against  the  harbingers  of  gloom  and  who  will  show  forth  positively 
in  word  and  action  that  God  is  still  on  the  throne,  and  that  we  can  still 
overcome,  but  only  in  His  name. 

Christopher  Columbus  fought  this  battle  with  huts  sailors  day  „fter  day.   './hen 
each  day  passed  and  no  land  appeared,  his  men  threatened  to  mutiny  and  tried 
to  persuade  him  to  turn  back.   He  refused  their  requests  and  entered  in  his 
log  book  each  day,  two  words,  "Sailed  On." 

General  Douglas  Mac-Arthur  refused  to  take  his  enforced  retreat  from  Bataan  and 
Corregidor  as  the  final  answer  in  World  (far  II  and  stated,  "I  shall  Return." 
Jesus  said,  "Because  I  live,  ye  shall  live  also."   This  is  the  stand  we  need 
to  take.  Too  long  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ  has  been  filled  with  those  of 
t  ""  dissenting  or  negative  voice.   Ibo  lon^  we  have  heard  so  called  Christian 
people  exclaim, "It  can't  be  done."  Or,  "we  tried  that  once  and  it  didn't  work." 
Or,  "it  will  never  work  in  this  church,1'  or  some  other  such  trite  phrases. 
It  is  time  we  removed  the  wrod  "Can't"  from  our  vocabulary  and  xhsxs  insert 


instead,  "Shall."   ihe  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  has  not  been  founded  on  a  hunch 
of  Tissified  mamby  pamhies  who  \ranted  to  quiver  and  shake  at  the  least  threat 
of  difficulty.   The  Church  has  been  founded  instead  by  a  minority  who  did  not 
know  the  word  can't.   Se„d  the  story  of  the  founding  of  the  early  church  and 
you  will  read  about  men  who  were  threatened  at  every  turn,  and  yet  they 
astounded  and  astonished  the  "mown  world  with  their  strength  in  the  face  of 
literal  death. 

Let  those  among  us  who  want  to  be  negative  be  so  if  they  choose.   But  let  those 
among  us  who  want  to  be  positive,  stand  forth  against  the  negativism  and  over- 
come it. 

(Illustration  of  two  artists  painting  the  Glory  of  the  Church  and  the  fall  of 
Christianity) . 

Shirley  and  I  stood  in  amny  of  the  large  cathedrals  in  London,  as  well  as 
several  in  I  aris  France.   Within  the  walls  of  those  huge  structures,  one  could 
f'  1  the  coldness  and  negativism  that  is  prevalent  there.  In  order  to  keep 
these  churches  going  they  have  installed  booths  and  stalls  that  sell  all  sort  s 
of  religious  articles  and  artifacts.  The  light  is  not  shining  through  the 
windows  on  the  altar  with  its  cross  and  open  Bible.   This  is  the  difference 
between  the  majority  of  scouts  in  the  world§  and  those  we  would  call, 
"Stout  Scouts."   It  is  easy  to  follow  the  mxawifi  majority  scouts  who  cringe 
and  shudder  at  the  enormity  of  the  task,  because  it  takes  no  effort  to  do  so. 
But  to  join  the  ranks  of  the  minority  scouts,  or  the  "Stout  Scouts"  means 

put  forth  an  effort  that  calls  for  faith  and  preparation.   In  the  life  of 
the  Stout  Scout,  Jesus  Christ  can  be  seen  shining  forth,  for  He  lives  within 
the  heart  and  the  life  of  the  "Stout  Scout."  Which  kind  is  it,  or  will  it  be 
for  you,  and  for  me?  Let  us  take  our  cue  from  Caleb  and  look  at  our  task  in 
Christ's  Church  in  the  right  light  by  re-iterating  what  Caleb  said,  "Let  us  go 
v  "at  once  and  possess  it;  for  we  are  will  able  to  overcome  itB" 


"i-iece   3y  j  iece   -  Tyre  and  Jidon!" 

.  :  j  ■,   Let   the 

c]      _drer.  / '      .  j  to 

"fajgaJhe  ,  :o   cast    it   to   the 

doKS." 

jci   ^ture:        e        i  M~30 

Jig— S  I ':/  naze  pieces/how  worthwhile? 
all  takes  shape/ends  up  picture 
Js  life  like  this/jumbled  up  no  purp  or  reason 
Pick  pieces/put  together/mesh/fit  t  complete  pic 
-it  this  yr  C  events  life  Js  as  ,1ig-saw  puzz 
Will  fit  ted./Sun   Bee  at  end  what  look  like 

2H±iMXiisskx*3CKK:ctxsiidHiB; 

Will  look  not  only  places  Js  visit/but  events  as  wel. 
2nite  look  Tyre  So  oidon 
red  in  scrip  Js  went  in2  borders  I.  S.  S. 

so  record  in  Mt,  but  neither  give  mor  specific 
j  gen.  info  3.  if  look  map  J-P  minor  town 
about  'JOOO  peep  liv  there 
time  Js  island/it  situate  25  mi  S  of  j. 
or  S.  25  mi  II  of  T.  if  U  prefer 
S  called  SAID  A.  &  50,000  peop 
Thus  diffi  kno  exact  .'here  Js  went  wen  go  T, 
1  taing  kno,  both  cities  j         cities 
Js  literal  went  Gentiles,  which  symbolic  this  pt. 
Thus  no  surprise  what  later  scrip. 

>d  believe  Js  want  privacy  but/"ile  could  not  B 
nrer  complete  left  alone  hidden" 

-  in  Geth.  permit  B  alone 
..  tierever  went  ile  in  demand/peop 
But  alway  Js  helpful/gentle/lcing/considerate 
<-ej.d  woman  coma  Js/had  dotter  possessed, 
taen  herd  Js  there,  came  fell  at  feet 

;old  woman  Gr.  mean  Gentile, 
then  she  Jyrophoenician  (by  nation)  again  mean  Gen 

Gonvers  pass  tween  Js/woman  amusing 
byplay  words/meanings  when  analysed 

.  explain  sum  this  story  away,  by  say  Js  tell 
discips  no  can  help  woman,  He  only  help  lost  peop 
Israel, 
Mark  merely  state  what  Js  say  direct  2  her 
B   1st  ask  if  cast  out  demon  in  dotter? 
u=  reply  children  must  1st  B  filled,  not  rt  take 
ohildrens  bred  feed  2   d 


Draw  near  to  God  and  He  near  to 

Humble  yourselves  beforecthe  Lord  and  he  will  exalt 

ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED   CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,   Pennsylvania 
Ash  Wednesday  February    12,    1 975 

Rev,   Ralph  C.   Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.   Marilyn  Stephenson,   Organist 
Mr.    Ralph  Cooper,   Choir  Director 
Nancy   Link,    Ellen  Master  -  Acolytes 

HOLY  COMMUNION  -   7:30  P.M. 
Prelude  Music:  "Come  Ye  Blessed"  Wilson. 

"Communion"  Pearce 

•Processional  Hymn.  No.   51        "Aside  with  me" 
•Invocation  and  Choral  Amen 

Scripture!     Mark  7:  2U-3O 
♦Gloria  Patri 

♦Evening  Prayer  ant  Choral  Response 
Offer  1  ng 

Offertory   "Song  Without  Words"  Ashforo 

Solo:   "I  Believe  in  Miracles"  Peterson  -  Von  Malonev 
Sermon:  "Piece  By  Piece" 

"Tyre  and  Sioon" 
Communion  Hymn  No.  338  "According  to  Thy  gracious  word" 
♦Communion  Service  -  Page  32 

Exhortation  -  Confesston  -  Absolution 
Eucharistic  Prayer 

1      Seraphic  Hymn 
The  Institution  -  Choral  Amen 
Agnus  Dei 
'     HOLY  COMMUNION 
*P»AYER  OF  ThaNKSGS VING  -  DoXOLOGY 
•Hymn  of  Dedication  No.  56  "Now  the  day  is  over" 
•Benediction  and  Threefold  Amen 

•Postlude         "Retrospection"  Ashford 

----------  •Congregation  Standing  -  -  -  -  - 

Please  fill  out  a  Communion  card  so  that  our  Church's 
record  will  be  accurate.   If  Visitors  desire  to  receive 
credit  at  their  home  church,  put  the  name  and  address 
of  either  your  pastor  or  your  church  on  the  back  of 
the  card  and  it  wtll  be  forwarded. 
The  Ushers  will  pass  out  Communion  Cards  at  the  door* 


l/hen  complete  understand  wat  B  said,  can  interprets/ 
2  ways. 
1st  could  C  Js  insult  woman  worst  way: 
children  refer  2  could  B  Jews, 

dogs  B  Gents,  which  what  Jews  call  them 

Co  if  Js  want  insult  woman,  He  do  good  job  of  it  by 
te]   He  want  feed  Jews  only/&  not  waste  on  worthless 

Greek 
But  if  read  as  intended  B  red,  we  C  Js  perhaps  inject 
little  humor  in  situation  that  serious 
Here  mother  concern  4  little  girl  wh8  ill, 
What  mother  not  concern  children  ill? 

thi  i  Jew/falls  at  feet/begs  2  help 
3cx  this  take  lot  of  nerve  Gr.  ask  :Jew  4  help! 
Js  prob  aware  fame  spred  2  this  qeaplete  Gent  area 
e  jokingly  remind  her  He  2  feed  only  children, 
slyly  meaning  Jews. 

Yet,  He  kno  &  she  kno  He  not  do  this,  this  partic 

He  reminding  her  how  Jews  thot  Gents  &  look  4 

her  reaction  this  time  &  situation 
She  could  easily  accept  insult".      Ik  away, 
Or,  she  could  accept  these  sly  remarks  as  a  bit  of 
humor  in  her  rather  drab  life  as  a  means  2  §  how 
she  reacts. 

8;  woman  equal  to  occasion,  4-  she  answer,  vs  28  b 
She  go  along  His  humor  &  add  2  it, 

"  point  out  tho  children  fed  &  dogs  not, 
yet  the  children  let  sum  food  slip  2  floor  for  dogs 

either  intentionally  or  un-intentionally. 

And  4  keen  sense  humor  &  strong  faith  Js  leal  dotter 
Sa-nce  this  Ash  Wed  &  begin  of  Lent  &  will  celebrate 
l's  Supper, 

rather  signif  we  G  in  open  Lent  Js  feed  some  1 
His  life  spent  feed/nutture  sheep 
whether  Jews  or  Gents . 
At  end  of  life  He  inst.  Last  Supper. 
He  said,  "Take  eat,  this  my  body,  Take  drink,  blood 
■u  out  all  life  even  on  a  rest  period, 
He  willing  feed  those  have  need  food, 
whether  Spiritual  or  rhysical  food§  no  matter 
He  stand  ready  feed  us  2  nite  as  we  cum  2  His  table 
Js„tell  us  6  chap  John  vss  53-55 
Tvis  His  invitation2  all  His  children  2  join  Him, 
at  His  table. 
Go'"'=!,  let  us  seek  Him  in  prayer,  &  then  let  us  join 
Hi   at  His  table. 


"riece  By  Piece  -  Tyre  and  3idon!|? 

Text:  Hark  7:27,  "But  Jesus  said  unto  her,  Let  the  children  first  be  filled; 
for  it  is  not  right  to  take  schxx  the  childrens  bread,  and 
to  cast  it  unto  the  dogs." 

Scripture:  Mark  7:24-30 

If  you  have  ever  put  a  Jig-saw  puzzle  together,  I  am  sure  that  you  have  looke  d 

at  the  maze  of  pieces  spread  before  you  and  wondered  how  all  of  that  could 

make  something  worthwhile.   Then,  depending  how  you  go  about  it,  the  puzzle 

soon  tokes  on  meaning  and  eventually  jchh  ends  up  as  a  picture  of  some  kind. 

Generally,  we  take  all  of  the  pieces  that  make  up  the  border  of  the  picture, 

and  when  the  bolder  is  completed  we  will  begin  hkx  to  work  on  the  rest. 

All  of  the  events  that  took  place  in  the  life  of  Jesus  made  me  think  that 

His  life  resembled  a  huge  Jig-saw  puzzle.   V/hen  we  read  the  Gospel  accounts 

of  the  events  of  his  life,  it  all  seems  so  .jumbled  up,  „nd  it  appears  to 

have  no  real  purpose  or  reason.   Yet,  if  we  pick  up  each  piece  of  the  account^ 

and  we  look  them  over  very  carefully,  scrutinizing  how  they  will  fit  and  mesh 

j   o  each  other,  we  can  see  that  each  one  fits  into  the  next,  and  the  next, 

until  finally,  we  have  the  completed  picutre. 

Thus,  for  out  Lenten  thi   in  this  year,  let  us  visualize  some  of  the  events 

in  the  life  of  Jesus,  as  a  part  of  a  large  jig-saw  puzzle.   ,nd  let  us  fit 

them  into  place  each  Wednesday,  and  Sunday  and  during  Holy  rfeek,  and  see 

what  the  finished  puzzle  looks  like. 

Tonight  we  are  looking  at  the  odd  shaped  piece  called  "Tyre  and  Sidon."   xs 

z&aAxBrgxaEgmiaxjjpaxKg  5"or  our  thinking  we  are  going  to  look  at  some  of  the 

places  Jesus  visited  and  stopped  at,  but  we  are  also  going  to  look  at  the 

events  that  took  place  while  there,  and  from  all  of  this,  we  will  have  a 

better  perspective  of  His  life,  and  its  meaning  and  purpose. 

read  in  our  Scripture  tonight  that  Jesus  went  into  the  borders  of  Tyre 

and  Sidon.   This  same  incident  is  recorded  in  the  Gospel  of  Matthew,  but  in 

\ther  of  them  does  it  give  any  more  specific  information  other  than  he 

went  to  Tyre  and  Sidon.   How  this  is  very  general  information,  since  if 

we  were  to  look  it  up  on  a  map  or  read  about  these  two  places,  we  would  find 


-2- 
that  Tyre  xaxxxtemii  is  a  minor  town  called  SUE,  and  it  has  about  5000  inhabitants 
In  """he  time  of  Jesus  ±KK±K^xikKX3C2±t±ngxK±  it  was  an  island,  and  Mas  it  is 
sitTuated  about  25  miles  south  of  Sidon.  Or,  Sidon  is  about  25  miles  north  of 
Tyre,  whichever  way  you  may  want  to  say  it.   Sidon  today  is  called  3AIDA  and 
has  about  50,000  inhabitants. 

Thus  it  is  very  difficult  to  know  ,just  exactly  where  Jesus  went  when  we  are 
told  He  went  to  Tyre  and  Sidon.   3ut  one  thing  we  do  know,  and  that  1e 


both  cities  were  xxpaEixHixHHSJc&Hi:  Thoenician  cities.  Jesus,  literally  went 

to  the  Gentiles,  which  was  rather  symbolic  at  this  point. 

Thus,  it  isn't  surprising  at  the  events  which  later  transpire  in  our  ocripture. 

\!e   are  also  led  to  believe  that  Jesus  went  to  this  area  to  have  a  little 
privacy,  but  as  we  read,  "He  could  not  be  hidden."   This  is  rather  significant 
when  we  stop  to  realize  that  He  was  never  allowed  to  be  completely  alone, 
except  when  He  went  to  Gethsemane  and  prayed.   It  seemed  that  no  matter  where 
he  went  He  was  in  demand,   i eople  sought  His  advice,  His  comfort,  and  His 
co   any  -.'herever  He  went.   But  always,  Jesus  was  helpful  and  gentle  and  kind. 
..'e~read  of  a  woman  who  had  a  duaghter  with  a  demon  in  her,  and  when  she  heard 
that  Jesus  was  there,  came  and  fell  at  His  feet. 

-ire  j old  the  woman  was  first  a  Greek,  meaning  a  Gentile,  and  then  to  make 
it  doubly  obvious,  a  Syrophoenician,  (by  nation),  again  meaning  a  very  de- 
finite Gentile e 

The  little  conversation  that  passes  between  Jesus  and  the  woman  is  rather 
amusing.   7./hen  we  analyse  it  we  can  see  the  byplay  of  words  and  meanings  that 
took  place  between  them.   Matthew  elaborates  on  this  story  a  little  bit  and 
explains  some  of  it  away,  by  stating  that  Jesus  explained  to  His  disciples 
that  He  could  not  help  the  woman,  because  He  was  come  to  help  the  lost  people 
of  Israel.   But  llark  merely  states  what  Jesus  said  directly  to  her.   The 
woman  first  asks  Him  if  He  will  cast  the  demon  out  of  her  daughter.   Jesus 
replies  that  the  children  must  first  be  filled,  for  It  is  not  right  to  take 
the  childrens  bread  and  cast  it  to  the  dogs.  Now  when  we  completely  under- 
stand what  is  being  said,  we  can  interpret  this  several  ways.   First  we  could 
say  that  Jesus  is  insulting  the  woman  in  the  worst  way.   The  children  referred 


-3- 

to  in  this  verse  would  naturally  be  the  Jews,   and  the  dogs  would  be  the  Gen- 

which  is  what  the  Jews  called  then, 
til   ,   But  dogs  Was  also  a  nane  the  Greeks  gave  to  a  shameless  woman.   So  if 

- 
Jesus  was  wanting  to  insult  this  woman,  He  was  doing  a  good  job  of  it  by  first 

telling  he  that  He  was  only  sent  to  feed  the  Jewish  people,  and  that  what  was 
meant  as  food  for  the  Jews,  was  not  to  be  wasted  on  a  shameless  Greek. 
But  if  we  read- this  verse  as  it  was  intended  to  be  read,  we  see  that  Jesus  is 
probably  just  kKx±n?xaxi±iti  injecting  a  little  humor  in  what  was  a  very 
serious  situation. 

Here  was  a  woman  who  was  all  concerned  and  worried  about  her  little  girl.   What 
might  kind  of  mother  is  not  worried  when  one  of  her  children  is  ill?   .Go  she 
comes  to  this  Jew,  falling  at  His  feet  and  begging  Him  to  help  her.   This 
would  take  an  awful  lot  of  nerve,  for  a  Greek  to  beg  a  Jew  to  help  her. 
Jesus,  probably  being  aware  that  His  fame  has  reached  this  completely  Gentile 
area,  jokingly  reminds  her  that  He  is  to  feed  only  the  Children,  meaning  slyly 
th'  Tews.   let,  He  knows,  and  she  knows  that  He  is  not  doing  this  at  this  part- 
icular time.   He  is  reminding  her  of  how  the  Jews  thought  of  Gentiles,  and 
looking  for  her  reaction  in  this  situation.   She  could  very  easily  have  accepted 
His  insults,  and  walked  away.   Or,,  she  could  accept  these  sly  remarks  as  being 
a  little  humor  in  her  rather  drab  life,  as  a  means  to  see  how  she  really  feels. 
And  the  woman  is  equal  to  the  ocasiqn  for  she  answers,  "Yes,  Lord;  yet  the  gogs 
under  the  table  eat  of  the  childrens  crumbs."   Ghe  goes  along  with  his  humor 
~nd  wit,  but  adds  to  it  that  even  though  the  dogs  are  not  deliberately  being 
fed,  the  children  let  some  of  their  food  slip  to  the  floor  for  the  dogs. 

for  her  sense  of  humor,  as  well  as  her  strong  faith,  Jesus  heals  her 
daughter  by  proxy. 

,ince  this  is  Ash  Wednesday,  and  the  beginning  of  Lent,  and  since  we  will 
shortly  celebrate  the  Lord's  Supper,  I  think  it  is  rather  significant  that  we 

in  the  opening  Scripture  for  Lent,  that  Jesus  is  feeding  someone.   His  life 
was  spent  feeding  and  nurturing  His  sheep,  whether  they  were  Jews  or  Gentiles. 
And  the  very  end  of  His  life,  we  know  that  He  instituted  the  Lord's  Supper  at 


_4— 
ills  Last  Su  per.   He  said  take  and  eat,  this  is  body,  take  and  drink,  this  is 
my  "  )od.   Thus  we  can  see  that  throughout  all  of  His  life,  even  when  re  was 
off  somewhere  to  enjoy  a  bit  of  a  rest.   Or  to  take  a  day  off,  He  was  willing 
to  feed  those  who  hhh  had  need  of  food. 

He  stands  ready  tonight  to  feed  us,  as  we  corae  to  His  table.   Jesus  tells  us 
in  the  5th  chapter  of  the  Gospel  of  John,  (53-55).   -'his  is  His  invitation  to 
all  gis  children,  to  join  Him  at  His  table.   Come,  let  us  seek  Him  in  prayer, 
and  then  let  us  join  Him  at  His  table. 


He  that  dwelloth  in  the  secret  place  or  the  most 


.  ;  shall  abide  under  the  dhadovf  of 
J  ST. 


* 


PAUL1-  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
First  Sunday    in  Lent  February    16,    T 975 

Rev.   Ralph  C,   Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.  Marilyn  Stephenson,   Organist 
$»-.   Ralph  Cooper,    Choir   Director 
Brian  Kennedy,    Pam   Fry  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSH IP    II  : 00  A.M. 
Prelude-  Music:  "Largo'1  Handel 

"Andante  Religioso"  Thome 

E i lent  Prayer 
♦Processional  Hymn  No.    gy      "Be   still,    my   soul" 
♦Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
♦Exhqrtati on 

•Confession      On  Unison)    "0    Lord   God  op  Our  Fathers,    who 
in  thy  goodness   hast   led   this   people  hitherto  by  wondrous 
ways;   who   make6t   the   nations  to   praise  thee,    and  knittest 
them  together    in  the   sqnds   of  peace!   we  beseech  thee  to 
pour   thine   abundant    blessing   on  this    nation    over   which 
thou  hast   called   thy  servant  qur   president.      gfiant  that 
all,   of  whatever  race  or   colour,   or   tongue,    may,    in 
prosperity   and   peace,    be  united    in  the   bond   of   brother- 
hood,  and    in  the  one  fellowship  of  the  falth,   so  that  we 
may   be  found  a  people  acceptable  unto   theej    through 
Jesus   Christ   our   Lord*      Amen." 
♦Kyri e  (Chq ir,    Co ng reg at  ion    and    Pastor) 

♦Assurance   of  Pardon  —  Choral  Amen 
♦Praise 

♦Pastor:      '0   Lord   open  our   lips. 

♦People!      And   our  mouth  shall  show   forth   thy   praise 
♦Doxology        No.    55 1 
Scripture   Lesson:  Mark  71   3'~37 

Hymn  No.     |  £1+       "In  the  cross   of   Christ    I    glory" 
♦Atfirmation  of  our    Faith      {Apostleb1    Creed) 
♦Gloria  Patri 
♦Call  to  Prayer 

♦Pastor:      The  Lord   be  with   you- 
*People:      And  with  thy  spirit. 
♦Pastor:      Let   us   Pray. 
♦Prayer   and    Prayer   Response 
Offering 


Offertory        "How  Beautiful  Are   the   Feet"      Hanoel 
Anthem:  "His   Depth  of  Love"  Risers 

Sermon:  "Peace:  Sv   Piece" 

"Oeqapqljs" 
Prayer  and   Lord's    Prayer 
♦Hymn  of  Dedication  No.   U7I    "More   love  to   Thee" 
♦Benedict  1  on  a nd  Three  Told   Amen 
PoStludej  "Pobtlude" 

_,  -    _____   *Congregati on  Standing   -------- 

The   Lovely   Flowers   on   the  Altar  have   seen  placed   by 
the  Women's    Fellowship   to   the    ,tGlory  of  God1' 
S^rvpng   as   Ushers   today   are:     ♦David   Curtis 
Robbie  Vinroe,    Robert   Dellen,    Brian  Pfabe   and  Steve 
Smith* 
Deacon  and   Mrs.    Harry   Fry  will  represent  Council  at 

the   poor  today. 
Nursery  will  re   provided   today   py  Mrs,    Judy  Vinroe 

and    Patty   Basehore. 
The   attem-ance  last  Sunday  was    153  ~"  Wed.    \\h. 
TONIGHT  -   6tOC-7:0O   -  YOUTH    CHOIR    PRACTICE 
TONIGHT  -   7:00  -  YOUTH   FELLOWSHIP  MEETING. 
^WEDNESDAY  -   7:3c  -   LENTEN  SERVICE 

WEDNESDAY  -  GOLDEN   CIRCLE  MEETING   right   after   the   ScRVIce. 
Bring  scissors   -   they  will  be  making   lap  roses    for  V.A. 
"^THURS.    -  6:30  -  BUTLER   AREA   LAYMEN'S   DINNER  ano  meeting 
will  se   at  our   Church.      J.    Brennan  will  be  guest 
speaker.      See   Bob   TaIt   and   J,    Walter  Harmon  for   tickets. 
^Hospitalized:     M«s^__DaROTHY  Nicholas,    Mrs.    Tresa 

■i.AS.        MRS_^_    AMELtA     DREHER      IS    AT     H£R_J3A_ifi_D-_B-'-S  0£\,\ 

Home  and  neeps  our  Frayers  -  Address  is  %   G.  W,  Light, 

600  E.  Prospect  St.  Girarp,  Ohio  hkH2Q. 
Next  Sunday  js  open  for  Flowers  -  please  Leave  Bea 

know  this  morning  if  you  are  interested  -  $s-00. 
any  member  of  the  congregatfon  who  would  like  to 

take  part  in  a  worship  service  at  the  sunnyv i ew  home 

ON  Monday  February  dkt    at  I  I  15  P.M.  IS  invited.   We 

NEED  SOME  PEOPLE  TO  HELP  SING  AND  WE  COULD  USE   A 
Pf ANO  PLAYER. 

^-j>  Tne  Youth   Fellowship  meets    every   other  week    (tonight) 
Jr.    Youth  -  grades   5v6,7,S  -  with  Mr,    &  Mrs.    Roa-flT 
Sybert  and  Rev.    &  Mrs.    Link,       Sr.    Youth  -   grades   9, 
10,    M  t    12  -  Mr.    &  Mrs.    Davi  d   Curtis   and  Mr.    &  Mrs.. 
Jeffrey  Stauffer.      All  Youth  are  welcome  to   '      end. 


> 


w    ->x  ;.'!-•    oub    u:i    [50  nnmimini  Try                                                                 ' 

this  goc  , 

but  there  great  diff  tween  oh  go  &  Xpian  comm 

•J-  £  is  J1-:  ;  up  on  eoodness/self-right, 
i 

a  Xpian  is  b  1  thru  whom  Ja  seen  by  way  of  life 
5  strive  3  Xians  insted  Jut  oh  goers. 


•apolis!" 

loxt:  Mark  ?:37,  "He  hath  done  all  things  well; 

aketh  both  the  deaf  to  hear 
and  the  dumb  to  spe 

scripture:  Mark  7:31-37 

2nd  piece  Lenten  puzzle/C  Js  on  move  a 

in  scrip  Js  depart  i'yre  thr  "idon,  2  3  of  Sal 
2  Deoapolis 
Like         utler  2  iirie  2  go  . 
T  25  mi  H  oidon,  then  3  2  3  of  Gal,  then  Decapoli 
Jecapolis  larr-e  area/10towns  (Greek) 
:'i,  no  know  where  lie  at 
.11  know  is-  T  2  J  then  a   Sof  Gal  2  Jeci  . 
i'rob  took  S  mths/&  much  happ  not  record  Goape! 
All  while  travel  Gent  territory 
Calm  B4-  storm  so  speak/threatened  when  return  Jews 
Vj  33,  deaf. partial  d 
vs  33,  Jo  take  aside/not  show  off/want  privacy 
(who  want  dr  work  him  in  public) 
V333  b  finders  in  ears  &  spit 
saliva  medicinal  value  ancient  td 

,  -oroe  niiraole.T/spk  Aramaic 
tell  truthAo-a  vs  Gr.  2  man  deaf 
vs  35,  ears  opened  tongue  loosed, 
vs  36  no  tell/but  did, 
vs 
Jreop  no  silent/  big  buildup  .._ 
all  this  0  Js  miracle  worker 
Mark  words  f amil  ring/Gen  1:31,  .Sod_saw  all  He 
made  and  behold  it  w^s  very   good." 

'  out  Is  35:5,  eyes  opened/ears  unstopped/lame 
lea^ ,  dum] 

■li  Js  was/lie  do  things  no  ord  man  do 
Book  Bill  HcLeod/coal  miner/preach  2  them 
then  church/woman  cancer  healed/man  wheel  chair 
peop  bgi.  res/friends/give  bi         otc. 

■ 

month  here  But/Gal  Ires  Ch.  evenings 
live  day  when  peop  just  deaf/dumb  as  man  ;icrip 
2  many  peop  no  want  am       i  r;eryone  co.;y/aasy 
lives 
But  G  has  way  step  in  "■.   alter 

fcta  open  ears/mouth  so  G  can  open  2day 
f"\l  this  we  instru  thru  G  works 

^.f  sp  dumb/deaf,  we  no  use  2  Master  like  Jecap 
Js  on  way  2  c  c 

■  ;>   filled  can  C  mod  mirac  Bcause  G  use  us 
2  pray  4  open  ears/eye3/m°:i 


:1-  iece  Jy  _  iece  —  Decapolis!" 

Text:  Mark  7:371?,   "He  hath  done  all  things  well;  he  maketh  both  the  deaf  to 

he a",  and  the  dumb  to  speak." 

,e,i   ture  Mark  7:31-37 

As  we  look  at  the  second  piece  of  our  Lenten  puzzle,  we  see  that  Jesus  once 
again  is  on  the  move.   We  read  in  the  beginning  of  our  Scripture  that  Jesus 
departed  from  &kx  Tyre  and  through  Sidon  to  the  Sea  of  Galilee  to  Decapolis. 
Now  this  is  approximately  the  same  as  saying  that  I  would  go  from  Butler  to 
Erie  to  get  to  Pittsburgh.   But  this  is  literally  what  Ee  did.   He  moved  from 
Tyre  to  Sidon  which  was  25  miles  miles  North  of  Tyre,  and  thence  to  the  Sea 
of  Galilee  which  was  South  of  Tyre,  and  then  to  Decapolis.   Again,  when  we 
speak  of  Decapolis  we  are  talking  about  an  area  that  is  quite  large.   The  word 
Decapolis  means  10  towns.   It  was  a  rather  large  area  made  up  of  10  Greek  towns. 
So  when  we  speak  of  Jesus  being  in  Decapolis  we  do  not  actually  know  ksw.  just 
where  He  was  located. 

All  we  do  know      lajf  if  He  made  this  journey  North  from  Tyre  to  Sidon,  and 
then  South  to  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  and  on  to  the  area  known  as  Decapolis,  it 
took  Him  approximately  8  months  to  do  so.   Thus  we  realize  that  much  probably 
happened  in  the  life  of  Jesus  that  is  not  recorded  in  any  of  the  Gospels,   -nd 
all  the  while  He  is  doing  this  traveling  He  is  the  territory  of  Gentiles. 
It  could  sort  of  be  called  the  calm  before  the  storm,  due  to  the  fact  that 
His  ministry  began  to  be  threatened  when  He  returned  to  the  land  of  the  Jews. 
Then  we  read  that  they  brought  to  Him,  one  who  was  deafiji  and  had  an  impediment 
in  his  speech.   Now  this  was  not  a  person  who  was  deaf  and  dumb,  but  rather  a 
man  who  could  speak  some,  but  not  completely. 

Then  we  read  (vs  33)  that  Jesus  took  Him  aside  from  the  crowd  and  put  his 
fingers  into  his  ears,  and  He  spat  and  touched  his  tongue.   Now  in  this  we 
see  that  first  of  all,  Jesus  was  not  willing  to  perform  His  miracles  in  the 
opr   gaze  for  all  to  see.  .  He  was  not  trying  to  shew  off  what  He  could  do. 
.e  also  probably  was  concerned  for  the  privacy  he  must  have  felt  this  man  wanted 
and  needed.   After  all,  what  person  wants  to  have  a  doctor  work  on  him  in  the 
middlfc  of  main  street.   But  in  this  we  see  the  compassion  that  Jesus  had  for  an 


_2- 

individual.  N^xt  He  placed  his  fingers  in  the  man's  ears,  signifying  what  He  was 

abc   to  do.   And  we  read  that  He  spat  and  touched  his  tongue.   The  use  of 

saliva  as  a  healing  medicine  had  its  origin  in  ancient  times.   Go  Jesus'use  of 

saliva,  and  touching  this  to  the  tongue  of  the  man  is  in  keeping  with  what  ax 

was  a  normal  procedure. 

Then  Jesus  looked  up  to  heaven  which  also  signified  that  He  wanted  the  man  and 

others  to  know  from  whence  came  the  miracle,  and  He  spoke  Aramaic  to  a  man  who 

was  evidently  axKskxHHExsiiiHxaikksKxsgakH:  a  Gentile  and  probably  a  Greek.   In 

little 
this  detail  Mark  is  proving  the  accuracy  of  what  He  is  telling,  for  it  would 

be  normal  for  Jesus  to  speak  Aramaic  to  someone  who  spoke  Aramaic,  but  to  use  it 

with  a  person  who  spoke  Greek,  it  would  be  useless.   Thus  by  the  language  that 

Mark  has  Jesus  using,  he  indicates  that  the  man  was  indeed  deaf,  and  so  Jesus 

spoke  the  language  of  His  followers  and  not  the  language  of  the  man  being  healed. 

It  also  indicates  by  this  that  Jesus  wanted  His  hearers  to  know  what  was  going 

on  •  d  was  not  so  much  concerned  that  the  ones  who  spoke  Greek  around  Him  knew 

what  was  taking  place.  Perhaps  these  are  little  things,  but  they  all  add  to  the 

truth  of  what  i£  being  said  by  the  writer. 

But  then  we  read  that  the  mans  ears  were  opened  and  his  tongue  was  loosed  and  he 

spoke  plainly.   The  miracle  had  been  performed  and  then  Jesus  makes  a  strange 

request  and  one  that  is  not  honored.   We  read  that  he  charged  them  to  tell  no 

man,  but  the  more  he  charged  them,  the  more  they  told  about  it.   Here  we  have 

a  glimpse  of  the  Great  Saviour.   He  was  not  content  to  do  miraculous  deeds  and 

then  have  people  build  Him  up  by  spreading  the  Word.   Instead,  He  wants  them 

to  remain  quiet  about  it.   He  was  displaying  not  only  modesty  about  what  He 

could  do,  but  He  was  wanting  to  remain  anonymous.   We  must  also  look  upon  this 

in  the  light  that  it  was  not  yet  the  proper  time  for  Him  to  be  revealed  as  the 

promised  Messiah.   Je  read  about  this  later  in  the  8th  chapter,  how  He  warns 

the   isciples  not  to  tell  anyone  xksxxs  that  He  is  the  Christ. 

But  the  people  would  not  be  silent,  and  they  told  of  how  He  had  done  these 

deeds,  and  Mark  says  they  were  astonished "beyond  measure  and  said,  "He  hath 

done  all  things  well;  He  maketh  both  the  deaf  to  hear  and  the  dumb  to  speak." 


-3- 

Now  in  all  of  this  we  can  see  that  Jesus  was  a  worker  of  miracles.   But  the 

crc  's  were  not  content  to  merely  pass  Him  offif  as  one  who  could  do  a  few  things. 

hath  done 
They  said,  "He  ±ek**[  all  things  well."   This  is  more  than  oust  a  lot  of  praise, 

for  to  say  that  someone  can  do  all  things  well,  is  to  accle     .  .  very  highly. 
In  these  words  of  Mark,  there  is  a  familiar  ring  about  them,  and  well  there 
should  be,  because  it  is  the  echo  the  words  of  God  as  found  in  the  end  of  the 
story  of  creation  in  Genesis  1:31 i  "And  god  saw  all  that  He  had  made  and  behold 
it  was  very  good."   Jesus  was  reminding  people  that  God  had  created  everything 
to  be  perfect  and  without  blemish,  and  now  He  was  partially  setting  about  re- 
storing that  soundness,  by  creating  anew  in  the  lives  of  people  diseased  or 
crippled. 

;hat  is  also  being  pointed  out  in  this  Scripture  is  probably  the  fulfilling  of 
Isaiah  35:5,  where  we  read  that  the  eyes  of  the  blind  shall  be  opened,  and  the 
ears  of  the  deaf  unstopped,  and  the  lame  shall  leap,  and  the  tongue  of  the 
dur"  will  speak.   All  of  this  is  the  promise  of  the  Messiah  which  Jesus  was 
showing  that  He  was.   'There  can  be  no  doubt  in  anyone's  mind  that  what  was 
beginning  to  take  place  in  His  ministry  was  things  no  ordinary  man  could 
do  and  performs. 

I  have  been  reminded  of  this  this  past  week  when  I  read  a  book  about  what 
began  to  take  place  in  Canada  in  the  year  1972.   A  man  named  William  Mcleod 
was  working  as  a  coal  miner,  and  felt  the  call  of  God  to  be  a  preacher,  ao   he 
first  of  all  preached  to  his  fellow  miners,  but  then  felt  moved  to  be  the 
pastor  of  a  church.   Without  formal  education  other  than  grade  school,  he  took 
the  pastorate  of  a  church.   QJije  of  the  first  things  he  did  was  to  minister  to 
a  woman  dying  of  terminal  cancer,  and  strangely  enough  after  he  prayed  for  her 
she  resovered.   Next  he  :inistered  to  seek  man  who  was  confined  to  a  wheelchair 
for  years,  and  after  prayer  for  him  he  recovered  and  began  to  walk.   By  this 
tir,   j(Ir«  i.cleod  began  to  know  that  something  was  special  about  his  ministry. 
He  began  to  see  things  happen  in  his  church..   People  began  to  be  reconciled 
with  relatives  and  friends.   People  who  'had  done      ;s  that  were  wrong  like 
shoplifting  and  stealing  began  to  pay  for  the  items  and  to  maker  restitution. 


Soon  a  revival  was  sweeping  across  Canada  that  nothing  could  stop.   No  one 

cor  n  account  ±hx  how  it  all  actually  started,  nor  could  anyone  predict  where 

it  would  end.   This  movement  swept  into  the  Northwestern  part  of  the  United 

:;es  and  has  touched  different  areas  of  our  country. 

Next  month  Mr.  IlcLeod  will  he  in  Butler  for  a  week  of  jervices  to  he  held 

at  the  Calvary  Presbyterian  Jhurch.   Those  of  us  who  are  working  on  this 

project,  are  looking  to  God  to  bring  about  some  sort  of  R  vival  to  our  area. 

We  are  living  in  a  day  when  people  are 'just  as  faixx  deaf,  and  just  as  dumb  as 

the  man  who  was  brought  to  Jesus  in  our  Scripture  this  morning.   Too  many  of 

the  people  today  do  not  want  anything  to  intervene  in  their  nice  soft,  cozy 

little  lives.   3ut  God  has  a  way  of  stepping  in  and  making  lives  change  and 

be  altered. 

Just  as  Jesus  stepped  forth  and  placed  His  kasr  fingers  in  the  mans  ears,  and 

touched  his  tongue,  so  can  God  cause  ears  and  mouths  to  be  opened  in  many 

are    today. 

But  in  all  of  this  we  must  recognise  that  V/e  are  the  instruments  through  which 

God  must  operate.   If  we  are  spiritually  deaf  and  dumb,  we  cannot  be  of  any 

Greek 
use  to  the  master,  and  we  may  as  well  be  in  any  of  the  10  towns  iks±  through 

and  around  which  Jesus  passed  on  His  way  to  Jerusalem  and  the  cross.   But  if 
we  seek  to  become  spirit  filled  we  can  see  modern  day  miracles  take  place 
because  God  will  use  us  where  and  when  possible. 

aeed  to  pray  for  open  ears,  eyes,  and  mouths.  And  v/e  need  to  seek  a  renewal 
of  the  things  of  God  in  Butler  and  the  surrounding  area.   ./e  see  signs  arov 
us  that  point  to  the  fact  that  Butler  is  a  church  going  community,  but  there 
is  a  great  deal  of  difference  between  being  a  church-going  community  and  being 
a  Christian  community.   The  difference  is  simply  that  being  a  church  goier  is 
feeing  a  Pharisee  hung  up  on  self,  self -righteousness,  and  works.   Being  a 
Chi   fcian,  is  being  one  thourgh  whom  Jesus  is  kkx^khkb:*  seen  by  the  way  one 
conducts  his  or  herself  in  all  of  life.   bet  us  strive  to  be  Christians  instead 
of  just  Butler  church-goers a 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
pneSpay  Evening  Lfnten  Service   Fepruapy  19,  '97^ 
Rev,  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Marilyn  Sycphenson,  Organist 
Mr.  Ralph  Cooper,  Choir  Director 
Brian  Kennedy,  Pam  Fry  -  Acolytes 

Wed.  Eve.  -  ?:30  P.M. 
Prelude  Music:       "Prelude"  Beethoven 

"EVENSONG"  KOEPKE 

Silent  Meditation 
'Processional  Hymn  No.  60  "Saviour,  breathe  an  evening 

plesbingm 
•Invocation  -  Choral  Amen 

Scripture  Lesson:     Mark  3:10-21 
•Gloria  Patri 
•Evening  Prayers  and  Choral  Response 

Offer i ng 

"Softly  &  Tenderly  Jesus  is  Calling" 

Thompson 
"Sweet  hour  of  Prayer" 

"Piece  By  Piece  

DALMANUTHA!" 


Offertory 

Hymn  No. 

U75 

Sermon: 

Sermon  P- 

AVER 

•Hymn  No. 

55 

Benedi ction 

stlude 

"Sun  of  my  soul" 

"Fanfare"  Lorenz 

•Congregation  Standing  ------- 

If  you  know  of  anyone  looking  for  a  Church  Home  - 
new  members  will  re  received  on  palm  sunday.  please 
place  a  slip  of  paper  or  one  out  of  the  pew  rack 
in  the  offering  plate  or  give  to  ^ev.  llnk  as  you 

LEAVE. 

The  Youth  will  take  charge  of  Ushering   tonight. 
Deacon   and  Mrs.    William  Pflugh  will   represent   Cogmn, 
at  the  door   tonight, 

guri&t-        y^y-0-A       J-AX/ze^j       /^//^^'^       Afat^jfyy 


j'rora  all  this  we  C  we  involve  Spiritual  ba 
on  spiritual  battleground,  which  part  everyday  livet 

i  le  all  sorts  gimmicks/device  2  hurt  us 
1   ig  weapon  we  cannot  live  without  lot  diff  things 
nod  observ  wise  said,         il'n  greatest  weapon 
is  the  belief  hecdoes  not  exist. 

ProL  all  this  we  C  justification  for  Lent 
Lent  iitme  spend  sort  out  lives/renew  lives  C  what 
keep  us;"from  G. 

it  time  renew  loyalty  2  Js  Xp/or  cum  2  Him  anew/ 

or  cum  2  Him  4-  1st  time 

It  a  time  we  take  stand  on  side  of  Xp  &  B  aware 
leaven  of  Phar  "-.  ITerodians 
The  leaven  x'hars  self-right  &   smug. 
they  knew  it  all/had  corner  on  relig/no  need  uned. 
hill  billy  preach  tell  how  love  worship  G 
they  best  peop  walk  face  earth 
their  problem  pride/satisfaction  do  or  did 

Leaven  ;Ierod  was  reach  Byond  all  things  of  world 
Herod  interest  conquest/have  all  could  have 
Amass  goods/wealth  at  expense  peop 
he  guilty  intense  grasp  &  cruelty 
Thus  Js  caution  against  pride/cruelty 
Js  caution  should  ring  in  our  e$trs  2day  as  well 
Like  discips  we  quik  ovlook  p;reat  things  happen  pa: 
Ihe/ovlook  feed  UN   with  little         ^o  bread 

orget  things  past,  illness/recovered, 
sorrow/overcame  it,  probs  no  solution/yet  solved, 
at  wits  end/somehow  went  on. 

0  all  these  things  we  lean  too  much  self 
!     >t  enuf  on  Christ 
Js  speak  2  us  same  words  which  shared        icips, 

ell  us,  "Oome_iinto 

"Eeav-  l    -:    will  give  you  rest." 

lie  call  as  2f  ,  list  tempts 

of  devil. 
He   ca1  choices  thi 

poer.     .  .'•-,   written  as  to  group  men 

or  soldiers. 

nmat.  make  choices .  tween  leaven  Phars  or  IP-    , 
or  leaven  of 


"_iece  3jr  .iece  —  Dalman 

ed. 

TEe" 
and  or  the  leav       :j..' 


,  "And  He  charred  them.  'Jffij. 

-0,:.,P:r.  ,_j  -      |:'  r;  \  -j.  -  L  -,-      ;,  f"   ;"  _■   "  L-  pi.,.-. 


Scripture :        10-21 

Liff  pinpoint  Js  wherabouts  this  time  His  life 
not  .tave  all  facts  needed 
last  2  servs  r.         :ne  tonite 
JJalmanutha  city  in  Scrip  tonite/apprs  be . . 
acct  follow  4-M  feeding/perhaps  clue  lit  acct 
he  say  "Js  get  boat/go  other  ±±s  side  2  MAGaJAH" 
I.  side  3.  of  Gal 
Dalmanutha  could  B  nother  name  4  this  town 
fcn  from  which  cum  Mary  Magdalene 
"    meant  "Fort  o:P  Sower" 
mod  name   ..'  I     skxxA  at  jet  rd  along  ] 
froa  Tiberias  &   rd  cum  dn  from  hills  into  plain 
thru  Valley  of  -Lookers, 
Can  see  Js  on  .J  side  S  of  5 
Phar  came  2  Him  sot  sign  2  test  :Iim/2  accuse/trial 

wanted  litening/thunder/part  of  sea/  speetacular 
,,e  read,  He  sigh  in  spirit/prob  sigh  of  "./Hats  use?" 
He  refuee/get  in  boat  go  other  g±  side 
Js  tell  discips  TEXT  (read  ) 

sips  no  understand  think  speak  no  bren :.' 
.in  leaven/bit  of  dough/no  haveuse  during  Passo-s 
leaven  evil/corrupt/farraent /bacteria, 
thus  Phar  '■    lierod  leaven  bad   i 

lestion  discips  bout  feed  UK/   Be  tell  He  suffic 
red  of  life/they  sp.  blind  &   deaf 

tendency  think  Js  mean,  stern,  en 
j"   t  prob  tell  3mi3ie/  love/  humor 

xl   men  not  spiritually  minded,  &,   bred  mean  eat 
ure  Js  must  carry  ■■■■      , 
picture  loving  concerned  person  take  time  get 
message  across/take  time  patience  do  so. 

it  all  this/it  easy  2  B  concern  cares  probs  of  life 
can  get  hung  up  on  living  each  day 
this  respect  we  like  discips 
we  think  food/clothing/material  needs 
if  time  left  over  we  think  spiritual  things 
'.  ;  tempt  we  all  f  ice  ■  not  isolated  thing 
'  men  long  ago 
>b  with  us  2day  as  well 
',7e,  ^aeiged  all  sides  promotors  gimmicks/appliances/ 
t<*  s/convenienoes  etc. 
We  led  2  Blieve  cannot  live  properly  without  cert 
.  :r  dryer  /t00i;hpaste/shampao/cosmetic3/car 


"Piece  3y  i^irece Dalmanutha !  " 

Text-  Mark  8:15,   "And  He  charged  them  saying,  Take -heed.   Beware  of  the 
leaven  of  the  iharisees,  and  of  the  leaven  of  Herod. 

Scripture:  Mark  8:10-21 

In  striving  to  piece  the  puzzle  of  Jesus'  wherabouts  during  this  time  in  His 

life,  we  see  that  it  is  difficult  to  pinpoint  just  exactly  where  lie  was  at  a 

given  time.   The  reason  of  course  is  that  we  do  not  have  all  of  the  facts  at 

hand  in  order  to  determine  this.   As  in  the  last  two  services  we  are  at  a 

place  which  is  not  definitely  identified.   Dalmanutha  is  the  name  of  the 

city  to  which  Jesus  came  according  to out  Scripture  for  toninght. 

The  name  appears  we  are  told  in  the  best  Greek  manuscripts.   This  account 

takes  place  following  the  feeding  of  the  4000  and  we  can  perhaps  find  a  clue 

in  Matthews  account,  for  he  tells  us  that  Jesus  got  into  a  boat  and  came  to 

.   Now  Magadan  or  Magdala  was  a  torn  that  was  loacted  on  the  West  side 
of  the  :,ea  of  Galilee.  And  it  is  quite  likely  that  Dalmanutha  is  another 

n   -  for  this  town.   Magdala  is  theotown  from  which  a  certain  Mary  came  from 

word 
and  thus  she  had  the  name  Mary  Magdalene.   The  kkxm  Magdala  means  "fort"  or 

"tower".   The  modern  city  of  Mejdel  is  located  there  today  and  is  located  at 
a  strategic  point  at  a  junction  ofvthe  roadalong  the  lake  from  Tiberias  and  the 
road  coming  down  from  the  hills  into  the  plain  through  the  Valley  of  Robbers. 
Thus  we  can  probably  say  that  Jesus  wKsxiHastatxs  at  this  point,  was  located 
on  the       ;ide  of  the  Jea  of  Galilee. 

The  Iharisees  came  forth  and  sought  a  sign  from  Him  we  are  told  to  test  Him. 
They  were  interested  in  trying  to  get  something  on  Him  so  they  could  accuse 
Him  and  bring  Him  to  trial.   They  were  looking  for  something  like  a  thunder 
clap,  or  lightning,  or  some  other  miraculous  feat.   The  Pharisees  are  inter- 
ested in  seeing  x*hat  this  man  is  capable  of  doing.   But  we  read  that  He 
sighed  deeply  in  His  spirit,  probably  meaning  that  He  drew  a  sigh  of,  "What's 
tW-  use,  these  people  will  never  learn."  Probably  much  like  we  breath  a  sigh 
impatience  with  people  at  times. 

Jesus  flatly  refuses  to  give  them  a  sign,  and  since  He  could  not  get  away 
from  them  on  land  He  gets  back  into  the  boat  with  His  disciples  and  they  went 


to  the  other  side  of  the  lake.   Jesus  tells  His  disciples  to  "Beware  of  the 
]   fen  of  the  lharisees,  and  of  the  leaven  of  Herod." 

But  the  disciples  are  not  completely  aware  of  what  He  is  saying  and  so  they 
talk  it  over  among  themselves  and  the  only  answer  they  can  come  up  with  is, 
that  He  is  speaking  about  the  fact  that  there  is  no  bread  with  them.   ,/e  need 
to  understand  at  this  point  that  the  Jews  were  concerned  about  leaven.  Leaven 
is  to  us  is  yeast,  or  that  substance  we  can  add  to  bread  to  make  it  rise. 
To  the  Jews  it  was  a  portion  of  a  previous  batch  of  dough  that  was  saved  to 
serve  the  purpose  of  fermenting  the  next  batch  of  dough.   When  baking  a  little 
of  the  dough  was  held  back  to  be  used  the  next  time.   The  real  significance 
of  all  of  this  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  when  the  Israelites  left  Egypt 
they  were  forbidden  to  have  leaven  in  their  possession.   They  could  only  have 
unleavened  bread.   Thus,  during  the  Feast  of  The  Passover,  issxss.   the  Israel^ 
ites  were  forbidden  to  have  leaenen  in  their  possession,  or  to  have  it  in 
f  ir  household. 
Leaven  has  a  fermenting  quality  to  it,  or  a  bacterial  action,  and  fermentation 

a  process  of  corruption.   Thus  fermentation  or  leavening  of  something 
was  to  make  it  evil,  a.jd  so  we  can  perhaps  understand  what  Jesus  was  saying 
about  the  lharisees  and  Herodians. 

Jesus  then  qurstions  His  disciples  further  and  reminds  them  of  how  many  peo- 
ple were  fed  with  very  little,  and  how  food  was  left  over.   He  is  telling 
Jrhem  that  He  is  sufficient  for  all  and  there  is  no  need  of  any  other  food. 

is  pointing  out  that  He  is  the  3read  of  Life,  and  that  they  are  spiritually 
deaf  and  blind. 

an  we  read  incidents  like  these,  the  tendency  is  always  there  to  make  Jesus 
out  to  be  a  stern,  hard  taskmaster  who  is  impatient  with  the  stupidity  of 
men.   But  if  we  strive  to  read  between  the  lines,  we  can  see  instead  a  per- 

who  spoke  with  love  and  patience.   Instead  of  showing  anger,  He  more 
likely  was  showing  love.   He  probably  questioned  them  with  a  mild  manner. 
He  was  dealing  with  a  group  of  men  who  were  not  spiritually  minded,  and  thus 
they  thought  in  terms  of  bread  which  was  for  food  and  to  be  eaten  to  fulfill 


-3- 

ones  hunger.   This  is  the  picture  of  Jesus  that  we  should  carry  with  us. 

picture  of  a  loving  person  concerned  with  getting  His  message  accross 
and  taking  the  time  and  the  patience  to  do  so. 

The  point  of  all  of  this  is  that  it  is  easy  to  be  concerned  with  all  the 
cares  and  problems  of  life.  \le  can  get  hung  up  on  gust  living  each  day. 
In  this  respect  we  are  like  the  disciples.   We  think  of  food  and  clothing. 

)f  taking  care  of  our  material  needs  and  then  when  we  have  ti#e  left 
over,  we  think  of  the  things  of  the  spirit.   rhis  is  the  temptation  we  all 
face,  and  it  is  not  some  isolated  thing  that  Just  happened  to  a  group  of 
12  men  long  ago.   The  problem  is  with  us  today  as  well. 

We  are  beseiged  on  all  sides  today  by  fcl  ■■   re      -  of  all  kinds  of  appliances 
tools,  conveniences  and  gimmicks.  XkiHxtxxwteaifcxfeHxxgHitHHxsxxxiscfc  Itfe  are  led 
to  believe  that  we  cannot  live  properly  unless  we  have  a  certain  kind  of 
washer  and  dryer.  Or  our  teeth  will  fall  out  if  we  do  not  use  a  certain 
t   thpaste.   Or  we  will  lose  our  charm  and  feeauty  unless  we  use  a  certain 
mpoo  or  other  cosmetics.   We  are  not  in  style  unless  we  drive  a  new  car 
a  certain  b^and.   Jrom  all  of  this  we  see  that  we  are  involved  in  a 

dtual  battle  on  a  spiritual  battleground,  which  is  a  part  of  our  every- 

] Ives.   The  devil  uses  all  sorts  of  gimmicks  and  devices  to  hurt  us. 

one  big  weapon  is  that  of  having  us  believe  we  cannot  live  without 
a  lot  of  different  things.   One  modern  observer  has  wisely  said,  "The  devil's 

-est  weapon  is  the  belief  that  he  does  not  exist."  "ron  this  we  can 
a  justification  for  the  period  of  lent.  i?or  lent  is  a:  time  to  renew  our 
lives  by  sorting  out  those  things  which  are  keeping  us  from  being  what  God 

■  j  each  of  us  toafe  to  be.   It  is  a  time  to  renew  our  loyalty  to  Jesus 
Christ  and  to  come  to  Him  anew,  or  even  come  to  Kim  for  the  first  time. 
It  is  a  time  to  take  our  stand  on  the  Side  of  Christ  and  to  be  aware  of 
t   leaven  of  the  Pharisees  and  the  Herodians.  iHXKarxKxxsxjasyxiiHfcxkKHwxKliai 
fckisxiESKKMxis^xitxisxthRxiEscKSHxia*  The  leaven  of  the  Tharisees  was  that 
of  being  self-righteous  and  smug.   They  knew  it  all,  and  they  had  a  croner 
on  xfeS:  religion. 


They  didn't  need  some  uneducated  hill  billy  preacher  to  tell  them  how  to  love 
worship  God.   They  were  the  best  people  that  walked  the  face  of  the  earth. 
Their  problem  was  one  of  intense  pride  and  satisfaction  in  what  they  could 
do  or  did. 

The  leaven  of  Herod  was  that  of  reaching  beyond  for  all  of  the  things  of  the 
world.  Herod  was  interested  in  conquest,  in  having  everything  that  he  could 
possibly  have.   In  amassing  goods  and  wealth  at  the  expense  of  people.   He 

was  guilty  of  an  intense  grasping  and  cruelty.   Thus  ilesus  was  cautioning 

basically 

against  pride  and  cruelty.   The  cautioning  of  Jesus  must  and  should  ring 

in  our  ears  today  as  well.   ^sxsksHiiixksaExHxKixs^aaxiHgsfeaxHiiKxiisaKfisxxHii 
xayiitg^pdtSlExsrKXHixfckRxiBscKKHXHfxikKx 

3  the  disciples  we  are  so  quick  to  overlook  what  great  things  have  happen- 
ed In  the  past.   They  overlooked  the  fact  that  thousands  were  fed  with  little, 
and  as  a  result  they  were  worried  because  they  sa±  had  no  bread  with  them0 
yet  in  their  midst  was  the  giver  of  Bread.   We  too  forget  that  in  our 
res  we  may  have  had  illness,  and  we  recovered.    e  may  have  had  sorrow  and 
we  overc  me  it.  ie   may  have  had  a  problem  that  lacked  solution  and  yet  it 
was  solved.   ,/e  may  have  been  at  our  wits  end,  and  somehow  we  went  on. 

can  see  in  all  of  these  things  that  we  lean  upon  ourselves  too  much 
and  too  little  on  Christ. 

Jesus  is  speaking  to  us  today  in  the  same  words  which  He  shared  with  His 
disciples,  "Beware  of  the  leaven  of  the  Pharisees,  and  of  the  leaven  of 
Herod."   He  is  telling  us,  "Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavey 
laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest."   He  is  calling  us  to  a  new  commitment  to 
Him,  and  to  resist  the  temptations  of  the  devil.   He  is  calling  us  to  make 
the  choices  that  are  right. 
(Illustration  of  Choosing  by  ?.  Howard  Oakley) 


ST,    PAUL'S  UNITEO  CHURCH  OF  CHRfST 
Butler.    Pennsylvania 
Second   Sunday    in   Lent  February  ?3,    1975 

Rev.    Ralph   C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs ,  Marilyn  Stephenson.   Organist 
Mrs.    Cvndie   Svpetrt,    Youth  Choir   Director 
Brian   Kennedy,    Pam   Fry  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP    I  I  :00  A.M. 
Prelude  Music:    "Behold   the  Lamr   of  Goo11    from   "The  Messiah" 

Prelude  on  "St.   Hilda"       Raslev  Handel 

Si  lent  Prayer 

""Processional  Hymn  No.     IgU  "All  hail  the   power  of  Jesus'    name" 

'Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

*Exhortation 

•Confession   (In  Unison)    "Eternal  God,    how  often  we   have 
prayer  for   the  coming   of  thy  klngdqm,    yet  when   jt  has 
sought  to   come  through  us  «"e  have  sometimes   harred  the 
way;     we  have  wanted    it  to  come   in  others,    hut  not    in 

OUR  OWN  HEARTS,    We  FEEL  |T  18  WE  WHO  STAND  DETWEEN  MAN'S 

need   and   theej   between  ourselves   anp  what  we  might   ie! 
ann  we   have  no   trust    in  our  0*m  strength,    or  loyalty, 
or  courage,      0   qtvc  us   po«'er  to  live  thy  will,    and  seek 
thv  kingdom  first  of  all,      amen. " 
*Kyrie  (Choir,    Congregation  anp  Pastor) 

* Assurance  of  Parpqn  -  Choral  Amen 
*Pra ise 

*Pastor'       '0    lord   open  our   lips. 
People:      And   our   mouth   shall  show  forth  thy  praise, 
•Ooxqlogy     No.    551       Matthew    II:    20-2U  Mi **¥-&.  A**J      >*/">> 
Scripture   Lesson:       Mark  3:  22-P6        *Pfr  A&4&     ?  A  A+/" 
Hymn  No.     g  "Praise  ye   the   Lord,    the  Almighty" 

*Aff i rmat  eon  of   our    Fa i th      (Apostles'    Creed) 
""Gloria   Patri 
•Call  to   Prayer 

'Pastor:      The   Lorp  re  with  you. 
•People:      And   with   thy   spirit. 
•Pastor:      Let  us   pray. 
*Prayer  and   Prayer  Response 
Offer i ng 

Offertory:  "Cantab t le"  Concone 

THEMl      "Into   The  Woods  My  Master  Wcmt1   RipsefLelo 

Youth  Chjir 


SermonI  "Piece   By   Fiece" 

"BETHSAIGA" 

Prayer  and   Lord's   Prayer 
*Hymn  of  Dedication  No.  467    "I    love   to    tell   the  story" 
•Benediction  a^d   Three   Fold   Amen 

POSTLUDE*        "POSTLUPE  IN  G"  Reap 

————————     *Congregat ion   Standing    ------ 

The  Lovely    Flowers   on   the  Altar  have   fieen  placed    ^y 

Mrs.   Alice  Beatty   and  Mrs.   Winifred  Wachsmutw   in 

memory  of   "loved  ones11. 
Serving   as  Ushers   topay  are   *Don  Kingbley,    Daryl  Tait, 

John  Dreher,    Gary   Penah   and   John  Stevenson. 
Mrs.    Ann  Williams  vill  represent  Council  at  the  door 

topay. 
Nursery    is    provided  today   ny:     Mrs.    Sharon  Stauffer 

.-  AND    MRS.     JUPY     Snyper.'" 

■Z^Monpay  -   6:30  -  St.    Paul's   vs.    Meriman    in  Pasket Ft* ll y 

^  Tuesday  -  7:00  -  PROPERTY   COMMITTEE  MEETING 

Wepnespay  -   LENTEN  SERVICE     -   "CaeSarTa   PhIlipfi" 
The  attendance   last   Sunday  -    t SU;   Wb&»    98. 
GOOD    FRIDAY    BREAKFAST    -   YMCA   -   6:00  A.M.    -   See 
Kenneth  Weitzel  or  J.    Af,    Harmon   for   tickets   -  Speaker 
will  fiE  Richard   K.    Kennepy.OO  from  Pittsburgh, 
Any  memder  of  the  Congregation  who   wouLn    like  to   take 

PART  IN  A  WORSHIP  SERVICE  AT  THE  GuNNYVlE*"  HOME  ON 

Monday    (tomorrow),    at    UIJ  p-   M.    's    invited,      tf* 

NEED     SOME     PEOPLE     TO    HELP     SING     AND    ^E     COULp    USE     A 
PIANO     PLAYER,    (>*■*    nficr       T'>  & '  r    AT  '.'9  0     I  j¥.Jtft.    J*  £**"%^ 


>Next   Sunday  -  Baptism  will  '-ie   help  during  the    llAtM,\ 
Service   and   at   tt:Q0  P.M.    the   same   day.       If   anyone 
would   like   to   have   their   na"l¥  baptised   -   contact 
the  Pastor. 
The  Lilies   should    he  ordered   shortly  -  recause  of 
Easter  reing  so   early  this   year  -  a   lot  of  the   lilies 

WILL  NOT  P£  OPENED  if*    TIME.    A  SLrp  OF  PAPER  WILL 
BE  BENT  AROUND  TODAY  OR  YOU  CAN  CONTACT  ^EA  TaIT. 

All   lilies    [k   hlooms)  will   *e   $5.00  each. 

-. _    A     LOT    OF     PEOPLE     HAVE     ASKEP      |F     THE     w  L I  V  f  NG     Bl^LE11     WOULD 

/  RE    ON    A    SPECIAL    AGAIN    -     A     SPECIAL     EaETER    BiFiLE     BONUS 

is  available  for   $8.26  -  see  ''ea   if   interested. 
"~7*"  Hospitalized:    Dorothy   Nicholas,    Tresa   Nicholas. 
■^^-  Mr.    &  Mrs.    Steve   Vargo  have   a   new  safiy  girl  - 

309  Pleasantview  Ave.    -  Congratulations   Barr   and    Steve 


> 


,-  only  know  portion  of  Him  2// 

Jan  rattle  off,  " Juf fared  under  P  rilate,  crucified 

dead,  buried;  third  da^  rose  again  j'i?i; n;  .  i  r1 

real  signir,  meaning  lost  2  them 
.'hat  pity  when  compt  cure  just  accept  comet  &  simply 
iierely  let  go,  and  let  -9WJ 
Ihd   no  see  Him  as  1  reveal  Father  or  as  1  thru 
whom  Father  seen 
They  no  see  Him  as  .j;w  can  tranform  lives  simply  by 
accept  Him  in        i  child  accept  earthly  parents 
1  of  dangers  ivan  \   striv  apeak  sum1  bout  accept  Xp 
anger  make  appear  all  there  2  it 
Same  danger  church  meml 
_3van  &.   ch  membship  ongoing  proce 

•ontinual  converting/reconverting  person  life 

raid  B  renewal  sum  of  life  daily 
lerhaps  fault  clergy  '',-.   I  suspect  this  part  problei 
(Illustration  ;<oger  Tennant  S:  Greatest  Achievement) 
This  state  we  find  selves  in  2day 

-  our  churches  only  h-,ve  partial  view 

a   trees  insted  see  as  joyous/beau 

1  know  not  whether  I  convey  2  U  joy  involved  live 
4-  Christ  or  not 

sop  pray  G  let  me  convey  this  2  U  when  preach  et< 

i  mix 

"  not  dead/lifeless/lusterless/dull 
"  sumthing  rich/full 

2  B  Xpian  is  2  B  joyous  pera  &  2  show  4th  this  Joy 
all  circums  life 

But  it  step  by  step  process/no  know  under  1day/1  wk 
Steady  growing  in  Xp  day  by  day/moment  by  moment 

(pnem  Saint  laul B.   .   .  I  -ora) 

i      say  lifetime  2  short  2  know  all  3  would  have  kno' 

"  2    "  gri  ihould 

This  no  mean  we  stop  this  pt  where  can  only  C  dimly, 
:  like  blind  man  scrip  see,  "Men  like  trees  walk 
Insted  we  must  seek  the  complete  healing  io  Ehat  we 
can  "3       ,  be  restored,  and  see  all  men  clearly" 

This  what  touch  Js  Xp  all  about 
not  just  1  moment  thing/I  shot  deal 
but  it  rather,  coming  to  Him,  seeking  Him  day  by 

■  2  have  Him  liv  in  us  Sc  2  hav-3  Jim  shine  4th 
from  our  ve  r, 
I  invite  U  2  invite  io  your  heart  this 

Lf>"ten  season  &  2  strive  to  live  as  He  would  have  U 

1  3. 

If  any  in  doubt  bout  this,  I  invite  U  2  speak  2  me 

bout  it ,  &  I  happy  help  U  in  t    , 


se  ~   the  :^a!  " 

'And  he  lot       ,      :iid, 

men  11"  . 


'I  see 


Text!  Hark  3:24, 

fcthew  11:20-24,  Mark  8:22-: 

Hk  (  rip.  Js  come  Bethsaida  again 
name  mean  "House  of  Fishers"/ of  M.  rtf'KC  f.  *F  6-Mi-. 
■Uy  portion  fishermen 
>d  Philip  or  Philip  letrarch  rebilt  3eth  2  BC 
named  Bethsaida  -  Julia3  honor  Julia  dotter  &u  . 
Js  been  here  B4-  as  record  Mt  11 
"  speak  hily  J  Bap  his  minis  these  peop 
"  upbraid  peop  unbelief 
"  pass  judgement  on  towns  Ss  Beth  among  them 

.;ak  more  hily  Tyre/3idon  this  would  rankle 
iieth/Jhorazin/Capernaum  Jew  towns  T  i  S  Get 
Js  condemna  Beth  &  others  accord  I+t  Jn  Bap  reject 
"  efforts  reject  as  well 
Ht  say  Js  did  mitey  works  there/little  profif  of  this 
Indiff  Beth  peop  prosperous/wealthy  &  no  need  relig 
Had  2  preachs  '->.   reject  both 
This  set  stage  4-  heal  blind  man 
(read  vs  23a) 
this  show  Js  no  perform  mirac  thuro 

!  signif  whan  realize  fa  ',-   liscips  from  there 
Philip,  Andrew,  Peter 
Yet,     Lnis  fail  there/unwill  perform  minis  the] 
But,  Js  willing  help  indiv 
1nce  gam  read  saliva  4  healing/burn  or  cut  put  moutl 
:.3  common  ;  : 

II,  inflammation  eyeball 
\     jn  ■   •     ;ene/cleanlincss  =  blindness 
.Je  <J  this  incid  d.esire  Js  love  &  compassion 
But  also  C  something  else/not  1  step  healing 
take  2  step,  &  there  those  say  Js  no  do  swathing  r1 
But  I  Blieve  deliberately  act  this  way 
Here  1  could  still  waves/heal  long  distance  etc 
7ith  such  potrer  why  take  2  steps???? 
Here  man  complete  blind/not  partial  sum  I '■' 

;  ,  ) 

td  Js  touch  eyes  again,  he  see  clearly 
I  Blieve  signif  this,  it  object  lesson  then  St  2day 
When  Js  touch  man  he  no  see  all  at  once 
St  -'.-         "!an  seek  complete  cure  fc-  only  half  cur< 
F..j'iful  cond  peop  all  walks  never  permit  Js  perform 
service  complete  renewal  in  them 
The i-         only  posses  dim/c3ouded  view  of  Him 


"lJiece  By  Tiece  —  Bethsaida!" 
Text:  Mark  8:24,   "And  he  looked  up,  and  said,  'I  see  men  like  trees,  walking." 

ripture:  Mark  8:22-26,,  Matthew  11:20-24. 

from  Mark 
In  our  Scripture  this  morning  we  read  of  Jesus  coming  once  qgain  to  3ethsaida. 

The  name  Bethsaida  meant  "House  of  Fishers".   A  goodly  portion  of  it  was 

made  up  of  fishermen.  Herod  Philip  or  Philip  the  Tetracch  rebuilt  Bethsaida 

around  2  BG,  and  he  renamed  it  Bethsaida  -  Julias  in  honor  of  Julia  the 

daughter  of  lufhistus  Caesar.   At  another  point  in  His  ministry,  Jesus  had 

been  here  and  we  find  this  recorded  in  the  11th  chapter  of  Matthew,   It  is 

in  this  chapter  that  Jesus  speaks  very  highly  of  Joim  the  Baptist  and  his  min- 

the  people 
istry  among  these  people.  He  takes  Stem  to  task  and  upbraids  them  for  their 

unbelief.   He  passes  judgement  upon  the  towns  in  this  area  and  among  them 

is  found  the  name  of  Bethsaida.   Jesus  speaks  more  highly  of  Tyre  and  Sidon 

than  He  does  of  Bethsaida.   This  would  rankle  any  who  heard  it,  for  Bethsaida, 

Chorazin  and  Capernaum  were  Jewish  areas  of  population  and  Tyre  and  ;Jidon 

ere  made  up  of  Gentiles. 

along  with  the  other  cities 
Jesus  condemnation  of  Bethsaida  ±nxStex  according  to  the  Gospel  of  Matthew 

is  due  to  the  fact  that  John  and  his  works  were  rejected  thereof  and  so  was 
the  efforts  of  Jesus.   We  are  told  from  the  Matthew  Scripture  that  Jesus  did 
most  of  His  nighty  works  there,  but  they  repented  not.   At  this  point  we 
must  interject  that  ws  again  we  do  not  have  a  great  deal  of  background  on 
just  what  He  did  there  and  Ktefc  how  many  miracles  He  performed,  but  we 
can  deduce  from  what  Matthew  says,  that  He  did  some  wonderful  things  in 
this  qrea. 

But  here  again  indifference  must  have  reared  its  ugly  head.   Indifference 
to  the  fact  that  not  only  one  great  preacher,  but  two  had  come  upon  the 
scene  in  these  towns.   And  still  the  people  were  not  moved  neither  by  the 
strong  preaching  of  one,  and  the  healing  as  well  as  the  preachia      .  ie 
other.   The  portion  of  Bethsaida  that  was  not  made  up  of  fishermen, 
made  up  of  prosperous  business  people  and  people  who  were  unmoved  in  any 
way  by  religion,  except  their  own  brand  of  religion,  indifference  to  all 
except  their  needs. 


-2- 

was  brought 
This  then  sets  the  stage  for  the  healing  of  the  blind  man  who  asms  to  Jesus 

en  he  came  into  Bethsaida.   Ans  so  we  read  in  the  23rd;  verse  of  the  8th 
chapter  of  Mark,  ittkfcs  that,  "He  took  the  blind  man  by  the  hand,  and  led 
him  out  of  the  town."  This  shows  that  Jesus  was  not  going  to  perform  any- 
more miracles  there,   sis  This  is  rather  significant  when  we  also  realize 
that  the  town  of  Bethsaida  supplied  one  quarter  of  the  disciples  of  Jesus. 
Philip,  Andrew,  and  Peter  were  all  from  Bethsaida,  and  yet  for  all  intents 
and  purposes,  Jesus  ministry  had  failed  there.   So  Jesus  is  unwilling  to 
perform  a  ministry  in  Bethsaida,  but  He  is  not  unwilling  to  help  an  individual 
who  needs  help. 

Ince  again  we  read  of  the  use  of  saliwa  for  a  part  of  the  healing  process, 
mentioned  this  last  week,  but  it  has  some  merits  when  we  stop  to  think 
that  when  we  receive  a  burn  or  a  cut  on  our  hands  we  almost  automatically 
put  the  hand  or  finger  to  our  mouth.   Blindness  was  a  common  and  prevalant 

hing  in  the  middle  East.   Many  people  suffered  from  Ophthalmia  which  is 
a  severe  inflamation  of  the  eyeball,  and  because  of  their  ignorance  of 
hygiene  and  cleanliness,  many  of  them  aggravated  the  condition  and  it  led 
to  blindness. 

But  we  see  in  this  incident  the  desire  of  Jesus  to  show  love  and  compassion 
on  someone  who  was  in  need  of  it.   But  we  also  see  in  this  incident  nome- 
thin  that  is  found  in  no  other.   It  was  not  a  miraculous  one  step  healing, 
but  instead  it  took  two  attempts  to  completely  gix  restore  the  nan's  sight. 
There  are  those  who  would  tell  us  that  Jesus  did  not  do  something  just  right 
the  first  time  and  so  the  complete  cure  was  not  enacted.   But  I  believe  that 
this  was  a  deliberate  'act  on  the  part  of  Jesus.  After  all,  He  had  the  power 
to  still  the  waves.   He  had  the  power  to  heal  someone  who  was  miles  away 
from  Him,  and  someone  that  He  never  even  saw  face  to  face.   With  power  such 

is  this,  why  would  He  require  two  attempts  to  heal  this  man?   The  answer 
lies  in  the  fact  that  here  was  a  man  who  was  completely  blind.   He  did  not 
have  a  partial  eye  illness  that  required  a  special  approach  as  some  would 
have  us  think.   He  was  completely  blind,  and  could  see  nothing.   Jesus 


touches  his  eyes  and  we  are  told,  "He  looked  up,  and  said,  'I  see  men  like 

ees, walking."   His  sight  was  not  complete  all  at  once.   rf  then  read  that 
Jesus  touched  his  eyes  again,  and  then  he  swa  everything  clearly. 
I  helieve  the  significance  of  this  is  that  this  was  an  object  lesson  for 
His  followers  then,  and  it  should  be  an  object  lesson  for  us  today.   When 
Jesus  Jrouched  the  man  he  did  not  see  everything  completely  and  all  at  once. 
This  story  suggests  the  p  tiful  condition  of  a  man  looking  for  a  complete 
cure  and  here  is  he  is  only  half-cured.   It  suggests  to  us  the  pitiful  con- 
dition of  people  in  all  walks  of  life  who  have  never  permitted  Jesus  to 
to  perform  the  service  of  complete  renewal  in  them.   There  are  so  many  who 
hnly  have  or  possess  a  dim  or  clouded  view  of  Him.   They  only  know  a  portion 
of  Tim.  They  can  rattle  off,  "buffered  under  Pontius  Pilate,  was  crucified 
dead  and  buried;  the  third  day  He  rose  again  from  the  dead,"  butbthe  real 
meaning  and  significance  of  this  is  lost  to  them.   What  a  pity,  when  the 

ornplete  cure  is  to  just  accept  Him  completely  and  simply.   To  merely  let 
go,  and  let  God.   They  do  not  see  Him  as  the  one  who  reveals  the  Father 
or  as  the  one  through  whom  the  Father  is  seen.   They  do  not  see  Him  as  the 
Saviour  who  can  transform  their  lives  simply  by  accepting  Him  in  faith  as 
a  little  child  trusts  its  earthly  parents. 

One  of  the  dangers  of  Evangelism  and  striving  to  speak  to  someone  about 
accepting  Christ,  is  the  danger  of  making  it  appear  that  this  is  all  there 
is  to  it.   One  of  the  dangers  of  church  membership  is  that  many  feel  that 
is  all  there  is  to  it.   But  in  evangelism  and  church  membership  it  is  an 
ongoing  process.   It  must  be  a  continual  converting  and  re-converting  in 
a  person's  life.  It  should  be  a  renewal  in  some  area  of  life  almost  daily. 
Perhaps  it  is  the  fault  of  the  clergy,  and  Inwould  suspect  that  this  is 
partially  the  problem  at  leant.   iut  -  man  named  Roger  Tennant  has  summed 
It  up  quite  well  in  something  he  wrote.   He  says,  (Illustration  of  Greatest 
achievement) . 

This  I  believe  is  the  state  we  find  ourselves  in  today.   In  shkxk  many  of  our 
churches  we  only  have  a  partial  vision.   We  see  Christianity  like  trees, 


instead  of  seeing  it  as  joyous  and  beautiful.   I  do  not  know  whther  I  am 

le  to  ever  convey  to  you  the  joy  that  xtxrx  is  involved  in  striving  to 

live  for  Christ.   I  keep  praying  that  God  will  let  me  convey  this  to  you 

whenever  I  preach  or  conduct  worship.   For  it  is  joyful  and  joyous.   It  is 

not  a  dead  thing  that  is  dull  and  lusterless.   But  it  is  something  that  is 

rich  and  full,   To  be  a  Christian  is  to  be  a  joyous  person  and  to  show 

forth  this  joy  in  all  circumstances  of  life. 

But  we  must  also  remember  that  this  is  a  step  by  step  process.   V/e  do  not 

know,  nor  understand  what  it  is  all  about  in  just  one  day  or  one  week. 

It  must  be  a  steady  growing  in  Christ  on  a  day  by  day,  moment  by  moment 

basis. 

.  r.  H.  Myers  in  his  poem  Saint  Paul  has  Paul  saying, 

'Let  no  man  think  that  sudden  in  -:  minute 

All  is  accomplished  and  the  work  is  done  

Though  with  thine  earliest  dawn  thou  shouldst  begin  it 
iarce  were  it  ended  in  thy  setting  sun." 

^.e  is  saying  that  a  lifetime  is  too  short  to  know  all  that  God  would  have 

us  to  know  to  truly  love  Him,  and  to  grow  in  Christ  as  we  should.   But 

this  does  not  mean  that  we  are  to  stop  at  the  point  where  we  can  only  see 

dimly,  and  we  are  like  the  blind  man  seeing,  "Men  like  trees,  walkin  . 

Instead,  we  must  seek  the  complete  healing  so  that  we  can"ia>ok  up,  be 

restored  and  see  all  men  clearly." 

This  is  what  the  touch  of  Jesus  Christ  is  all  about.   It  is  not  just  a  one 

moment  thing  or  a  one  shot  deal.   But  it  is  rather,  coming  to  Him  and  seeking 

day  by  day  to  have  Him  live  in  us,  and  to  have  Him  shine  forth  from  our 

very  lives.   I  invite  you  to  invite  Him  into  your  heart  anew  this  Lenten 

season  and  to  strive  to  live  as  He  would  have  you  to  live.   tfteyxHHi  If 

anyone  is  in  doubt  about  any  of  this,  I  invite  you  to  speak  to  me  about  it 

and  I  will  be  happy  to  help  you  in  this. 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Wednesday  Evening  Lenten  Service   February   26,  1975 
Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Marilyn  Stephenson,  Organist 
Mr,  Ralph  Cooper,  Choir  Director 
Brian  Kennedy,  Pam  Fry  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  7:30  P.M. 

Prelude  Music;  Marilyn  Stephenson 

Silent  Meditation 
♦Processional  Hymn  No.  U66  "He  leadeth  me" 
*  Invocation  -  Choral  Amen 

Scripture  Lesson:     Mark  8:  27~33 
•Gloria  Patri 
•Evening  Prayers  and  Choral  Response 

Offer  1 ng 

Offertory  M.  Stephenson 

Hymn  No.  H69      "I  need  Thee  every  hour" 

Sermon:    "Piece  By  Piece  —  Caesaruz  Philippi.' " 

Sermon  Prayer 
•Hymn  No.  59   "All  praise  to  Thee,  my  God,  this  night" 

Bened I ct i on 

Postlude  M-  Stephenson 

________  *Congregati on  Standing  ------- 

Ushers  tonight  are:   *Don  Kingsley,  Daryl  Tait, 
hn  Dreher  and  Gary  Penar. 

If  you  know  of  anyone  looking  for  a  Church  Home  -   New 
members  will  be  received  on  palm  sunday.   please 
place  a  slip  of  paper  in  the  offering  plate  or  give  to 
Rev.  Link  as  you  leave. 

World  Day  of  Prayer  -  March  J  -   First  Methodist  Church 
«  ,:3°  _  _-. 


i '.  1  ■■  n  . :   {/i .    .-- 


— 1i   dishart  these  men  ~ 

/hand  He  long  await/long  prophes  of  S/&  deon 
/Janno  find  fait  i3ete  no  complete  accept  this     an 
But  ex,m  close  we  C  forces  work  discips  lives, 
i  partic  life  Pete 
Pete  -iven  inspiration  G  able  identify  Messiah 

latan  give  doubts/mis  trust  2 
no  completely         'bat  happen  Js  accord  u  s  plan 
Si  all  work  out  benefit,  good  all  mankind 
All  this  J   reflect  selves/i ete  accep  G's  anoi 
when  find  out  what  happen  no  accept  turn  from 

Kavf '  had^centuries  Xpian  Oh  2  show  history  suff 
We  accep  this  go  thru  observ  ea  yr 

.,  inner  thots,  outward  acts  prefer  discipship 
that  lv  cross  out  of  it 

l   peop  ask  demand  relig  moderate  .^sensible 
Anything  calls  Dship  means  compl  mvolvment  ol  sell 
is  thot  2  3  extreme 

»:•:  reach  out  2  lost  unsave  is  thot 

of  by  sum  to  B  extreme,  fanatical 

in  vss  scrip  Js  count  true  cost  disship 
This  involve  take  cross  daily  follow  Him 
Thus  it  involve  cross  1-  us 
Lps  not  same  Js/but  mean  crucifix 
It  mean  live  <*  G,  have  G  live  m  us  then 

Js  call  late  Satan  this  signif  when  realize  Js  imK 
accuse  Pete  look  after  things  man  not  n 
Lb  tempt  all  face  many  pts  lives 

•ice  seem  rt,  I 

But  if  analyze  lite  what  G  want  from 
realize  from  devil,  satan 
Sun  Oonf  class  talk  conscience  tell  goott  thing 

\  Itll   alk  how"       '   -ioe  3   what  our^k*£ 
^ort  out  what  G  have  us  do  given  situa 
we  mor  likely  listen  2  G  than  we  are  listen  own 
motives, desires 
All  this  we  0   peop  surround  Js  much  like  we/same  stuf; 
Ut  can  C  tru  disship  mor  than  verbal  assent  2  Js  Xp 
It  mean/should  mean  |tf«M.  complete  surrender 

Should  mean  take  up  cross/follow  HiSa  daily 
Lenial  this  is  fall  prey  satan  forces  evil 
■  ■■--.-   sensible  rail  . 
Ll-oetween/we  either  4  or  against   I  i     e  pt 
out  2  lets. 

•  do  we  Bta  id  this  piece  pr- 

stor.y  of  our  Lord  together? 


i  ippil' 
,      when  He  had  turned  about  and 


* 


on  His  disciples.   He  feliUJUJU.  1'eter,   aayin/: ,    ' 

bn   of 
aire;    Mark  8:27-3? 

Js  now  arrive  C.  Ph  approx  25  mi  B  Bethsai 
1cw  gain  have  little  go  on  time  tween  Beth  St  C 
Thing  import,  events  transpire  ea  incident 
C  Ph  terrace  1150  abov  Sea  lev/o'look  Jord  valley 
1  terrace  water  stream  from  cave/this  Jord  sorci 
liarly  hist  called  -       (enter  worship  Baal 
2day  call  Ban  I 

ir  god  nature 
Give        ■  2  Herod  Gr  bilt  temp  there 
c  deth  4BC  give  I'otrarchy  Ph/enlarge  beautify 
call  it  C  Ph  honor  Tiberias  □  Ss  self 
only  mention  2  in  Bib/ 
in  Acts  12/Oornelius  live  Acts  10 
Imprison  2  yrs  Acts  23 
'Ironic  Js  ask  who  peop  think  lie  is  this  center 
culture/prob  still  temp  there 
He  minis/do  miracu/peop  silent  on  ide: 

irt  tioe  li        '.  iscips  know  what  go  happen 
prob  question  minis  wonder  how  did? 
This  natural  seek  results  4  no  one  ask  who  He  was 
Lsci  is/reply  Jn  Bap.  Elijak^-Oth. 
)  they  say?  /Pete  K  hirt  '"'Phou  art  the  CHrist" 

ret  out/no  longer  secret  2  B  hid  even  tho 
(    11  discips  no  tell 

Phey  now  aware/lie  Bgin  tell  what  happen  future 
Pete  begin  Rebuke/  this  word  use  2  ways 
"   it  disapproval  what  He  say /he  no  tell  Js  off 
it  like  we  say,  "u  no,  that  no  happen  you.  Hot  U" 

ily  reprimand/He  tell  Pete  off,       itan  in  wil 
1  bi&  object  less  prob  all  herd  B4-, 
this  Js  tell  1st  time  future  events  His  life 
But  what  really  need  look  at  is  less        Ja  rel 
lete  outspoken/general  1st  i        lent/perceive 
Thi  int  out  wh  i 

without  hesi  b        m  art  the  ..phrisJLU 
Thus  affirm/Kessiah/promised  1 /Anointed  1 ,  Xp  means 
ised  1  of  G  S;  heir  avid  throne 

C  Messiah  go  action  Zap  enemies 
_,ut  ;  ■       -  no  do  this/insted  B  reject 
Taken  34  powers  B/tried/put  deth 


"Piece  By  i  iece  —  Caesaria  Philippi!" 

Text:  Mark  8:33,  "But  when  he  had  turned  about  and  looked  on  his  disciples, 
Hevrebuked  Peter,  saying,  'Get  thee  behind  me  sat an;  for 
thou  savorest  not  the  things  that  be  of  God,  but  the  things 
-  that  be  of  men.*" 

Scripture:  Mark  8:27-33 

Jesus  has  now  arrived  at  Jaesaria  Philippi,  which  if  we  check  it  on  a  map, 

is  approximately  22  to  25  miles  directly  North  of  Bethsaida  which  was  His 

stopping  point  in  our  Sunday  piewe  of  the  puzzle.   Once  again  we  have  little 

to  go  on  as  to  how  much  time  has  elapsed  since  Jesus  was  in  Bethsaida  and  if 

we  accept  it  as  it  is  written  it  was  the  next  event  that  took  place  in  the 

life  of  Jesus.   And  considering  the  content  of  this  Scripture,  I  think  that 

the  important  thing  contained  in  all  of  this  narrative  is  not  time  schedules 

and  periods  that  it  took  Jesus  to  travel  from  one  place  to  another.   But 

rather,  the  events  itex  which  transpired  in  each  incident. 

Caesaria  Philippi  was  situated  on  a  terrace  1150  feet  above  sea  level.   It 

t    erlooked  the  very  fertile  North  end  of  th&  Jordan  valley.   Ijj  dtact  all  of 

'  3  terrace  was  watered  by  a  stream  which  gushed  forth  from  a  cave,  and  this 

stream  was  supposedly  the  source  of  the  river  Jordan.   In  its  very  earliest 

history,  Caesaria  Philippi  was  called  Balinas,  because  it  had  been  a  great 

center  for  the  worship  of  Baal.   Today,  a  small  village  named  Banias  stands 

earliest 
here.   The  second  name  of  Caesarsa  Philippi  was  lanias  and  it  was  named  for 

the  god  gan  the  greek  god  of  nature.   It  was  given  by       us  Caesar  to 

Herod  the  Great  and  he  built  a  beautiful  temple  there.   After  his  death  in 

4  B3  itbwas  given  as  a  paet  tsf  the  tetrarchy  of  Philip  and  he  enlarged  and 

beautified  the  city,  and  gave  it  the  name  of  Gaesarea  Philippi  in  honor  of 

Tiberias  Caesar  qand  himself. 

Caesarsa  ihilippi  is  only  mentioned  twice  in  the  Bible,  but  it  was  the  place 

where  Herod  Agrippa  was  XMifctag  struck  down  by  an  angel  of  the  Lord  as  recorddd 

Acts  12.   It  was  also  where  Cornelius  ss.   the  centurion  lived,  in  Ji.cts  10hj 

and  where  Paul  was  imprisoned  for  2  years  as  recorded  in  Acts  23. 

Thus  it  Is  rather  ironic  and  significant  that  the  events  which  took  place  in 


cri  ture  took  place  in  Caesarea  Philippi.   Here  in  this  center  of  Greek- 
To   a  culture,  where  probably  the  white  marble  temple  to  axS  the  Greek  god 
Pan  still  stood,  Jesus  SHiskHidDo^a*xwasxgBiiigxtHxhacp^iixjfeHDcitiBxxxSKXXBXKa±H!± 
XHXxttaxxiExtxtxi&KxtkasxHKXwaK  asked  who  people  were  saying  He  was.   He  had 
been  among  many  other  people  and  He  had  ministered  and  done  marvelous  things. 
But  in  all  of  this,  the  people  were  silent  as  to  His  identity.   Jesus  probably 
was  keenly  aware  that  His  days  were  now  being  numbered,  and  He  wanted  His 
disciples  to  know  who  He  was  and  what       >ing  to  take  place  in  a  very  short 
time.   So  this  is  probably  the  reason  why  they  withdrew  to  this  out  of  the 
way  spot  for  the  moment. 

Jesus  was  probably  looking  at  His  ministry  and  questioning  whether  He  had 
actually  achieved  anything  in  it.   I  believevthat  it  would  have  been  a  natural 
thing  for  Hin  to  question  the  results,  for  no  one  had  really  discovered,  or 
had  taken  the  time  to  discover  who  He  really  was.  So  He  asked  His  disciples 
w1   others  said  He  was.   They  replied  that  He  was  being  compared  to  John  the 
Baptist  and  Elijah  or  another  prophet.   But  this  did  not  really  satisfy  what 
He  was  trying  to  elicit  from  them.  So   He  asks  them  who  they  say  He  is.   And 
we  see  that  Peter  is  irery  quick  to  blurt  out,  "Thou  art  the  Christ."   How  the 
secret  is  out.   No  longer  will  it  remain  a  secret,  even  though  Jesus  charges 
them  to  tell  no  one  of  what  they  have  learned. 

iow  that  they  are  aware  of  who  He  is,  He  begind  to  tell  them  of  the  events 
that  will  take  place  in  the  near  future,  and  how  He  will  be  killed  and  rise 
again  from  the  dead.   And  Mark  points  out  that  Peter  beggan  to  rebuke  Him. 
And  following  this  Jesus  rebukes  Peter.  Now  the  word  rebuke  is  used  in  two 
different  ways  here.   In  the  usage  of  leter  it  is  a  disapproval  of  what  Jesus 
is  saying.   It  is  not  as  would  seem  the  case  that  Peter  is  telling  Jesus  off, 
as  we  think  of  a  rebuke.  He  is  saying  something  along  the  lines  of,  "Oh  no, 

t  cannot  happen  to  you.   Hot  you  Lord." 
But  Jesus1  reply  is  a  reprimand.   It  is  said  in  the  way  of  telling  leter  off. 
Jesus  is  probably  using  it  in  the  same  context  as  when  He  spoke  to  iJatan  in 
the  wilderness,  when  He  was  tempted  by  3atan  there. 


-5- 

There  is  one  very  large  object  lesson  in  all  siksx  of  this  that  most  of  you. 
hav  probably  heard  several  times  before,  and  that  is  the  lesson  of  Jesus 
telling  publicly  of  His  impending  trial  and  death  for  the  first  time,   This 

very  important  I  believe.   But  the  object  lesson  I  believe  we  need  to  really 
look  at  is  the  lesson  of  Peter  and  just  where  he  stands  in  relation  to  Jesus 
Christ. 

Peter  was  a  very  outspoken  nan.   He  was  generally  the  first  to  make  a  comment 
or  to  perceive  what  Jesus  was  tryinjr  to  point  out.   In  this  section  of  Scrip- 
ture he  once  again  proves  equal  to  the  occasion.   Here  he  is  as  the  one  who 
spots  perfectly  who  Jesus  really  is.   Cithout  much  hesitation  he  Islurts  out, 
"Thou  art  the  Christ."   Thus  he  affirms  for  all  of  the  rest,  that  here  is  he 
promised  one,  "the  Messiah,"  or  more  particularly  "the  Anointed  One,"  which 
is  what  Christ  really  means.   But  in  any  event,  here  is  the  promised  one  of 
■Cod  who  is  going  to  be  the  heir  to  the  tbrone  of  David.   Thus,  the  disciples 
ar  now  set  to  see  this  Messiah  go  into  action  and  zap  the  enemies  of  the 
Jews. 

But  then  He  begins  to  tell  them  that  He  is  not  going  to  do  all  of  this,  but 
instead  ±s  He  is  going  to  be  rejected  by  the  jesxi  rulers  of  the  Jews,  and 
He  is  going  to  be  taken  to  the  powers  that  be  and  is  going  to  be  put  to  death. 
How  disheartening  for  these  men.   On  one  hand  He  is  the  long  awaited  and  long 
prophecied  one  of  God,  and  yet  He  is  going  to  be  just  as  human  as  any  one 
else  and  is  going  to  die.   Co  we  cannot  really  find  too  much  fault  with  peter 
when  he  cannot  completely  accept  this.   But  when  we  examine  this  closely  we 
can  see  the  forces  at  work  in  xsisiis  the  disciple's  lives,  and  in  particular 
the  life  of  I eter. 

Peter  has  been  given  the  inspiration  of  God  to  be  able  to  identify  the  Messiah. 
But  he  is  still  human  and  Catan  gives  him  the  doubts  and  mistrust  to  not  com- 
p:  iely  trust  in  God  that  what  is  going  to  happen  to  Jesus  is  according  to 
God's  plan,  and  will  work  out  fesDcfcksxg  for  the  benefit  and  good  of  all  amxara:  hxx 

mankind. 


Now  in  all  of  this,  again  we  can  see  a  reflection  of  ourselves.   Peter  had 
ace   tea  ifes  Jesus  as  God's  anointed,  and  then  when  he  finds  out  what  is 

ag  to  happen  to  Hi  ,  '   cannot  accept  this,  and  he  turns  from  Him.   We  do 
this.   .;e  have  had  all  of  the  intervening  years  of  the  Christian  church  to 
show  us  the  history  of  the  Suffering  Saviour.   «fe  accept  this  and  we  go  through 
the  observance  of  this  each  year.   And  yet,  in  our  inner  thoughts  and  our 
outward  actions  we  prefer  a  discipleship  that  leaves  the  cross  out  of  it. 
KSHEiExaskx±HExantix!±s!HHHi  Multitudes  of  people  ask  for  and  demand  a  religion 
that  is  moderate,  and  what  they  refer  to  as  sensible.   Anything  that  calls 
for  a  discipleship  that  means  the  complete  involvement  of  self  is  thought  of 
as  being  extreme.   Any  Church  or  congregation  that  seeks  to  reach  out  to  the 
lost  and  the  unsaved  is  thought  of  as  being  extreme  or  fanatical. 
xWkHHskKi^xHHkxaiixESEH^KSxa:S:iHHXxaK±xi!EE|!iExxK2Sxa:±ksxkkisxx 
In  the  remaining  verse  of  this  Scripture,  Jesus  countes  the  cost  of  true 
di   ipleship,  and  this  involves  the  taking  up  of  ones  cross  and  following 
So  you  see  it  does  involve  a  cross  for  each  of  us. 

•iiaps  not  in  the  sense  nor  the  same  way  as  it  meant  in  Jesus'  life,  but  it 
means  a  crucifixion  of  self.  It  neans  to  live  for.God,  and  to  have  God  live 
in  us. 

Jesus  calls  I eter  jatan  and  this  is  significant  when  we  realize  that  Jesus 
then  accuses  Peter  of  looking  after/the  things  of  men  and  not  of  God.   This  is 
the  temptation  we  all  face  at  many  points  of  our  lives.   There  are  many  well 
mwaning  friends  who  will  give  us  advice  that  seems  so  right  and  pure,  but  ifl 
we  analyze  it  in  the  light  of  what  God  wants  from  us,  we  realize  that  it  is 

from  the  devil,  Satan. 

we  were  talking  about  our  conscience 
This  past  Sunday  in  the  Confirmation  class  HHKXHfxxkKxysraxxpEHgiKxaxkBi 

and  how  God  speaks  to  us  in  our  lives.   I  mentioned  that  God  nor  our  con- 
3   mce  never  tells  us  to  do  bad  or  evil  things.   The  voices  that  we  hear  Cell- 
ing us  to  do  bad  things  is  from  Satan.   One  of  the  young  people  asked  the 
question  how  we  can  know  what  is  the  voice  of  God  and  what  is  our  own  minds 


telling  us  to  do  something. 

rtu   is  difficult  to  answer.   But  if  we  strive  to  sort  out  what  God  would 
really  have  us  do  in  a  given  situation,  we  are  more  likely  to  listen  to 
what  God  wants  of  us,  than  we  are  to  listen  to  our  own  motives  and  desires. 
But  in  all  of  this  we  see  that  once  again  the  lives  of  the  people  who  sur- 
rounded Jesus  were  made  up  of  the  same  stuff  as  we.   But  we  can  also  see 

that  true  discipleship  means  more  than  just  a  verbal  assent  to  Jesus  Christ, 
It  means  or  should  mean  in  our  lives,  the  surrendering  of  ourselves  completely 
to  Him,   It  should  mean  that  we  take  up  our  cross  and  follow  Him  daily. 

.ial  of  this  is  to  fall  prey  to  Satan  and  his  forces  of  evil.  There  i  s 
no  easy,  sensible  religion.  No  in  between.  rfe  are  either  for  or  against  Him, 
as  He  pointed  out  to  Peter.  .'here  do  we  stand  this  year  as  we  strive  to  piece 
the  Passion  story  of  Jesus  together? 


> 

ST.    PAUL'S   UNITED  CHURCH   OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Third  Sunday   in  Lent  March  2,    1975 

Rev.   Ralph  C.    Link,   Pastor 
Mrs.   Eugene  Stephenson,   Organist 
Mr.    Ralph   Cooper,   Choir   Director 
Shari   McBride,   Greg  Bqsko   -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP      I  1 :00  A.M. 
Prelude  Music  "Consider  amp  Hear  Me"         Pflueger 

"Only  Believe"  Frisk 

Silent  Player 

♦Processional  Hymn  No.  31    "Father,    again    in  Jesus'    name" 

♦Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

•Exhortation 

♦Confession  (In  Unison)  "Have  mercy  upon  us,  0  Son,  accord- 
ing TO  THY  LOV I NG~K I NrNESS \     ACCORDING  TO  THE  MULTITUDE 
OP  THY  TEMPER  MERCIES  nLOT  OUT  OUR  TRANSGRESSION.   WASH 
US  THOROUGHLY  FROM  OUR  INIQUITIES,  ANn  CLEANSE  US  PROM 
OUR  SINS.   FOR  we  ACKNOWLEDGE  OUR  TRANSGRESSIONS,  AND 
OUR  SIN  IS  EVER  P.EFORE  US,   PURGE  US  AND  WE  SHALL  DE 
CLEAN?  WASH  US  AND  WE  SHALL  FIE  WHITER  THAN  SNOW,    CREATE 
IN  US  CLEAN  HEARTS,  0  GoD,  AND  RENEW  A  RIGHT  SPIRIT  WITHIN 

us.  Cast  us  not  away  from  thv  presence,  and  take  not  thy 
Holy  Spirit  from  us.  Amen.  " 
•Kyrie    (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
♦Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:   '0  Loho  open  our  lips. 

•People:   And  OUR  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  prMSe^ 
•Doxology   No.   551 
Scripture  Lesson:  2  Samuel  7:12-17  Mark:  9:3r-32 
Hymn  No.  IM   "Lord,  who  thp.ough.~out  -urSE  forty  days 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith  (Apostles'  Creed) 
♦Gloria  PatrI 
•Call  to  Prayer 

♦Pastor:  The  Lord  re  with  you. 
•People:  And  with  thy  spirit 
•Pastor:  Let  us  Pray 
♦Ppayer  an**  Prayer  Response 


I 


Offertopv : 


"Good   Frienp,    for  Jesus'    Sake 


Forfsear- 
Beethoven 


"*>  THE 


fl&A 


Baptism   of    Infants 

Anthem:  "He  Loved  Them  to   the   End"  Rogers 

Sermon:      "Piece  By  Piece,   —  GALILEE]" 
Prayer  and  Lord's   Prayer 
♦Hymn  of  Dedication  No.  286  "Who    is  on  the   Lord's  side?" 
•Benediction   and   Three  Fold   Amen 
Pqstlude:  "March  Pontificale"  Stickles 

---------  •Congregation   Standing  -  -  -  -  - 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  deen  placed  ciy 
Mrs.  Vincent  Angeloni  in  loving  memory  of  "Mother". 
Serving  as   Ushers  today   are:   •Allen  Botacchi, 

John  Redman,    Dan   Bosko,    Rodert  Knauer,    Charles    Penar. 
Vice   Pres.    Eugene  Stephenson  and   daughter  Paula  will 

represent  Council   at  the   door  today. 
Nursery  will  he   provided   today  dy:     Mrs.    Doris 

Zavacky   and   Nancy   Link, 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was   I91*;  wEo.    git-. 
TONIGHT:    S:30-7:00  -   YOUTH   CHOIR  PRACTICE 
TONIGHT:   7:00  -  THE  YOUTH  GROUPS     'ILL  MEET 
MONDAY:    7:30  -   WOMEN'S  MARY    PRUGH   CIRCLE   WILL  MEET. 
Mrs.   Olive  Miller  will  show  slides  from  the  Holy 
Lands.      Everyone  who    is    interested   is    invited. 
-MONDAY:   6:30  P.M.    -  Basketdall  -  St.   Paul's  vs. St. Marks 
-WEDNESDAY:    7:30  -   LENTEN   SERVICE 

-WEDNESrAY:   8:30-    Immediately   following   Lenten  Service 
the  council  will  meet. 
Please  have   all  material   in  for   the   Newslett'R  dy 

Wednesday. 
SATURDAY:   -    1:00  P.M.    -  St.    Paul's 
"■FRIDAY:   -   WORLD   DAY   OF   PRAYER  -    First  Mfthopist    Church 
at    1:30  P.M. 
Baptized   today:     Michael  Patrick   Finucan,    son   of 
Mr.   &  Mrs.   William  Finucan.      Lisa    Irene  Vargo, 

DAUGHTER  OF  Mr.  &  Mrs .  SteV E  VaSGO. 

Baptism  -  U:00  today. 

Hospitalized;      Mrs.    Tresa  Nicholas 

Please   set  orders    in  for  Lilies   as  soon   as   posbieile. 

Good    Friday   Breakfast    -   YMCA   -   6:DO  A.M.    -   See 

Kennetm  Weitzel  or  J.   W.   Harmon  for  tickets  - 

Speaker  will  pe  Richard    K.    Kennedy,    D. D. 
THERE   ARE   A   LOT  OF   EMPTY    PEWS   OF  WEDNESDAY    EVENINGS 

FEEL  FREE   TO   FILL  THEM  -  See  you  Wednesday, 

:~ 
/    h  ''■ .    ' 


_, 


"Humana  like  this, have  capac  shut:  out;  iuxiiub 
things  conflict  way  want  act  or  believe. 
Emotional  disorder  which  individ  withdraw  world  of 

'  ..igcips7not  this  categor,  hut  unwill  accept  contra 
b.t  or  believe 
not  only  no  understand,  but  afraid  as 
like  little  children, 
ever'C  child  should  ask  quest  ft  no  do? 
why,  he  say  afraid 
this  the  predica  discips 
If  only  knew  hoftf  Js  prob  yern,wisn  tell  them 
if  onlv  they  had  ■■: 
Prob  lona  4  old  closeness, inform  so  many  occasi 
ip  afraid  Bcause  said  suml  deliv  Him  hand  enem 
Isn't  2  diffi  2  pict  our  miada  sm  hand  men  cluoi.er 
rd  Js 'their  closest  friend  ft  leader 
^ura  proh  with  dncast  eyes  Bcause  could  not  meet 

look  faces  fe  low  discips  strive  discern 
if  could  detect  look  traitor  there     „„,„„.,„„<, 
Oan  well  imagine  '****  impet  Pete  self-consoiou. 
wonder  in  and  if  betrayer  3  he 
call  fact  he  no  complete  trust  Lord  when  try 
walk  on  water   aunl   icause  lack  faith 
Perhaps  think  future  his  faith  let  go  a«&ifi 

iaLew  Js  look  in  harts  knew  what  think/desire 
hey  must  thot  He  could  see  sumthmg  they 
no  know  bout  selves 
How  bout  aimon  Zealot?  He  Blong  group  avowed 
task  eliminate  enemies  Jews.  or,   ... 

perliaps  he  could  B  respons  deliver  to  enemies 
■   0!  bout  Matt?   ./hen  tax  coll  greed  4  rtone;- 
:heat  poor  peop  many  times 

■  ,rd  co-plain  system  corrupt 
■  ■  visualize  scene  in  mind,  can  C  why  afraid  ask 
.  all  this  conjecture, too  little  said/written 
Only  thing  can  understand  is  discips  .,  peop  not 
understand  what  take  place  3=  smif  of 
But  when  we  realize  what  take  place  ft  even  with 
research  Tinterp  last  2H  yrs  it  diffi  2  -dersta, 
■  neop  2day  still  no  under  ft  afraid  2 
•  these  "Will  Hot"  understand         tvh  eve 
SaTy  "Will  Hot"  cause  there  those  wno  no  Blieve 
■it  proof  '■.  all  interps   turn  baka  on  8 
v0  story  Ba]       :airy  tale 

'  ;*  W*  3^erau^ndo  all  works,  ft  2  accept 
2  easy 


Jalilee! " 


:  Hark  9:32,  "But  the?  understood  not  that  say- 
I  ing  and  were  afraid  to  askr" 

lam.  7:12-17,  Hark  9:30-32 

■  •   ow  cum  Gal. /again  no  def  place  where 
Gal  mean  "iiing"  "Circle"    actually  area  sm  vil/twn 
Chorazin,  Capernaum, Cana,Nain,tfaza,  PI  Gannesaret 
C  from  this  Js  whereab  unknown 
Iron  most  all  Js  minis  in  borders  this  sm  region 
This  pt  minis  milestone  reached 
Js  now  threshhold  wat  4  Him  final  da; 
Left  JI  country  behind  where  relativ  safe 
How  turn  2ward  Jerus  fina]        life  take  place 
tell,  want  no1  laio  when 
uvel  incognito 
Must  felt  impera  share  last  few        ite  diseip 
"    explain  what  happen  2 
lew  when  enter  hostile  territ  Jeru  no  have  privs 
Wanted  teach  discips  what  want  them  2 

rant  crowds  which  prevent  privacy  ft  prevent 
speak  frankly  2  discips 

■J  s  felt  it  impera  get  message  across  these  men 
He  might  wel]  earth  in  body,  He  dssire 

somel ,  in  partio  these  nen/know  whys  wheret's  minis 
He  seem  want  convey  urgencjr  situa  ft  they  grasp  it 
2nd  time  Js.4tell  rut. /1 at  in  C  Phil 
But  1  Phrase  add  2  it  (read  7j1lO 
we  no  say  '1st  tell  "t,   it  aignir  this  pt 
;hare  secret  He  betrayed  by  sunrl 
Perhaps  let  Judas  know  aware  his  thots , feelings 
"    give   "   chance  chai 
Any  event, announce  not  understood  &  neither 
rest  of  it  understood 
(read  TS  32)  ^-i  ■ 

no  underst  Bcause  conflict  wat  Messiah  wud  B 
le  now  known  as  this  B  cause  Pete  call  Xp 
He  no  deny  this,  &  here  tell  He  die 
All  lives  herd  taught  wat  Mess,  do  &  Js  say  Jon. 
As  red  2  Sam  7,  3avidic  covenant  ft  royal  line 
royal  line  cum  1  braid  House  of  Lord 
But  these  discips  all  Jews  look  4-  King  o throw  eneii 
Phis  King  bild  actual  Temp  o        Lord 

0  conceive  Him  B  mere  mortal  ft  imposs  die 
1.1  Temp  in  harts  lives  peop 
■re  espec  only  think  terms  Jews  benefit  frora 
reign  I  rule  :         . 
Thus  can  0  why  no  understand 


Many  no  Blieve  cause  feel      2  far  gone        3/" 

Story  1  such  man  told  Sunday  School  Times 
(Illustration  this  man) 

H   3  was  lesson  LV   discips  of  Js 
'PEiev  no  need  unders  all  tak  place, 
B  qfraid  2  ask 
3  would  have  told  them  plain/siinple  terras, 
v-x  they  would  have  understood  in  a  new  way 

S„me  applies  2  us 
We  no  need  unders  all  G  done  4  us  thru  Son 
All  need  do  accept  as  free  gift  which  it  is 
&  then  strive  2  live  in  that  faith  from  then  on 

If  your  hart  troub  Bcause  U  no  unders  all 
or  Bcause  U  feel  U  no  good  enuf , 
just  stop  try  2  fathom  it  all  out  by  self 
aceent  Him  at  His  word  when  He  said, 

"RE    TIUT":JU:JX:;  ~X    IV.]    I  VJTT.T,  T!  "(■/   \1J  ,  ■)    C^J/OTH1" 

He  faitful  2  promises  &  He  unders  even  if  we  do  not 


iece  By  Piece  —  Galilee!" 
Pext:  Mark  9:32  "But  they  understood  not  that  saying  and  were  afraid  to  ask" 
riptrure:  Mark  9:50-32,  2  Samuel  7:12-17 

Jesus  has  now  come  to  Galilee,  but  again  this  gives  us  no  definite  place 
where  He  was.   Galilee  hxxx  literally  meant  "ring"  or  "circle"  and  was 
literally  an  area  made  up  of  quite  a  few  little  villages  and  towns. 
Chorazin,  Capernaum,  Gana,  Hain,  TIazareth,  the  plain  of  Gennesaret  and  others. 
,/e  can  see  from  this  that  Jesus  whereabouts  is  still  not  definite.   It  is 
rather  ironic  that  almost  all  of  the  ministry  of  Jesus  lay  within  the  borders 
of  this  small  region.   But  it  is  at  this  point  in  His  ministry  that  a  mile- 
stone has  been  reached.   Jesus  now  stands  on  the  threshold  of  what  will  be 
for  I   ,   is  final  days,   lie  has  left  behind  the  nirth  country  where  lie 

was  realtively  safe,  and  has  now  turned  to  go  toward  Jerusalem  where  the 

phases 
final"  xek?ix  of  lis  life's  drama  will  take  place. 

The  Scripture  tells  us  that  He  did  not  want  anyone  to  know  where  He  was. 

_.us  we  see  that  He  felt  it  was  imperative  that  He  share  these  last  fews 

moments  with  His  disciples  and  explain  to  them  again  what  was  going  to  hap 

to  Him.   He  knew  that  once  He  was  entered  into  the  more  hostile  territory 

in  and  around  Jerusalem,  that  He  would  not  really  have  the  privacy  to  teach 

His  disciples  what  He  wanted  them  to  know.   He  did  not  want  the  crowds 

around  Him  to  kss  prevent  His  speaking  openly  and  frankly  to  the  disciples. 

We  can  see  from  all  of  this  that  Jesus  must  have  felt  it  was  imperative 

to  get  this  message  accross  to  these  men.   His  feeling  might  well  have  been 

that  before  He  left  this  earth  in  the  body,  He  desired  for  someone,  and  in 

particular  these  men,  to  know  all  of  the  whys  and  wherefores  of  ills  ministry. 

He  seemed  to  be  seeking  to  convey  to  them  the  urgency  of  the  situation  and 

that  they  try  to  grasp  what  it  really  meant. 

Ls  is  the  second  time  that  Jesus  is  KHKxa^xHg  fortelling  His  future.   he 

^rst  mention  of  It  was  made  at  Caesarea  Philippi.   But  one  phrase  is  added 

to  this  second  telling.     --ad,  (vs  31b),  "The  Son  of  man  is  delivered  into 

the  hands  of  men."   He  did  not  say  this  in  the  first  telling,  and  it  is  sig- 
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nificant  at  this  point.   Jesus  is  sharing  the  secret  that  He  will  be  betrayed 
i   someone.  Perhaps  He  was  letting  Judas  know  that  He  was  aware  of  Judas 

oughts  and  feelings.       erhaps  He  was  trying  to  give  Judas  a  chance 
to  change.   But  in  any  event,  this  portion  of  His  announcement  was  not  under- 
stood, .just  as  all  of  the  rest  of  it  was  uncomprehended  by  them.   We  read, 
vs  52,  "But  they  understood  not  that  saying,  and  were  afraid  to  ask  Him." 
Probably  they- did  not  understand  all  o*  it  because  it  confuted  with  what 
Relieved  and  thought  the  Messiah  would  be.   fhey  now  knew  Him  to  be  this 
A  promised  one  because  of  what  had  happened  at  Gaesarea  Philippi  with  Peter's 
confession.   Peter  had  called  Him  the  Christ,  and  Jesus  did  not  deny  it. 
30  now  here  was  the  Messiah  telling  that  He  was  going  to  be  put  to  death. 
All  og  their  lives  they  had  heard  and  been  taught  what  the  Messiah  would  do, 
and  what  Jesus  was  saying  was  contrary  to  their  knowledge. 

re  read  in  the  book  of  2  Samuel  how  Nathan  was  sent  from  God  to  David, 
a  "  ,e  fold  Bavid  that  from  him  shall  continue  the  royal  line.   And  from  thxs 

-al  line  would  come  one  wbo  would  build  the  House  of  the  Lord.   But  these 
disciples  as  well  as  all  the  Jews,  were  looking  for  this  king  to  come  and ^to 

,..    -, -,      -w^aia   +-no  ip-v -1  p   orvthe  House  of  the 
overthrow  their  enemies,  and  literally  build  the  Temple,  or 

•  «  „-r      tii  as  fomins  as  a  mere  mortal,   stay  It 
Loi     hey  could  not  conceive  of  Him  a,  commb  at. 

was  impossible  for  them  to  thin,  of  Hi,  being  put  to  death.   And  the 
not  thinking  of  Him  building  ax  the  House  of  the  Lord  in  the  hearts  and  lives 
of  people.   and  more  especially,  they  were  only  tU       in  terms  of  Jews 
only  ones  who  would  benefit  from  the  reign  and  rule  of  this 
■3iah.   Thus  we  can  see  why  they  did  not  understand  what   e  was  saying. 
ortion  of  their  not  understanding  was  that  they  did  not  want  to  understand. 
Humans  are  like  this,  and  have  the  capacity  to  shut  out  from  their  minds  and 
lives  the  things  that  conflict  with  the  way  they  want  to  act  or  believe. 
]   fact  there  is  a  type  of  emotional  disorder  in  which  the  individual  with- 

awa  tom  thecworld  of  reality  and  lives  in  a  world  of  unreality. 
Tne  discioles  were  not  in  this  category,  but  they  were  unwilling  to  accept 


that  which  was  contrary  to  what  they  had  been  taught  and  led  to  believe. 

we  read  that  they  not  only  did  not  understand  what  lie  was  saying,  but 
they  were  afraid  to  ask  ^inu 

In  all  of  this  we  can  see  the  disciples  are  acting  much  like  little  children. 
Have  you  ever  cone  across  a  little  child  who  should  have  asked  a  question 
and  did  not?   And  when  quest  oned  as  to  why  he  neglected  to  do  so,  the  answer 
was,  "I  was  afraid  to  ask?"   This  seemed  to  be  the  predicament  of  the  disciples. 
But  if  ogly  they  had  known  how  much  Jesus  probably  was  yearning  and  wishing 
that  they  would  ask  for  an  explanation  of  what  was  going  to  take  place, 
probably  longed  for  that  old  informal  closeness  they  felt  on  so  many  occasions 
when  they  shared  everything  on  £he  same  level. 

But  perhaps  they  were  afraid  to  ask  because  of  the  fact  that  He  had  said 
someone  would  deliver  Him  into  the  hands  of  His  enemies.   £kBXSXXXEX*BBX«a? 
fe^sKsxx^xiixs±xttisx*kxXxxaHi:xtsaxi±*iiKX£KxthaxKa3txH£xKXBiaHHSiHHxtHx 

1     Toraxifcxaxixsfflfcic  It  isn't  too  difficult  to  picutre  in  our  minds  this 
small  band  of  men  clustered  around  Jesus,  their  closest  friend  and  their  leader, 
and  some  with  downcast  eyes  because  they  could  not  meet  his  gaze,   ethers 
looking  around  into  the  faces  of  their  fellow  disciples  and  striving  to 
discern  if  they  could  detect  the  look  of  a  traitor  there „   We  can  well  imagine 
etuoas  Peter  self-donsciously  kicking  at  the  sand  and  wonderin  in  his  mind 
if  the  betrayer  would  be  he.   SksxxaiixkxsK  He  would  be  recalling  the  fact 
that  he  had  not  completely  trusted  His  Lord  when  he  started  to  walk  on  the 
water  to  meet  Him,  and  because  of  his  lack  of  complete  faith  he  had  sunk  be- 
neath the  water.  Perhaps  he  was  thinking  that  sometime  in  the  near  future 
his  faith  would  let  go  again,  and  he  would  betray  Jesus.   They  all  knew  that 
Jesus  was  able  to  look  into  their  feearts  and  know  their  inward  desires  and 
feelings,  and  they  must  have  been  thinking  that  He  saw  something  within  them, 
it  they  were  unaware  of.   How  about  Simon  the  Zealot?   He  belonged  to  a 
■  1P  that  has  as  its  avowed  task  to  eliminate  the  enemies  of  the  Jews.   Hust 
perhaps  in  the  scheme  of  things  he  would  be  responsible  for  delivering  Jesus 
over  to  the  Homans.   Or  how  about  Matthew?   When  he  was  a  tax  collector 


his  greed  for  fckxx  money  must  have  led  him  many  times  to  overcharge  one  of 
■<  >  poor  people  who  could  not  afford  to  complain  because  of  the  corruptness 
of  the  system.   And  so  if  we  visualize  this  scene  in  our  minds  it  is  not 
too  difficult  to  understand  why  they'-'Htrifcarafc  "were  afraid  to  ask." 
But  as  in  all  of  these  instances  involving  the  latter  days  of  Jesus,  too 
little  is  said  and  much  is  left  to  conjecture.   The  only  thing  we  can  really 
understand  is  that  the  disciples  and  all  of  the  people  did  not  understand 
what  was  taking  place,  and  the  significance  of  it  all. 

But  when  we  realize  that  we  do  know  what  was  taking  place  and  that  even  with 
the  amount  of  research  and  interpretation  that  has  gone  into  all  of  this 
in  the  last  almost  2000  years,  it  is  difficult  to  understand  that  there  are 
many  people  today  who  still  will  not  understand  and  are  afraid  to  ask.  I 
said"v/ill  not"  simply  because  there  are  those  who  just  will  not  believe. 
They  have  the  written  proof,  and  they  have  all  of  the  interpretations  given 

them  and  they  turn  their  backs  on  the  Lord.   I-eople  have  said  to  me,  they 
cannot  believe  the  story  of  salvation  because  it  sounds  too  much  like  a  fairy 
tale.  Cr  they  will  not  believe  because  they  cannot  actually  see  God. 
they  will  not  believe  because  they  feel  they  must  do  all  sorts  of  work  in 
order  to  earn  it,  or  because  they  are  too  far  gone.   The  story  of  one  such 
man  was  tola  in  the  Sunday  School  Times,   (Illustration  of  this  man,  and 
■Jesus  saying  "I  rflLL.") 

Here  was  the  lesson  for  the  disciples  of  Jesus.   They  did  not  need  to  under- 
stand all  of  what  was  taking  place ,  and  they  need  not  have  been  afraid  to 
ask.   Jesus  would  have  explained  it  to  them  in  plain  and  simple  terms,  and 
they  would  have  understood  in  a  new  way. 

The  same  applies  to  us.   rfe  need  not  understand  all  that  God  has  done  for  us 
through  His  oon.  All  we  need  to  do  is  accept  it  as  the  free  gift  that  it  is, 

i  then  strive  to  live  xz  in  that  faith  from  then  on.   If  your  heart  is 
troubled  because  you  do  not  understand  it  all,  or  because  you  think  you  have 
not  worked  enough,  or  you  feel  you  are  not  good  enough;  just  stop  trying  to 
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fathom  it  all  out  by  yourself.   Just  accept  Him  at  His  word  when  He  said, 
"J   that  cometh  to  me  I  will  in  no  wise  cast  out."  He   is  faithful  to  His 
promises  and  He  understands,  even  if  we  do  not. 


ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
'^..nesdav  Evening   Lenten  Service         March^T'975 
Rev.    Ralph  C,    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Eugene  Stephenson,    Organist 
Mr.   Ralph  Cooper,    Choir   Director 
Shari    McBride,    Greg   Bosko   -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  7:30  P.M. 
Prelude  Music:  "Peace  of   Evening"  Foerster 

"Chorale"  Kjerulf 

Si  lent  Med itation 
'Process  ional  Hymn  No.    h~J~[   "Work,    for  the  night    is 

com  1 ng" 
"Invocation  —  Choral  Amen 

Scripture  Lesion:  Mark  9:   33"^' 

"Gloria   Patri 

•Evening  Prayers   and  Choral  Response 
Offer i ng 

Offertory  "Tell  Me  the  Old,    Old   Story"Thompson 

Hymn   No.    k&O  "I    heard   the   voice  of  Jesus   say" 

Sermon:      "Piece  By  Piece  —  Capernaum!" 
Sermon  Prayer 
*Hymn  No.   §?  "Softly   now  the   light  of  day 

Beneoi ction 

Postlude  "Recessional"  Schuler 

--------   "Congregation  Standing   ------- 

ers   tonight   are".      "Chuck  Penar,    Robert  Knauer, 
John  Redman  and  Dan  Bosko. 
Fri.    -  WORLD  DAY  OF  PRAYER  -   First  Methodist   Church 

at    I :30  P.M. 
Sat.   -    1:00P.M.    St,    Paul's  vs.   Meridian    in  Basketball. 

Hospitali zeo:     Mrs.    Jane  Andrews  ~k\ 9  and  Mrs.    Tresa 
Nicholas . 

If    you   know  of  anyone   looking  for   a  Church  Home  - 
New  members  will   be   received  on  Palm   Sunday.      Please   place 
a  slip  of  paper    in  the  offering   plate  or   give   to  Rev. 
Link   as   you   leave. 


proa  expect  n  instruct  keep  others  2/1 

from  doing  likewise. 

■:  iLell  them  (VS  39)":''orbia  him  not  etc 

tell  no1  can  minis  iliu  naVc- 
10  it  ira  oss  2  work  ' 
done  namr:       ,  io  evil  or 
b  work  dim  '         ■  .    i  ronorly  3  bio.- 

_._; _^; 

lere  no  mbetween/caanot  B  fence  straddlers  4  J  J 
Either  accept  ,V3  y±n   work  in  ua, 

ad  4- 
ot  3  -'I-  1  day  &  against  next 

follower  2day  &.  enemy  tomorrow 
■  /Oil   situation 
Kews  must  struck  diccips  complete  unexpect  way. 
But  this  scrip  as  all  other  aeem  like  men  of  anciet 
history  2  us  most  of  time. 
let  the;;  like  us   we  like  them 
Can  C  selves  mirrored  individ  or  collectiv 
Put  this  scrip  our  context  ".-,  :our  day  we  say, 
''I  cannot  understand  how  such  <"-,  such  church  does 
what  it  does," 

re  preach  l/ord  b  tter  than  nother 
group   have  rt  track  on  relig 

L'se  may  3  true  other  churches  look  a;; 
condemn  us  ft  no  B  as  Xpian  as  them 
But  D  C  this  is  always  danger  "-.  espec  in  relig 
Clllust.  nagic  ring) 

J3  proven  by  life/by  living 
This  true  criteria  4  us  or  any  other  church 
It  not  we  do  cert  things  exact  same  way, 
Import  thing  that  minis  in  name  Js  Xp  &  B  follov 
of  Kim 

:rve  as  diff  denoms,  but  only  if 
we  willing  serv/exist  complete  name  &   for  sake  Js  Xp 
BetSfccftii: 

Js  close  scrip  sum  words  reward 
aav.  ffiE        .  _2l 

we  0  our  sernee  ".-.   acceptance  of  Him  no  vain 
Must  note  we  no  ask  do  earth  shatter  things  or  spectc 
cular  things 
:s   merely  ask  extend  hand  of  luv  in  simp  ord  coram 
things  of  life 

ling  mor  comm  than  hand  water  2-1  who  thirsty 
iesionary  "■.   African        children) 
bless  by  G/all  other  servici? 
c   ant  also  Se  neceas,  lown 

uat  outward  giv  of  selves  in  little  things  that 
iity  2  others. 
■  t-get  it  howe  liv  outside,  of  ch  alway  on 
display  i':  peop  judge  by  this/this  show  accept  reject 


Caper:: 


:   ,  "  'or  he  .that  is  not  ap;giTint  lis  is 
_Tor  iirT" 
Scripture:       * 

Can  I  way  2  Jeru. 

Tfl   piece  Lent  puzz  not  -rn>gir¥  irreg  in  shape 
fits         .   neatly  in  Gosp  narra 
It  Cap  Js  adopt  hometown  aft  Bap  by  Jn 
recall  iie  no  accept  in  Ilaz  so  move  Cap  with  fan 
Urob  stay  house  i  ete  who  liv  Cap/alfcbo  from  Bet! 
At  Cap  Js  select  fishermen  1-  dieeips/make  fisher  men 
rech  main!        ,  of  Gal  near  Cap  dur  minis 
Also  quite  bit  at  B«thsaida  nearby 
Js  at  home  in  Cap  &   like  homecom  4-  hi:.i 
Can  well  imag  feels  if  can  look  thru  our  eyes 
U  ever  liv  diff  place  D  --now  how  anticip  go 
back  4  visit 
;/ork  this  way  4  us  go  back  adopted  homes  other 
"eel  exhil  when  destin  nears 
,o  Js  perhaps  look  4ward  this  visit/His  last 
Cap  mean  xM  "Village  of  Hahum"   Ho  know  who: 
ptophet  aaham  or  not 
But  even  ttao  Js  adopt  Cap/  He  condemn  with  other  oil 
Scrip  ih  rath  interest  wen  compar  other  scrip  this 

t  season 
Contain  3  sep  incids  cud  B  use  individ  sermons 

1 .  Jiscps  argue  who  i 

2.  import  Js  place  upon  childs  in  G's  kingdom 

3.  others  minis  Js  name/  this  1  we  use 

vs  33,   Jn  cum  Js  tell  man  cast  out  demon  Js  name 
'  j   tell  they  stop  man  Bcause  he  no  di 

much  bout  exorcism  past  few  mths  by  film  " 
Js  days,  exorcism  very  prevalent 
sural  possess  of  dem  that  pers  exorcised  cert  manne: 
name  mor  powerful  spirit  sot  ;-.  evil  dem  commanded 
in  name  that  spirit  cum  out 
Suj  posed  evil  dem  powerless  resist  3s  no  stand 

iwerful  name  &  so  cum  out/pers  curec 
■  t  take  place,  man  cast  dems  powerful  name  ■ 
But  since  not  orig  band  discips  Jn  others 
cease   desist 

tshell  at  them, 
her  an  follow  Js  all  over  countr; 

"im  heal/feed  peop/cast  dems/  minister 
!   in  j  neral  to  many  peop 

Only  natural  they  want  no1  imitate  Sim 
They  thlflk  Js  3  grateful  4  this 


"±iece  By  liece  —  Capernaum! " 
Text:  Mark  9:40,   "For  he  that  is  not  against  us  is  for  us." 
jC      pture:  l^ark  9:33-41 

Oapernaum  is  the  next  stop  on  the  route  of  Jesus  as  He  makes  His  way  to  Jeru- 
salem.  This  piece  of  the  Lenten  Puzzle  is  one  that  is  not  irregular  in  shape, 
and  it  fits  closely  and  evenly  into  the  Gospel  narratives.   It  was  Oapernaum 
that  Jesus  adopted  as  His  hometown  after  His  baptism  by  John.   We  recall  from 
a  visit  to  Haza^eth  that  Jesus  was  not  accepted  in  His  hornwtown,  so  He  moves 
with  His  family  to  Capernaum.   He  probably  stayed  at  the  home  of  Peter  who 
lived  in  Capernaum,  although  he  was  from  Bethsaida.   It  was  at  Capernaum  on 
the  shore  of  the  oea  of  Galilee  that  Jesus  select-   [is  fi»st  disciples  from 
among  the  fishermen  there.   felling  them  that  He  would  make  them  SiskHESKK 
fishers  of  men.   Jesus  preached  mainly  at  the  North  end  of  the  ^ea  of  Galilee 
!±nrxHgxHisx3ixKis4K3cxxaii  near  Capernaum  during  His  ministry  and  quite  a  bit 
at  nearby  Bethsaida.   Thus  we  can  see  from  all  of  this  that  Jesus  was  at 
h"   in  Capernaum,  and  it  was  more  like  a  homecoming  at  this  point  in  His 
life. 

;an  well  imagine  the  feelin        tst  have   .d  if  we  can  look  at  His  home- 
coming through  our  eyes  in  our  experiences.   If  you  have  ever  lived  in  a  differ- 
ent place  and  you  return  there  after  a  certain  absence,  it  becomes  a  warm 
thrilling  feeling  to  return  for  a  visit.   I  know  it  works  this  way  for  the 
Link  family  when  we  are  able  to  go  back  and  visit  the  many  places  in  which 
we  have  lived.   There  is  an  unexplained  feeling  of  exhilaration  when  the 
destination  is  neared.   Go  it  is  well  within  the  realm  of  possibility  that 
Jesus  was  loc      'orward  to  this  visit,  which  He  probably  knew  would  be 
His  last. 

siapHrnHHatx  The  name  Capernaum  means  '"/Illage  of  tiahum."   It  is  not  known  whether 
i  town  was  named  for  the  prophet  Naham  whose  book  is  a  part  of  the  Old  Testa- 
;,  but  in  any  event  it  was  named  for  a  man  aamed  Naham.   Jlnd  we  also  know 
that  even  though  Capernaum  was  the  adopted  hometown  of  Jesus,  it  received  His 
condemnation  along  with  those  other  cities  which  had  seen  His  mighty -■  works 
and  yet  had  not  repented. 


Our  Scripture  for  this  evening  is  rather  interesting  when  comparer!  with  some 

to 
o   "he  other  Scriptures  for  this  Lenten  season,   is  It  is  interesting  xh  the 

extent  that  it  contains  three  very  x&xaieK  unique  and  varied  incidents,  any 

one  of  which  is  a  sermon  in  itself.  Sat  This  block  of      ture  contains  the 

story  of  the  disciples  arguing  among  themselves  who  was  number  one  man.   Then 

we  read  of  the  importance  Jesus  placed  is  upon  children  as  a  part  of  Sod's 

;iom.   But  the  story  we  are  to  be  concerned  with  this  evening  has  to  do 

with  others  who  were  apparantl;?  ministering  in  Jesus  name. 

(Vs  J8),  John  comes  to  Jesus  and  he  explains  that  they  had  run  across  a  man 

who  was  casting  out  demons  in  Jesus  name.   John  then  tells  Jesus  that  they 

an  actual  chosen 
stopped  the  man  from  doing  thid,  because  he  was  not  x  disciple  of  Jesus. 

,/e  have  heard  much  about  exorcism  in  the  past  few  months  with  the  making  and 
showing  of  the  film,  "The  Sxorcist."   Iij  the  day     Jesus  exorcism  was  some- 
thing that  was  very  prevalent.   If  someone  was  declared  to  be  possessed  of  a 

n  that  person  was  exorcised  in  a  certain  manner.   .._  name  of  a  more  power- 
ful spirit  was  sought,  and  the  evil  demon  was:-:commanded  in  the  name  of  tthe 
more  powerful  spirit  to  come  out  of  that  person.   Supposedly  the  evil  demon 
was  powerless  to  resist,  and  could  not  stand  against  the  might  of  the  more 
powerful  name  and  so  the  person  would  be  cured. 

Now  what  had  taken  place  was  that  a  man  w-s  casting  out  a  demons  in  the  all 
powerful  name  of  Jesus.   But  since  he  was  not  of  the  original  band  of  disciples 
John  and  the  others  had  told  him  to  cease  and  desist. 

It  is  then  at  this  point  that  Jesus  pHisxaxEKaixstappsixiHxt  throws  a  real 
bombshell  at  them.   Here,  are  these  faithful  men  who  had  followed  Jesus  all 
over  the  countryside.   They  had  seen  Him  heal  people,  they  had  seen  Him  feed 
people  with  little  or  nothing,  and  in  general  they  had  been  eye-witnesses  of 
His  complete  ministry.   It  is  only  natural  that  when  they  asked  a  man  to  stap 

tating  Jesus,  they  believed  that  He  would  be  grateful.   They  probably 
expected  Him  to  thank  them  and  instruct  them  k  in  how  to  further  keep  others 
from  doing  likewise.   But  instead,  He  tells  them,  (vs  5es) ,  "  Sorbid  him  not; 


for  there  is  no  man  who  shall  do  a  miracle  in  My  name,  that  can  lightly  speak 

ev  '  of  me."    He  is  telling  them  that  there  is  hhhe  no  one  who  can  minister 

in  His  name  and  be  „ gainst  Him.   He  is  letting  them  know  that  it  is  impossible 

to  do  ika  a  work  for  God,  and  do  evil  at  the  same  time.   Work  done  in  the  name 

of  Christ  and  done  evilly  or  wrongly  will  come  to  nought.  But  work  done  in 

and  for  the  name  of  Christ  and  done  sincerely  and  properly  is  going  to  ^se 

blessed  by  God. 

He  tells  them  very  plainly  and  simply,  (vs  40),  "He  that  is  not  against  us 

is  for  us."   There  is  no  inbetween.   ;.v"e  cannot  be  fence  straddlers  for  Jesus 

Christ.   We  either  accept  Him  and  work  for  Him,  and  have  Him  work  in  our 

lives.   Or  we  reject  Him  and  all  He  stands  for.   We  cannot  be  for  Him  one  day 

and  against  Him  the  next.   We  cannot  be  His  follower  today,  and  His  enemy 

tomorrow.   It  ia  an  either  or   situation. 

This  news  must  have  struck  the  disciples  in  a  HxyxiliflqDaiKEKXXBxpKKiKBbc  completely 

ur  -pected  way.   But  ktesx4±KE±s±KsxaEE  the  thing  that  crops  up  each  and  ever  - 

e  that  we  read  a  portion  of  scripture  involving  the  disciples  of  Jesus,  is 
that  these  men  who  seem  like  so  much  ancient  history  to  us  most  of  the  tine, 
are  so  very  much  like  us.   Perhaps  we  can  individually  see  ourselves  mirrored 
in  one  of  their  lives.   But  more  likely  we  can  see  ourselves  mirrored  collect- 
ively in  them.   ..  utting  things  into  the  contest  of  today  and  making  ±x  an 
incident  happen  like  this  in  our  own  day  and  our  own  time  we  would  be  speaking 
of  Hxk&KX  other  churches  or  groups,   rfe  would  be  saying,  "I  cannot  understand 
how  such  and  such  a  church  does  the  things  it  does,"  or  we  think  that  we 
preach  or  teach  the  '..'ord  much  better  than  another  group  and  so  we  have  the 
inside  track.   Of  course  the  reverse  is  also  true,  and  that  is  other  churche  s 
probably  have  and  are,  looking  at  us,  and  condemning  us  for  not  being  as 
Christian  as  tksx  then.  But"  you  see  this  is  always  the  danger  and  especially 
i.   'rhe  rclm  of  religion. 

(Illustration  :nagic  ring  in  Hastern  fable) 

The  matter  was  to  be  prven  by  life.   By  living.   This  is  the  true  criteria 
for  us  or  for  any  other  church.   It  isn't  that  we  do  certain  J-  '     exactly 


the  same  way.  The  important  thing  is  that  minister  in  the  name  of  Jesus 

rist,  and  that  we  are  complete  fo1  lowers  of  Him.   ,'e  live  and  exist  and 

serve  as  different  sects  and  ^nominations,  but  only  if  we  are  willing  to 

exist  and  serve  completely  in  the  name  and  for  the  sake  of  Jesus  Christ. 

some 
(Vs  41$,  Jesus  closes  this  portion  of  Jcripture  with  tkm   words  of  reward. 

He  tells  his  disciples,  (read  vs  41),   Thus  we  see  that  our  acceptance  and 

service  of  Him  is  not  in  vain,  le   must  note  here  that  we  are  not  being 

■:1  to  do  spectacular  or  world  shattering  events.   We  are  merely  asked  to 

extend  the  hand  of  love  in  simple,  ordinary,  common  things  of  life.   A  perso 

can't  do  anything  more  common  than  extend  a  glass  of  water  to  one  who  is 

thirsty. 

(Illustration  of  missionary  &  African  primary  children). 

These  are  the  things  that  are  truly  blessed  by  G-6d.   All  of  the  other 

XKEioi  things  such  as  giving  our  money,  and  serving  Him  in  the  church  is 

'^solutely  necessary  as  well.   And  we  would  do  well  not  to  try  to  play  them 

all  down.   But  it  is  the  outward  giving  of  ourselves  in  little  things  that 

speak  of  our  Christianity  to  others.   We  are  constantly  on  display  when 

we  accppt  Christ  and  become  a  Christian.   .,;e  oust  never  forget  that  it  is 

how  we  live  outside  of  the  church  that  speaks  of  our  Christianity.   Actions 

speak  louder  than  words.   Let  us  remember  that  we  show  whether  we  are  for 

or  against  Jesus  Christ  by  the  way  we  show  it  in  actions  as  well  as  by  our 

service. 


. 


51.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Fourth  Sunday  in  Lent  March  9,  1975 

Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Eugene  Stephenson,  Organist 
Mr.  Ralph  Cooper,  Choir  Director 
Shahi  McBride,  Greg  Bosko  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  I  I  J 00  A,M. 
Prelude  Music:     "0  Divine  Redeemer"      Gounod 
"Cant  I  lena1'  Steehe 

Silent  Prayer 

"Processional  Hvmn  No,  lj-3  "When  morning  gilds  the  suites* 

•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Most  Merciful  Father,  whs  hast 
set  us  in  communities,  and  bound  ub  together  ay  common 
duties  and  sympathies,  we  lift  our  hearts  to  thee  and 
pray  with  one  accorf1  that  thou  woulost  send  thy  blessing 
upon  our  city  and  nation,  prospering  every  honest  man, 
sweeping  away  every  temptation  yd  evil,  nelivering  the 
weak  of-  our  people  from  intemperance  and  vice  of  every 

KINO,  KEEPING  men's  hands  with  larour  and  THEIR  MOUTHS 

with  bread,  and  spreading  through  every  home  thy  love 
and  knowledge,  that  we  may  praise  thee  evermore  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.   Amen." 
•Kyrie    (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
'Praise 

•Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lifs. 

•People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology  No.  55' 
Scripture:       Mark  10;  1-12 
Hymn  No.  ?39   "Abk  ye  what  great  thing  I  know" 
•Affirmation  of  our  Fajth   (Apostles'  Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
•Call  to  Prayer 

•Pastor!   The  Lord  re  with  you. 
•People;  And  with  thy  spirit 
•Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
•""IAYER  and  Prayer  Response 

FERING 

I 


I 


Offertory:      "Haw  Great   Thou  Art"  Hine 

Anthem:  "I    Have  Only  One   Life  to   Live"     Artman 

Sermon:  "Piece  By   Piece,    —  Juoea!" 

PfiAYtft   and   Lord's   Prayer 
•Hymn  of   Dedication  ISta.    287   "G°o   or  grace   and  God   of 

glory" 
•Benediction  and   Three   Fold  Amen 
Postlude:         "Solemn  Process  ton"  Blake 

-------  *Gongregation  Standing   -------- 

The   Lovely   Flowers   on   the   Altar   have   been   placed  nv 

Mrs.    Ellen  Bauer    in  memory  of    "Loved   Ones". 
Serving   as  Ushers   today    are!    *Wally   Feder,    John  Snow, 

Mont  MacKjnney,    James  Maloney,    Steve   vargo. 
Deacon  and  Mrs.    Donald  Kennedy  will   represent  Council 

at  the  door   tohay. 
Nursery  will  re   provided  tooaY  by:     Mrs.    John 

Stevenson  and  Laurel  Stauf^er. 
The  attendance   last  Sunday  was  2?5l   Wed*    -    105- 
(We   still  have   a  lot  of   empty  Pews   on  WEn.    evenings.) 

Iosp i tal rzED :      Mrs.    Tresa   Nicholas^    Mrs.    Jane   Andrews. 

Babv  Anthony   Shake lv. 
Wed.   -  J'-^O  -  Lenten   Sfrvice   "Jericho" 
Thurs,    -  Butler  Area   Council  of   Churches  meeting   here. 
Fru    -  6:3°  p-^-    ™  ARC  Work   Night  -  Supplies    needeo 

include:     Step   ladders  ^  &  6  ft,,    rol- ers,    brushes, 

orop  cloths,    newspapers,    c lean-up   equ i pment,    phillip 

SCREWDRIVERS.         We     WOULD    LIKE     TO     HAVE     A    GOOD     TURN-OUT. 

Next    Sunday   —   Baptism    of    Infants    —    If    you   would    like 
to   have   your   pafiy  baptized  at  this   time  contact  office, 

J.    W.   Harmon   and  Kenneth  Weitzel   have   tickets    for 
GOOD   FRIDAY   BREAKFAST   -   6:00  A.M.    -   YMCA. 

New  members  will  re  received   on   Palm  Sunhay  -    if  you 
know  of   anyone    interested    in  Joining  the   Church 
contact   the  Mtnister   or  put   as_ip   cf  paper    in  offer- 
ing   PLATE. 

Don't   forget   to   reserve  as  many    evenings   as   you  can 
to   hear   The   Rev.    William  I'cLeqd,    who  will  nE   preaching 
at  the  Calvary   Church   on   the  Diamond,    March    I T~23 
with   the    exception   of    saturday    evening.    the    service 
on  March   (9   (Wed. )  will  be   cancelled  so  that   you 
will  have  another   opportunity  to  hear   HIM. 

Holy   Communion  will  re   observed  Maundy    Thurs,    and   Good 
Friday    in  our   Church  -  no   Cqmm.    on  Easte'    ^uNDAYi 


In  other  word  woman  disposed  or  witnour  tier  consent/* 
but  man  only  divor  '       2  B 

■    Bcause  hardne 

,:    try  overcome  "but;!  easy  divor  ,: 
Intend  -i 

i  i;  own  par] 
Ld  sev  things  this  Gcrip 
1^  Le  debate  bout  divor  from  realm  is  It 

I  iV   realm  of  purp  of  G 
Next  He  r„ise  standard  women  from  B  mere  slaves  or 
property  "  B  disposed  of,  2  peop  of  G. 

gavt  2  world  &  nation  for  1st  time  new  cone  i] 
thajt  women  =  with  men 
ierhaps  call  Him  1st  women's  libber 
rrrMiat  Dorothy  layers ) 
Js  show  5'8  math-  no  =  ours, 
took  quest  of  I'hars  all  way  ba]         >oka  1  +  1-1 
ii1=2,  not  with  G  wnen  inv  iiv  marr 
He  show  a  pernancy  in  marr/iie  imply  left  unsaid 
marr  2  3  taken  seriously 

lv  unsed  those  oum  2  marr  shud  B  mature,  St  want 
marr  2  B  lasting  event 

pt  out  when  adult  infants  marry,         >oy 
looking  4  mother  sub  <U   girl  look  father  su»  &  thej 
marry  -  cra3h 
£his  wat  still  wrong  marr  2day        luvlv 
2  many  peop  look  upon  marr  as  bride  dress  white _ 
(Town  traipse  dwn  aisle  to  Lohn-jrin  wedd  march, 

jht  shin  white  armor  who  sweep  out  of  churcl 
bey  liv  happily  ever  after 
-•  4^et  it  mean  listen  ■•strains  alarm  clock  that 
sweep  hus  off  2  fact  or  office  or  p"    , 
inning  hoard  8=  wash  '  snen 

try  pt  this  out  these  few  short  vss 

»0  rape  yet  2day  Z-.   just  wat  He  say  divor < 
Joes  all  this  mean  divor  nevar  rt  proper* 
Cn  this  '        all  other  can  take  si,,,  . 
say  Js  strict  legalist  &  say 
0jf  a        ■  say  permissable  under  cert  cond 

"oom  both  arguments 
t  remeo  lie  pt  out  time  ,|jain,  insts  laaae  4  man 
_..]:  ■■•■■  for  intstitution. 

i  ,  ,,   bou  [less  sympa  4  peop  1  probs 
6 
by  any']  : 
Lnterp      wat  He  did,  I  C 
i     ie  on  individ  me 
xf    -  •  worn  well  in  Snmar/wom  have 

no  condemn  her  .*..-* 

"his  I  Blieve  we  need  assume  position  of  Js 
either. 


1 6-9 

:  1-12 

Js  still  Sward  -journ  &  again  on  famil  terri 
1/  -crip  state         rder  Jud 

3most  of  3  divisions  rtom  prov  of 
Jud  name  after  tribe  Judah  &  terri  which  liv 

1 1  area  55  x  55  mi 
b,  i«  ort  Js  life,  bom/bap/tempt/betray/tried/ 
cruci/resurrect/rauch  minis  there 
Jud  play  very  import  role  Js  life 
2day  shall  C  nother  import  phas  Js  minis  look 
;et  along) 
"irri 
2day  look  contro  subj  '■■.  that  divorce 

song  say        trri  can  -t  hav  1  without  othe 
oo  with  marri  ?>■  divorce,  cant  speak  1  without  other 
auths  thi3  pt  try  trap  Jo  in  act  agin  law 
■y  trip  up 
Phars  cum  2  bout  divorce  if  rt 

Js  play  cagey/cool,  aska  quest  of  them 
Thus  they  on  defen  Sc  up  2  thera  set  gr  work  4  argum 
si  what  Ho^es  3ay? 
Mose  their  ant       these  things  &  when  they 
Hoses  they  prob  hope  Js  repud  Moses 
-rob  hope  say  auatha  irod,  who  divorc 

;e  set  'i-  co  *   ■     ■',    lie    '/■'■■   Naza 
from  _^guj^34^i 
die  ad  thi.-  yersej—  , 

In  Jew  relig  S   3chool  thot/3hammai  strict/Mllel 

say  no  div  unless  adultery  liber 

1   "j  say  sven  if  burn  toast, 3poil  food,  or  dance 
In  street/speak  stra:i         eak  gainst  hua  rels 
-  nature  as  is,  liberal  prevail 
'  irial  reason  very  common 
,iat  Js  say  next  vss  (re-id  text)  say  defense  women 
Js  inter  hav  women  treat  as  peop  &  not  pee  proper 
discard  when  use  over 
it  marr  bak  in2  prop  perspeo 
.  meassage  Just  as  timely  2day  as  when  list 
iaw  cruel/in ju3t  rot  by  Mos  Law  &  Ph  said 
(111 

This  docu  took  skill  riabbi  draw  up, 
was  proved  by  3  liabs  &   then  lod \  rin 

(Jan  0  from  this  divor  realtiv  easy 

Cro  i  wording  divor  paper  make  sound  like  hus 
big  favor  by  release  from  marr 
Law  read,  "Woman  may  B  divor  with  or  without  her 
will,  but  a  man  onlv  with  his  will." 


This  not  ~d   sa:      some  loose  wisny  wastry  our  mxe£3/~ 
But  does  mean  we  nots  so  quik  judge  others 
&  we  Be one  4giving  in  our  attitudes 
at  I  try  2  say  is  simply  this: 
Marr  2  B  on  spiritual  level  or  Kia±H  plane ,  &  must  3 
liv  on  secular  plane  2 
But  when  sp  realm  marr  made  imposs  Bcause  unfaithful- 
ne,  _ 1  of  parties, 
when  brutality  makes  liv  with  another  pers  a  pt  of 
fear  4  life  &  limb, 

■  wen  happi  little  children  threatened  by  brute 
thru  alcohol/drugs , 
or  wen      cannot  B  liv  in  strength  &  beauty  it 
shud,  then  I  Blieve  divor  nee ess  thing 
This  no  mean  I  Blieve  marr  shud  be  dissolved  Bcause 
of  petty  squabbles  or  imagined  hufrts. 
But  I  C  Js  as  Bing  flexible  in  teach  2  want  very 

V\p  g4-     LL     cliid_dl?GYl 

said,  (WHAT  Jflffi^EffORE  GOT)  HATH  .TOT  "SJ 

LBT  NOTJSffi  PUT  ASUNDER)  '  =""~    | 

He  stating  that  man,  mean  both  man  Ss  woman,       '• 
better  think  seriously  about  dissolving  wat  G 
considers  2  B  very  sacred  I 

That  when  man  &  woman  take  pledge  of  promising, 
"Til  death  do  us  part," 

that  it  pledge  that  mean  just  that, 

rhen  this  relationship  2  B  dissolved, 
it  better  B  dun  Bcause  the  diff s  cannot  B  overcome 
He  say  marr  Spiritual  unity  &  sanctity  of  home  not    | 
2  B  tampered  with  '•.  taken  litely  by  man. 

,  I  ,..;K  10:6-9) 


"Piece-      i  ice  —  JLidea!" 

:  Mark  10:6-9,  "But  from  the  beginning  of  creation  God  made  them  male  and 
female.   Forthis  cause  shall  a  man  leave  his  father  and 
mother,  and  cleave  to  his  wife;  and  they  two  shall  he  one 
flesh;  so  then  they  are  no  more  two,  hut  one  flesh,   './hat, 
therefore,  God  hath  joined  together,  let  not  man  put  a- 
sunder." 

ocripture:  Hark  10:1-12 

Jesus  in  His  southward  journey  toward  Jerusalem  is  once  again  on  very  familiar 

soil.   Ii  our  Scripture  it  states  tl       is  in  XHsteac  the  borders  of  Judea. 

Now  Judea  was  the  southernmost  jeehxxkks  of  the  three  divisions  of  the  Roman 

province  of  Western  Palestine.   Judea  was  named  after  the  tribe  of  Judah  and 

was  the  territory  axxiirKxtrifea  in  which  the  tribe  of  Judah  lived.   It  was  a 

■v  small  area  about  55  miles  long  and  55  miles  wide.   Yet  it  played  a  very 

important  part  in  Jesus'  life.   He  was  horn  there,  He  was  baptized  there, 

He  faced  the  temptations  there,  had  a  goodly  portion  of  His  public  ministry 

there,  was  betrayed  there,  had  Ilia  trial  there,  faced  the  crucifixion  there, 

and  lastly  it  was  the  scene  of  His  resurrection.   Ihus  we  can  see  that  Judea 

red  a  very  important  role  in  the  life  of  Jesus. 

t2HgXSajeljLliLJ8^gX±HSXkg!iaj[Xiigg±KXM±fctexEXgKte^gBA 

And  we  shall  see  yet  anothe  ase  of  Jesus  ministry  there  as  we 

look  at  the  Scripture  for  today. 

(Illustration  of  husband  and  wife  not  getting  along  and  calling  the  minister  in) 

A  certain  couple  were  having  marital  difficulties  and  they  asked  their  minister 

to  call.   During  the  course  of  the  evening  he  remarked,  "Just  look  at  your  cat 

and  dog  lying  there  so  peacefully  side  by  side  before  the  fire.   They  are  not 

fighting  and  squabbling  even  though  they  do  not  see  eye  to  eye  on  everything. 

"Yeah,  I  guess  your  right  JtEXExmuk   preacher,"  said  the  husband,  "3ut  you  just 

try  tying  them  together  and  see  what  happens,"   This  is  an  apt  illustration  of 
love  and  marriage. 

this  morning  we  are  going  to  be  :h  a  subject  that  many  preachers 


want  to  shy  away  from  because  of  its  very  controversial  nature.   And  that  is 
the  subject  of  divorce.   Like  the  old  song  says,  "Love  and  Marriage,  you  can't 
have  one  without  the  other,"  so  it  is  with  marriageand  divorce.   You  cannot 
speak  about  one  today  without  speaking  of  the  other. 


-2- 

The  authorities  were  at  a  point  where  they  were  trying  to  trap  Jesus  in  some 
rant  act  srs  or  abuse  against  the  law  and  so  they  started  coming  to  Him 
at  this  piont  in       listry  trying  to  teip  Him  up.   In  our  Scripture  for 
this  morning  the  Phariseea  come  to  Hi      question  Him  about  divorce.   They 

Sim  if  it  is  legal  and  right.   But  Jesus  playing  it  rather  cagey  and  cool, 
puts  a  question  to  their  question.   Thus  He  puts  them  on  the  defensive  and 
it  is  up  to  them  to  set  the  groundwork  for  the  argument  they  seek.   Go  He  asks 
what       had  to  say  about  it,   Moses  was  their  authority  on  these  things  and 
when  they  quoted  Hoses,  they  were  probably  hoping  that  Jesus  would  repudiate 
what  Moses  had  said.   They  were  probably  hoping  that  He  would  also  say  some- 
thing that  could  be  construed  as  being  against  Herod,  for  Herod  had  divorced 
his  wife.   Thus  the  stage  is  set  for  a  confrontation  between  the  Pharisees  an  d 
the  Mosaic  law,  and  this  upstart  of  a  preacher  Jesus  of  Hazareth. 
The  answer  the  Pharisees  gave  Jesus  was  found  in  Deuteronomy  24:1,  which  reads 

i  a  man  hath  taken  a  wife,  and  married  her,  and  it  come  to  pass  that  she 
.1  no  favor  in  his  eyes,  because  he  hath  found  some  uncleanness  in  her; 
then  let  him  write  her" a  bill  of  divorcement,  and  give  it  in  her  hand,  and 
send  her  out  of  his  house." 

in  the  Jewish  religion  there  was  two  schools  of  thought.      re  was  the 

school  that  followed  the  teachings  of  Rabbi  Shammai  and  they  were  very  strict 

in  the      ring  of  the  law.   And  there  was  the  school  of  Habbi  Hillel  which 

was  very  liberal  in  its  interpretations  of  the  law.   Shammai  said  that  this 

of  divorce 
matter  was  one  of  adultery  and  adultery  alone,   Hillel  said  that  if  a  wife 

spoiled  a  dish  of  food,  or  burned  the  toast  she  could  be  divorced.   If  she 
did  a  dance  in  the  street,  or  spoke  to  a  strange  man,  or  if  she  spoke  dis- 
respectfully of  her  h  sbands  relatives  and  so  on,  these  were  causes  for  di- 
vorce.  Thus  we  c      ■  that  because  human  nature  is  what  it  is,  the  more 
liberal  view  prevailed.   Divorce  for  very  trivial  reasons  had  become  very 

■  on. 
Jo  what  Jesus  said  in  the  following  verse  was  in  defense  of  the  women  of  Hid 
day.   Jesus  was  interested  in  having  women  be  treated  as  people,  and  not  as 
just  a  niece  of  property  to  be  used  and  discarded  when  the  use  was  over. 


L 
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is 
/anted  to  put  marriage  back  into  its  puoperp  perspective.   His  message  wax 

j   t  as  timely  today  as  it  was  when  He  first  spoke  it.   He  saw  the  cruelty 

and  injustice  that  was  wrought  by  the  Mosaic  law  as  quoted  by  the  xharisees. 

A  sample  of  how  divorce  was  attained  is  the  following:  Let  this  be  from  me  thy 
writ  of  divorce  and  letter  of  dismissal  and  deed  of  liberation,  that  thou 
•y  whatsoever  man  thou  wilt. 

In  later  days  it  became  more  elaborate  and  read:  On  the  _  _  day  of  the  week, 

of  the    month,  year  of  the  world,  according  to  the  calculation  in  use  in 

the  town  of    sfciuated  by  the  river  ,  I,    son  of  ,  and  by  whatsoever 

name  I  am  called  here,  present  this  da;r  native  of  the  town  of  _,  acting 

of  my  free  will,  and  without  any  coercion,  do  repudiate,  send  back,  and  put 

away  thee  ,  daughter  of  __,  so  that  thou  art  free  and  thou  canst  at  thy 

sure  marry  whom  thou  wilt  and  no  one  will  hinder  thee.   This  is  thy  letter 
od  divorce,  act  of  repudiation,  certificate  of  separation,  according  to  the 
law  of  Moses  and  of  Israel." 

This  document  took  a  skilled  Rabbi  to  draw  up,  and  it  was  proved  by  a  court  of 
three  liabbis  and  then  lodged  with  the  Sanhedrin.   Jo  we  can  see  from  this 
that  divorce  was  relatively  easy.   And  from  the  wording  of  the  divorce  paper 
it  makes  it  sound  like  the  husband  was       the  woman  a  big  favor  by  releasi  g 
her  from  the  marriage.   The  law  read  that  a  "Woman  may  be  divorced  with  or 

out  her  will,  but  a  man  only  with  his  will."   In  other  words  a  woman  could 
be  disposed  of  without  her  consent,  but  a  man  could  not  be  divorced  by  his 
wife  unless  he  wanted  to  be. 

Jesus  said  that  fexx  this  lav/  of  Moses  was  laid  down  because  of  the  hardness 
of  their  hearts.   He  was  pointing  out  that  Moses  tried  to  overcome  the  busi- 
ness of  easy  divorce  and  that  was  what  this  law  was  intended  for.   3ut  instead 
they  twisted  it  and  made  it  suit  their  o\\m  purposes. 

Jesus  did  several  things  in  this  passage  of  Ucripture.   First  He  moved  the 
whole  debjate  about  divorce  ±h±  from  the  realm  of  is  it  legal  or  lawful,  to 
the  higher  realm  of  the  purpose  of  God.   He  laid  a  deep  emphasis  on  the  per- 
manence XH±x±k  as  well  as  the  dignity  and  sanctity  of  marriage.   And  then  He 
raised  the  standard  of  women  from  being  mere  slaves  or  property  to  be  disposed 
of,  to  people  of  God.  He  gatoe  to  the  world  and  to  His  nation  for  the  first 
trme  a  new  conception  that  women  weres  persons  equal  with  i  en.    erhaps  we 
would  call  Him  the  first  women's  libber. 
(Illustration  of  Dorothy  L.  ..--yers,  pg  151  1975  Minister  Manual) 
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Jesus  showed  that  God's  arithmetic  does  not  equal  ours.   He  took  the  guetion 
c   the  Ihqrisees  all  the  way  back  to  Genesis  and  spoke  of  one  +  one  equaling 
one.   We  would  say  one  +  one  equals  two.   But  not  with  God  when  it  involves 
im>^iH?ix  one  +  one  uniting  in  marriage.   He  showed  that  in  this  there  was 
to  be  a  ermanancy.   But  He  was  implying  and  leaving  unsaid  that  marriage  was 
something  to  be  taken  seriously. 

He  was  leaving  unsaid  that  those  who  come  to  the  point  of  marriage  should 
be  mature,  and  want  to  make  marriage  a  lasting  event.   He  was  pointing  out 
that  when  adult  infants  marry,  meaning  a  boy  looking  for  a  mother  substitute 
and  a  girl  loo      'or  a  father  substitute  marry,  then  the  only  thing  that 
can  result  is  a  crash.   Dhis  is  what  is  still  wrong  '/it      'iage  tod 
Too  many  people  look  upon  it  as  a  bride  dressed  in  a  lovely  white  gown  traips- 
ing down  the  aisle  on  the  arm  of  her  father  to  the  strains  of  Lohengrins 
wddding  march  into  the  arms  of  a  handsome  knight  in  shingmg  armor  who  will 
p  her  out  of  that  church  into  a  castle  and  they  will  live  happily  ever 

;er.   They  forget  that  it  means  listening  to  the  strains  of  an  alarm  clock 
that  calls  the  husband  to  the  office  or  factory,  and  her  to  the  ironing  board 
and  washing  machine,   Jesus  was  sti      to  point  aal  of  this  out  in  these 
few  short  verses. 

But  one  controversy  that  has  arisen  and  rages  even  today  is  that  of  .just  what 
was  bout  divorce?   Joes  all  of  this  mean  that  divorce  is  never 

right  or  proper?   Well,  on  this  issue  as  on  all  others  we  can  take  sides. 

can  say  that  Jesus  was  a  strict  legalist  and  said  "No  divorce  under  any 
circumstances."   Or  we  can  say  He  said,  "It  is  permissable  in  certain  circum- 
stances."  And  there  is  grounds  for  both  arguments.   But  in  all  of  this 
must  remember  that  He  pointed  out  time  and  time  again,  that  institutions  were 
made  for  man,  and  not  man  for  the  institution.   te  must  always  remember  His 
1   .ndless  sympathy  for  people  and  their  problems.   I  believe  in  my  own  mind 
and  heart  in  the  complete  sanctity  of  marriage.   I  beleive  that  it  was  made 
to  be  unbroken  by  anyone  including  the  law.   But  as  I  interpret  Jesus  and 
what  He  did,  I  see  Him  as  judging  each  case  on  its  individual  merits. 
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If  we  take  the  example  of  the  woman  at  the  well  in  Samaria,  we  see  that  he 

talking  to  a  woman  who  had  six  husbands  and  He  did  not  condemn  her.   ^om 
I  believe  that  we  need  to  assume  the  position  of  Jesus  and  not  condemn 
people  either.   This  is  not  to  say  that  we  must  become  loose  and  wishypwashy 
in  our  beliefs.   But  it  does  mean  that  we  are  not  so  quick  to  judge  others, 
and  to  be  forgiving  in  our  attitudes.   ./hat  I  am  trying  to  say  is  simply  this; 
marriage  is  to  be  on  a  spiritual  level  or  plain,  as  well  as  on  the  secular 
realm.   '/hen  mxxxxhxs:  the  spiritual  ideal  of  marriage  is  made  impossible  be- 
cause of  the  unfaithfulness  of  one  of  the  parties,  when  brutality  makes  living 
with  another  person  a  point  of  fear  for  life  and  wimb.   Or  when  the  happiness 
of  little  children  is  threatened  by  a  fcEHX  man  become  a  brute  through  alcohol 
or  drugs.   Or  when  marriage  cannot  be  lived  in  the  strength  and  beauty  that 
it  should,  then  I  believe  that  divorce  is  a  necessary  thin  ;. 
Jhis  does  not  mean  that  I  feel  marriage  should  be  dissolved  because  of  petty 
1"'  tie  squabbles  or  imagined  hurts.   But  I  see  J      Jurist  as  b       exible 
in  His  teaching  tc    it  the  very  best  for  each  of  His  children. 
He  said,  "What , therefore ,   God  hath  joined  together,  let  not  man         Ler." 
He  was  stating  that  man,  meaning  men  and  women  both,  better  think  very  serious- 
ly about  dissolving  what  God  xarkss  xkax  considers  to  be  very  sacred.   That 
when  a  man  and  woman  take  the  pledge  of  promising  "till  death  do  us  part," 
tha     La  a  pledge  taken  aaxasxisHSix  to  mean  just  that.   And  when  this 
relationship  is  to  be  dissolved,  it  better  be  done  because  the  differences 
cannot  be  overcome.   He  is  also  saying  that  marriage  is  a  spiritual  una 
and  the  sancity  of  the  home  is  not  to  be  tampered  with  and  taken  lightly  b^ 
man .  xxxR&xxkKr-KXErEKxx&HaxkHtk 
(read  text,  Mark  10:6-9) 
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Welcome  visitors/how  many  1st ,2nd, 3, 4, 5* 


time  stand  still 


/ 


let  alone  minis  needs  euml  has  prob 

.orn  til  nite/fall  in  bed  exhaust  ;•,  if  ask 
it  most  worthy  thin.  ly,  kept  o 

jw  unlike  Js/  He  stbod  Btill" 

Hot  invite  2  lazi/idleness,  but  invite  tak  note 
eda  round  us  every  day 
NotK   thing  2  B  noted  Bartimaeus  saw,  recog  Js  4  wat 
:;/could  not  0  with  eyes,  but  cud  C  with  hart 
How  unlkie  so  many  other  folk 
They  want  grand  entr  in2  lives  by  auml  dressed  roya! 
it  grand  treatment  >,  not  content  simp  .:  : 
:h  needed  2  hav  Master  cum  in2  lives 
,"_ium1  1de  said,  ",i'e  must  ask  peop  2  thin  ,      .s  must 
not  RTgigntthgrn  ?_P.cone  _±h_ffil.3  Ji4  TSev  ape  Xpians." 
nity  Bgins  personal  reaction  2  Js  Xp 
It  not  intellect  understand  doctrines  of  church, 
or  G's  complete  plan  for  past/pres/fut  of  world. 
In  tead,  it  instinctive  feel  within  hart  that  here 
is  1  who  can  meet  my  needs. 
May  never  underst  Bult/Tillich/3runner  or  deep  theos 
.10  matter/what  matter  response  hart  2  cry  that 
comes  from  within  your  own  hart 
Last  thing  noted  by  Barti  cum  2  Js,  he  not  content 
just  2  B  Healed. 

i  ;ptcd  his  heal  but  then  f  ollowe'i' 
:tart  with  need/showed  thanks  4  fulfil  of  need 
with  loyalty  2  1  who  took  care  of  need 
But         still  pass  by  harts  lives  countless 
pec  Jtill  ■'.  calling" 

ua  2  throw  off  blind  our  lives  that  keep 
from  SEHtex:  see  what  Me  want  of  us. 

.  no  possess  phys  blind,  but  2  oft  possess  sp 
blif  ' simp  Bcause  we  unwill  2  just  place  selves  in2 
hand„  Js  Xp. 
Do  U  hear  calling?  In  think  this  2day  change  last 
hymn  \ 
Hymn  motivated  by  Holman  Hunt  paint  Lt  of  Jorid 
ierhaps  U  seen  it,  it  bi 
Shirle  -   aul's  I  think 

Js  with  crown  head  =  King 

white  robe  =  purity,  mantle  shoulder  =  priest 
stand  outside  door  rusty  hia    ,         8ds  brambs 

on  threshold 
lantern  in        :nif  He  cum  in  dark 

nok  on  door,  strange  no  handle 
<°  ir  only  ope  from  inside 
36  js   stand  outside  our  harts, only  way  in  4  us  2  ope 
this  pee  puzz  'I-  Lent  that  Jer,  that  tell  of  blind 
man  meet  Js  &  gives  us  exarap  2  follow. 


]  ice  roe  —  Jerif 

:'.-.',  then  he   heard  that  it  was  Jesu; 

i  izareth,   he  feegan  to   cry  out 

iay,  Jesus?  thou  Jon  of  David; 
have  neroy  upon  me." 
ocri  : :  - 

oericho/spk  11T  Jer/S=  there  diff 
;.5troy  U  know  if  read  Bib  rri;-         ek  Jos] 
Hebilt  same  site  later/;.  !'  Jar  1  mi  3  01  city 
About  15  mi  Jeru/iler.  Art  founder^'.Vinter  ^'s  4  him 
best  known  tax  coll  held  office  Jer 
J3  dine  his  very  eleg  hse/aniong  fine  city  »  best  I  ob] 
City  on  tf  edge  Jor  plain/just  outside  cit 
2ward  Jeru  thru  canyon  VJADI  jjiLT/explain  . 
thru  this  i/ADI  main  rd  2   Jeru 
This  canyon  resemb  Grand  Can, 
in  t:.       i  i  Js  face  tempts  aft  Bap 
it  now  jorney  thru  here  4  la 

3tory  in  Mark,  Js  on  way  Pass.  \  le  on  way  thru 
crowd  of  peop  as  well  as  discips 
2  reason,  lrg  crowds/1.  Babbi  teach  as  walk  &  Js  teac: 
2.  Hale  Jew  12,  liv  15  mi  Jeru  must  go  lass 
imposs  keep  law  &  many  no  can  go/line  st 

'  .;  as  go  by  \   Js  attract  lrg  audience 
20M  priests  Levites  attach  Temp/no  all  serv  sam  tine 
26  grps  in  rotation 
But  at  lass,  all  needed/many  liv  Jer,  but  not  g°  ?c 
Thus  line  sts  C  Js  miracle  worker 

:3  approach  H  gate,  blind  man  by  rd 
Bartimaeus  =  Son'  Timai,  Son  of  the  unclean/Had  lepe? 

f  listen  sounds  all  round/begs  preva  &  common 
.t  gather  noise  sum1  import/may  have 
^^ead^vsjg  T-!\T? 

iwHnTeS        crowd  maybe  didn't  like  this 
try  shut  him  up,  no  avail/more  shush,  more  he  cry  ou 
like  little  kid  spk  loud,  "Why  don't  U  want  me  say? 
YJ  43B  again  call  Js  S  of  David 
They  permit  tllm  2— cmn  2  Js  ■.;  Js  ask  '/J  j_1a 
■  Ivr   51b,  very  simp  Js  sav  Vs  52 
Helfe  laaT  heal  by  Js  in  Mark 
He  only  15  mi  appt  destiny/end  life  5;  minis, 
yet,  found  time  heal  another  blind  mi 
Can  C  sev  notev?  rth  things  scrip 

1st  Je  no  interest  numbers/nor  conern  where  wa3  &  2 
He  speak 
herd  voice  in  drowd/voice  ask  assist/He  stopped 
".Ho  stood  still"  how  wonderful  4  us  2  copy 
"-.  nft'en  caught  up  hus  bus  lives  no  hav 


"i'iece  By  Piece  —  Jericho!" 

Text:  Marl:  10:47,  "And  when  he  heard  that  it  was  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  he  began 
to  cry  out  and  say,  Jesus,  thou  Son  of  David;  have  mercy 
on  me." 

Scripture:  Mark  10:45-52 

When  we  speak  of  Jesus  being  at  Jericho,  we  are  talking  of  tfc      Testament 

Jericho.   There  is  a  difference.   Old  Testament  Jericho  was  destroyed  you 

will  recall,  if  you  have  been  tfeading  the  Bible  readings  for  this  week  in  the 

book  of  Joshua.   It  was  rebuilt  later  on  the  same  site ,  but  the  New  Testament 

Jericho  as  found  by  modern  archaeology  is  located  a  mile  or  so  South  of  the 

It  was  about  15  miles  from  Jerusalem. 
Uld  Testament  city,   /."-rod  the  Great  was  the  founder  of  the  NT  Jericho.   It 

was  his  winter  quarters  and  its  balmy  winter  climate  was  more  to  be  preferred 

than  the  dampness  of  the  winter  in  Jerusalem. 

Zacchaeus  the  best  known  of  the  tac  collectors,  held  an  office  at  Jericho, 

and  it  was  to  his  very  elegant  house  that  Jesus  went  to  dine  with  Zacchaeus. 

It  was  said  that  his  house  was  among  the  finest  In  the  city  and  equalled  the 

bf  t  of  the  city  of  Pompeii. 

The       as  located  on  the  Western  edge  of  the  Jordan  plain  and  just  outside 

est 
of  the  city  heading  bouth  toward  Jerusalem,  Jesus  would  have  entered  the 

great  canyon  of  iksx^a±±x^H±i  what  is  known  as  th      *QELT.   A  Wadi,  is  a 

dry  stream  or  creek  bed,  except  during  thecrainy  season.   Travelers  in  the 

Holy  land  are  warned  to  look  toward  the  mountains  when  traveling  in  or  near 

these  dry  stream  beds.   lor  if  a  sadden  storm  should  appear,  and  this  would 

be  evidenced  by  extremely  dark  and  black  clouds  coming  over  the  tops  of  the 

mountains,  within  a  matter  of  minutes,  a  dry  streambed  can  become  a  raging 

torrent  which  sweeps  everything  in  its  path  away.    It  was  through  this 

dry  s  reambed  that  the  main  road  traveled  to  Jerusalem. 

If  you  have  ever  seen  pictures  of  this  canyon,  it  resembles  our  Grand  Canyon 

in  the  ./est.   It  was  here  in  these  same  mountains  that  Jesus  had  faced  the 

t   ptations  shortly  after  His  baptism,  and  it  was  now  a  journey  through  these 

same  mountains  that  He  was  taking  for  the  last  time. 

As  we  look  at  our  story  as  found  in  this  section  of  Mark,  Jesus  is  on  *iis 

way.  to  the  Passover,   we  read  that  He  was  on  His  way  through  Jericho  and  there 
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was  a  great  crowd  of  people,  as  well  as  His  disciples.   There  are  several 
r   30ns  for  the  crowds.   The  first  being  that  it  was  common  for  a  Itabbi  to 

s, 

teach  and  instruct  his  pupils  as  he  walked.  Jesus  w      .  ,\bbi  in  the  sense 
that  people  thought  of  Him  as  a  great  teacher.   jo  it  was  common  that  as 

beaching  His  disciples  that  people  crowded  in  to  bo  a  part  of 
the  instruction  He  was  giving  as  He  passed  by. 

The  second  reason  for  the  large  crowds  here,  was  flue  to  the  fact  that  every 
male  Jew  over  the  age  of  12,  who  lived  within  15  miles  of  Jerusalem,  must 
attend  the  lassover.  Since  it  was  impossible  for  the  law  to  be  completely 
upheld,  ^KXKhHxsraxxinxaxs^HkxihEMtghxwhl&h  many  of  those  who  could  not  go, 
lined  the  street  to  see  the  pilgrims  pass  by  on  their  way  to  Jerusalem. 
someone  like  Jesus  would  attract  a  large  audience,  for  many  had  heard  of  Him 
and       3  could  supposedly  do. 
But  it      '      "  \ct  that  there  were  20,000  and  20,000  L'vites  who  were 

to  the  Temple,   naturally  they  could  not  all  serve  at  one  time  and 
isy  were  divided  into  2S  groups  which  served  in  rotation.   At  the  I  ass- 
over  they  were  all  neede      re  all  on  duty.  Many  of  them  lived  in  Jericho 
and  it  safe  to  assume  that  many  of  them  were  lining  the  street  that  day  when 
Jesus  came  through.  Most  of  them  had  not  started  to  go  to  Jerusalem  for  the 

_  ;sover  and  so  this  afforded  them  the  opportunity  to  see  this  so  called 
miracle  worker  first  hand. 

As  Jesus  and  His  disciples  approached  the  North  gate  into  the  town,  a  blind 
man  was  sitting  by  the  road.   His  name  was  Bartimaeus,  which  meant  son  of 
Timai,  or  Son  of  the  unclean.  Perhaps  his  father  was  a  leper  and  this  is 
the  derivation  of  his  name.   But  in  any  event  there  he  was  listening  to 
sounds  all  around  him.   He  was  not  an  unfamiliar  sight,  for  beggars  were 
prevalent  and  common  in  these  times.   They  say.  by  the  waysides  of  the  cities 
e  '  asked  for  handouts  so  they  could  get  by. 

He  must  have  gathered  from  the  noise  of  the  many  people  that  this  was  someone 
of  importance.   Perhaps  he  had  inquired  and  someone  had  said  it  was  Jesus  of 
Nazareth,  for  we  read  that  when  he  heard  that  it  was  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  he 
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began  to  cry  out.   But  be  did  not  identify  Jesus  as  most  people  would  bave 

Instead,  be  called  Him, "Jesus  you  Son  of  Javid."  How  tbis  was  giving 
to  Jesus  a  title  that  very  many  in  tbat  crowd  doubted  that  He  deserved. 
They  tried  to  shut  him  up ,  partly  because  they  were  unable  to  bear  what 
this  Jesus  was  saying  as  He      sd  along,  and  partly  because  he  was  making  a 
statement  with  which  they  did  not  igree.   But  the  more  they  tried  to  shush 
ftim,  the  louder  be  became.   He  was  probably  a  source  of  embarrassment  to 
them  much  like  a  small  child  who  says  something  he  should  not  say,  and  says 
it  very  loudly.   And  when  told  be  must  not  say  that,  in  an  effort  to  quiet 
him,  he  will  invariably  speak  .iust  as  loudly,  "Why  don't  you  want  me  to  say 
so  and  so?"   Bartimaeus  bad  made  a  declaration  and  when  the  people  tried  to 
shut  him  up  he  repeated,  "Thou  Jon  of  David;  have  mercy  on  me,"  vs  48b. 
■&xsj3WKtexn   So  rarther  than  create  an  ugly  scene,  they  permit  him  to  be  brought 
to  Jesus,  when  Jesus  stops  and  calls  lor  him.  So  be  comes  to  Jesus  and  is 
xK  asked  what  he  wants  bpt  Jesus,  and  he  replies  ly,  "Tbat  I  might 

receive  my  sight."   Nothing  more,  nothing  less.   Just  to  be  able  to  see. 
And  strangely  enough  there  is  no  nagic  formula  involved  here,  just  the  simple 
words,  "Go  thy  way;  thy  faith  hath  made  thee  whole." 

And  then  we  read  tbat  he  had  received  his  eyesight  right  away,  and  he  followed 
Jesus  as  Ee  went  down  the  road, 

The  significant  thing  about  this  portion  of  scripture  is  the  fact  that  here 
is  portrayed  in  the  book  of  Mark,  the  last  public  healing  made  by  Jesus.   He 
was  only  about  15  niles  from  His  Divine  appointment  with  destiny.   With  the 
end  of  His  life  and  ministry,  and  yet  He  found  time  to  heal  just  another  blind 
man. 

I  think  we  can  see  several  things  that  are  noteworthy  in  this  scripture. 
First  we  can  see  tbat  it  isn't  numbers  that  Jesus  was  interested  in.  II or 
v.        He  concerned  with  where  He  was  and  to  whom  He  was  speaking.   He  heard  a 
voice  in  the  crowd,  and  that  voice  clamored  for  assistance,  and  so  He  stopped. 
He  stood  still,  .'hat  a  wonderful  phrase  for  us  to  copy.   .'e  are  so  often 
cauA  -  up  in  the  hustle  and  bustle  of  our  everyday  lives,  tbat  we  do  not  bave 
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have  time  to  stand  still,  let  alone  minister  to  the  needs  oi.   someone  who  has 
a  roblem.   We  go  from  morning  until  night  and  fall  into  bed  exhausted  and 
if  asked  what  was  the  most  worthy  thing  done  today,  we  can  only  answer, 
"I  kept  on  the  go,"   How  unlike  Jesus.   He" stood  still."   Not  an  invitation 
to  idleness  or  laziness,  but  an  invitation  to  take  note  of  the  needs  that 
surround      of  us  every  day. 

Another  thing  to  be  noted  is  that  Battamaeus  saw  and  recognized  Jesus  for  what 
He  was.   He  could  not  see  with  his  eyes,  but  he  could  see  with  his  heart  and 
with  his  intellect.   How  unlike  so  many  other  folk.   They  want  some  grand 
entrance  into  their  lives  by  someone  dressed  the  part  of  royalty.   Tfcey  wan" 
the  grand  treatment,  and  are  not  content  with  the  simple  and  childlike  faith 

t  is  needed  to  have  the  Master  come  into  their  liv,es. 
Someone  once  said,  "We  must  ask  people  to  think,  but  we  must  not  expect  them 
to  become  theologians  before  they  are  Christians."   Christianity  begins  with 
s  'ersonal  reaction  and  response  to  Jesus  Christ.   It  is  not  an  intellectual 
understanding  of  t      sat  doctrines  of  the  church,  or  God's  complete  plan 
for  the  past  present  and  future  of  the  world.   But  it  is  instead  an  instinctive 
feeling  within  the  heart,  that  here  is  the  one  who  can  meet  my  needs.   We  may 
never  be  able  to  understand  -^ultmann  and  Tillich,  or  Brunner  or  the  other 
deep  theologians.   This  does  not  matter.     at  Toes  matter  is  the  response 
of  your  heart  to  the  cry  that  comes  from  within  your  own  heart. 
The  last  "thing  to  be  noted  by  Bartimaeus  coming  to  Jesus,  was  that  he  was 
not  just  to  be  content  to  be  healed.   He  accepted  his  healing,  but  then  he 
followed  Him.   He  started  with  a  need,  and  showed  his  thanks  for  the  fulfill- 
ment of  his  need  with  a  loyalty  to  the  one  who  took  care  of  his  need. 
But  you  see,  the  Saviour  is  still  passing  by  the  hearts  and  lives  of  count- 
less people  everyday.   He  is  still  x±iix3isxtHxxska3iBtx5ti±±2  "standing  still" 

1  calling".   He  is  calling  each  of  us  to  throw  off  the  blindness  in  our 
lives  that  keeps  us  from  seeing  v/hat  He  wants  of  us.  .ie   may  not  possess 
physical  blindness,  but  too  often  we  possess  spiritual  blindness  simply  be- 
cause we  are  unwilling  to  3U8t  place  out  complete  selves  into  &h±±x  the  hands 


of  Jesus  Christ. 

J   /ou  hear  Him  calling?   He  is  standing  outside  the  closed  doors  of  our  hearts. 
In  thinking  of  this  today  I  decided  to  make  a  change  in  the  closing  hymn  and 
use  hymn  number  211.   This  hymn  was  motivated  by  the  painting  by  Holman  Hunt 
of  "The  Light  of  the  V/ordls."   If  you  have  ever  seen  this  painting,  it  is  in- 
deed beautiful.   But  to  see  a  reproduction  of  the  painting  and  then  to  see  the 
original  is  quite  a  contrast.   Shirley  and  I  saw  the  original  in  one  of  the 
Cathedrals  in  England.   I  am  not  certain  just  now,  but  I  believe  it  is  in 
St.  Paul's  Cathedral. 

It  shows  Jesus  with  a  crown  on  His  head  showing  that  He  is  a  King,  dressed  in 
a  white  robe  for  purity,  with  the  mantle  of  a  priest  draped  over  His  shoulderd. 
He  is  standing  outside  a  door  with  rusty  hinges,  and  grass  and  weeds  and 
brambles  growing  at  the  threshold.   He  holds  a  lantern  in  His  hand  signifying 
that  He  has  come  in  the  darkness.   He  is  knocking  up  :>n  the  door,  but  there 
i  '  a  strangeness  about  the  door  of  something  being  missing.   There  is  no 
latch  or  handle  to  open  the  door  with.   This  signifies  that  the  door  can  only 
be  opened  from  the  inside.   3o  as  Jesus  Christ  stands  outside  our  hearts, 
the  only  way  in,  is  for  us  to  open  then:  to  Him,   )his  is  the  niece  of  puzzle 
for  Lent  that  is  Jericho,  that  tells  of  a  blind  man  meeting  Jesus  and  gives 
us  an  example  to  follow. 
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ORDER  OF  TOSHTP    I  I  :00  A.M. 
Prelude  Music:      "Jesus,    Word  of  Gor    Incarnate"     Mozart 
"Quango   Corpus11  PergoLebi 

Silent   Prayer 
•Processional  Hymn  Wo.    J2   "Now  thank  we   all  our   Gon" 
•Ascription  -   Choral  Amen 

*ExHORTAT ION 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Most  Holy  and  MqSt  Gracious  Gon, 
who  turnest  the  shadow  of  night  into  morntng,  satisfy  us 
early  with  thy  mercy,  that  we  may  rejoice  anp  re  glap  all 
the  day.   Lift  the  light  of  thy  countenance  upon  us;  calm 
every  trounled  thought;  and.  gutoe  our  feet  into  the  way 
or  peace.   Perfect  thy  strength  in  our  weakness,  anp  help 
ue  to  worship  thee;  through  Jesub  Christ  our  Lord*   Amen." 

•Kyrie   (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pabtor) 

*ASSURANCE  OF  PaRPON  -  CHORAL  AMEN 
*PrA|SE 

•Pastor:   *0  Lord  open  our  lipb, 

•People!   Anp  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praibe 

•QoXOLOGY       No.     55' 

Scripture:  Mark    II:    l-M 

Hymn  No.    lLvg      "There    is   a  green  hill   far  awayti 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith      (Apostles1    Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
•Call  to   Prayer 

•Pastor:      The  Lord    re   w-ith   you. 
•People:     Anp  with  thy  spirit. 
•Pastor:      Let   us  Pray. 
•Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offer i no 

Offertory:  "Pesipe   Still  Waters"  Clarke 

Baptism  of   Infant 

them:      "Tell  Me  Oh  Huurle  Grass"  Junior  ChoIh 


) 


Sermon:      "Piece  By  Piece  -  Bethphage  anp   Bethany" 
Prayer   and   Lord's   Prayer 
•Hymn   of   Dedication  No.  1+72   "What  a  friend  we  have    IN 
•Benedict  ion  and   Three   Fold  Amen  Jesus" 

Postlupe'      "The   Lord    is  My  Rock"  Qtjs 

_^___«_„-  *c0ngregat1o«  standing  ------ 

The  Lovely    Flo-ess   aw   the  Altar  have   teen   placed   ry 

THE    WoMENrS     FELLOWSHIP     TO    THE     "GLORY    OF    Gop" 

Serving   as  Ushers   today  are:      *Dave  Curtis,    Ro^    *t 

Dellen,    Brian  Pfade,    Steve  Smith,    Chrts    Pfapi . 
Pres.   ahd  M*?s.   Roland   Thompson  will  represent  Council 
at  the  poor  tqpay* 
Nursery  will   pe   provided   today   dy:     Mps.    Carl  H-jllefreuh 
Sue   HoLLEFREiiNo   and  Jean   FencIl. 
■-^-four  crins   have  ^een  set  up  for  your  use,    if  we  fill 
y  them  additional  ones  will  re  purchased  -  second  flo^r 
over  offices.      Nursery  will  oe   in  next  room  on  a  trtal 

OASIS. 

The  attendance   last   Sunday  was  218;   Wed*    -  no  record. 

MoN.     -    7*3^    -    FlDELJTY    BlOLE    CLASS. 

^  No   Service   here   at  St.    Paul's   on  Wed.    so    that   you 

MAY     HAVE     ANOTHER    OPPORTUNITY    TO     HEAR    THE     ReV .     W|LLlAM 
MCLEOD,     WHO    WILL    HE    PREACHING     AT     THE    CaLVAPY    CHURCH 

on    the    Diamond    all   this   week  with   the    exception  of 

Saturday. 
^-The  following  week  -  Holy  Week  -  Wep  _  7:30  ~  Prepahato 

Service   "EphraIm";    Thursday  -  Holy  Communion  anp 

the   reception  for  ne"'  memoers  will  follow  service; 

(the  congregatiom   ib    invited  to  the  undercroft)? 

Good  Friday  —   7*30  Holy   Communion. 
■-Next  Sunday    is   Palm  Sunday  -  New  memrers  will    he 

received  at  this  time. 
Baptized   today:      Douglas   Eugene  Vensel.,    son  of 

Mr.    &  Mrs.    Bernard  Vensel  -  born   Fer.    5»    JS75. 
Good   Friday   Breakfast   -  for  Women  -  VWCA   Auditorium, 

7:3°  A.M.    $2.50  per  person  -  Reservations   are 

REQUIRED  -   3^0  CAPACITY.    CONTEMPORARY  EASTER  PLAY. 

Good  Friday  Breakfast  -  for  men  -  YMCA  Auditorium  - 
6:00  A.M*    -  J*    W,    Harmon   and   Kennth   Weitzel  -tickets. 

Youth    Fell.-  are  displaying   stat i onarv-orpers-s i gn-up- 

Youth  are  saving  -  empty/t'o&el  &  toilet   paper  rolls. 

Palm  Sun.  -  U:Q0  -  Sacreo  Concert  -  Butler  Symphony 
Choir  -    1st  Methodist  Chuwch. 


ige  as  seems  peop  nior  will  accept  tilings 
complex  than  they  R  accept  sumthin  simpl  childlike 
at  Js  Xp  was  &  is 
t  alsonothar  va  this  scrip  over  look 
j,  ...  .  >   11th  Vo) 
-(eaa  1st  after  arriv  Jeru  He  wen 

4  Js  was  place  men  suppos  find  pres  of  0 

1  was  spot  shud  B  hallow  Holy/set  apart  fro 

"   "   sane  2  which  men  suppos  B  abl  cum  wor  G 

where  Js  came  end  of  day/late  aft  hra  as 

dawn  2ward  eve/fe  came   2  this  place  rest 

,      likfe  field  ;;en  plot, plan  field 
ties 

inis, preach  thruout  much  area  8c  now  delib  set 
on. collision  corse  those  i 
Go  only  natur-  Temp  4  few  quiet  moment 

Jut  look  over  field  oonbat  34 

ove 

•  'r.e   day  2  mak  move,  accomp  task,  so  merely  size 
ituat   retire  4  nite  with  friends  Bethany 
■haps  vsndti  it  down  or  3  shut  down, 

;  "forts  throw  out  of  'I'emp  wasted  on  few  mere 
Better  2  wait  until  morn  things  full  swing, 
that  way  do  job  proper  show  all  vend         out 
gainst  all  commercialism  they  brot  in2  or 

vs  show  wonderful  qual  Js  as  pt  out  other  nite 
sn  Js  3ericho  delt  blind  Bartimaeus, 
we  red,  "Hii  3 3X' J   'L  .  "/   8  pause  in  sched  2  help 
sural  need  help, 

ansa  tak  time  '\2   look_  round  about 
upon  all  things." 
"  He  no  content  go  by  hearsay, rumor  that  Temp  coram 
"  took  time  2  C  4  self  «  wen  satia  self  b 
wat  came  2  C  He  went  Beth  with  12 
Here  last  time  able  spend  quiet  eve  friends  &   diacip 
trt  next  day  life  took  aspects  turmoil  strife 
wud  know  no  peace, quiet  until  arise  from  grave 
spent  last  eve  among  those  whom  He  loved 
1  oft  wonder  wen  Js  look  temp  2day  wat  He  0? 
Jon't  mean  old  Jew  Temp  Jeru,  thi        ;one  destro 
&  not  1  stone  on  nother  as  Js  predict  Ss  pro  i 
m   Temp  of  G  wMch  in  each  of  us, 
.  tell  ua  6  chap  1st  Cor,  our  Bodies 
6c  just  as  surely  as  Js  stood  physic  in  Temp  Jeru, 
e  stand  spiritu  in  Temps  which  U 

lie  survey  seen        ,  wonder  if  He 

Iness  must  felt  wen  stood  in 
other  te 

hurcb.) 


"iiece  By  Piece  —  Bethphage  and  Bethany! 


11:11, 
i  ] 
\ 


Jesus_en-  , 


■  ,-'  ture : 


1:1-11 


fcga  Js  jorn  2  Jeru 
Hav  trav         -3    ,      Jecap,  2  Dalmanutha, 
2  Bethsaida,  o  ■-   '  ,  Lwn  thru  Gal,  2  Cape: 

2  Judea,  2  Jermcho  V  now  Jeru  Sc  sm  towns  roun  l 
All  stretch  behind  like  giant  puzz  or  rd  map 
in  lit  of  import  in  Js  life 
Script  read  lie  cam  near  Jeru  2  Btapha[-e-Bethany 
He  here  B4/if  only  red  Ht,  - '-,.  k         ru  only  1ce 
■sad  Jn  C  lie  here  3  Paasovs. 

in  famil  terri,  in  partic  at  home  in  Bethany 
TO,  home  friends  Laz,Kar.  , 
Lates,  Bethphage  hse  figs 
Thus  2  fruits  seem  go  2gether  our  think, 
ir  as  villages  near  Jeru 

id  1  \  triuap  entry  Jeru  on  Don' 
,  wonder  how  many  ponder  word  spok  by  peop? 
in  ,jQra  Him  at  commun 
t  _  .  ■  i  /.;  '"0_  Ins  anna  in  Ueb  is  HCJil3_j_^^  ■  -  ..  a. 
"If1  "notice  Bib  hos  follow  by  exclam  pt, 

"  Scause  no  a  pate  fron  f 

B  exolam/se.  arate  "•.  distinct 
on  4  this  itexclam  a3  in 
i'east  of  Tabemaol 

It  from  113  Is.  vs  25   reads,  "rfAjflB  I — ^_J 

,  ,   7    ■  ..  ..  JOSPER* 

t  "Bave  liow" , 
it  ment  praise  which  is  how  we  redd  it,  but  it 
mean  mor  than  that, 
It  U3ed  by  peop  seek  help  protect  at  hands  of 
i  peop  shout  Hos,  it  cry  2  G  2  bre 
save  His  peoi        a  ;iah  had  cum 

Lo  time  Hist  Js  no  quest  who  He  was, 
Sc  wat  author  lie  do  this, 

,  "c  B  acclaim  with  posj 

it  dun,  - 
torv  3  }  Tday 

UP '  vs.  Eve — higja; 

j)  still  ask  l  lay,  ' 

■ ;    ,      /ion 
incomprehensible 
eop  can  accept 


Perhaps  this  speak  2  truly  much  church  2day,     3/ 
that  in  ea  us 
.T-  rode  majestic  in2  Jeru  on  lowly  "beaat  burden 
- 
icclaimed  king  He  rtfully  asggiftmerV^  -1*  *&   /-J1. 
He  paused  in  midst  temp  &  surveyed  there  the  3 
•scene  stetched  out  B4  Him 
I  L^^eve  in  this  scrip  we  can  read  &  C  that  which 
symbolic 
I  Blieve  we  need  permit  King  2  ride,  in  majesty  in2 
our  very  harts  &  lives 
But  I  also  Blieve  we  need  open  indiiid  temps  2  Him 
"-.  ±HHk:citsKE!x,xx"fektH:  let  Him  look  deep  within 

need  2  let  Him  cleanse  &  purify  us,  just  as 
He  tried  2  do  in  Jeru  next  day 
(Illust  drunken  man  in  depths) 
This  man  permitted  2  look  into  his  temp  &  have  opp 
change  it  &  cleanse  it. 

Js   is    "L(."                               k         :,    UPON  ALL  THINGS   IN 
OUlt  TlfflPISa."     ~"° —=-==-  _  __ 

Have  we  reached  the  pt  where  we  can  truly  acclaim 
Him  with  our  Hosannas,  Bcause  our  Temps  are  in  order 
Or  do  we  need  2  do  sum  private  temple  clean  of  own! 
How  is  a  good  time  2  do  so  while  Js  is  wait: 
patiently  i*e!Si±»  2  B  acclaimed  Sc  2  Blong  within 
ea  of  us. 


'■    iec  i   r  Piece  —  Bethphage  and  Bethany!" 

Text:  Mark  11:11,  "Anfl  Jesus  entered  into  Jerusalem,  and  into  the  temple;  and 
when  He  had  looked  round  about  upon  all       ,      low  the 
evening  was  coming,  He  went  out  unto  Bethany  with  -      .  lve.1 
.pture:  Hark  11:1-11 

We  have  now  cone  to  the  lar;      ;ea  of  Jesus'  journe;^  to  Jerusalem,   :./e  have 
traveled  with  Him  thus  far  starting  at  Tyre  &  Sidon,  through  the  Decapolis, 
to  Calmanutha,  to  Bethsaida,  on  to  Caesaren  ihilippi,  down  through  Galilee, 
to  Capernaum,  to  Judea,  to  Jericho  and  now  to  Jerusalem  and  the  small  towns 
surrounding  it.   &h  All  of  this  now  stretches  behind  Jesus  and  behind  us  like 
some  huge  roadmap  or  as  a  giant  puzzle.   Hach  piece  has  been  examined  and  look- 
ed at  in  the  light  of  the  importance  it  played  in  the  life  of  Jesus. 
In  our  scripture  this  morning  we  read  that  lie   came  near  to  Jerusalem,  to  Beth- 
phage, and  Bethany  near  the  Mount  of  Olives.   Jesus  had  been  here  before,  and 
if  we  iiHxKHXXKKHEEk  have  only  read  Matthew  Mark  ^nd  Luke  there  is  a  tendency 
to  suppose  that  Jesus  had  gust  come  to  this  area  and  Jerusalem  for  the  first 
time.   But  if  we  read  th      el  og  John  we  irer  picutre  that  tells 

c   Jesus  making  at  least  three  Passovers  in  Jerusalem.      [e  is  in  faraili1 
territory.   In  particular  He  is  at  home  in  Bethany  which  was  only  1  5/8  miles 
Hast  of  Jerusalem  and  was  the  ±z  home  of  His  friends  Lazarus,  "Ma. 

The  name  Bethany  meant  "House  of  Dates,"  and  the  other  small  town  which  was 
just  a  little  further  3ast,  was  called  Bethphage  and  its  name  meant,  "House  of 

Figs."   Thus  two  fruits  which  seem  to  go  together  in  our  thinking,  were  the 

thron 
names  of  two  small  villages  eh  which  Jesus  passed  on  His  last  trip  to  Jeru- 
salem. 

Our  Scripture  forvthis  morning  is  the  very  familiar  scripture  of  His  triumphal 
entry  into  Jerusalem  astride  a  lowly  donkey.   Yet,  I  wonder  how  many  of  us 
have  ever  pondered  the  wording  spoken  by  the  people  as  He  passed  by?   We  s:i 
the  words  in  the  Seraphic  Hymn  at  our  Communion  services.  *ks  We  read,  (vs  9) 
"And  they  that  went  before,  and  they  that  followed,  cried,  saying,  Hosanna!" 
O*  "this  word  in  Hebrew  is  HOSHI  AH  NA.   If  you  notice  in  your  Bibles,  the 
word  Hosanna  is  followed  by  an  exclamatio     '        Ls  is  significant  be- 
cause  first  of  all  it  is  not  followed  by  a  comma,  and  thus. is *&  part  of  the 
follow::      'in-.   But  it  is  followed  by  an  exclamation  point,  meaning  that 
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it  is  first  fcaxax  something  that  is  being  exclaimed.  And  second  that  it  is 
se~  rate  and  distinct  from  that  which  follows.   The  reason  for  this,  is  "because 
this  excalamation  appears  in  what  is  known  as  the  Hallel  and  it  was  sung  at 
both  the  Passover  and  the  Feast  of  the  'Tabernacles.   It  is  taken  from  the  118th 
Psalm,  verse  25  which  reads,  "Save  now,  I  beseech  thee  0  Lord:  0  Lord,  I  be- 
seech thee,  send  now  prosperity.    The  word  Hosa         ,         •„"  •  It 
meant  praise  which  is  how  we  read  it,  but  it  meant  much  more  than  that, 
was  used  by  the  people  3      ;;  help  and  protection  at  the  hands  of  the 
So  when  these  people  stood  shouting  Iloaanna,  it  was  really  a  cry  to  God  to 
break  in  and  to  save  His  people  now  that  the  Messiah  had  come. 
At  this  particular  point  in  His  ministry,  Jesus  is  not  being  questioned  who  He 
was,  and  by  what  authority  did  He  do  this.   Instead,  He  is  being  aclaimed  with 
a  positiveness  that  has  been  lacking  all  along.   People  questioned  all  that  He 
did  and  why  it  was  done.   This  has  been  the  story  of  Jesus  Christ  right  on  dow 
t<"  iur  own  age  and  day. 

In  194-3  Eve  Curie  wrote  a  book  entitled  "Jour  arriors,"  in  whddh 

she  questioned  this  Jesus.   She  wrote,  "You  told  us  to  be  kind  and  forgiving, 

for  twenty  solid  centutries,  wretched,  incorrigible  men  have  gone  on  being 
merciless,  full  of  violence  and  of  hatred.  Religious  men  and  atheists  alike 
have  lived  and  ruled  in  a  non-Ohri  —  and  look  at  us  now:  we've  never 

been  in  a  worse  nerss." 

xeople  still  question  today,  "  ho  is  this  Jesus?"        not  universally  accept- 
ed because  He  is  too  simple,  too  common.       lira  into  something  complex  and 
incomprehensible,  and  people  can  accept  Him.   Itrange  as  it  seems  people  are 
more  willing  to  accept  things  that  are  complex  than  they  are  to  accept  something 

.rile  and  childlike.   And  this  is  what  this  Jesus  Christ  was  and  is. 
But  there  is  also  another  paxfcxisxxHX  verse  in  this  scripture  which  is  often 
c   rlooked.   It  is  the  11th  verse,       .      :ead  first  of  all  that  after 
He  has  arrived  in  Jerusalem  He  went  to  the  Temple.   Here  for  Jesus  was  the 
place  fttorfr  where  men  were  supposed  to  find  the  presence  of  Sod.   Here  was  a 
spot  that  should  have  been  hallowed  and  holy.   A  spot  that  was  set  apart  from 
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the  rest  of  the  world.   Here  was  the  sanctuary  to  which  men  were  supposed  to 
be   ble  to  come  to  and  worship  Almighty  God.   Here  :Efr«.waa-  fee  where  Jesus  came 
at  the  end  of  the  day.   AsxtfeKXHKKH±ngxHka3iBOTaxiKH55tkKHffl±  In  the  late  afternoon 
hours,  as  it  began  to  ('awn  toward  evening,  Jesus  came  to  this  place  of  r 
and  comfort. 

bad  deliberately  poltted  and  planned  His  course  of  action  much  as  a  field 
general  will  maneuver  and  plot  the  future  battles  that  lead  to  victory.   Jesus 
had  ministered  and  preached  throughout  much  of  this  area  and  He  was  now  de- 
liberat      >t   on  a  course  that  could  only  clash  with  those  in  power.  So  it 

only  natural  that       mid  cone  to  the  Temple  for  a  few  quiet  moments 
to  be  in  His  Father's  House. 

it  is  also  significant  that  He  came  here  to  look  over  the  field  of  coin- 
bat,  before  He  made  His  move.   It  was  too  late  in  the  day  to  accomplish  His 
task,  and  so  He  merely  sized  up  the  situation  and  retired  for  the  night  to 
h"   friends  in  Bethany.   Perhaps  the  vendors  stalls  were  shut  down,  or  in 
the  process  of  being  shutdown,  and  the  efforts  to  throw  them  out  of  the 

le  would  only  be  wasted  on  a  few  merchants.   Better  to  wait  until  the  morn- 
ing when  tl:      ore  in  full  swing.   That  way  lie  could  do  the  job  properly 
and  show  all  of  the  vendors  that  He  was  lashing  out  at  the  commercialism  they 
had  brought  Into  the  organized  Church. 

This  verse  shows  again  that  wonderful  quality  og  Jesus  as  we  'pointed  out  the 
other  night.   ..'hen  Jesus  was  about  15  miles  from  Jerusalem  and  in  Jericho, 
he  dealt  with  the  blind  man  Bartimaeus.   And  we  read  that  He  stood  still, 
paused  in  His  schedule  to  ministervto  the  needs  of  soneon  who  needed  help. 
■e  in  the  Temple  we  find  Him  tal  '  pause  and  to"look  round 

about  u"on  all  things."   He  wasn't  content  to  go  by  hearsay,  or  by  rumor 
that  the  Temple  had  been  turned  into  a  commercial  venture.   He  took  time  to 
F    for  Himself.   And  when  he  had  satisfied  Himself  by  seeing  what  He  wanted 
to  see  we  read  that  He  went  out  to  Bethany  with  the  twelve. 

Now  here  was  one  of  the  las    i  9nd  a  quiet  evening 

with  His  firends  and  disciples.   Starting  the  next  day,   '  i  life  took  on  the 


aspects  of  turmoil  and  strife.  lie  would  know  no  peace  and  quiet  until  le  had 
ar"  en  from  the  grave.   So  He  spent  His  last  quiet  evening  among  thome  whom 

loved. 
XK-^azKxtBdnfccfeyxSsHi^iiafexHiEE  I  often  wonder  when  Jesus  looks  at  the  Temple 
today,  what  He  sees,   I  flon't  mean  the  old  Jewish  Temple  in  Jerusalem,  for 
that  is  long  gone  and  destroyed,  and  one  stone  has  not  been  left  upon  another 
just  as  He  promised.   I  mean  the  Temple  of  God  which  is  in  each  of  us.   Paul 
tells  us  in  the  6th  chapter  of  1st  Corinthians  that  our  bodies  are  the  Temple 
of  God.  And  just  as  surely  as  Jesus  sissi  physically  stood  in  the  Temple  of 
Jerusalem,  so  He  stands  XHxktasjjkiEi  spiritually  in  the  Temples  which  are  you 
and  I.   And  as  He  surveys  the  scene  before  Him,  I  wonder  if  He  feels  the  sane 
discouragement  and  sadness  that  He  must  have  felt  when  He  stood  in  that  other 

le. 
(Illustration  of  preacher  and  dead  church). 

•eacher  came  to  the  usual      r  meeting  and  found  no  one  present.   Tie  he- 
i  to  ring  the  church  bell.   joon  a  doze      le  came  running  and  inquired, 
io's  dead?"   "The  church"  replied  the  minister  as  he  con       to  tol 
bell. 

-Laps  this  speaks  all  too  truly  of  much  of  the  church  today,  and  of  the 
Temple  thnt  is  in  within  MSKyxgKHgiaac  each  of  us.   Jesus  rode  majestically 
into  Jerusalem  on  a  lowly  beast  of  burden  long  years  ago.       3  acclaimed 
as  the  King  that  3e  rightfully  was  and  is.   He  paused  in  the  midst  of  the 
Temple  and  surveyed  there,  the  scene  stretched  out  before  Him.   I  believe 
that  in  all  of  this  scripture  we  can  read  and  see  that  which  is  symbolic. 
I  believe  that  we  need  to  permit  the  King  to  ride  in  majesty  into  our  very 
hearts  and  lives.   But  I  also  believe  that  we  need  to  open  our  ^s^ks.K   individ- 
ual Temples  to  Him,  and  let  Him  lo      ip  within.   Je   need  to  let  Him  cleanse 

purify  us,  just  as  He  tried  to  do  in  Jerusalem  the  very  next  day. 

(Illustration  of  down  to  depths,  drunken  man  on  verge  of  suicide) 

This  nan  was  permitted  to  look  Into  his  temple  and  to  have  the  opportunity  to 
change  it,  and  cleanse  it.   How  about  us?   Jesus  is  "Looking  round  about,  upon 
all  things  in  our  temples."   Have  we  reached  that  point  where  we  can  truly 
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Rev.    Ralph  C*    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Eugene  Stephenson,    Organ iet 
Mr,    Ralph  Cooper,    Choir   Director 
Pattv  Baeehqpe,    Jeff  Campoell   -  Acolytes 

~  ORDER  OF  WORShTp    r I :00  A.M. 
Prelude  Music:    "Hosanna,    Hosanna^-Eliot;   "Jesus  Wept"- 

Goofrey;    "The  Holy  City"  -  Adams 
Si  lent  Prayer 
♦Processional  Hymn  No.    I76   "Crown  H(m  with  many   crowns" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
*Exho«tati on 

"Confession   (In  Unison)   "Gracious  God,    Father  of  our  Lofto 
Jesus    Christ,    you  have   promised  to   receive  us  when  we 

COME     TO     YOU,         We    CONFESS     THAT    WE    HAVE     SlNNEn     AGAINST    YOU 
IN    THOUGHT,     V'Oftn     ANO     PEED.        *E     HAVE    DIB01EYED     YOUR     LAW. 
We    HAVE     NOT     LOVED     YOU    OR     OUR     NElGHnORS     AS     WE     SHOULD. 

Forgive  us,    0   Goo,    anp  grant   that  we  may    live   and   SiErve 
you    in  newness   of  life;   through  Jesus  Christ   our   Lord.    Amen." 
•Kyri e  (Choi r,    CongregatI on  and   Pastor) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:      [Q   Lord  open  our  lIps. 

•People:     And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth   thy  praise 

•OOXOLOGY       No.     55' 

Scripture:  John   10:22-1+2 

Hymn  No.    138        uWhen,    Hcb   salvation  bringing11 
•Affirmation  of  our    Faith      (Apostles'    Creep) 
♦Gloria  Patri 
*Call    to  Prayer 

•Pastor:      The   Lonn  re  with  you. 
•People:      And  with   thy   spirit. 
•Pastor:      Let  us  Pray. 
•Prayer   and  Prayer   Response 
Offering 

Offertory:  "The  Palms"  Faure 

The  Reception  of  Ne«»  Memhers 

A'"hem:  "HosannaI    -  Hqsanna"  Wilson 

i      ion:  "Piece  By   Piece  -  Perea!" 

j 


Prayer  and  Lord's    Prayer 
•Hymn  of   Dedication  No-    '33   "Ri^e   on!    ride   on'1 
•Benedict ion  and   Three  Fold  Amen 

Postlu^e:  "All  Glory,    Laud   and  Honor"  Peerv 

-    -     -    *C0NGREGAT10N    StAND | NG    ------ 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  heen  placed  hy 
Donn  E.  Miller  in  Loving  memory  of  his  "Mother"  - 
Dorothy  Kald.  Miller. 

The  Palms  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  nv  the  AlvIN 

Ta I T     FaMJ LY      IN    LOVING    MEMORY    OF    Mr.     &    MRS  .     JOHN    J. 

Sweeney.  You  are  welcome  to  them  after  the  Service, 
The  Ushers  will  pass  them  out. 
Elder  and.  Mrs,  Robert  Basehore  will  greet  the  people. 
Nursery  will  he  provided  today  r.v-   Mrs,  Drusilla 
Rensel,  Mrs.  Vickie  Holt  and.  Ellen  Master. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  219. 
*"-w^^  We  welcome  the  following  Persons  into  our  Church 
j^^"^       Fellowship  today: 

■  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Arthur  Carney 
Mrs.  Av  icia  Mi  ller 
Miss  Vickie  Wl nrader 
Mr.  &   Mrs.  Herdert  Shearer 
Miss  Sue  Ellen  Shearer 
Mr,  &  Mrs.  Rqnalp  Vensel 
\^^     TODAY  -  After  the  Service  -  The  Senior  Youth  Group 

is  sponsoring  an  Easter  Egg  Hunt.   This  is  for  Nursery 

T4frU— _^    THE    SECOND    GRADE.  It    WILL     "E    HELP      IN     THE     UNDERCROFT 

/f/k*?s*      TODAY  -  U:00  P.M.  -  Sacred  Concert  hy  Butler  Symphony 
Choir  featuring  the  Creation  ny  Haydn  -  First  United 

METHonlST  CHURCH.  SL( DE8  WILL  ACCOMPANY  THE  MUSIC* 
A  SOCIAL  HOUR  WILL  FOLLOW. 

WED.    -  7:30  -  Preparatory  Service    "Ephraim"  -  After 

Sfrv!ce    -    SPECIAL   COUNCIL.  ^FETING   -    IMPORTANT. 
THURS.    -   7:30  -  JjOL¥  COMMUNION  -   "Cenaculum"   -   Fqllow- 

jmk    thf    SrRVlnr    ~    FriinWRHJP    HTHR  rr.R    Nfw   MFMnERS^AMD 

the  Congregation   in  the  Undercroft. 
GOOD  FRIDAY  -  b=0O  -  YMCA "Break fast   for  Men  -  J.   W. 
Harmon  and   Ken  Weitzel  have   tickets;   -  7:3°  -*VWCA 
Breakfast   for  Women  -  Reservations  must   nE  made  AHE#n. 
GOOO  FRIDAY    SERVICE  -  7:30  F.M.   -   "Golotha"  -  HOLY   COM 
"EASTER  SUNDAY  -  NO   COMMUNION  -   »Sorrow,Joy   and  HearTiurm 
Phi.   _  app.   k  -  6:30  P.M.    -  Work  night  at   the  Church. 


Profession  of  FaIth: 


Letter  of  Transfer: 


t/t^kj      /7/u. 


■ 


.  lece   —  j'ereal 


Text:    John  10:41,    "And  g^ny  resorted  fcgxkjbg  unto  Him. 

said.   John   did  no,  miracles; but   all   tilings   that 
J*ohn   spoke    of   this   man  were   true." 

Scr-'-iture:    John   10:22-42 

Ghildrens  game,  1  giant  step  backward  &  Wed  also 
last  Sun  Js  Jeru  at  Eemp,  2day  winter  B4  trium  entrj 
■  EXEGETS  3CRIPTURE) 

Peop  recog  Js  as  hav  credent s  &  set  apart 
2  reasons:  J7IA-JT:  :-im*r\    a-t  GnA 
Gome  naturally  ucause  G  of  G? 

.  Be  liv  it/read  it/fulfill  it 
He  writing  NT  &  living  CI 
it  constant  serch  &  seek  4  Him 
(ILLUSTRATION  HAW  S-.  TTi-lOT.  ■,-,  BTGIS') 
thru  ignor  miss  wealth  money  &  Js 
many  peop  this  way 
complex  world  ask,  what  do, where  turn, where  go? 
Ansers  this  book 
pick  subj,atiy  sub j ,  it  answer  H's  yrs  ago,         ] 
no  like  Freud,  Jung  etc 
Js  turn  2  Word,  study  it,  S  thus^^S 

(ILi-U  ,:::.JIU:  .  J  V.GiT  .  /  -  !.■.■-:■■.:)  ."  -:...  ;'j 

wk  essent  renww  peop , church-prayer 
TUI^  _.  ,JO_.  J:  seTTTs  apart 
i:any"peop  ao  not/cannor  pray  j 

Meals  no  skin/skip  pray 
2  oft  pray  use  as  crutch  j 

"  IB  indulg  same  meals 
~x—  .nnot  cum  2  ch  1nce  yr  expect  get  know  G 
"    pray      "   "  B  able  talk  G  as  shud 
"    read  Bibs  "    "  "   "  know  G'S  plan  us  &  fam 
i:eed  worship  reg,  pray  reg,  read  G  l/ord  reg. 
"   indulge  things  G,  not  just  2  form  habit, 
But  2  know  Him  fe  the  power  of  His  resurr. 
Only  this  way  can  lern,know  1st  hand  (TEXT  b) 

Only  acclaim  with  ilosannaa  if  truly  know  Him  persona] 
2  accl  &  no  know,  empty , hollow,  no  meaning 
But_ 2.  know  Him  is  love  HimT  2  luv  Him  is  serv  Him  ' 
"~2  serv~Him  is  accl  Kg  of  Kgs 

Nee'd  sort  out  ea  lives  nust  wnere  stand  rela  W  of  G  - 
r   a  pr,  &  rela  Js  Xp,  can  we  all  honeo/sincer  decl 

' 'X :--v,hat  with  yonder  sacred  throng,  we  at  His  feet  ma; 

fall)  ie'll  .jom  the  everlasting  song,  &  crown  Him 

Lord  of  all,    Hay  G  grant  that  ea  can  serch  own  liv 
"harts  ::  mak  commitment  anew  this  ds  . 


"'.   iece  By  Piece  —  lerea!" 

Text:  John  10:4-1,  "And  Many  resorted  unto  Him,  and  said,  'John  did  no  miracle; 
but  all  thin  ::s  that  John  spoke  of  this  man  were  true.'" 

Sck^pture:  John  10: 22-" 2 

I  am  sure  that  most  of  us  can  remember  a  game  which  we  played  when  we  '.-ere 

children,  in  which  someone  was  in  charge  of  giving  directions  to  the  others 

who  were  playing.   Each  player  in  the  game  would  ask  the  leader  if  he  or  she 

could  take  a  step,   (knd  then  the  orde         iven,  "Take  one  giant  step 

forward,"  or"take  one  giant  step  backward."       ,    Ls  is  what  we  are  going 

to  do  this  morning.   We  are  going  to  take  one   i      op  backeward.   All  al< 

each  ounday  and  each  o 'nesday,  we  have  moved  forward  to  a  new  town  or  location, 

and  we  have  looked  at  the  appropriate  piece  of  our  Lenten  I  seen 

and  ,,'ednesday  eveni 
it  was  involved  in  the  li£  of  Jesu  .     is  morning  we  are  going  to  take  a 

backward  look  at  5racfexacHHiiiH:Exp±SHspcinitxxxH±siEsr!cteka±  two  other  places  and  the 

significance  they  played  in  -Jesus'  latter  days.   itfe  are  looking  at  these  two 

j   ces  as  recorded  in  the  Gospel  of  John,  simply  because  the  i       ospels 

do  not  give  this  particular  information. 

You  will  recall  that  according  to  our  sermon  last  Sunday,  Jesus  had  arrived 

in  Jerusalem  and  was  prepared  to  take  action  against  those  who  were  desecarating 

the  Temple  with  their  commercialism. 

Our  Scripture  for  today  begins  with  the  information  that  Jesus  was  at  Jerusalem, 

at  the  Teast  of  dedication  and  it  was  winter.   (Vs  22).   .       b  oil  of  this 

means  is  that  Jesus  had  come  to  Jerusalem  forvthe  Feast  of  Dedication  which 

.  i  held  in  December  of  each  year,  and  it  commemorated  the  cleansing  of  the 

le  by  Judas  Machabeus.   It  is  also  fckK  called  Hanukkah  and  is  observed 

during  the  same  time  that  Christians  today  observe  as  Advent. 

1$  was  the  custom  of  Rabbis  to  stroll  through  the  Temple  with  their  ±s.   students 

walking  with  them  while  the  Rabbi  taught  them.   Thus  we  find  that  Jesus  is 

\      king  in  the  Temple  area  called  Solomons  porch  which  was  a  court  with  huge 

pillars,  HH&xxixMxssaEHHfeiixHXKx  and  was  covered  over.   Now  the  time  element 

here  is  that  Jesus  is  in  Jerusalem  prior  to  the  spring  Passover,  and  there^ 

fore,  prior  to  His  entry  into  Jerusalem  where        hhiled  as  the  Messiah. 
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the  real  significance  of  all  of  this  is  that  Jesus  is       investigated 

b   the  Jews.   They  cone  to  Him  and  ask  Him  point  blank  if  He  is  the  Christ. 

is  the  promised  one  of  God.   The  answer  that  Jesus  gives  is  that 

Vs  26. 
has  told  them  and  they  were  unwilling  to  believe  what  He  said.   So  He  tells 

them  that  they  would  not  believe  because  they  were  not  of  Hid  flock.   HE  means 

that  they  are  not  willing  to  accept  Him  as  their  Saviour  and  so  they  do  not 

know  Him  as  they  should.   Vs  27  He  explains  what  He  is  talking  about  nnd  when 

He  states  that  He  is  equal  with  God,  they  want  to  stone  Him.   Perhaps  they 

came  to  this  Court  of  the  Temple  with  stones  in  their  hands,  prepared  to 

kill  this  imposter  once  and  for  all. 

q  Jesus  questions  them  why  they  would  stone  Him,  He  is  asking  for  which  of 

the  good  works  did  they  want  to  kill  Him.   He  had  healed  people,  He  had  raised 

others  from  the  dead.   All  of  His  deeds  were  good  and  were  of  no  monetary 

value  to  Him.   And  so,  why  were  they  upset  with  these  deeds?  He  is  asking. 

only  answer  they  can  give  is  that  they  will  stone  Him  for  blashemy. 

Jesus  is  equal  to  the  occasion  as  usual  because  He  points  out  a  portion  of 

Scripture  that  to  the  Jews  was  understandable,  but  to  Se  anyone  else  it  is 

not  understood. 

Jesus  was  referring  to  the  82nd  Psalm  vs  6,  which  read,  "I  have  said,  Ye  are 

Psalm 
;,"  and  all  of  you  are  children  of  the  most  High."   This  was  a  warning 

against  unjust  judges  in  Israel.  was  commissioned  by  Cod  to  bring 

iustice  and  God's  help  to  men.   He  was  in  a  sense  God  to  men.   In  some  of  the 

21:6 
Jewish  regulations  we  can  see  this  more  clearly.   In  Exodus  for  instance  we 

read  that  a  Jewish  servant  may  be  set  free  in  the  7th  year  of  his  work, 

verse  tells  us,  "Then  his  master  shall  bring  him  to  the  judges.   The  Hebrew 

word  here  for  "judges"  is  Elohim,  which  is  the  plural  for  God,  thus,  meaning 

in  scripture 
gods.   This  is  also  found  in  Exodus  22:8  &  9.   So  if  ssrip:tHEs:;EaTixKa;ii  some 

\      i  who  are  specially  commissioned  by  God,  can  be  referred  to  as  gods,  why 

could  not  Jesus  refer  to  Himself  as  a  God  is  what  He  is  saying  to  these 

people?  Now  in  this  we  can  see  that  Jesus  was  laying  claim  to  being  conmission- 

,,  .       »„     ny,o  fT-pplr  word  for  consecrate  is 
ed  especially  by  God  for  this  purpose.    Hie  ,reeK  wra  xu 


"Hagiazein,"  which  has  its  root  in  the  word  Ilagios  which  means  holy.  A  thing 
is  holy  is  set  apart.   It  is  something  that  is  apart  from  the  common.   It 
is  sanctified,  it  is  set  aside  for  a  special  task.   Jesus  was  saying  as  the 
Old  feassment  so  often  pointed  out,  that  things  like  the  altar  were  to  be 
set  apart.   Peopl  like  Jerimiah,  and  Ezekiel  were  to  be  set  apart.   Servants 
such  as  the  priests  and  helpers  were  to  be  set  apart.   Jesus  was  identifying 
with  these  people  and       i  to  show  that  he  was  different  from  anyone  they 
had  ever  met  or  come  in  contact  with. 

After  He  had  said  these  things  they  tried  to  seize  Him  once  more,  but  He  was 
able  to  elude  them  and  we  read  that  He  went   away  again  Into  the  area  beyond  the 
Jordan  where  John  Baptized.   Nov; '.this  area  was  lerea,  a  district  just  outside 
of  Judea.   It  was  at  ^siirsny  a  place  called  3ethany  beyond  Jordan  where  John 
Baptized  and  where  Jesus  now  returned.   This  Bethany  is  not  to  be  confu 
with  the  Bethany  just  outside  of  Jerusalem. 

j  read  that,  "Many  resorted  unto  him,  and  said, John  did  no  miracle;  but 
all  things  that  John  spoke  of  this  man  were  true."     e  people  had  heard 
the  predictions  John  had  made  concerning  Jesus,  and  now  they  were  able  to 
make  the  complete  comparison  because  Jesus  had  completed  a  good  portion  of 
His  ministry  in  iksxHsa^s:  this  area  and  nearby  vicinity. 

The  people  were  able  to  realize  that  what  had  been  said  of  Jesus  was  true. 
They  could  recognise  this  because  He  possessed  the  necessary  credentials 
that  set  Him  apart  from  all  of  the  other  preachers  and  teachers  and  propho 
of  His  day.   he  accomplished  this  in  two  very  distinct  and  important  ways. 
?irst  He  accomplished  this  by  schooling  Himself  in  the  'Jord  of  God.    Jesus 
was  an  authority  on  the  Word  of  G  d.   How  did  He  get  that  way?  Was  it  merely 
because  He  was  the  Son  of  God  and  He       f   it  naturally?  No,  He  got  it 
by  reaing  the  scriptures.   SyfcqjH  3y  poring  over  it,  and  knowing  what  God  had 
t   say,  and      od  moved  in  the  lives  of  Moses,  and  Abrah-      all  of  the 
others.   It  came  by  a  constant  searching  and  seeking. 
(Illustration  of  man  bequeathed  a  Bible  by  wealthy  uncle.) 
Here  was  a  man  who  through  his  own  ignorance  withheld  his  own  rightful  wealth 
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from  himself  because  he  was  disappointed  with  his  legacy.  This  is  a  good 
i"  ustration  of  many  people.   In  todays  modern  world  we  are  confronted  by 
all  of  the  comlex  ills  of  society.   People  are  frustrated,  angry,  despairing, 
filled  with  tension  and  anxiety.  Many  of  them  frequently  ask,  "What  is  the 
answer'.'   .'here  do  I  go  from  here?   './hat  shall  I  do?"   Ihe  answers  to  the 
problems  not  only  of  our  present  day  world,  but  for  all  of  mankind  is  to  be 
found  within  the  pages  of  this  book,   lick  a  subject,  any  subject  and  God 
has  an  anwer  for  it  in  His  V/ord.   Hot  only  does  He  have  an  answer  for  it, 
but  that  answer  has  been  prepared  for  you  and  me  thousands  of  years  ago. 
That  is  more  than  we  can  say  about  any  of  the  leading  so  called  authorities 
such  as  Treud  and  Jung  and  all  the  rest.   This  is  kkaxfeHHte  what  Jesus  turned 
to,  an±xwto£xfflKi£HxM±iHx£HxkKxxx  this  is  where  He  schooled  Himself.   This  is 
why  e  was  able  to  show  that"a.ll  things  John  spoke  of  Him  were  true." 
SssHXX5*SHxshHKa±xtha±xSsxKKSXKSt;x^aEfexfeyxMiExiiHSXHXx?cEagcHKx 
(   lustration  of  elderly  preacher  and  callus*      as) 

The  one  thing  that  I  learned  this  past  week  that  is  absolutely  essential  to 
a  renewal  in  a  person  or  in  a  church,  is  a  sonstant,  steady  prayer  life. 
This  is  the  second  essential  that  set  Jesus  apart  from  the  ordinary.   He 
prayed  often,  and  He  prayed  fervently.  Yet,  how  many  people  today  do  not 
Cnnnot  pray.   We  wouldn't  think  of  skipping  two  or  three  meals  a  day. 
Yet  this  is  what  we  do  with  prayer.   It  is  pushed  aside  and  never  done  be- 
cause of  ignorance  or  unconcern.   Too  often,  prayer  is  simply  a  crutch  to 
be  brought  out  in  times  of  trouble  or  distress.   /hen  in  ksx±xum±   actuality 
it  should  be  indulged  in  the  same  as  we  regularly  eat  a  meal.   We  cannot 
come  to  church  just  once  a  year  and  expect  to  get  to  know  God  as  we  should. 
e  cannot  just  pray  once  a  year  and  be  able  to  talk  to  God  as  we  should, 
cannot  just  pick  up  the  Bible  once  a  year  and  know  what  God's  plan  is  for 
\       and  our  families,   ./e  need  to  worship  regularly,  pray  regularly,  and  read 
God's  Word  regularly. 

need  to  indulge  in  the  things  of  God,  not  just  to  form  a  habit.   But  to 
know  Him,  Christ  Jesus,  and  the  power  of  His  resurrection.   Only  in  this  way 


car  we  learn  and  know  first  hand,  that  all  that  John,  and  all  others  spo^e 

of  this  nan  is  true.   We  can  only  acclaim  Him  with  our  Hosanna's  if  we  truly 

know  Him  personally.  "  To  acclaim  Him  without  knowing  Him,  is  empty  and  hollow, 

and  without  meaning.  But  to  know  Him  is  to  love  Him.   And  to  love  Him  is 

serve  Him.   And  to  serve  Him  is  to  acclaim  Him  as  the  King  of  Kin  ;  . 

So  we  need  to  sort  out  in  each  of  our  lives  just  where  we  stand  xkxxk  relative 

to  the  Word  of  God,  relative  to  prayer,  and  relative  to  Jesus  Christ.   Can 

we  in  all  honesty  and  sincerity  declare  this  day, 

"0  that  with  yonder  sacred  throng  we  at  His  feet  may  fall, 

•■:■'  11  join  the  everlasting  song,  and  crown  Him  Lord  of  all." 
Hay  God  grant  that  we  can  each  search  our  own  lives  and  hearts,  and  make  this 
commitment  anew  this  day. 
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ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
HOLV  WEDNESDAY  March  ?6. 


1975 


The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastoh 
Mrs.  Eugene  Stephenson,  -  Organist 
Mr.  Ralph  Cooper  -  Choir  Director 
Paula  Stephenson,  Nancy  Link  -  Acolvtes 

PREPARATORY  SERVICE  7:30  P.M. 

Prelupe  Music:     "Toccata"  Frescop.alpi 

"I  Walked  Topay  v*h>re  Jesus  Wslkep" 
"Processional  Hymn  No.  160  "In  the  hour  or  trial" 
*  Invocation 

Scripture  Lesson:   John  f I :^7~57 
•Offer  f NG 

Offertory    !tCanzonetta"  Stickles 

Hymn  No.  his  "Jesus,  keep  me  near  the  cross" 

Sermon:      "Piece  By  Piece  -  Ephraim!" 

Exhortation,  Page  IS 

Confessi on  of  Sin 

Confessional  Questions  ant  Assurances 
•Hymn  of  Depication  No.   159  "Our  sins,  our  sorrows" 
•benediction  anc  triple  amen 
•Postluoe  "Voluntary"  Oesten 

-    (  -    -     -    -     -     *CoNGREGAT I  ON     StANPING    -------- 

Serving   as  Ushers  tonight  are:      *Don  Kingsley,    Daryl 
Tait,   John  Dreher,    Gary  Penar  anp  Richarp  Mangel. 

The    Sacrament    of   Holy    Communion    (Pew)    will    nE    CELEPRateh 
tomorrow  evening   at  7:30  P.M.      Reception  for  new  members 
will    follow    in   the  Unpercf.oft  -  The   Congregation    ts 

invitep   for   a   Fellowship  Hour  after  the  Service 

tomorrow. 

TONIGHT  -  A  Special  Ccujcil  meeting    in  the  Unpercroft 
_a£t,£r  the  Service. 


V  "#>     mkt       C»ntj,    a, TV    finer    //i 
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"Piece  By  Piece  —  Ephraim!" 

Text:  John  11:48,  "If  we  let  Him  thus  alone,  all  men  will  believe  on  Him; 
and  the  Romans  shall  come  and  take  away  both  our  place 

.and  nation." 

Scripture:  John  11:47-57 

As  we  did  on  Sunday  and  I  mentioned  we  would  do  tonight ,  we  are  t      an- 
other step  '      ?ds  in  the  timetable  of  Jesus,   AixfekisxpHintxassHsx  In 
the  preceeding  portion  of  Scripture,  Jesus  had  rais:-  a.i  the  dead. 

It  is  at  this  point  that  the  chief  priests  and  the  Pharisees  get  their 
heads  together  an     ;in  to  formulate  their  plot  to  dispose  of  this  threat 
to  their  religion         rity.    nee  again,  this  is  prior  to  the  Peast  of 
the  Passover  which  foe  Jesus  was  xxxxiaaixxa  the  last  days  of  His  life. 
rfe  need  to  perhaps  understand  a  little  of  the  background  of  tl       c:iples 
of  this  scripture  if  we  are  to  undersl     hat  is  taking  place. 

at  had  taken  place  at  Bet      ith  the  resurrection  of  Lazarus,  had 
unnerved  the  authorities.   They  felt  threatened  and  now  had  hastily  assem- 
^_.ed  to  discuss  how  to  dispose  of  this  imposter.   The  Sanhedrin  was  the 
group  which  assembled  and  they  were  similar  to  our  Supreme  Count.   This 
group  was  made  up  of  -  harisees  and  Sadducees.   The  Pharisees  were  not  a 
political  party  and  their  sole  aim  and  interest  in  life  was  to  live  up  to 
the  letter  of  the  law.   It  didn't  matter  who  governed  tl   ,   a  long  as  they 
were  able  to  keep  the  law.        iiucees  were  just  the  opposite,   They 
were  a  political  party.   In  fact  tfe     re  the  wealthy  and  aristocratic 
party.   Hakes  them  sound  like  todays  ^publicans  doesn't  it? 
But  they  were  also  the  collaborationist  party.   So  lon^;  as  they  could  enjoy 
their  wealth  and  their  comfort  they  were  content  to  go  along  with  itone  or 
whoever  governed  their  country.   Now  all  the  priests  were  Sadducees.   The 
priests  were  the  ones  who  dominated  this  meeting  and  therefore  it  was  he 
Sadducees  who  did  all  of  the  talking.   The  Sadducees  had  a  reputation  for 

jing  very  discourteous  and  rude.   So  it  is  no  wonder  then  that  we  read, 
(vs  49),  that  Caiaphas  who  was  a  Sadducee  and  the       riest  tells  them 
that  they  are  absolutely  stupid.   He  goes  on,  (vs  50),  to  explain  that  it 
ood  thing  that  one  man  should  die  for  the  hjikxhh  all  ofvthe  people, 


rather  than  have  the  Romans  come  in  and  kill  them  all. 

w  John  interjects  here  the  theology  of  what  Caiaphas  is  saying,  (vs  51)52) 
This  is  rather  ironic  when  we  consider  that  if  v/e  look  at  the  total  signif- 
icance of  the  life  and  ministry  of  Jesus,  we  see  that  this  is  what  was  pre- 
ordained by  God  to  take  place.   It  shows  that  once  again  God  can  use  even 
evil  men  in  His  plan  for  the  salvation  of  mankind.  Here  was  Jesus,  the  Son 

rod.   A  man  who  did  nothing  but  good  while  He  walked  the  face  of  the 
earth.   And  yet  He  is  accused  of  stirring  up  the  people,  of  blasphemy,  of 
turning  the  people  against  riome  and  all  sorts  of  wild  accusations,  none  of 
which  were  true.   Yet,  this  is  part  and  parcel  of  God's  overall  strategy. 
-he  real  irony  of  this  is  to  be  found  in  the  50th  verse.   Here  we  read, 
(read  it),  this  is  the  concern  of  these  men.   Let  one  sheep  be  slaughtered 
to  save  all  the  rest.   Sacrifice  one  man  foi      ood  of  all.   We  under- 
stand :      lications  of  this  as  the  fulfillment  of  John  3:16.   But  the 

rther  irony  of  it  is  that  the  Jews  were  concerned  to  save  their  nation 
at  any  cost,  and  yet  in  about  30  short  years  laterr  in  70  A.D.  Rome  tired 
of  the  Jews  and  their  bothersome  ways,  completely  destroyed  Jerusalem  and 
leveled  it  to  the  "round.   The  very  steps  they  took  to  preserve  their  nation, 
were  the  steps  that  destroyed  it. 

I'hen  we  read,  (vs  53)  »  that  they  plotted  from  that  day  how  to  dispose  of 
Jesus,  and  Jesus  went  to  a  nearby  town  called  Ephraim  with  His  disciples. 
And  we  are  told  by  this  verse  (53)  »  tt      us  no  more  walked  openly  among 
the  Jews.   This  doesn't  mean  that  Jesus  was  intimidated  by  the  Jews,  or  that 

■as  taking  the  cowards  way  out.   It         .;ans  that  He  was  content  to 
bide  His  time  until  the  '  '        ipe     Hi      complete  His  minist:  . 
..'e  are  told  that  "Hindsight  is  better  than  fo       ,"  and  I  am      most  of 
us  have  found  this  out  for  ourselves.   Sometimes  it  makes  a  very  forceful 

ypression  on  our  minds.   It  is  always  ea  "  back  and  say,  "  ell, 

I  guess  I  really  should  have  osite  choice. 

"  l  minister  was  speaking  to  a  woaens  circle  about  his  recent  trip  t<      ia. 
Lid,  "In  rural  Russia,  I  actually  sa      'man  hitched  up  with  a  mule." 
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"I  can  Relieve  it,"  snapped  Mrs.,  Sparks.   "That  happened  when  I  got  married 

oo," 
In  the  case  of  the  Jews,  they  never  questioned  seriously  who  Jesus  was,  and 
'  .  investigated  to  the  point  that  they  wanted  to  actually  find  out  if  He  was 
the  Messiah  of  Sod.  Instead,  they  just  had  fixed  in  their  mines  that  the 
Messiah  was  going  to  come  with  an  army  and  wipe  out  all  of  their  enemies, 
and  anyone  who  came  in  an  altogether  different  way  was  an  imposter.  They 
never  questioned  if  perhaps  God  could  be  wo  -  a  new  way  to  save  His 
people,  or  that  the  will  of  God  is  not  being  done  just  as  nan  wants  it  done. 

dr  only  question  in  all  of  this  seemed  to  be,  "How  will  this  effect  my 
easfcand  my  comfort,  and  my  authority?   How  will  thiss  effect  my  position 
in  life?" 

They  were  willing  to  judge  things  not  by  right  and       ,  but  instead,  by 
their  own  comfort  and  their  own  careers  and  jobs.   Think  of  what  would  have 

ppened  if  they  had  taken  this  Jesus  seriously  as  the  Messiah,  and  supported 
Him.   The  very  thing  the;/  questioned  would  have  cone  to  pass  and  the  Romans 
could  have  been  over:      i.thout  the  loss  of  a  life.   Tae      ,  'If  we  let 
Him  thus  alone,  all  men  will  believe  on  Him."   This  could  have  been  the 

•eatest  thing  that  ever  happened  in  the  history  of  the  world. 
;  can  we  not  see  much  of  the  world  and  perhaps  even  ourselves  reflected  in 
these  Jews?   Too  often  we  come  to  Jesus  with  oily  a  half  hearted  effort,  if 
it  is  with  any  effort  at  all.   Many  are  sceptical  of  His  authority,  and  of 

i  power  to  transform  lives,  much  less  transform  their  life.   Many  offer 
half-hearted  allegiance  to  Him  because  it  may  mean  the  sacrifice  of  their 
money,  or  of  their  tine,  or  of  their  careers  and  positions.  Many  are  wrapped 
up  in  clubs  and  organizations  because  they  carry  with  them  rings  of  recog- 
nition, and  emblems  to  be  worn  in  the  lapel,  and  titles  aftervthe  name0 

it  oh  my  friends,  there  is  coming  a  life  beyond  this  one,  which  will  spell 
for  us  all  either  a  place  in  God's  kingdom,  or  a  place  in  hell.   Tow  we 
receive  this  Jesus  Christ  is  the  determining  factor.   All  of  our  man  made 
efforts  at  power  and  pr    I    and  wealth  hx  will  rot  and  fall  away,  but  what 
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we  do  with  Christ,  is  *he  most  important  thing  in  this  life.   Jan  we  h  nestly 

7  that  our  individual  hearts  are  prepared  for  eternity?   Can  we  look  in- 

ward  and  know  for  a  cestainty  that  Jesus  Christ  lives  and  dwells  within  ■•«? 

we  cannot , tonight  is  the  time  to  set  our  house  in  order.  Tonight  we 

come  and  strive  to  prepare  ourselves  to  sit  at  His  table  either  tomorrow  or 

on  Friday,   If  any  of  you  filre  struggling  with  this  and  need  some  assistance 

I  shall  be  glad  to  help,  if  you  let  me  eds.   Your  pastor  always 

dlling  to  assist  you  in  your  needs,  and  please  be  aware  of  this.   Ee- 

member  that  only  if  we  eat  and  drink  worthily  at  Hid  table  do  we  find  the 

forgiveness  of  our  sins.   And  if  we  eat  and  drink  unworthily  we  eat  and 

drink  to  our  own  damnation.   -ki   me  i  that  if  we  come  and  sup  with  Him 

are 
and  do  not  truly  belong  to  Him,  woi  profaning  the  lord's  Table.  ^Hii'^DSKKK 

cancceoixiE       ^Du::3t3nd"in::rc::wrd"tD-;£::e3u       :tisc 

;ain,  I  must  state  that  the  Lord'  i   •  per  is  not  to  be  partaken  of  just 
5  receive  a  mark  after  your  name  in  the  vearbook.   It  is  to  be  partaken  of 
by  penitent  sinners,  who  have  accepted  Christ,  and  who  are  wanting  the  for- 
giveness of  of  their  sins.   Only  you  aan  determine  where  you  stand  in 
regard  to  Jesus  Christ. 


■  : 


Christ  our  pasc         i   boen  sacrificed. 

>rej  celebrate  ,  the 

ol&   leaven  of  malio         1,  but  with  the  mnleaven 
;ad  o  :'n  tmth, 

ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Maunpv  Thursday  March  27,    '975 

The  Rev.   Ralph  C.    Link.    Pastor 
Mrs.    Eugene  Stephenson  -  Organigt 
Mr.    Ralph  Cooper  -  Cnotft  Oi rector 
Paula  Stephenson,    Nancy   Link  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP-  HOLV   COMMUNION  -7:30 
Prelupe  Music:  "Liep"  Deither 

"Deliver  Me"  Faure 

'processional   h.vmn  221        "mv  faith  looks  up  to  theem 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
*Call   to  'Worship 


•    ~^> 


/7AJ     £?*r&*<~  rr 


*  i nvocat ion 

*Call   to   Communion  ■ 

*EuqHARlST|C    PRAVER 

The  Holy  Communion 


Page    32 

*  i  met  i  tut  i  on       *agnus   de  1 
(Please  retain   elements   until 
all  are   SERven) 
*Phayer   of  Thanksgiving 
*Doxology 
Scripture:  Mark    lU:    1-16" 

Hvmn  No,    I U5         "Tib  mipnight:    anh  on  Olives  prow" 
Offering 

Offertory  "Apag id"  Li  bit 

Anthem:         "Gethsemane'1        Rogers      -  Solq-Von  Malqney 
Sermon:        "Piece  9y  Piece  -  CenacuujmJ" 
Prayer  anp   Lopp's   Prayer 
*Hymn  No*   27S  "0  Love  that  wilt  not   let  me  go" 

*Bene" ict ion  ANf  Three   Folp   Amen 

*Postlupe  "via  Dolorosa*  Battmann 

___.__-   'Congregation  Stinting  -------- 

The  Elders    anp  Deacons  wtll  seave  Communion  anp  will 
also  serve  as  ushers. 

^GOOD  FRIDAY  SERVICE  -  7:30  P.W.    -  Holv   Communion    (Pew) 


> 

7 


Z^i 


invite  all  Christians*    regapplesb  of   penomi nation 

TO    PARTAKE     OF     THE    LORD'S    SUPPER    WITH    US.         PlEaSE 

fill  out  a   Communion  carp  so   that   our  Church's 
record  will  "£  accurate.      fp  visitors   hesire  to 
receive  crenlt  at  their  home  churchj    put  the  names 

ANP  APnRESS  OF  EITHER  YOUR  PaSTOA  OR  YOUR  ChURCH  ON 

the   hack   of  the  carp   anp    it  ¥<|  ll   pe  forwarpep. 
The  Youth  are   saving   emptv   paper   towel   amp  toilet 

PAt^ER     ROLLS. 

The  Youth  also  have  a  m splay  of  Stationary  in  th£ 
pack  of  the  church  -  orrer  can  pe  taken  or  write 

YOUR    NAME     ON    THE     SLIP    -     SEE    PaM    Fr  Y    Oft    PAULA 

Stephenson. 

Mrs.    Jane  Anprews  woulp   like  to  thank   all   those   that 
sent  carps,    flowers   anr   askep   player,    amp  especially 


fcy0u   are    invitep   to  the  unpergroft   for   a   fellowship 
Hour  with  our   New  Members   our  Honor  Guests,      The   Congrega- 
tion    IS      INVITEP    ANP    ALL    THOSE    WORSHIPPING    WITH    US     THIS 
EVENING. 


fo«  all  of  Rev,    Link's 

STAY  IN  THE  HOSPITAL, 


VISITS  TURING  HER  RECENT 


Prayer:   Dear  Heavenly  Father,  Easter  brings  to  m  i  np 
the  tewperest  an^  most  meaningful  associations  of 
the  year.   It  is  a  time  for  quiet  reflection.   Let 
us  think  of  our  "Ear  ones  who  have  gone  on  rut  v-ho 

HAVE  NOT  LEFT  U8t  WHOM  WE  WILL  MEET  AGAIN.    ANP  LET 
US  THINK  OP  JeSUS,  WHO  TELLS  L*S  APOUT  THE  IMMORTALITY 
OF  LIFE,    WE  THANK  THEE  FOR  ALL  THE  THOUGHTS  WHICH 

Easter   evokes.      Haw  grateful  we  are  for   the   faith 
taught  us   ^y  jesus  christ  our  lorn  ,    that  because 
he  lives,    «e  shall  live  also,    ann   that  somepav, 
Somewhere,    somcho*,.    we   shall  meet   our   lovep  ones 
again  amp   know    them  an""1    love    them*    anp   never  be 
seperatep   from  them  anymore,      this    is    the   faith 

OF     EaSTER     DAV,      PINO     IT    CLOSELY    ANP    SECURELY     TO    OUH 

hearts  anp  therepy  "^ring  us  comfort  anp  peace  anp 
joy  in  the  knowledge  that  life  triumphs  over  peath. 
Through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lorp.   Awen. 


} 


"]  iece  By  xiece  —  Cenac 


:  14:14, 


'And  wherever  he  shall  go  in,  say 

j)tie  " 


.rp  o!|r.^wTie_ri£ 

over  withniy  disciples  I'  • 


LentT-tmeme  places 
Donate  a  thi 

i  now  called  CMACULUM",  or  CENACLE 
b  in  Jeru  in  Mosque  1st"  floor 
It  eating  room, or  latest  eshe  meal  taken 
Intrigue  surround  Js  secure  room 
V3  12. "question  by  discips 
vs  15  sends  two  on  errand 
mean  and  water  jars 
vs  14,  question  homwowner  (TEXT) 
Passwords , prearranged  plan 
Js  did  not  operate  hap-hazardly 
Luke  says,  TWith  desire, I  have  desired  to  eat 
Deliberately  brot  to  time  "■  place  4  intimacy 
Jewish  custom  ask  householder  4  use  of  house 
"     .  "    Rabbi's  meet  with  disciples 
Construction  of  house 

Ironic  2  arrivals  Js,  similar  yet  dissimilar 
1st  Bethlehem  no  room 
2nd  Jerusalem  room 
first  as  Kin^  no  room 
second  as  'criminal  room  &  last  meal 


Jn  in  Rev. 


)ld  I  stand  at  doo 

"  !-;^~ 


knock 


hear^my  vbiqg  :  op'en  t!je  door_, 
cone  "in  TTiim^ '■.  will  sup  wrCEi  farm 


i?  any  man 


r-k 


his  invite 

fWI       1!   tl 


!e  extend  2  kxxhk  householder 'whoever  B 
"  ea  us  ' 
■  have      I  w:  bl 
But  have  we  truly  opened  selves  2  Him  complete!  . 
Tendency  always  4  anyl  2  enter  relationship  Js  Xp 
on'  limited  basis- 
.e  want  Him  3  part  us,  yet  want  certain  part  3  oui 
2  have  little  private  ::ector  lie  no  touch 
But  if  we  tru  discips  It  mean  ope  self  all  way  2 
All  we  hav      ?ial  ;oo 
"   "    "   physical  lives  is  His 
"   "    "    spiritual  gifts  His  as  well 
istration  Francis  Kavergal  &  Hymn) 
is  season  penitence,!  espec  this  nite  He  begin 
suffer  aannnot  we  Ik  suff  Sarv  fell  twj      e  die  4 
us9  Cannot  we  say  this  nite,"G-uest  rm  U  ma; 

refresh  here  my  hart  Lors  Js..  mter  &  B  trues 


?ee  By  Piece  —  Cenaculum!"  v-' 

fflext:  Hark  14:14,  "And  wherever  he  shall  go  in,  say  to  the  owner  of  the  house, 
The  Piaster  saith,  ./here  is  the  guest  room,  where  I  shall  eat 
the  passover  with  my  disciples?" 

Jw.-ipture :  Hark  14:12-16 

In  dealing  with  our  theme  for  Lent,  we  have  used  places  aa  the  object  of 
our  sermons  for  each  service.   Tonight  we  are  going  to  deal  with  a  thing  and 
not  a  place.   The  thing  in  question  is  the  very  familiar  Upper  Room.   However, 
in  order  to  prolong  the  suspense  a  little,  I  have  identified  it  as  the 
"Cenaculum."   This  is  what  the  name  of  the  room  in  which  Jesus  ate  the  Last 

per  has  come  to  be  known  as.   It  is  an  eating  room  :      oraan  house  in 
which  the  "Cena"  or  supper,  or  latest  meal  was  taken.   The  room  in  -which 
Jesus  ate  the  Last  Supper  can  be  found  today  in  the  first  floor  of  the  Hosque 
En       aud  in  Jerusalem.   And  it  is  calledc  the  Cenacle,  or  Cenaculum. 

sre  is  a  certain  amount  of  intrigue  involved  in  this  story  of  Jesus  securing 
the  Upper  Hoom  for  the  last  meal.   ./hen  we  realize  that  people  were  out  to 

Jesus  and  He  was  very  acutely  aware  of  it  as  well,  we  can  see  that  this 
plot  does  justice  to  a  mystery  novel. 

3  realize  of  course  that  Jesus  was  in  Jerusalem  to  celebrate  the  lassover, 
and  His  disciples  remind  Him  of  this  and  ask  Him  where  they  should  make  the 
necessary  preparations.   So  He  sends  two  of  them  into  the  city  looking  for 
a  man  carrying  a  water  jar.   Now  this  may  seem  like  an  impossible  task  to 
look  for  a  man  carrying  a  water  jar  on  his  head  in  all  of  the  mob  that  mi1 
have  filled  Jerusalem.   But  when  we  realize  that  the  carrying  of  water  was 
considered  womens  work,  and  no  self-respecting  man  would  normally  consider 
carrying  a  water  jar,  then  we  realize  that  it  became  a  very  simple  task  to 
go  to  a  certain  place  and  to  look  for  a  man  with  a  water  jar  on  his  head. 
And  this  they  did.   But  we  must  also  look  at  it  from  the  angle  that  Jesus 
must  have  pre-arranged  this  meeting  H±x±te±s  with  this  man.   Jesus  was  not 

;  to  do  things  hap-hazardly  and  especially  in  these  last  days.   He  had 
very  deliberately  planned  His  moves  and  it  is  an  almost  certainty  that  He 
wanted  to  eat  this  one  last  meal  with  them.   Luke's  Gospel  tells  us  that  His 
words  at  the  '   5  ning  of  the  meal  were,  "With  desire  I  have  desired  to  eat 


-2- 
Passover  with  you  before  I  suffer."   This  would  mean  then  t:     e  had  deliber- 

i y  brought  them  to  this  time  and  this  moment  where  He  could  share  these 
final  intimaci  .It  was  also  a  Jewish  custom  that  pilgrims  coming 

to  Jerusalem  could  ask  a  homeowner  for  the  use  of  a  room  for  the  Feast. 

also  customary  for  Rabbi's  to  use  a  room  to  eat  this  meal  with  his  pupils. 
There  were  many  of  these  rooms  built  on  top  of  houses  and  kept  primarily  for 
this  purpose.   They  had  a  stairway  goi      the  outside,  so  it  did  not  dis- 
turb the  homeowner  when  the  guests  arrived  or  departed. 

So  the  disciples  were  instructed  that  after  they  had  located  the  man  carrying 
the  water  jar,       ire  to  follow  him  to  his  destination,  and  then  to  inquire 
where  the  guest  room  was.   The  password  seems  to  have  been,  "The  Master  saith  , 
where  is  the  guest  room  where  I  shall  eat  the  passover  with  my  disciples?" 
This  type  of  a      also  lends  itself  to  the  thought  that  these  plans  were 
p»w-&rran£wd  • 

n  we  consider  this  story  isn't  it  rather  ironic  that  th      re  two  sepa- 
rate and  distinct  times  that  Jesus  arrived  in  asmisHiiKisxxHksji  a  town  that 

filled  to  capacity,  and  the  two  results  were  aliSe  and  yet  were  dissimilar. 
The  first  time  was  when  Jesus  was  being  carried  insid -      other  and  He 
arrived  in  Bethlehem  and  there  wasn't  a  place  for  Him  to  be  born  properly. 

The  second  of  course  was  Hid  arrival  in  Jerusalem  for  the  iassover  and  there 

Upon 
was  room  for  Him.   His  arrival  into  the  world  t      as  no  room  for  Him. 

But  before  His  departure  from  this  world,  room  was  found  for  Him.   >tn 

isn't  it?,  that  when  He  arrived  as  a  King,  e&k  no  decent  quarters  could  be 

found  for  Him.   But  when  He  departed  this  life,  He  was  treated  like  a  criminal 

and  provided  with  a  good  last  meal? 

John  tells  us  in  the  book  of  Revelation  that  Jesus  says,  "Behold  I  stand  at  the 

door  and  knock;  if  any  man  hear  my  voice  and  open  the  door,  I  will  come  in 

him,  and  will  sup  with  him  and  he  with  me."   This  is  the  invitation  t 
he  extended  to  that  householder  whoever  he  may  have  been.   Phis  is  the  in- 
vitation He  is  extending  to  each  of  us.   .'e  have  pa  taken  ox  that  -upper, 
and  have  in  actuality  supped  v:'      .  we  truly  now  opened  our 


complete  selves  to  Him?  The  tendency  is  always  for  anyone  to  enter  into  a 

with  Jesus  Christ 
relationship  on  a  limited  basis.  o  be  a  pa  t  of  us,  and  yet  we 

want  a  certain  part  of  our  lives  to  remain  just  ours.   To  be  that  little 

private  secotr  that  lie  needs  not  touch.   But  if  we  are  to  be  true  disciples, 

it  means  that  we  open  ours&feves  to  Him  all  the  way.   !hat  all  we  have  in 

material  goods  is  used  and  dedicated  to  Him,   All  we  have  in  our  physical 

lives  is  His,  And  all  that  we  have  i      '  tual  gifts  is  His  as  well. 

(Illustration  of  Irancis  Havergal  &  hymn,  "I  gave  My  Life       se) 

In  this  season  of  penitence  and  especially  on  this  the  night  in  which  His 

agony  and  suffering  began,  can  we  not  look  upon  that  suffering  3ervant, 

and  feel  a  twinge  of  guilt  that  He  had  to  suffer  and  die  for  me?   Can  we 

not  say  to  Him  this  night,  "The  guest  room  where  you  may  sup  and  be  refreshed 

Lere  in  my  heart  Lord  Jesus.   Inter,  and  be  my  guest,  now  and  evermore." 


la  t  ,  not 

bo  be  the 
,  '    od  do  loved  us,  we   also 
t  to  love  one  another. 

ST.   PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
GOOD  FRIDAY  March  28,    1975 

The  Rev.    Ralph  C.    Link,   Pastor 
Mrs.   Eugene  Stephenson,   Organist 
Mr.    Ralph  Cooper,    Choir   Director 
Jodie  Marte,   Ricky  Vinroe  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF    'JORSHIP  -  HOLY    COMMUNION  _  7:30 
Prelude  Music:  "Calvary"  Rodney 

"Come  Sweet  Death"  Bach 

•Processional  Hymn   15$  "'Vhen    I   survey  the  wondrous  cross" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Call  to  Worship 
•Invocation 

•Call  to  Communion  -  Page  32 

•Eucharistic   Prayer  •Institution        *Agmjs   Dei 

The  Holy  Communion   (Please   retain   elements  until   all 
are  served) 
•Prayer  or   Thanksgiving 
•Dokology 
Scripture:  Mark    15:    16-39 

Hymn  No.    I6U  "In  the  cross  or  Christ    I    glory* 

Offering 

Offertory:  "Were  You  There?"  Spiritual 

Anthem:        "To  Calvary"   -  Rogers   -  Solo  -  Howard  Bolam 
Sermon:        "Piece  By  Piece  -  Golgotha" 
Prayer  anp  Lorp's  Prayer 
•Hymn  No.    161  "Beneath    the   cross   of  Jesus" 

•Benediction     and  Three   Pom   Amen 
•Postlude:  "Processional  from   "Crucifixion" 

StaI ner 

-    - 'Congregation   STANnlNO 

T"t        '_OER8     ■     '        1EAC0N8    WILL    SERVE    Co'*MUN10N    ANT    VI  LL 
iE<v  HERS. 


We   invite   alu  Christians,    regardless   of  denomination 
to   partake   of  the  Lord's   supper  with  us.      PtEASE 
fill  out  a  Communion  card  so  that   our   Church's   records 


,y.*-   /ut*'/'     <r*r        x.       fru,    J_#~rv*<      {S^int*. 


\t  Visitors  desire  to  receive  crepit   at   their  home 
Church,    put  the   name  aw   appress  of   either  your  Pastor 
or   your  Church  on  the   pack  of  the  carp   anp    it  will  pe 

FORWaRDEP. 

Don't  forget  our  shut-ins   anp  8enp  them  a  c--o  or   pay 
them  a  visit. 
7>n    *?**/,  rt/tJ.  e^mrr     lit*'    TUSja   ftt-HtLM-  f/,jr 

Mrs.    Annetta  Snyper   is  no*  at  Greenville  Home  for   the 


f£Lt'*f     At*-    WVJY*.. 


One  wonders  why  a  pay  that  memorializes  torture, 

PAIN    ANP    PEATH    SHOULP    El  e    CALLED    GoOP    FrI"AY.        The 
ANSWER,     OF    COURSE,      IS    THAT    THE    GREATEST    VALUES    OF    LIFE 
PO     NOT     COME    OUT    OF     THE     FORTUITOUS     ANP     THE     EASY,      PUT 
OUT    OF    THE    HARP     ANP    THE    DIFFICULT.        CHRISTIANITY     IS    No 
SWEETLY    TEXTUREP    FAITH    BY    WHICH     ITS    APHERENTS    ARE 
CARRIEP    TO    THE    SKIES    ON    FLOWERY     PEPS    OF     EASE.         It     IB    A 
RIGOROUS    FAITH,     THE    ESSENCE    OF    WHICH     IS    FQUNP    THROUGH 
SELF-PENIAL    ANP    SACRIFICE. 

A»P    THOSE    WHO    MEET     ITS     CHALLENGES    WILL    FlNP     THAT 

Goop   Friday   is  coop    indeed,    iecause  pehinp   this 

INSCRUTAPLE  UNIVERSE,  FILLEP  AS  IT  IS  WITH  HARPSHIP  ANP 
SUFFERING,  THERE  IS  A  GOOP  Gop.  One  WHO  CARES,  ONE  WHO 
LOVES  EVERY  ONE  OF  US.   THE  "AS  I S  OF  THE  GREAT  MESSAGE 

of  Goop  Friday  is  this:  "Gop  so  lovep  the  «oblp,  that 

HE  GAVE  HIS  ONLY  PEGOTTEN  SoN,  THAT  WHOSOEVER  PELIEVETH 
IN  HIM  SHOULP  NOT  PERISH,  BUT  HAVE  EVERLASTING  LIFE. 

This  is  perhaps  one  of  the  few  greatest  truths  in 

THE  .HOLE  W3RLD.   DESPITE  ALL  OF  THE  SUFFERING,  STRUGGLE, 
DISAPPOINTMENT  AND  SORROW  IN  LIFE,  THERE  IS  A  GoD  WHO 
CARES,  WHO  UNDEHSTANPS.   He  ESTEEMS  US  SO  HIGHLY  THAT 
HE  GIVES  US  FREEDOM,  AND  IN  THIS  FREEDOM  WE  OFTEN  HURT 
OURSELVES.   But  THEN  He  PICKS  US  UP  ANP  LOVINGLY  SUPPORTS 
US  IN  OUR  PAIN  ANP  STRUGGLE. 


WILL  flE  ACCURATE. 


"}. iece  Bv  iiece  —  Golgotha!" 
Text:  Hark  15:22, 

''And  they  bring  Him  unto  the  place  Golgotha,  which 
is   being  interpreted,  1'ne  place  of  a  skull.      " 

ScVfr>ture:   Hark  15:15-39 

Last'  piece  puzzle  k-   Lent  shaped  like  skull 
Golgotha/hill  outside  Jer/Js  final  act  too7:  place 
spot  v£   exec  4  crimin 
2oms.  kill  treas  ,insurrect  ,-1  Jews  deman  Js  deth 
Js  invest  by  'Janhed,:  il.  exam,Terod  exam, hack  2  iil 
Jews  stir  p.eop  ask  4  deth 

let  Barab  go,  sec       ,turn  over  soldi 
How  Js  look  fron  all  this 

icture  what  lie  die    tow  lived 
_  il  lay,  :k"ip  HflntRnce  that  !       a  i  taken  2  cross 
"   2  sold",  "Go.  soTdier  ■' -,  ure!>a?5  the  crosr,."      ' 
Js  nocked  in  barracks, carry  cross,  cannot"    Lmon 

..    ,■:,..   ._,.::._  ■ 

Gol.  ileb  for  skull/Mt  &  Jn  use/lk  Caiv&ry  =  ]  atin 
What  iki -j.l?   Gordon  Calvary 
It  bone  of  head  -of  human  contain  most  wondrous  orge 
Yet  how'  much  brains  used  3c  peop  thretened  by  man 
do  nothing  but  good? 
If  cud  ask  peop  they  defend  action,      't  He  try  B 
like  G?  But  was  HE?  Wasn't  mor  lik  try  show  G? 
n  think  hed, think  of  intell  1  lerning 
ink  abil  think  things  thru 
With  evidence  500  peop+discips+wonen,  peop  try  explai 
away  2M  yrs 

cannot  accpt  Js  Xp  Bcause  intellect 
ki^_.l  tell  them  unbelievable 
,.  Ironic  Gav  world  put  deth  top  hill  shape  lik  that 
which  disting  human  from  anime 

Hojg  tragic ,  yet  if  no  tak  place  sumthin  simil  had  hap 
D  .  Kennedy  this "AM  brenkf,  "That  if  you  or  I  were 
the  only  sinner  in  the  world,  Js  Xp  wud  still  hav 
2  B  sacrif  2  redeem  us  from  sin." 

(Ill -•  .  ]  >lish  Jew,  Love  of  God)   in  flesh 

On  this  blkst  day  hist  G  crea,wen  G  suff,die  4-  u  , 

do  not  feel  empty, grief , despair  Bcause  deth  Js 
&  yet  had  2  B,  Bcause  Jn  3:16,  God  so  loved  the  worlc" 
Always  sing,  I  tak  0  cross  thy  shad  4-  my  abid  olTI 
ask  no  other  'sunsh  than  sunsn  bis  face._  Conten_t_2 
]>  '  world  go~by.2  know  no  gain/loss.   iinful  self 

nVj    .qhains,     t!  nrv    qll     fnp.    crop.  S . 

MAI     DHAI    ,  BEING    IF2  perspec   THA  J- 

,    ..  "     :.JJ.    \  MY   ■.!.:■,    .,/      ■:. 
LJE - 


-   '  =ce  —  Solgothal" 

Text:  Mark  15:22,  "And  they  bring  Him  unto  the  place,  Golgotha,  which  is,  being 
interpreted,  The  place  of  a  skull." 

Scripture:  Mark  15:16-39 

piece 
Tonight  we  come  to  the  final  jsixKa  in  our  Lenten  puzzle,  and  it  is  piece  that 

is  shaped  like  a  skull.   It  is  Golgotha,  a  hill  outside  of  Jerusalem  on 

which  the  finall  act  in  the  earthly  life  of  Jesus  took  place.   This  was  a 

place  that  wa      nous  for  being  the  spot  of  execution  for  known  criminals. 

It  was  here  that  the  Romans  exacted  the  final  penalty  for  treason  and  all 

other  forms  of  insurrection,  directed  at  the  Soman  Empire.  '.  here  that 

■ish  authorities  and  the  people  demanded  that  He  be  taken  and  put  to 

death. 

Jesus  had  withstood  the  investigation  of  the  Sanhedrin  during  the  ksxxx  night 

and  t      ?ly  morning  hours.   He  had  stood  before  ±Jilate  and  been  examined. 

When  It  was  determined  that  ]  .s  taken  to  the  palace  of 

,  since  Galileans  were  to  be  tried  before  the  King  of  that  region.   But 
?od  was  unwilling  to  do  anything  to  Him  and  he  sent  Him  back  to  Pilate. 
So  once  again  He  was  interrogated  before  the  Soman  Procurator  and  all  the 
while  fcfes  some  of  the  Jewish  leaders  were  stirring  up  the  people  who  shouted 

His  death.   jTinally  Pilate  in  almost  despeartion,  and  unwilling  to  have 
a  riot  on  his  hands,  released  the  prisoner  Barrabas ,  scourged  Jesus  with  a 

and  turned  Him  over  to  the  soldiers  for  execution. 
t  a  sad  and  sorry  spectacle  Jesus  must  have  made  as  He  was  led  away  to  be 
prepared  for  His  execution.   Tired  from  lack  of  sleep,  sx  physically  ex- 
hausted from  the  traveling  from  place  to  place  under  the  prodding  and  poking 
of  the  Roman   i     ,  as  well  as  being  physically  exhausted  from  the  beating 
at  the  hands  of  Pilate.   Dirty  and  unkempt  from  being  in  confinement  under 
very  adverse  conditions.   All  of  these  things  must  have  made  Him  take  on  the 

sarance  of  on  actual  criminal. 
Picture  if  you  will,  this  man  who  did  nothing  but  good.   This  man  who  healed, 
who  cleansed,  who  had  compassion,  who  was  tender  enough  to  weep  at  the  death 


I      -     - 

I  of  a  dear  friend.   T,  is  man  who  did  all  that  tie  could  to  show  people  how  God 

.   them.   He  had  to  xfc&HGi:  withstand  the  shame,  the  abuse,  the  abasement, 

the  degradation,  not  to  mention  the  cruelty  of  undeserved  punishment. 

then  to  hear  the  words  from  the  mouth  of  this  Roman  leader,  "The  sentence  hxxx 

ftKHKXHasxKit  is  that  this  man  should  be  taken  to  a  cross."   And  then  to  see 

Pilate  turn  to  the  guard  and  sv  ,   ro  soldier,  and  prepare  the  cross. 

We  cannot  properly  fathom  all  of  the  suffering  and  abuse  Jesus  underwent  in 

the  short  space  of  18  hours  or  so. 

ant  through  the  mockery  by  the  soldiers  in  their  barrac   ,    was 

ra  the  burn  en  of  the  cross  bensn  of  His  instrument  of  death,  and  made  to 

carry  it  through  the  streets  of  Jerusalem  on  the  way  to  the  hill  of  execution. 

But  He  was  unable  to  do  so,  not  because  He  was  a  sissy  or  a  98  pound  wekkling, 

But  because  He  was  physically  exhausted  from  all  of  this.   And  so  another  man 

named  Simon  was  pressed  into  service  and  carried  .      we  are  told, 

im  unto  the  place  Golgotl  .    ich  is,  being  interpreted,  The 
- 
place  of      .11." 
is  the 
otha,  sax  Hebrew  word  for  skull.     is  used  in  Matthew  and  John  as  well. 

But  Luke  uses  the  Latin  word  "Calvary,"  in  his  Gospel.   If  you  have  ever  seen 

picture  of  the  place  called  Gordon's  Calvary,  you  can  understand  why  the  hill 

Id  be  called  "Skull."   It  just  resembles  a  skull. 
But  in  all  of  this  we  can  see  that  there  are  some  things  of  significance . 
The  use  of  a  place  resembling  a  skull  for  execution  stands  out  very  graphically. 

b  is  a  skull?   It  is  the  bone  that  makes  up  the  head  of  an  '  '-    idual.   It 
contains  the  most  wondrous  organ  of  the  human  body  that  God  created,  the 
brain.  Yet  how  much  in  the  way  of  brains  was  being  used  when  people  felt 
threatened  by  a  man  whose  only  cri       to  show  love  and  compassion.   Yet, 
if  we  were  to  be  able  to  interview  any  of  those  who  were  involved  I  am  sure 
t>  '  would  have  defended  their  position  very  vehemently.   After  all,  wasn't  He 
try:'.      be  like  God?   But  was  He?   Wasn't  it  more  like  He  was  trying  to 
i   them  God? 
when  we  think  of  the  head,  we  think  of  intelligence,  of  learning,  and  the 
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ability  to  thin,  thins*  through.   »-*  >*«•  a11  °f  «"  eTidmCe  f0ll°"inE  the 
4,  .„,  of  this  -  called  criminal,  how  Ho  arose  fro,  too  Srave  and  «,  seen 

about  500  People,  plus  His  disciples  and  the  women,  and  yet  men  have  tried 
;o  „xplain  it  all  away  for  almost  2000  years,  men  today  will  try  to  reason 
all  of  it  out  and  will  stats  that  they  absolutely  oannot  aeoept  Jesus  Const 
as  their  personal  lord  and  Saviour  because  their  intellectual  Knowledge  telle    j 
them  that  what  took  place  is  unbelievable. 

,ro„ic  that  the  Saviour  of  the  world  was  put  to  death  atop  a  hill  that 
looked  so  much  like  that  part  of  a  human  that  distineuishes  humans  fro.  animals. 
•  the  intellect  destroyed  Cod  in  the  flesh. 
,„  tragic.   ,et,  have  you  ever  stopped  to  think  that  if      ,ed  not  taken 
place,  something  similar  to  it  wonld  have  had  to  happen  to  redeem  mankind  from 
_  :e  at  the  mens  breakfast  this  morn:     Id,  that  X* 

ily3innerlE        .,  Jesus  Christ  would  still  have  to 

\>r    sacrificed  to  redeem  us  from  sin." 
(^lustration  of  1  dish  Jew  and  the  love  of  Go  . 

•   +.T.O  ini-tn-pv  of  God's  creation  when  ite  i.oa  m  the 
this  the  blackest  day  in  the  histoid  oi  ^oa  s 

j   „.  v,^4-  fnpi  csorae  of  the  en  tiness,  the 
flesh  suffered  and  died  for  us,  do  we  not  .eel  aome 

„ief,  the  despair  that  because  of  our  sins  He  suffered  and 
;„,  that  all  of  this  had  to  be,  because  of 

;  s0  loved  the  world  that  He  Eave  Bis  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever 
believeth  in  Him,  should  not  perish  but  have  everlastinE  life." 
,,ay  we  always  sing  as  we  will  in  a  few  none,   ,   »  the  very  depths  of  our 

shine,  than  the  sunshine  of  his  face.   Content  to  let  the  world  So  by,  to  know 
I     .,,  nor  loses.  ,,  sinful  self  my  only  shame,  my  3lory  all  the  cross. 
,„  that  cross  always  brinS  everything  into  perspective  so  that  esus 

-   c  x,    .h  of  ua  as  "My  Saviour  and  my  King.  ^7   ^ora» 
Lst  may  be  acclaimed  by  each  of  us,  as  ny 

and  my  God." 


ST.    PAUL'S   UNITED   CHURCH  OF   CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Easter  Sunday  March  ^Ot     1975 

The  Rev.    RALfH  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Eugene   Stephenson,    Organist 
Mr.   Ralph  Cooper,    Choir   Director 
Mrs,   Cyndie  Svbert  -  Youth  Choir   Director 
Ricky  Vinroe,  —  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WDRSH IP  -    11:00  A.M. 
Prelude  Music:  "Come  Ye    Faithful11  Hughes 

"Sheep  May  Safely  Graze"  Bach 

The   Si  lent  Prayer 
*The   Procesbjonal  Hymn  No,    !6*7   "Christ   the  Lor^    is   risen  today* 
*The  Ascription  -   Choral  Amen 
*The   Call  to  Worship 

Minister:      No*'   is  Christ  risen  from  the  r>EAD,    and 

become  the  first  fruits   of   them  that  slept. 
People:  For   since   by  mam  came   death,    by  man  also 

came  the   resurrection  of  the  pead. 
Minister:      For   this    corruptible  must   put  on    incorrup- 

TlON,   AND  THIS  MORTAL  MUST  PUT  ON  IMMqRTALITY, 
PeCPLE:      0  DEATH,  WHERE  IS  THY  STlNG?   0  CRAVE, 

where  is  thy  victory? 
"The  Doxology 
The  Scripture      Luke  2k',    1-3? 

The  Youth  Choir  Anthem:   "Come  Ye  Children  Sing  to  Jesus" 
*The  Affirmation  of  Faith 
Minister  and  People: 
We  believe  in  Goo,  the  only  God*  Maker  and  Ruler  of 
all  things,  Father  of  all  men;  the  source  of  all 
goodness  and  beauty,  all  truth  and  love. 
We  believe  in  Jesus  Christ,  Goo  in  the  flesh,  our 
Saviour  and  the  SavIour  of  the  world.   We  believe  in 
the  Holy  Spirit,  Goo  present  with  us  for  guidance* 
for  comfort,  and  for  strength. 

We     BELIEVE     IN    THE     FORGIVENESS     OF    SINS,      IN    THE     LIFE 
0F     PRAYER     AND     LOVE,      AND     IN     GRACE    EQUAL    TO     EVERY     NEED* 
^6     BELIEVE     IN    THE    WftflP    OF    GflD     BOTH     IN     THE    OLD    AND 

New  Testaments  as  the  sufficient  ruel  both  of  faith 

j  AND  OF  PRACTICE. 


WE  BELIEVE  rN  THE  CHURCH  AS  THE  FELLOWSHIP  FOR 
WORSHIP  AND  FOR  SERVICE  FOR  ALL  WHO  ARE  UNITED 
TO  THE  LIV ING  LoRD. 

we    believe    in  the  com  i ng   of   gon's  kingdom   upon 
earth   and    the    final   triumph    of    righteousness 
over    evil. 

We    believe    in   everlasting   life,    secured   for  each 
believer    by    the   death    and    resurrection   of   our 
Lord   Jesus  Christ. 

We  believe    that  to   Goo    he   all  Honor,    all  Glory, 
all  Dominion   and   Power,    all   Praise,    and  all 
Service,    both   now  and   foRevermore.      Amen. 
*The  Gloria  Pathi 

*The   Easter   Prayer   and   Choral  Response 
The  Offering 

The  Offertory      "The   Garden  of  Easter"  Russell 

The   Senior  Choir  Anthem     "He  Lives"   Rogers  - 

Solo  -  Richard   Barton 
The   Easter  Sermon        "Sorrow,    Joy,    and   Heartburn!" 
The  Sermon  Prayer   and   Lord's    Prayer 
*The  Hymn  of  Triumph  No.     165   "The  hay  of   resurrection! " 
*The  Benediction  and   Threefold  Amen 
*The  Postlude  "He   Lives"  Rogers 

-   -    -   -   -   -   *Congregat Jon   Standing   —  —  ——  —  —  — 

The  Uo  lovely  Lilies  that   enhance  the  Altar  may   re 
taken  after  the  Service.      If  you  wish  to  have  yours 
'given  to   a  shut-in,    it  will  be   taken   care  of. 
Serving   as   Ushers  tohay  are:    *Alvin   Tait,    Robert 

Stewart,    James  McClymonoS,   Mike  Nazaruk,    Gottlob 
I    Kradel. 

1\Deacon  and  Mrs,    Mike  Nazaruk   will  represent  Council 
/^Oat    the    door  today. 

Nursery  will  be   provided   topay   by:      Mrs.    Judy  Snyder 

and   Mrs.    Linoa  McMillin. 
The  atteasa^nce   last  Sunday  was  2~[0,  ££_fh>**& 

Hospitali zeo:      Mrs.    Kathrvne  Bancroft,    Sue  Hollefreund . 
Jooi   Marte,   Mrs.    Tresa  Nicholas.  — /** ,~ 
QUj       >  Mon.    -  7:30  -  Women1?   Mary   Prugh  Circle  meeting   at 
the   Church.  /^/*>c/a-^      f 

~^»  Wed.    -  7:30  -  Council  meeting 

Thurs,    -  The  Newsletter  will  be  published  -  please 
have  all  material  in  by  weonesnay. 


.  iiece  —  borrow,  Joy,  And  Heartburn!" 
Text:  Luke  24:1?b,  31 a, 32a 

;.Lr'  aro  naH .  and  their  eves  ware  opened  »^ri  -f:hey 


iT":.  /nxzeci  .Jim,  and  d:  i  not  our  hearts  burn  within  us 

I  journey/began  As1  id/culmin  outs id  Jer 

Js  ruci  Friday,. :-.  1st  day  wk  Sun. 

:pear  5  diff  times  this  day  of  Resurr 
As  look  scrip  vs  13  in  aftern  go  2  Emmaus  7  mi 
ics  poss  man  wife,  1  Gleopas  other  unknown 
vs  15)  Js  cum  2  them  they  no  know 
resent  interrup  by  stranger/irritask  vs  18? 
ot  mayB  authorits  dispose  body  Js  &  explain 
Js  take  2  task  4  not  know  prophs  bout  Js 
vs  28,29,  get  late  invite  stay  eat 
vs  31 ,  know  Him  break  bred 
vs  32,  ask  this  of  selves 

G  3  things  all  this  "  .     '  ■';■  "      ;  .. ;  ..  ?<'■." 

Sorrow  4  runner  Joy/know  this  by  deth  loved  1's, 
Joy  overtake  Sorrow  by  H  ^p  of  G 

-  Joy  2day  shud  B  like  cong,  (jillus  preacher) 
Js  did  all  this  &  mor  wen  arose 
1st  time  hist,  deth  no  need  fear/overcun  &  defee- 
Now  poss  pass  thru  val  shad  deth  &  stan      »  etern 
This  Js  did  resurr/shackles  deth  brok  by  -fisen  Lord 
This  why  no  cele  L.  Sup  Last. /cross  purps  &  East  JO 
2  foils  suffer  heartburn  within 
this  no  hartburn  hyper-acidity, ulcer  act  up, 
this  hartburn  cause  by  ppesence  Js  Xp  &  his  power 
spirit  blind  Em.  rd  &  warm  by  stranger  tell  pro 
(Til us  hov  ■:,   glowim:  hart') 

~  Hiis  way  is  Js  ad.  hart 

Infuse  man  5  art,*  sav  by  glow  ha 

read  life/story  Js  Waz  3gin  feel  sorrow 
sorrow  such  1  wud  hav  2  die,3cause  it  so  unfair 
But  then  meet  Him  at  table  5,  Joy  Bcause  recog 
4-  wat   3  : 

understand  al3  this  &  harts  burn  stran;;e 
warmth  Bcause  He  Lord  ■'"-.  Our  God 
Jan      victoriously  as  Job  said  long  ago, 
"I  know  that  rov  Ledeemer  liveth.  and  will  one  day 
stand  u  on  thf  ^rT^i.'-' 

,-  ■;        2    '!-  His  inexpressabl'   '  "' ■ , 


"Piece  By  1  iece  —  Jorrow,  Joy,  And  Heartburn!" 

;:  Luke  24 :17b, 31 a, 32a. 
"And  are  Sad,"  "And  their  eyes  were  opened,  and  they  recognized  Him,"  Heart 
?   i  within  us." 

v-ipture:  Luke  24:113-32 

have  now  arrived  at  the  very  end  of  the  journey  which  began  on  Ash  V/ednesday 
in  Tyre  and  :3idon,  and  now  culminates  outside  of  Jerusalem.   Jesus  was  crucified 
on  Friday  and  it  is  now  the  first  day  of  the  week  or  Sunday  as  we  know  it. 
Jesus  appeared  to  His  followers  on  five  different  occasions  during  the  day  of 
His  resurrection. 

at  our  scripture  for  this  morning,  we  find  that  it  is  in  the  after- 
noon of  that  Sunday  when  Jesus  had  arisen  from  the  tomb.   Two  of  the  disciples 
(vs  13),  are  walkinj      ;  the  road  leading  toward  Emmaus  which  was  located 
about  7  miles  from  Jerusalem.    It  is  thought  by  some  that  this  was  a  man  and 
Ing  aling  and  talking  about  what  had  happened  iks  on  Friday,  and  the 
events  as  they  had  been  reported  to  them  by  the  other  disciples  and  the  women. 

re  told  that  one  of  these  people  was  named  Cleopas ,  but  the  other  remains 
unidentified  at  this  point. 

Now  as  they  walked  along  and  tried  to  reason  all  of  this  out,  Jesus  comes  up 
to  them  and  begins  to  walk  along  ■'  them.  But  at  this  point  they  are  pre- 
vented from  recognizing  that  it  is  Him.  Jesus  asks  them  what  they  were  no 
deeply  engrossed  in  discussing  as  they  walked  along,  and  He  remarks  why  they 
are  sad.  This  was  probably  much  like  two  of  us  being  involved  in  a  very  seri- 
ous discussion  to  be  interrupted  by  another  person,  thus  lary  to 
explain  the  whole  conversation  in  order  for  the  other  person  to  understand. 

can  well  imagine  their  feelings  at  this  point  and  it  was  probably  a  source 
of  irritation,  to  explain  all  of  this  to  someone  who  quite  evidently  was  not 
aware  of  all  that  had  t„ken  place0 

So  Oleopas  answers,  "Are  you  the  only  stranger  in  Jerusalem  who  has  no  know- 
le  i   of  all  that  has  tsken  place?"   These  two  people  were  probably  in  no 
mood  to  go  into  long  explanations  about  their  friend  Jesus.   They  were  stunned 
by  His  death,  and  they  were  mourning  Him.   If  we  try  to  picture  this  in  our 
minds,  we  can  probably  see  that  they  were  thinking  that  the  autorities  had 
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done  something  to  dispose  of  the  body,  and  they  were  just  not  that  certain  that 
th   could  believe  what  they  were  being  told  by  their  other  friends. 

re  ardless  of  their  feelings  they  explained  to  this  stranger  all  that  had 
sn  place,  much  like  people  rehash  an  ixxhess  accident,  or  an  operation,  or 
a  death. 

When  they  had  completed  their  story  Jesus  takes  them  to  task  for  their  lack  of 
knowledge  concerning  the  propphecies  about  the  Christ.   But  even  when  he  went 
into  a  detailed  explanation  of  scriptures,  they  were  unable  to  recognize  Him. 
,o  when  they  arrived  at  their  destination,  theyvevidently  had  enjoyed  His 
companionship  along  the  way,  so  they  invited  Him  to  spend  the  night  at  their 
place.   It  was  late  in  the  afternoon  and  they  probably  figured  that  since  He 
was  a  stranger  in  the  area,  He  would  be  needing  a  place  to  spend  the  night,  and 
they  were  kkanxxirit  grateful  for  His  company.   In  all  probability  He  was  a  leaimed 
individual  and  they  could  pass  the  evening  discussing  the  issues  of  all  of  this. 
3u   strangely,  as  they  were  seated  s±xiiiK3cfcara±E  and  eating  together,  He  took 
the  bread  and  blessed  it,  and  broke  it,  and  as  He  gave  it  to  them,  they  saw  Him 
for  the  first  time.   And  we  read,  "Their  eyes  were  opened,  and  they  recognized 
Him."  (vsjla).   And  it  waa  at  this  point  that      experienced  a  joy  they  had 
not  felt  for  several  days.   And  even  though  He  disappeared  from  the  room,  they 
had  this  sense  of  elation  and  happiness,  and  they  began  to  question  each  other 
as  to  the  reaction  they  had  in  their  hearts  as  they  had  walked  along  the  Emmaus 
road  with  Kim,  and  He  had  quoted  the  scriptures  concerning  Himself. 
Prom  ar**x»g  this  portion  of  scripture  we  can  deduce  that  there  were  among  other 
things,  three  very  distinct  feelings  that  evolved.   There  was  "Sorrow,  Joy, 
and  Heartburn. 

Naturally  they  felt  a  sorrow  for  the  loss  of  their  beloved  Frined  Jesus.   They 
missed  Him  deeply,  and  were  shocked  when  all  of  a  sudden  the  wonderful  relatio  - 
sh:   with  Him  was  brokfen  and  He  was  gone.      .-.fas  dead,  at  the  tender  age  of 
35,  and  this  brought  on  their  deep  sense  of  sorrow.   But  as  we  can  see  from 
this  event,  sorrow  is  merely  the  forrunner  of  the  emotion  of  Joy.   We  mourn 
and  weep  for  loved  ones  who  have  passed  on.   Yet,  through  the  comfort  of  Al- 


-3- 

ity  God  ii/ith  His  Holy  Spirit,  we  can  experience  Joy.   Our  Joy  today  should 
be   oh  like  the  joy  of  a  certain  congregation  when  they  found  out  what  a  certain 
preacher  was  going  to  do  hjdcb:  for  them  with  a  certain  message. 
(Illustration  of  preacher    '  i  powerful  message,  pg  158,    7,  2400  Illusts.) 
Jesus  did  all  of  these  things  and  more,  when  He  arose  from  the  grave.   i?or  the 

st  time  in  the  history  of  man  death  was  no  longer  to  be  feared.   .Death  had 

seen  defeated  and  overcome,   Itvwas  now  possible  for  man  to  pass  through  the 

/allv  of  the  shadow  of  death  and  to  stand  before  God  in  eternity.   This  Jesus 

lad  done  with  His  resurrection.   The  shackles  of  death  were  broken  by  the  Risen 

Lord, 

Dhis  is  why  when  we  celebrate  the  Lord's  Supper  on  Easter  we  are  working  at 

Dross  purposes.  '   Jupper  is  a  memorial  of  the  death  of  Christ.  It 

observes  His  string  suffering,  His  dying  and  death.   Whereas  Easter  should  be 

a  glorious,  Joyous  day  in  which  we  forget  about  death  and  instead  worship  the 

Glo   dus  ILisen  Lord.      is  not  dead,  He  is  risen. 

followers  of 
The  two  ±rsE±a±K£  w£   Jesus  whoever  bhey  vere  also  suffered  from  Heartburn.   Th  is 

wasn't  the  heartburn  that  we  associate  with  ttesxastxH^xs*  hyper  acidity  from 

certain  foods,  or  from  an  ulcer  acting  up.   Phis  was  a  strange  Heartburn  within 

that  told  them  they  were  in  the  presence  of  a  personage  bc£  from  t'od.   They 

were  spiritually  blind  as  to  who  Jesus  really  was  on  that  Emmaus  road.  But 

their  hearts  within  them  beat  a  little  faster,  and  they  were  strangely  warmed 

by  this  stranger  who  g^ve  to  them  the  prophecien  from  God's  ford, 

(Illustration  of  boy  saved  by  a  glowing  heart) 

This  is  the  way  it  is  with  Jesus  Christ.   He  has  infused  mankind  with  the  warmth 

from  His  heart,  and  saved  us  by  that  glowing  heart „  We  read  the  life  and  story 

of  this  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  and  we  begin  to  feel  a  Sorrow.   Sorrow  that  such  a 

one  would  have  to  die,  because  it  is  all  so  unfair.  But  then  we  meet  Him  at 

tab!   and  we  have  joy  in  our  hearts  because  we  recognise  Him  for  what  Be  is. 

And  then  when  we  understand  all  of  this,  our  hearts  burn  with  a  strange  warmth 

because  He  is  our  Lord,  and  our  God.  ^k^kxsrMxxkfcctxsiiSKiiK  We  can  say  victorious- 

lv  today,  as  Job  said  so  long  ago,  "I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth,  and  will  one 
day  stand  upon  the  earth.   Thanks  be  to  God  for  His  inexpressable  gifto 
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ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  I  I :0O  A.M. 
Prelude  Music;     "Psalm  XIX"  Marcellq 

''Thanks  Be  To  Theeit        Handel 
Silent  Prayer  (Please  remain  silent  curing  Chimes) 
•Processional  Hymn  Nq.  1 gl*  "All  hail  the  power  of  Jesus 

Name" 
^Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
*Exhortat ion 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Most  Holy  Gon,  who  ddes  search 
and  purify  the  hearts  op  men!  grant  us  to  know  our- 
selves as  we  truly  are;  open  to  us  the  condition  of 
our  souls;  give  us  penitence  and  forgiveness  for  our 
Sins,  enable  us  with  steadfast  resolution  to  amend  our 
lives;  deliver  us  from  captivity  to  false  thoughts  ANr 
evil  habits,  that  with  unity  of  m i  wd  and  peace  of 
conscience  l"'e  may  have  our  full  reconciliation  with 
you,  and  be  op  the  blessed  company  of  all  your  faithful 
people;  through  Jesus  Christ  our:  Lord.   Amen." 
*Kyr(  e     (Chd-I  R,  GqngregatI  on  and  Pastor) 
'Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
*Pra:se 

*Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

"•"People:  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
*0oxoLogy  No.  |>5* 
Scripture:   I  Samuel  17:31-50 

Hymn  of  the  Month  No,  I7I  "On  wings  or  living  light" 
*Affirmation  of  our  Faith   (Apostles'  Creed) 
*Glori a  Patri 
*Call  to  Prayer 

•Pastor:   The  Lord  se  with   you. 
*People;  And  with  thy  spirit. 
*Pastqr:   Let  us  Pray,    s  ,,       , 
*Prayer  and  Prayer  Response  A"    '  **■ '<t*l   ftpr*?, 
Offering  y 

) 
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Offertory:  "Largo"  Corelli 

Anthem:  "Where  Vou  There?     ahr.   by     Burleigh 

Sermon:  "SPRING    TRAINING!" 

Prayer   and   Lord's   Prayer 
*Hymn  of  Dedication  No.    2^2      "Mid    &ll  the   traffic  of 

**SeNED I CT ION    AND    THREE     Fq LD     AMEN  THE    WAYS" 

PoStlude:  "Maestoso"  DoIGe 

--------   ^Congregation    Standing   ——————— 

The   Lovely    Flowers   on   the  Altar   have   been   placed    by 

the   Fidelity  Bible  Class   to   the  "Glory  of  God". 
Serving   as  Ushers  today  are:      *Allen  Botacchi, 

John  Redman,,    Dan   Boskq,    Robert  Knauer,    Charles   Penar. 
Deacon  Allen  Bqtacchj   will  represent  Council  at  the 

door  today. 
Nursery  will  be   provided   today   by  Mrs,    Judy  Vinroe, 

Mrs,    Betty   Carney   and  Paula   Stephenson, 
The    attendances   for   last  week  were:      Wed.    96;    Thurs.- 

222,    Fri,    196,    Easter  3CO,    ^^f^^cru    OMrrf £f*t**'* 
^P-HtjSPI  tali  Zed:      WbSJ  JSfiXcg  „flH*&ttfl+l,  ^^    fiS^     c***<t*£t£ 
Monday  -  Women's  Mary   Pruch  Circle  widL  meet   at   the 

Church  at  7:30  P.M, 
Friday  -  ARC   Progressive   Dinner   beginning   at   6-11. 
^>  Today    is   the   last   chance   on  the   first  order   going    in 

for  Stationary   for   the   Youth   Fellowship  -   see  one 

of  the  young  ladies    in  the   back  of   the  church  to  place 

your  order- 
Thurs.   -  7:^0  -  Bible   Study  -   Everyone    is  welcome. 
Butler    Fellowship  of  Churcheb    is  sponsoring    a   Faith- 

To-Fajth  Series.      April    15,    at  g:0OP,M.    Calvary  U.P. 

Church;      April  22,    at  g:00  P.M,    Saint  Andrew's   Roman 

Catholic;      April  29,    at  5:00  P.M.    North  Main   Street 

Church  of  God.      The  notice    is   on  the  Bulletin   Board 

for  mope  .(^formation.  . 

ffllcorne    vi;:1  Tor:;/:_xo.GTj_  me    nnoTjhgrV  /?*.■*  r?M  fr'-"LF& 

^J|L9W.     '*L  'liUHllfe'   HLHi^L''''i'l!lU    'l»l  TlV  pMKllTgNT"  HEARTS,      PLEAD- 
ING    rofl     VqUR    FORGIVENESS     THROUGH    JeSUS     CHRIST,      YqUR 

Son.   At  this  moment  we  confess  especially  those  sins 
by  which  we  have  brought  injury  to  Your  church — by 
OUR  SILENCE  when  we  should  have  spoken  and  sy  our 

LOVELESS    WORDS    WHEN     WE    SHOULD     HAVE    KEPT    SILENT-     HELP 
US     TO     PRESERVE     PEACE     AND    HARMONY     IN     THE    CHURCH.       In 

Jesus'  name.   Amen,         —  From  Portal-  of  Prayer 

■itic-pr.g    :/■;:!-  -   ■ip.-tt    jit.r.   a:' ';or      .airch,  pray 
nbout  it  this  week» 


^on 
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Text:  I  Samuel  17:37 

3 aid,    "IIoreTiroer.    the   Lord  who   delivered  me    out 
gl..^he   paw   of   the    lion,    and    nut   of   the   paw   of   the 

hf>a,r„     r'F!    VH   '"I     ripliimf    ^°     -tsS3L    OUt     of     the    h.nnrl     of~ 

£hj "  lhilistine."   And  Saul  said  unto  David,  "Go. 
am  -.he  Lord  be  with  thee."  " 

Basball  season/trades/warm  bench  in  choir 
Basball  in  Bib/1 st  in  Gen/ Ad  &  Jve/j  rod  Son 

Story  of  Jav, Saul, Goliath 
(preceed  scrip  &  17:51-50) 

Old  obj  lessons, bigger  harder  fall/sm  potat  hard  peel 
but  other  lessons  2  lern 
Dav  So  no  content  stand  old  tradition,  He  new  gener 
ea  gener  must  prove  self/ea  us  reflec  parents  etc 
no  need  B  bogg  dwn  inactivity  of  past, 
need  break  past  get  involved/no  sit  &   wait 

This  Dav  say  2  Saul/this  we  need  say  2  Lord  His  chur 

v  prepar  self 
all  over  country  boy, girls,  prepare  in  Spring  Traini 
Dav  did  this  own  field  endeav 
lie  master  slijjg/also  prepar  with  comm,convers  God 
lis  Spring  Training  paid  off 
Llllust  Kipling  stnrv  Scotch  Lrebbys) 
This  jest, but      >  truth  show  4th  S&ixKx  ch  Js  Xp 
show  4th  St.  I  ,  Butler,  &  lives  members 
"   ea  3  Spring  'raining  rt  now  &  prepar  G  work 
"  step  4th  courage, fr d   ,   use  noney, time, lives 
all  this  4  service  Js  Xp. 
If   j  less  Bush  leagge, minor  league  if  no  work  XpianI 
3b  Js  Xp  only  team  all  players  play  all  time 
ea  do  diff  things, but  all  play  &  opportuns  4  ea  us 
Coaches, managers  doing  past  weeks, day  , 

!  your  spirit  coach, manager,  I  urge, exhort  U 
2  get  in  there  &  fight. 
Not  4  pennant, glory, personal  fame, fortune,  but  §  Js 
osition  made  up  trickplays  dirty  players 
\ch  Satan  himself 
we  fight  his  demons,  8s  plays  called  sin 
:?emenHhfir  star-  tiIhvpt-  ,Tq  Tn  gain-,  fp-R  YlO 
We  can  win,  but  takes  psKg  prepare  selves  His  iord, 
By  Prayer,  By  Devotion  His  cause  &  Devotion  2  Him. 

i:  J  IT  IS,  ,:  .  Ci,"  EACH  DAY 


;l  ,;Ting  Training!" 

sxt:  I  Samuel  17:57, 

vid,said,  "Moreover,  the  Lord  who  delivered  ne  out  of  the  paw  of  the  lion, 
and  out  of  the  paw  of         ,   :  will  deliver  me  out  of  the 
hand  of  this  Philistine.  '!    >"   -ml  said  unto  David,  "Go,  and 

the  Lord  he  with  thee." 

sripture:  I  _>"muel  17s 52-50 

I  am  sure  that  most  of  you  are  ware  that  this  coming  week  marks  the  &b?cxh  start 

of  yet  another  baseball  season.   So  in  case  you  are  wondering  what  I  am  do in. ; 

lis  baseball  glove,  you  now  know.   Perhaps  many  of  you.  still  own  or 

possess  your  teddy  bear  which  you  had  as  a  baby,  or  your  fiust  baby  doll. 

But  my  mother  burned  my  teddy  bear,  and  this  old  baseball  glove  is  about  the 

oldest  thing  I  have  from  my  childhood.   It  may  not  look  like  much,  but  it 

still  ssr      3  purpose,  and  after  all,       ' :  in  1939. 

In  keeping  with  the  season,  I  tried  to  negotiate  a  trs     i  fch  one  of  the 

other  churches  in  town  aecently  and  I      ;ted  trading  two  elders,  and  a 

aeon  to  be  named  later,  for  one  c       other  church's  elders.   The  deal 

fell  thr  '   ,       e  two  el  involved  have  been  working  as  free  agents 

"9  a  deal  for  themselve  .     ;urally  they  shall  remain  nameless, 

even  as  they  warm  the  bench  in  the  choir. 

re  not  aware  that  baseball  plays  a  part  in  the  Bible.   In  the 

ver   "'<"'•  words  of  the  first  book  of  the  Bible  we  read  about  it„   Genesis 

1:1,  we  read,  "In  the  Big  —inning."   Or  when  in  Genesis  we  read  that  Lve 

did  eat  of  the  forbidden  fruit  and  then  Adam  did  eat.   This  is  interpreted 

return  of   ': 
ve  stole  first  and       toll   econd.   (r  the  story  of  the  prodigal 

son  (j  is  called  when  the  prodigal  son      i  home  run. 

ose  that  is  enough  to  give  you  a  flavor  of  the  brand  of  baseball  that 

'ound  in  the  Bible.   But  we  realize  at  thi       oi71  the  year  that 

baseball  teams  begin  to  get  outdoors  and  limber  up  muscles  and  bodies  that 

re  been  rather  dormant  during  the  winter  months.    his  of  course  is  called 

"spring  trainings " 

,-id  had  been  anointed      to  take  the  place  of  Sauls   Saul  was  not  the 

anointed  follower  of  3,0d   that  he  was  in      Bgi  mi    of  bis  reign. 
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turned  from  doing  God's  will  to  doing  his  own.   therefore  God  had  anointed 
r  "id  in  his  stead.   But  David  had  been  hored  to  be  a  musicin^  in  Saul's 

court  and  to  play  for  the  Icing  upon  request.   David  had  endeared  himself  to 
the  King  and  in  return  the  king  had  appointed  him  to  be  his  armor  bearer. 
Now  when  Jaul  had  gone  out  to  the  valley  of  Slah  and  had  encamped  opposite 
the  Philistines,  prepared  for  battle,  and  David  had  returned  hoije  to  continue 
tending  his  father's  sheep.   i&xxxstxxxfcfcXKK  Three  of  David's  brothers  were  in 
the  Israeli  ar:  ,       sir  father  Jesse  was  concerned  about  his  sons.   3o 
he  pad-         st  of  goodies,  much  like  a  care  package,  of  thin  s  they  liked 
and  were  not  getting  with  their  regular  army  fare,  and  he  sent  David  to  de- 
liver this  package. 

David  arrived  at  the         they  were  reparin        out  against  the  Philist- 
ines each  day  for  about  40  da   .     D  day  the  Philistines  would  line  up  on 
one  side  of  the  field  and  the  Israelis  would  line  up  on  the  other  side.   They 

Id  ticss[wxta3iHtxxa3i±xJEEE3xa3i!i  trade  insults  with  each  other,  but  so  far 
neither  one  had  begun  the  fight.   Each  day  this  huge  man  named  Goliath  would 
stride  forth  from  the  Philistine  camp  and  walk  back  and  forth  in  between  the 
the  two  armies  hurling  insults  at  the  Israelis  to  send  out  a  man  to  meet  him 
in  battle. 

Well  it  was  at  this  point  that  David  arrived  on  the  scene  and  he  saw  first- 
hand what  had  been  taking  place  for  all  these  past  days.   David  being  the 
idealisitcally  minded  youth  to  whom  this  man  posed  no  real  threat,  inquired 
as  to  want  would  happen  to  a  man  who  would  go  forth  and  kill  this  giant. 
David  could  not  understand  how  this  amn  could  intimidate  the  enitre  Israeli 
army.   His  term  .for  ..him.  was  ,  "This  unciroumcized  Philistine."  meaning  that 
he  was  a  heathen,  a  pagan,  and  outside  of  god's  kingdom,  and  he  was  at  a  loss 
to  understand  why  the  Israeli  army  did  not  overthrow  him  and  his  people  and 
w.   the  vicotry  for  God.   This  showed  very  flagrantly  the  difference  between 
David  and  3Bul.   Saul  at  this  point  In  '  hj         s  the  carnal  man.   The  one 
who  did  not  lean  completely  upon  God  for  his  help  and  strength.   But  dHavid, 
althoiu^h  young;  in  years  and  experience,  was  God's  man.   He  was  filled  with 
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the  spirit  of  God,  and  could  not  understand  why  the  Israeli  army  would  even 
1   itate  to  attack  these  Philistines. 

David  is  told  that  the  man  who  iverthrows  this  giant  will  be  handsomely  re- 
warded by  the  king.  But  David's  oldest  brother  hears  Javid  b      about  this 
state  of  affairs  and  in  typical  big  brother  fashion  proceeds  to  put  Javid  in 
his  ri  ;htful  place.   After  -,11,  here  was  big  brother  being  shown  up  by  t 
oversized  bully,  and  baby  brother  is  on  the  spot  to  see  that  his  older  brother 
is  not  the  big  hero,  he  would  like  to  be.   So  he  ma]         snide  remarks 
coneeming  Javid,  hoping  to  put  him  in  his  lace  and  not  embarrass  him  in 
front  of  his  fellow  soldiers. 

But  some  of  these  soldiers  tell  Saul  of  Javid  and  Javid  is  brought  before  the 
kin;'.         vestions  how  a  young  lad  such  as  he  with  no  experience  could 
possibly  survive  in  a  fight  with  this  fellow. 

But  Javid  assures  the  king  that  while  he  tended  his  father's  sheep  he  had  to 
V   11  ons  and  bears,  and  that  this  large  Philistine  was  no  more  of  a  threat 
than  a  lion  or  a  bear.   He  says  t    ill,  (Text),  and  Saul  gives  him  his  bless- 
ing to  go  against  Goliath. 

3  armor,  his  helmet  and  his  sword.   But   '   :  Saul  was  so 
much  bigger  than  Javid,  everything  is  too  heavy  and  cumbersome.   So  kg  instead 
he  picks  five  smooth  pebbles  from  the  nearby  brook,  and  armed  only  with  his 

vl  his  staff,  he  goes  out  to  the  field  of  battle  against  Golial  . 
ixsmxxHxxxxKxaxixDCzrax  the  rest  of  the  story  is  that  Goliath  felt  of 

resentment,  because  acting  another  armed  and  shielded  warrior,  and 

was  greeted  by  a  mere  boy.   He  cursed  Javid,  but  Javid  merely  professed  his 
belief  that  God  would  that  day  avenge  Israel  of  its  enemies  the  Philistines, 
starting  with  this  giant  Goliath.   And  Javid  placed  a  pebble  in  his  sling  an  d 
slung  it  round,  taking  aim  as  he  had  done  many  times  before,  and  let  fly. 

stone  struck  Gorbiath  in  the  temple  and  he  fell  over.   .;e  read  the  last 
part  of  verse  50  which  states,  "But  there  was  no  sword  in  the  hand  of  Javid." 

reapon  was  a  sling  and  a  smooth  round  pebble.   And  if  we  read  on 
we  find  that  Javid  took  Golaith's     •'  "rom  its  scabbard,  and  killed  him  - 


it.   How  from  this  story  all  sorts  of  object  lessons  hade  been  made.   Some 

'le  have  ppinted  out  that  the  bigger  they  are  the  harder  the;/  fall.   Small 

potatoes  are  hard  to  peel,  and  all  of  those  other  witty  saying  bo  prove  that 

it  isn't  the  big  huge  people  who  are  always  the  victors. 

reach 
You  may  maka  these  conclusions  if  you  so  choose.   But  I  see  in  this  stc  ■ 

several  things  that  perhaps  are  a  little  bit  off  the  beaten  track.   First  we 

see  that  David  was  not  willing  to  stand  on  ceremony  and  permit  a  large  bully 

to  browbeat  the  chilren  of  God.   lie  was  willing  to  step  in  and  do  what  needed 

to  be  done.   He  could  very  easily  have  looked  out  to  the  battlefield  at  this 

overly  lar^e  man,  and  quivered  and  shook  as  all  the  rest  of  them  did. 

could  have  told  the  king  how  he  thought  that  the  proper  procedure  would  be 

to  wait  until  dark,  and  then  have  the  entire  army  disappear  from  that  area. 

3ut  indtead,  he  was  willing  to  break  with  the  past  traditions  of  letting  the 

itary  take  care  of  the  situation  and  offer  his  service  to  his   '    and  his 

c   itry,  as  well  as  his.  God. 

Each  generation  that  comes  k  ve  itself.   It  must  use  the  weapons 

at  its  disposal  and  fight  the  battle  that  needs  to  be  fought.  Each  of  us  is 

what  we  are  because  of  past  conditioning,   We  are  the  reflection  mhek  most 

likely  of  what  our  parents  strove  to  instill  in  us.   But  we  need  not  become 

ed  down  by  inactivity  simply  because  our  parents  were  not  active  or  use 
some  other  excuse  for  doing  nothing.   We  need  to  break  with  the  past  and  get 
involved.  le   need  to  be  like  the  boy  who  walked  into  a  certain  office  with,,  a 
sign  under  his  arm.   The  clerk  looked  at  him  adn  the  boy  asked,  "Are  you  look- 
ing for  a  boy?"  "Why,  yes  we  are,  young  man,"  and  then  when  he  saw  the  sign 
he  became  angry  and  asked,  "Just  what  do  you  think  you  are  doing  with  that 
sign  that  was  hanging  on  our  door?"  The   boy  answered,  "It  "says,  boy  wanted, 
and  I'm  that  boy."   This  is  what  David  just  as  much  as  said  to  king  3aul,  and 
is  what  we  need  to  say  to  our  lord  in  His  church. 

we  also  see  that  David  had  prepared  himself.   All  over  our  country,  from 
Little  Leaguers  to  professional  ballplayers,  young  mm  boys  and  girls,  and 
you       are  preparing  themselves  by  Spring  Training.   David  had  indulge-  i 
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;  Training"  in  his  Eksssni  own  field  of  endeavor.  Ke  had  learned  how  to 
a  ter  a  sling  so  that  he  could  throw  with  the  best  of  them.  He  probably  knew 
just  where  each  stone  would  go  the  instant  it  left  the  slin  .      '.    iway 
the      tram  lonely  hours  in  the  fj        ;  •  tk  his  father's  sheep,  he  had 
probably  practiced  and  practiced.   But  he  had  also  prefixed  himself  £sar  with 
"Soring  Training  by  spending  a  lot  of  time  in  conversation  and  communion  with 
God.   He  knew  just  as  surely  as  he  could  knock  his  opponent  down  with  a  stone, 
that  just  as  surely  God  was  with  him.   His  "  had  stood  him  i 

good  stead. 

(Illustration  of  Kipling  and  Scotch  I resbyterians  in  battle) 
This  remark  may  have  been  made  in  jest,  but  it  should  be  a  truth  that  shows 

in  Sbc  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ  throughout  the  world.   It  should  show 
in  St.  -  anl'f   aited  Church  of  Christ  in  Butler  in  the  hearts  and  lives  of 
all  of  its  members.   We  should  each  one  be  in  "Spring  Training"right  now  ar 
p   taring  to  do  God's  work  in  this  community.   ,'e  should  step  forth  in  cour- 
age and  faith,  and  use  our  money,  our  time,   1    x   very  lives  for  the  ser- 
vice of  Jesus  Christ,   If  we  dc      ing  less,  we  cannot  be  saiiKEt  one  of  GoD's 
regulars.   We  are  minor  league,  or  bush  league  if  v/e  are  not  wor  '      our 
Christianity  in  some  shape  or  form. 

The  church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  the  only  team  on  which  kk  all  the  players  have 
the  opportunity  to  play  all  the  time.   We  each  do  not  do  the  same  things,  but 
there  are  opportunities  for  all  of  us.   o  perhaps  as  many  coaches  and  managers 
are  doing  these  past  weeks  and  days,  as  your  spiritual  coach  or  manager,  I 
need  to  exhort  and  urge  you  to  ,:;eJ;  in  there  and  fight.   There  is  work  for  all 
of  us.   The  battle  needs  to  be  fought  not  for  a  pennant  or  personal  glory, 
but  for  Jesus  C  rist.   The  opposition  is  made  up  ofl  all  sorts  of  tricky  plays 
and  players.   The  coach  of  the  other  team  is  Satan  himself,  and  we  fight 

is  host  of  demons  and  against  all  sorts  of  trick  plays  called  sin. 

Remember  how  one  of  Christ's  star      ?s   once  said,  (Text).  We  can  win, 
but  it  t  ve^  all  of  us  prpa ri     irseltes  with  His  word,  with  prayer,  and 
with  devotion  to  Him  and  His  cause.   In  other  words  it  is  "Spring  .'raining" 
each  dav  of  our  lives „ 


ST.    PAUL'S   UNITED   CHURCH  QF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Third  Sunday    in  Eastertide  April    13,     '975 

Rev.    Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Eugene   Stephenson,    Organist 
Mr.    Ralph   Cooper,    Choir   Director 
Marcia  McBride,    Mark   Fry  —   Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP    I  I :00  A.M, 
Prelude  Mug  1 c  :  "Sunday  Morning"  Bendel 

"Begide  Still  Waters"  RasleV 

Silent   Prayer    (Please   remain  silent  during   chimes) 
*pRaCESSt  qnal  Hymn  No*      272   "Love  dIvine,    ali_  loveb    excellii 
'Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

*EXHaRTATlaN 

*C0NFE3SI0N     [\U    UnISOn)      "GRACIOUS     GoD,      FATHER    OF"     OUR    LoRD 

Jesus   Christ,    you   have   promised   to   receive  us   when  we 
COME    TO   YOU.      We    confess    that   we   have    sinned    against    you 

IN    THOUGHT,     WORD     AND     DEED.        We     HAVE     P I  SOBERED     YOUR     LAW. 
WE    HAVE    NaT    loved    you    or    our    NEIGHBORS    as    we   3H0ULD. 
Forgive  us,    0  Gon„    aimo   grant   that  we  may   live   and  serve 

YOU     IN    NEWNESS     OF     L I  FE  ',     THROUGH     JeSUS     CHRIST     OUR    L.QRD,     AlMEP 

*Kyrie   (Choir.  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
*Absupance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
*Praise 

"Pastor;   '0  Lord  open  our  lips, 

*People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 

*Doxqlogy   No.  551  _2_ :'  ■  ■-■    '"    ■i--L-' ■£- —  ■  ' 

Scripture:    Psalm  hh  --  ■  ■'   ■"■■'.   ■  '---^  -  ■■■ 


HYMN;    OF    THE    M01SITH     Nq  .      f|l      "On    WlNSB     OF     LIVING     LIGHT11 

*Affirmation  of  our  Faith      (Apostles'    Creed) 
*Gldria    Patri 
*Call  to   Praver 

*Pastor  :      The   Lord   re  with   you. 
•People:     And  with  thy  spirit, 
•Pastor:      Let   us    Pray. 
*Prayer   and    Prayer  Response 
Offer  1 ng 

Offertory:        "Shi ni ng   Shore"  Thompson 

Anthem:         itMy  Cathedral11   -  McNeill 

Duet  -  Mrs.  Doris  Angeloni  and  Richard  Barton 


* 


Sermon:  "RE  -  SESSION.!11 

Prayer   and   Lord's    Prayer  God" 

"Hymn  of  Dedication  No.    SSI    "A  mighty   fortress    is   dur 

•Benediction  and   Three  Folj>   Amen 

Postlude:  "Jubilate"  Rjcholsqn 

--------  'Congregation   Standing  -  -  —  _   _   _   _ 

The   Lovely  Flowers   on  the  Altar  have    been  placed    in 
loving  memory  of  Pamela  Jean  Pflugh  by  her   Parents 
Mr.    &  Mrs.    George   P.    Pflugh, 
Serving   as   Ushers    today:      *Wally   Feder,    John   Snow, 

Mont  MacKinney,    James  Malqney  and    Steve:  Vargo 
Deacon   and  Mrs.   William  Pflugh  will  represent  Council 
s«^    at    the   door  today. 
#^" After   the   Service    today   -  short  Congregational  meeting. 
Today  -  3:00  P.M.    -  Senior   Youth   Fellowship  to  meet 
at   Church   -  will   then  go   to   Sunnyview  -  Please   bring 
a   sach  lunch   for   your  supper. 
Tonight  -  6:30»7;00  -  Youth  Choir  Practice 

7*00  -  Junior   and   Senior  Youth  Fellowship 
^^6oftball  Roster    is   being   bet   up   for  this    year    (In 

fact   by  Monday)   -    it    is    important   to    leave   ub   know 
11  in   the  Office    today   or   sign  up  on  the   bulletin  board  \ 

1 n    the    narthex, 
Nursery    is   being    provided   today  ay!      Mrs.    Betty   Pfabe, 
Mrs,    Judy  Mass art   and   Lynn  Bqsko. 
^Hosf  1  tali  2ed  :      Danny   Redman  -  Children's  Hospital; 

J}i?4fMR.     RaLPH     BoNMETT     AND    REV.     GsaNV  I  LLE    COOPER    -BCMH . 

Weo,    -  7:30  -  Golden   Circle  meeting  ^W-    WAXf-}*- 

Thurs.    -    10:30  A,M,    -  Mary  Martha   Circle   meeting 
Study  Group  at   Church* 
com3  ng   up    the  week  of 
June    16  to   June  20.      We   need  volunteer  workers    no* 
60   that    it   can  be  set  up,    -  teachers,    helpers   and   any- 
one    WHO    WOULD     LIKE     TO     ASSrST.         Ir     YOU     CAN     HELP     IN     ANY 
WAY     PLEASE     LET    US     KNOW     IN     THE    Off  I CE , 

The  folks    in  Greenville  Home   for  Aged   -  need  material 
for  aprons,    yarn,    felt  material  and   thread  , espec i  a l lv 

WHITE,      NYLON     HOSE,         THEY     ALSO     NEED     rTEG(JSTI     THAT     LeGGS 

panv  hose  come  in. 
According  to  some  members  of  our  ChngregatioN  they  have 
not  been  receiving  a  copy  of  the  Newsletter  from 
Greenville  home  -  contact  Sea  and  a  list  will  be  sent 

TO     THE     HOME.       ,     , 


1 5*ThUR6.      -     7:00    P.M.     -     BJ9LE 

^^Vacation  Sible  School  will 


*  Session I " 
:   salm  44: 

" ^rise  for  our  help,  and  red&em  us . for  Thy  mercies 
a  g."  " 

("must  "hard  timf's"') 
Question:  wat  no.  1  prob  nation? 
-iety  ana.  but  mainly  RE     EON. 
Isjhe-ces  same  prob  &  scrip  lament  of  grave  recession 
175  -  164  BC,  Syr  king  Antiochus  Epiphanes   (Ant.  IV 
want  1  relig/Gr.,no  circum, ritual, sabbath  etc. 
Jews  fled  2  hills  slaughtered 
In  Bib  no  whitewash,  tell  like  it  is 
breakdown  vss  1  to  26  Ps.  44 

(article  ^a.:  :.  , .  ,j  ■_._J..Q 

/;'.ae  things  happ  USA  'delay 

z\i&   in  essence  take  44th  Ps  as  lational  song 
Past  Thurs  Bib  study  &  remark  peep  cum  2  ch.  no  need 
many  sermons  preached. 
True!   When  sop  2day?/noticable  by  absenc 

This  prob  of  Pastor, how  reach  these  peop? 
1  thing  cert  &  that  U  R  peop  nucleus  2  work  with 
"J  here  ea  Sim,&  it  yo  r  ded  &  devo  reverse  trend 
2  your  credit  U  not  afraid  listen  serms  may  tramp 
remind  U,  U  need  changj 
This  watt  take  2  make  Xpian/tliis  w-nt  all  about 

ian  mean  accept  Xp  &  try  liv  life  &  not  lie 
t  just  Ch  attend,  but  support  all  program  Xp 
is  mean  change  life  as  God  lead  us  2  change 
/If  G  say  break  bad  habits Tdo  so: 

,22 stRTi    frequent    qnm    plar-.ps    do    SO 

Jl 2 "   pivp  nor  financial  sun^ort  Ch.  do  so 

_  'batever  G  says  do.  a  liv  this  wav  all  time 
t  only  when  serious  about  liv  Xplike  life  G 
"arts  2  get  2  us 
Kpian  "':  not  hypocrite/need  see  selves  Ps  44 
not  collectiv  but  individ, (Kobert  Burns  &  I ten) 
j elf  ACE,  but  are  we? 
/fl.-.p.-.-..""!-!  -:  ^~\^<   -  ■'.■■:  ■■■■•?  --/™t.   mispell  =  Hu  Session 
Ra  period  activity  &  cause  turnaround  our  liVe'S" 
This  isites  did,  1st  told  hist  what  G  did 
then  lament  hard  times/then  told  4saken  G/ 
then  admit  they  not  complete  rt/they  call  on  Him 
They  cried,  TEXT 
In  this  Ps  g  present  world, USA, or  selves 
Hopefully  C  selves,--  decide  way  start  change  is 
irsonal,&  3gin  with  me 

en  realize  G  no  fail  us, but  we  fail  G,can  we 
out  as  Isites  did,  "aAI^  TC.;  .■■ '  l   ..Ali.T,  .i.!J 

A,  JAKE." 


;ion!" 
Text:  Psalm  44:26,  "Arise  for  our  help,  and  redeem  us  for  thy  mercies  sake," 
t  re:   lain  44 

(Illustration  of "hard  times") 

jSk  ask  anyone  today  what  the  pxsfexa  main  problem  in  our  nation  is,  and  they  will 
respond  with  answers  like,  "unemployment,"  tight  ncney,  high  food  prices,  not 
enough  income  to  match  the  outgo,"  and  a  myriad  of  answers  which  boiled  do- 
to  one  basic  answer  spells,  'hiecession. "   We  may  think  we  have  a  grave  problem 
to  face,  and  we  do,  but  we  are  not  unique  in  this  respect.   The  chosen  people  of 
God,  the  Israelites  had  this  same  problem  in  their  history  .s  well.   Cur  3cripture 
for  this  morning  is  a  isalm  cepresenting  the  mourning  or  lamentation  for  a 
period  in  their  history  where  they  experienced  a  very  grave  recession. 
Between  175  '.  154  30  under  the  rule  of  the  Persian   '       '_ochus  IV,  o£ 
Antiochus  gpiphanes,  which  meant  "the  manifest  G-od,"  the  Jews  were  killled  and 
punishe      aot  adopting  Greek  culture  and  ways0         determined  that  all 
subjects  under  his  control  should  be  of  one  religion.   therefore,  all  Jews  were 
to  do  away  with  J:    :         observances,  their  rites  of  circumsision,  and  all 
of  the  other  Jewish  rituals. 

Naturally,  the  Jews  revolted  and  they  fled  to  the  hills,  where  they  v;ere  slaught- 
ered by  an      lent  by  Antioc':     \  ;hanes0   This  is  the  background  then  for 
this  Psalm.   The  Jews  were  a  people  who  thought  very  highly  of  their  history, 
and  were  not  ashamed  to  pass  on  all  of  it,  even  if  some  of  that  history  put 
them  in  a  bad  light.   This  is  why  we  read  in  the  Bible  of  the  immorality,  the 
cruelty,  the  sins  of  the  people  and  their  leaders.   They  were  not  content  to 
try  to        -sh  what  had  been  done  in  the  past,  but  instead  to  present  it  as 
it  truly  Max  took  place.   Today  we  Call  this,  "telling  it  like  it  is." 
In  verse  1,  the  Isalmist  be-ins  by  pp.      on   from  one  ;:enerationto  the  next 

?.lt  with  Israel  in  the  pasto   He  points  out  that  what  took  place  was 
done  by  God  and  not  to  t     ■  er  of  Israel.   Israel  achieved  the  conquests  througl 

God';3  providence. 
In  verses  4  to  H,  the  xJs-,lmist  looks  to  te  victory.   It  will  not  be 
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tchieved  by  their  military  arms  and.  weapons,  but  by  the  "Hand  of  God." 
Jut   ien  we  come  to  verse  9,  and  read  on  through  verse  16,  we  see  a  very  definite 
Lament  at  some  of  the  events  that  took  place.   They  are  put  to  shame,  and  feel 
cast  away  from  God.   They  feel  that  God  no  longer  goes  forth  with  them  when  they 
go  into  battle.   They  are  defeated  in  battle,  vs  10.   Jontinuos  exiles  cause 
then  to  feel  like  sheep  being  given  over  to  Israel's  enemies,  and  they  accuse 
God  of  selling  Israel  to  the  Syrians  for  little  or  nothing,  vss  11  &  12. 

;y  have  no  standing  among  the  nations  and  because  of  this  they  can  have  no 
pride,  vss  13  to  16.   This  was  a  cause  for  shame  among  them. 

i  in  vss  17  to  22,  they  recount  how  Israel  has  been  loyal  to  God,  and  they 
tell  how  they  have  s       dm.   They  remind  God  that  He  knows  this,  and  is  able 
to  tell  this  when  He  searches  their  hearts,  vs  21. 

Vs  22,  is  probably  a  direct  reference  to  the  slaughter  which  took  place  in  the 
attempt  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes  to  kk±skxxsxhi  make  Sikh  their  culture  conp  etely 
(  0   be    ] lenize  it  as  it  was  called. 

tn  vss  23  to  25  they  call  upon  God,  thinking  of  Him  as  being  asleep,  and.  renind- 
;fcat  they  are  in  a  state  of  mourning,  and  deep  hu    'so  that  He  knows 
is  of  their  intentions,       inally  in  the  26th  verse  they  call 
upor     in  deepest  humility  and  a     '  ,  'Arise  for  our  help,  and  redeen  us  for 
thy  mercies  sake."   They  ar     Lng  to  be  saved  through  His  mer^y,  and  they  are 
not  just  asking  this  so  they  will  not  be  humiliated  in  front  of  these  other 
nations,  but  they  are  willing  to  just  have  God  intervene,  bee      e  is  their 
God  and  they  want  to  return  to  .  im, 

rould  like  to  read  you  a  small  article  that  appeared  in  a  newspaper, 
(read,  "Lest  we  forget.")   v.:ere  it  not  for  the  last  sentence  of  this  article, 

I  am  sure  that  not  a  one  of  us  would  have  been  able  to  guess  that  this  article 
appeared  in  a  London  newspaper  while  Britain  was  being  blitzed  during  ,/orld  /ar 

II  The  very  same  thins  that  this  article  points  out,  are  coning  true  and  have 
been  in  our  uhnited  States.   We  are  in  essence  well  able  to  take  the  44th  Psalm 
as  our  national  song  in  these  times  in  which  we  live.   But  as  was  brought  out  in 
our  Bible  study  this  past  Thursday,  the  very  people  spoken  of  in  this  article,  are 


for  the  most  part  not  here.   ./here  are  the  people  who  mnde  such  an  effort  to 
be  1"  'e  on  Easter  'Sunday?   They  are  noticable  for  their  absence  this  week  and 
last,  are  they  not?   This  is  the  part  that  always  gets  to  me  as  a  lastor,  and 
that  is,  -each  those  who  are  church  members  but  refuse  to  be  Christiai  s? 

Skmxescmxks   Pve  answer  isn't  easy.   But  one  b  In,  and  that  is  you 

people  who  come  01      Lay  after  Sunday,  aii±XKKEXHHtx^EaiiftxtaxkKKsacthE:aiiiii±stBai 
xgKKkxH£x±ii±Hi5xxfckH±x2!BnHiH2txyHH  are  the  nucleus  with  which  we  must  work.   It  is 
only  thr      :ur  added  dedication  and  devotion  to  duty  that  this  trend  v/ill  be 
reversed.   It  is  to  your  credit  that  you  are  not  afraid  to  come  and  listen  to 
sermons  that  perhaps  may  tramp  on  your  toes  an      id  you  that  there  are  areas 
In  your  life  that  need  cl       .   fhis  is  what  it  takes  to  make  a  Christian. 
And  this  is  what  it  is  all  about.   To  be  a  Christian  means  to  accept  Christ  and 
then  try  to  live  the  life,  and  not  the  lie.   It  means  not  just  being  a  church 
attender,  but  a  supporter  of  all  of  the  program  of  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Thi   jeans  changing  our  lives  in  whatever  way  that  God  leads  us  to  change  them. 
If  God  begins  to  speak  to  us  about  getting  rid  of  some  bad  habits,  then 
what  we  must  do,  tell  us  to  stop  frequenting  some  business 

establishments  ssxgxHmxfeKyxHg  then  this  is  wha      ust  do,   If  God  tells  us  to 
look  at  our  financial  support  to  His  church,  then  we  better  do  this.   It  is  on 
when  we  really  give  ourselves  over  seriously  to  the  living  of  the  Christlike  life, 
that  Sod  starts  to  get  to  us.   And  if  we  are  going  to  be  members  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ,  we  can  do  nothing  else,  that  is  if  we  azn  do  not  want  to  be  labeled 
as  hypoc"  ites.   XH&HEtexifeKEHSxiHxh^Kxp&HaDcxiJ^x^ 

We  can  readily  see  how  our  nation  can  be  equated  with  this  historical  record  of 
Israel  as  found  in  Psalm  '''■.   Jut  we  need  to  see  ourselves  personally  in  this 

as  well.   It  is  always  much  easier  to  see  something  collectively,  than  it 
is  to  see  it  individually.     toberl       in  his  poei  ,       !  >use,"  wrote, 

x±xx  power  the  giver  give  us,  to  see  ourselves  as  ot      :ee  us! 
It  would  from  amny  a  blunder  free  us,  and  foolish  notion."   We  think  of  our- 
selves as  being  -•  ,  but  ho   '  ut  how  we  appear  in  someone  elses  eye? 
I  wonder  how  many  of  jov  ' ^tins  and  thought  that  the  title 


-it- 
was  misspelled?  If  you  did  you  are  wrong,   I       1  aware  of  how  the  word 

sion  is  swelled.   But  what  I  was  thinking  of  was  another  twist  ^to  this  word. 
The  prefix  in  the  regular  word  Recession  means  to  go  back,  therefore  recession 
Beans  to  move  backward,  to  lose  forward  progress.   But  for  "      e  word  ,;e  -  jessio 
using  an  S  instead  of  a  C,  the  prefix  RE  becomes,  again,  anew,  or  overa^aiu,  smi 
ito:EKanKxaxii33S  The  word  session  neans  a  period  of  activity  of  any  kind.   Bo  then 
"_te  -  jession,"  simply  means  a  new  period  of  activity,  or  a  period  of  activity 
over  again.   In  the  sense  in  which  I  .qm  using  it,  I  am  thinking  of  each  of  us 
having  gSs'ession  Hi±kxHHKH&±XKS  in  which  we  look  at  our  lives  in  an  individual 
manner  and  see  what  v/e  can  do  to  cause  a  turn  around  in  the  present  situation. 
This  is  what  the  Israelites  finally  did.  They   told  of  the  history  of  what  God 
J,or  them.   Then  they  lamented  the  fact  that  they  had  come  upon  hard  times. 
Then  they  told  how  thay  had  not  forsaken  God,  and  when  they  finally  admitted 
they  were  not  completely  right,  they  called  upon  Him  to  come  to  their  aid. 
The:   ried  out,  "Arise  for  our  help,  and  re.'eem  us  for  thy  mercies  sake." 
.ill  alori:  •  the  line  with  this  i  s  '.  can  either  see  hsekxs±s:kx  the  present  world 

situation,  or  we  can  see  the  United  otates,  or  we  can  see  ourselves.   Hoppfu! 
we  can  see  ourselves,  and  decide  that  t}ze  only  way  to  effect  change  of  anykind, 
is  to  st      '  h  the  individual.   It  takes  ea.ch  one  of  us  changing  ourselves  to 
effect  a  fctarixg  noticable  change  around  us.   Cnly  when  we  have  come  to  the  real- 
ization that  God  has  not  failed  us,  but  that  we  have  failed  God,  can  we  cry  out 
e  IsraeT     ,    pise  for  our  help,  and  redeem  us  for  Thy  mercies  sake." 


ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
butler,    pennsylvani a 
Fourth  Sunday    in   Eabtertioe  April  20.    1975 

Rev.    Ralph  C*    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs,    EuflBflE    Stephenson,    Organist 
Mr.   Ralph  Cooper,   ChoJR   Director 
Mary   Dellen,    Terry  McClimang   -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP    M  :00  A.M. 
Prelude  Music:  "After  A   Dream"  Fauhe 

"Lq,    the  Winter    is   Past"      Landqn-Paxton 
Silent  Prayer   (Please   remain  silent  during  Chimes) 
♦Processional  Hymn   Wo.       5°      "Still,    still  with    Thee" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
*_xhortat ion 

""Confession    (In  Unison)    itHave  mercv   upon   us,    0   Goo, 
according   to   thy   lo  v  i  n_—  k i  ndnes5  ',    according   to   the 
multitude  of   thv  tender  merc  i  es    blot   out  our  transgressions, 
and   our  s]n    is    ever   before  us.      purge  us   and   we   shall  be 
clean;   wash   us   and  we  shall  be  whites  than  snow*  Create 
in  us   glean  hearts,   0  god,    and   renew  a  right  spirit 
wlthtn   us.       ^ast  ub    not   away  from  thy  presence,    and  take 
not   thy  Holy  Spirit   from  us.      Amen," 
•Kyrie  (Choir,    Congregation  and  Pastor) 

•Assurance   of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
*Pr* ise 

*Pastor:      '0  Lord   open  our   lips. 

•People:      And   our  mouth   shall   show   fqrthy   thy   praise 
•Dqxology        No.    55' 
Scripture:  Exodus   23:    20-33 

Hymn  of  the  Month  No.     I7I         "On  wingb   of   living  light" 
♦Affirmation  of  our   Faith        (Apostles1    Creed) 
*Glqr 1  a   Patri 
•Call  to   Prayer 

•Pastor:      The   Lord   be  with  you. 
•Peoples      And  with  thy  spirit. 
•Pastor:      Let  us   Pray. 
•Prayer   and   Prayer   Response 
Offer  1 ng 

Offertory:  "Sins  With    the  Spirit"  Baylor 

1        jqphone   Duet:      "Fairest    Lord  Jesus*     -  Bos   Dellen  and 

RqL    Thompson 


Sermon:  "THE  STING!" 

Prayer   and   Lord's  Prayer 
•Hymn  of  Dedication  No,    123  "Within  the   Father's   house" 
•Benediction   and   Three   Fold  Amen 
Postlude:  "Fi nale"  Sergisson 

_________  *Con_re_at ion  Stand  ins  ------ 

The  Lovely  Flowers   on  the   Altar   have   seen  placed   by 

Mrs.    Gale   Leighton    in  memory  of    "Parents"  -  Mr.    & 

Mrs.    A,    G,    Raabe. 
Serving   as  Ushers  today  are:      *Dav]p  Curtis,    Rqbqie 

Vinroe,    Robert  Dellen,    Brian   Pfase   and  Steve  Smith. 
Deacon   and  Mrs.    David   Curtis  will  represent   Council 

at   the   door   today. 
Nursery    is   provided    today  by  Mrs.    Martha   Derwegk  i  , 

Barbara  Vargo   and   Nancy   Link. 
The  attendance   last   Sunday  was  215 
Hospitalized:     Rev,    Granville   Cooper  -  Maxi   Care   at 

BCMH  -  Mrs.    Cooper  said  he  was  over  the  hump  now, 
Monday  -   7:30  -   FIDELITY  BIBLE   CLASS  -   and  Silent 

Auctjqn, 
Tuesday  -  7:30  -  BOARD  OF  CHRISTIAN   EDUCATION  meeting. 
Thurs.    -   7:00  -   Every   Thurs,    -  Bible   Study  Group. 
Tues.    -  8:00  -  Faith  to   Faith  Service  -  St.    Andrew's 

Roman  Catholic   Church   -  Rt.    S  North. 
Mrs.    Kathryne  Bancroft  would   like   to   thank   all  those 

THAT  SENT  CARPB  AND  GET  WELL  WISHES  WHILE  SHE  WAS 

1 n  the  Hospital. 
Danny  Redman  is  home  now  and  they  would  like  to  thank 

the  Congregation  for  cards  and  prayers. 
Mr.  Ralph  Bonnett  would  like  to  express  his  gratitude 

eor  all  the  cards  that  he  received  while  he  was 

HoBPl TALIZED. 

We   sent   to  a   new  place   to   purchase  Bibles    "The  Living 
Bible"   -  They  will   cost   $7-25   th*s    is   the  most 
reasonable  that  we   have  been  able   to  purchase   them, 
a  new  order  will  be  going   in  the   first  of  the  week 
should   you   be    interested    , 

If  YOU  ARE  INTERESTED  IN  HELPING  WITH  VACATION  BlBLE 

School  please  let  us  know  *n  the  Office  -  so  that 

IT  CAN  BE  SET  UP  -  HOPEFULLY  BY  THE  BoARO   OP  CHRIST- 
IAN Education  meeting  Tues.  We  need  helpers  and  teachers 

AND  DRIVERS  POSSIBLY. 


"The   S*ing!" 
Text:    Pxodus   23:28,    "And   I   will   send  hornets   before 
thf     t    which   shall  drive   our   rue   davite.    the   OanaanXti 
an.^.  ecu    liittifee   I'rom   fa'erore   tliee." 

scripture:  Exodus  23:20-33 

^inal  section  laws  of  covenant 
actual  not  laws  but , proms, warns, reminds 
final  instructs  4  conquest  Canaan 
G  no  admon  2  keep  code/law, but  obey  angel 
_.yflc°te  20-27 
■Thftn  tPP/  vs  28 
3  smallest  insects  in  Bib?  2  pets/1  evil  insect 
rk12:42,   idowa  mites/Prov  28:1, wicked  flee, 
when  no  man  pursueth. 
G  say  He  pursue  Is  enemies  like  swarm  hornets 
Palestine  hornet/yell, red-brn  fierce/attack  hon  B 
take  over  hive/easy  arouse/sting, suck  out  fluids 
This  good  illua  G  &  His  enemies 

Bnjoy  L'T  story  St  our  time  parallel/repitit  history 
In  told  hist  repeat  self 

Bi  Gen  Apr  18,75/  .   evere  fite  4  liberty  &  Is'/?/ 
parallels. 
Jan  we  not  C,ang  L  is  Jc  Sj    set  34  us  life/deth? 

"  G  &  hornets  dn  thru  yrs  oerthrow  wrong? 
"   "  all  this  no  dun  days  time?  3ever  centur 
This  oerall  vue  this  Scrip/but  take  1  vs  »  vs  ?P> 
record  horns  in  scrip  &  fig  speech  by  G  !  iow 
power  Ss  night, 

at  wat  G  say  no  do, they  did 

■g  G  deth  £:  de struct /heaths  stay  heaths  even  unde 
they  meet  deth  &  destroyed 
Bcause       -  deth  curse  of  sin/P  'inm  wage  sin  det 
Also  P  say,  "8TIITG  OP  DPTIl  18  8IK."    "'        — " 
"ing  from  G  not  only  heath  nation, but  alb  mankin 
G  prom  dri  Hiv,  Carta,  Hi  t^I  sure  we  no  C-2  many  these 
At  least  not  in  flesh, but  we  C  in  spirit 

■3d  cheat, steal, immor  all  part  society 
..e  can  C  these  Hiv,Cana,PIits,own  lives  if  own  up 
But  prom  G  is  dri  ouflittle  by  little"  vs  30 
G  faithful  promises  made  2  all  gener  if  obey  Him 
us  lite  on  horiz  Bgin  2  glo  P  all  not  lost  yet 
Trend  bak  2  Amerism/B  patrio  popular/Ams  look  herita 
want  set  nation  princip  4  which  founded/mov  hrts  pe 
ft   no  do/nor  politics/only  accomp  U  &  me 

(Nu  ^ren  rex/all  moves  strt  1 

Canno  change  nother  pers-change  self/canno  ch  church 
coram, un  /canno  ch  nation  unless  ch 

peop 


1 

.ting!" 
Lll 
Text:  Exodus  23:28,        xftsil  send  mrk  hornets  before  thee,  which  shall 

drive  out  the  Hivite,  the  Canaanite ,  ond  the  Hittite, 
from  before  thee." 

Ccripture:  Exodus  23:20-35 

ur  scripture  for  this  mornin      the  final  section  of  the  laws  of  the  Covenant. 
Actually  it  consists  not  of  laws,  but  of  some  promises,  warnings,  and  reminder  . 
These  are  the  final  instructions  for  the  conquest  of  Canaan.   God  does  not  ad- 
monish the  people  to  keep  the  code,  or  the  law,  but  instead  lie  instructs  them 
to  obey  the  angel.  Vss  20,  21,  God  is  telling  them  that  there  will  be  a  guiding 
angel        'ith  them,  and  if  they  follow  they  will  bp  brought  to  the  land  pre- 
pared forvthem,   But  even     i   God  speaks  of  thi  ■  it  is  a  one 
of  His  messengers,  God  lets  it  be  known  that  the  angel  Himself  is  God.  We  see 
this  in  the  last  part  of  vs  21,  "-For  my  name  is  in  him."   Thesecpeople  always 
demanded  and  wanted  a  sign  "rora  God.   Ghow  us  a  sign,  let  us  know  that  this  is 
from  you.   He  went  before  them  in  a  cloud  by  day  and  a  pillar  of  fire  by  nj  '  . 
He- provided  them  with  manna,  a  visible  evidence  they  were  being  fed  by  the  hi 
of  God.   Ee  provided  water  from  a  rock  for  them  at  Moreb.   All  of  these  things 
were  visible  and  outward  signs  that  God  ii?as  with  them. 
How  He  was  giving  them  yet  another  outward  sign  that  He  was  with  them  bjj  sending 

before  them.   God  promises  that  He  will  be  an  enemy  to  their  enemies, 
and  an  adversary  to  their  adversaries,  vs  22.   iho  could  ask  for  anything  more? 
God  was  willing  to  go  before  them  and  to  drive  out  the  :>xaorites,  the  Hittites, 
the  -erizzites,  the  Canaanites,  the  llivites,  and  the  Jebusites,  vs  23.   The  only 
stipulation  was  that  they  were  not  to  bow  is  down  to  their  heathen  idols. 

an  follows  the  blessings  to  come  from  God;  water  that  is  good,  bread  that  is 
good,  no  sickness,  no  miscarriages  or  stillbirths  among  them  and  their  cattle. 
k   fmll  life.   All  of  these  biifes sings  to  be  fulfilled  if  only  they  will  follow 
God.   Think  of  the  Utopia  the-e  people  could  have  had. 

said,  "I  will  send  hornets  before  thee,  which  shall  drive  out      ivite, 
the  Canaanite,  and  the  Hittite,  from  before  theee"   I  wonder  if  you  know  which 
are  the  three  smallest  insects  spoken  of  in  the  GibleS   Two  of  them  were  pets, 


and  the  third  was  very  evil.   The  two  pets  are  spoken  of  in  Mark  12:42  where  we 
re?  '  that  a  widow  came  to  the  treasury  of  the  Temple  and  put  in  her  two  mites. 
The  other  insect  that  was  evil  is  found  in  proverbs  28:1  where  we  read,  "The 

:ed  flee,"  and  after  it  are  the  words,  "When  no  man  pursueth."    11  anyhow, 
God  is  saying  that  he  will  pursue  the  enemies  of  the  Israelites  like  a  swarm  of 
insects.   In  I alestine  there  is  a  hornet  that  is  rather  large.  It  is  yellow 
and  red-t>rown  in  color.   It       •    enemy  of  the  honeybee,  for  it  will  lie  in 
ambush  near  the  hive,  and  if  given  the  opportunity  will  invade  the  hive  and 
destroy  the  bees.   This  hornet  is  very  fierce  and  its  sting  paralyzes  its  victim, 
and  it  then  proceeds  to  suck  the  vital  fluids  from  its  prey.   They  are  oas: 
aroused  and  will  sting  anyone  who  distrubs  them.   Thus  we  can  see  that  this  is 
a  good  :  ation-JOsSt  tod  is  using  to  state  how  the  ene::: 

of  Israel.      ;oes  on  to  say,  (vS.29-30)  ,  that  little  by  little  they  will  be 
overcome,  Much  like  the  hornet  striking  its  victim  and  paralyzing  it  and  then 
s?  fly  destroying  It.   Then  also  little  by  little  the  Israelites  will  spread 
out  over  the  land  and  they  will  have  the  inheritance  they  have  been  promised. 

I  ennoy  reading  thevOld  Testament  stories  and  then  looking  at  them  to  see  how 
they  are  paralleled  in  latter  days  and  in  particular  in  our  own  times.   Perhaps 

-   do  not  always  suit  all  of  our  circumstances,  but  I  see  in  most  of  the 
repetition  of  history  if  nothing  else.    o  have  been  told  by  many  people  that 

should  take  note  of  history  for  it  has  a  habit  of  being  repeated.  "&££?%&% 
$  b^inMas^--sT  /^-°  Bi-Centennial  of  our  nation*  for  i::  ras  hh  air "wiwl- 
^JJ.rL    ^Lppil  /^  ^75       anl  Revere  made  his  famous  ride  to  announce  the 
arrival  of         troops  to  jisxtocfekiK  begin  the  fight  for  liberty  our  fore- 
fathers fought.   If  we  look  at  this  portion  of  scripture  can  we  not  see  the 
parallels  there?   Can  we  not  for  Instance  know  and  understand  that  the^iffr£4  of 
tv^  lord  came  in  the  form  og  Jesus  Christ,  and  set  before  us  the  way  of  life  and 
death?   Can  we  not  see  that  H*  sent  His  hornets  before  us  to  drive  out  those  who 
down  through  the  years  have  sought  to  overthrow  everything  that  is  good  and 
right  and  decent?  Can  we  not  see  that  all  of  this  was  not  done  in  a  days  time, 
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but  it  was  done  over  a  period  of  several  centuries?  Now  this  is  a±i  an  overall 
vir   of  this  portion  of  scripture.   But  I  would  like  to  take  it  and  use  just 
one  verse  as  my  text,  to  pictiure  what  I  am  trying  to  say. 

In  verse  23  we  read:  "And  I  will  send  hornets  before  thee,  which  shall  drive  out 
the  Hivite,  the  Canaanite,  and  the  Hittite,  from  before  thee."   God  is  promising 
to  put  a  Sting  in  His  mighty  work.   We  r  .alize  of  course  that  there  is  no  record 
of  a  swarm  of  hornets  going  out  before  the  Israelites  to  overcome  their  enemies, 
and  that  this  is  just  a  figure  of  speech  used  by  God  to  xkmsi  demonstrate  His 
power,  and  might.   But  God  told  them  lie  would  drive  their  enemies  out  from  be- 
froe  them  and  they  were  not  to  worship  their  gods  or  to  become  a  part  of  these 
heathen  people.   And  yet  what  happened?  Just  the  very  things  that  God  told  them 
not  to  do  are  the  things  they  did. 

if  we  examine  this  in  the  light  of  scripture  we  see  that  the  sting  of  God 
took  on  the  form  of  death  and  destruction.   Those  who  were  heathens  and  remained 
hr  -hens,  even  under  the  influence  of  the  Godly  Jewish  people  met  death  and  were 
destroyed.  We  read  that  because  of  the  sin  of  Adam  and  Hve  that  xxxxxxxxxxuZsiz 
death  became  the  curse  for  sin .4  OUlUl  1—  Paul^writes,  'The  sting  o±  death  is  sin. 
So  we  realize  th<        "rom  God  not  only  to  the  heathen  nations  around  Israel, 
tout  to  all  mankind  was  death. 

The  pre  lis  e  "Tom  God  was  that  I  '    ting  would  drive  out  the  Hivite,  the  Canaanite 
and  the  Hittite.   I  am  sure  that  I  have  not  seen  any  Ilivites,  Janaanites,  or 
■Sites  recently.  m±   At  least  we  have  not  seen  them  in  the  flesh.   But  we 
have  seen  them  in  the  spirit.   'e  have  seen  them  in  the  widespread  cheatin  , 
and  stealing,  and  immorality  that  is  rampant  in  all  parts  of  our  society.   e 
have  seen  some  of  these  Eivites,  Canaaanites  and  Hitties  right  in  ma  our  own 
lives  if  we  are  willing  to  own  up  to  it.   Hut  the  promise  of  God  is  that 
will  drive  them  out  from  before  His  people.   He  said,  "By  little  and  little  I 

.1  drive  them  out  from  before  thee,  until  thou  increase  and  inherit  the  land." 
I  believe  that  God  is  faithful  to  His  promises  at  the  time  when 
and  for  future  gen  erations  to  come  if  they  will  obey  i     .      ■  I  see  in  this 


-4- 

re  is  a  current  trend  back  to  Americanism.  That  means  fca:  that  it  is  becoming 

po1"  nar  to  be  patriotic  once  again.   A  large  portion  of  this  due  to  the  fact 

that  Americans  are  looking  once  again  at  our  heritage  and  wanting  to  set  our 

nation  upon  those  principles  for  which  it  v/as  founded.   But  it  is  a  movement 

that  must  have  itse  very  roots  and  its  start  in  the  people  themselves. 

Government  cannot  do  it,  nor  can  politicians.   It  can  only  be  accomplished  by 

you  and  me.   'There  is  currently  a  new  revival  in  religion  and  in  turning  toward 

God. 

Just  this  t      :•""  on  television  Bob  uope  had  a  special  show  whic      filmed 

on  the  campus's  of  different  colleges.   At  a  small  college  in  Texas,  one  young 

man  stated  his  preference  for  this  college  because  it  had  a  Christian  atmosphere 

to  it.       we  can  see  that  sh  many  of  our  young  people  are  being  reached  by 

the  efforts  of  Christian  organizations  and  groups  who  are  concerned  about  the 

isksamxstS.   young  people  and  what  they  will  or  will  not  do  in  oub  world. 

all  of  this  starts  as  all  movements  must  start,  with  the  individual. 

cannot  change  another  person  unless  we  change  ourselves.   We  cannot  look  to  the 

other  churches  in  the  community  and  find  fault  with  what  they  do  or  do  not  do, 

until  we  look  at  what  we  are  doing.      cannot  judge  the  entire  nation  until 

we  are  willing  to  judge  ourselves  as  a  part  of  that  nation. 

It  all  boils  down  to  a  return  to  the  things  that  are  right  and  just,  and  proper. 
Our  nation  can  feel  "The  3ting"of  God  if  they  will  heed  the  words 
God  spoke  to  .jolomon  in  2  Chronicles  MXfehxwSE±s  that  ring  just  Qs  In       clear 
today 
:he  very  moment  He  spo":e  them  to  that  wise  king,  He  said;  "If  my  peorjle  who 

are  called  by  my  name,  shall  humble  themselves  and  pray,  and  seek  my  face,  and 

turn  from  their  wicked  ways,  then  ''/ill  I  hear  from  heaven,  and  will  forgive  their 

sin,  and  will  heal  their  land."   "And  I  will  send  hornets  before  thee,  which 

shall  drive  out  the  Hivite,  the  Canaanite,  and  the  Kittite  from  before  thee." 


Fifth  Sunday 
Rev 


ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  Or  CHRIST 
Sutler,    Pennsylvani a 
IN  Eastertide  April  2|»    '975 

Ralph   C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Eugene  Stephenson,    Organist 
Mrs.    Cynoie  Sybert,   Jr.    Choir   Director 
Mary   Dellen,    Terrv  McCl I  mans   -  Acolytes 

ORDER   OF  WORSHIP       I  I  :  00  A.M. 
Prelude  Music!  ''Salute  to   Tscha  ikowsky" 

Apr.    25t    ISUGMDct.    16,    1 S93 
Silent   Prayer    (Please  remain  silent   during   Chimes) 

♦Processional   Hymn  Mo.    4^      "Father,    we   fraise   Thee" 

'Ascription  -  Choral   Amen 

''Exhortation 

'Confession   (In  Unison)    "Most  Merciful  Father,    who  hast 
set  us    in   communities,    and  bounp  us  together   by   common 
duties    and  sympathies,    we   lift   our  hearts   to    thee   and 
pray  with  one  accord   that  thou  wouldst  send   thy  rlessung 
upon  our  glty  and  nation*   prospering  every  honest  man, 
sweeping  away   every   temptation  to  evil,    delivering  the 
weak  of  our   people   from   intemperance   and   vice  of  every 
kino,    feeding  menrs  hands  with  labour  and  their  mouths 
with  bread,    and   spreading   through   every  home  thy  love 
ano  knowledge,   that  we  may  praise  thee  evermore  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lo«n.      Amen.it 

•Kyrie  (Choir,    Congregation  ano   Pastor) 

'Assurance   of   Pardon  -   Choral  Amen 

*Praise 

'Pastor!   '0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

'People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 

'Doxology   No-  55' 
Scripture:     2  Kings  20: 
Hymn  of  the  Month  No.  17' 

•Affirmation  qf  our  Faith 


I  {flcAff*.  ;?Si 


'Gloria  Patri 
'Call  to  Prayer 

'Pastor"   The  Lord  be  with  vou. 

'People:   And  with  thy  spirit. 

'Pastor:  Let  us  Prav. 
•Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 


"On  wtngs  of  living  li&h- 
(Statement  of  Faith) 
Front  of  Hymnal 


Offer  I ng 

Offertory:    "Theme  from  Symphony  No.    6  - 

Tscha rkowsKY 
Anthem:      "Do    Lord"    and    "Now   Let   Ue    Sing11    Youth  Chojr 
Sermon!  "THE  LOST  DAY]" 

Prayer   and  Lord's   Prayer 
'Hymn   of   Dedication  No.    207    "Jesus   calls  usn 
'Benediction  and   Three   Fqld   Amen 
PoSTLUDEi  "Chanson  Triste"  Tschaikoweky 

---------    *CrJNGREGATloN     St AND  I NG    ------ 

The   Lovely  Flowers   on   the   Altar   Have  been  placed  by 
Mr,    &Mrs.   William  Zavackv,    Jr,    in   loving   memory 
of   OoiHb'b  Mother. 

Serving   as   Ushers   today   are!      'Don  Kingsley,    Daryl  Tait, 
John  Dreher,    Gary   Penar  and  Richard  Mangel. 

Deacon  ano   Mrs.    Charles   Penar   will   represent  Council 

AT     THE     [lOOR     TODAY. 

Nursery  will  se   provided  today  py  Mrs.    Virginia  Mangel, 
Mrs,    Linda   Curtis    and  Jooi    Marte. 
The   attendance   Last   Sunday  was    17^- 

Reservations    ape   due   today   for  the  ARC  Class  Theatre 
Party   on  May  9*      Evelyn  Kennedy  and   Paul  Pfabe  will     . 
accept   Reservations.      Refreshments   will    be    served     ^       C&J 
^•s,  at    the   Church   following  the   play.         f--    /">/     ^-/t*^    & 
^  Coming    Events   -  May    \U  -  Mother   and    Daughter  Banquet.    T^fflsF 
■^     May    II    -  Mothers  Day  -  festival  of  Christian  Home.    f\XT~ 
—^  May    18  -   Pentecost  -  Holy   Communion,    New  memsers   will 

BE  RECEIVED  AT  THIS  TIME.    If  YOU  KNOW  OF  ANYONE 

Interested  (n  Joining  the  Church  please  leave  the 
Pastor  know  now. 
■>™~Every  Thursday  -  Bible  Study  here  at  the  Church-J-CO. 
"^*  I f  you  are  Interested  in  helping  with  Vacation  Bible 

School,  please  leave  us  know  in  the  Office, 
^P   If  vou  have  a  rocker  that  you  no  longer  need  or  want 

WE     NEED     ONE     IN     THE    NURSERY     DePT. 

We  wish  to   congratulate  John  Wogan  on   h+s   marriage 
yesterday   and   extend  our   Best  Wishes. 
^"  Rev,    Granville   Cooper    is    Still  Hosp'talijed  -BCMH, 

Mr,    Leo   Baldauf   has   been  moved   to  Suwnyv i ew  Home. 

!f   vou    are    interested    in  bringing   someone  who    is   not 
able  to  drive  anymore,    please   leave  us   know   in  the 
office*      Some  people  would    like   to   COME    IF  they  COULD 

GET     HERE,  T&&P     /"» if^f^f  *~ 

A+rt%   at  rr.    -  £-*>*■ ***>/**    ft*-    c&#*¥t    ^s?. 


lie  Lost  Day!" 

Tex4"  2  Kings  20:11,  "And  Isaiah  the  prophet,  cried 

the  Lord;  and  He  brought  the  shadow  ten  degrees 
?.l,  by  which  it  11  in  the  dial  of 

Ahaz*" 

ire:  2  Kings  20:1-11 
iry  1  interest  time/clock  in  Jalv  pulpit 
(Illus.  ;randf at her ' 

from  earl  time  peop       svice  t        , 
from  ancie:         iin  dial  -  sophis  nuclear  clock 
recent  set  time  accurate  2  -  sever  1000ths  second 
Those  read  "Bluprint  4  success  liv"  no  doubt  rec 
scrip  this  AM  as  oortion  red  this  past  week 
ings  20:1-11) 
ories  like  this  greet  many  ways/3  schools  thot 
if  no  3,  at  least  2/ministers  Denoms  in  3  groups 
ieralists,  literal  interp  of  Bible 

2  middle  roaders,  lean  1  way  or  other 

3  liberals  do  not  Blieve  most  Bib,  &  other  thin 
U  free  2  choose/but  I  Blieve  if  we  part  G  enure 

we  need  accep  scrips  in  proper  way/&  again  make  choi 
Josh  tell  Isites,T'Choose  this  day  whom  u  will  serv, 
whether  B  G  of  faths  whom  served  oth  sid  Jord,or  g's 
of  Amorites  among  whom  liv."  He  say, He  serv  Lor  G  Al, 
I  stand  on  this  &  literal  interp/Blieve  miracs  tru 
But  if  ask  every  comma, punc  just  exact  as  G  hand  dvm 
I  say  Ho/reaa  ea  transl  make  change  alter,?--  rearrang 
It  disturb  me  my  Colleague  no  accep  ,,'rd   , 
"   2  "   "  hear  laymen  say  this  as  well 
This  past  wk  1  coll  say  humanist, he  nameless, 
t  humanist  say  hum  solve  world  prob/no  Bliev  G 
So  -e-rioose  whom  you  will  serv/if  willing  aline  self 
with  thos  doubt  authent  scrip ,U  aline  all  sort  unGly 
rov/disprov  scrip/ark  examp/prov  much 
others  no  prov 

prob  unbel  is  inabil  2  prov  &  disprov  Bib  story 
But'G  work  His  timetable  if  we  patient  enuf  wait 
wat  wucl  U  say  if  I  say  can  prov  this  port  script? 
"        «   "   "   "   "   2  can  prov  nother  scrip  also  ? 

think  this  corny  story/or  try  prov  sumthing 
in  a  fuzzy  manner/B4  ush  rush  4  medic  assist, let  me 
add  by  end  of  follow  illus  I  hope  U  convinced  that 

G  s til  reveal  self  thru  Word,&  Word  accur  &  true 
(Illustration  of  missing  day) 

kink  U  must  admit  pretty  astound  discov/tooh  3. 
: lis  just, grind  out  revel  exceed  slow, 

but  fine.  .  ,  ' 

■veal   self   2day  if  man  wxll  2   seek,&  hav  Him 


speak  2  us  from  His  Uord, 
Sum  Bib  schols  hav  us  look  these  story  as  Just  story 
But  I  Blieve  this  shud  B  credit  2  3?ound  Dept, 
shud  show  1nce  mor  rebels  of  G  are  real 
This  not  only  makes  2  acents  Blievable,  but  makelT 
all  revels  of  G  thru  Xp  just  that  mor  wonderful. 
Out  of  all  Bib  luv  of  G  shines  4-th, 

jratest  revel  was  Lord  Bav  Js  Xp.         »*- 


Thanks  B  2  G,  that  there  no  "Lost  Bays"  in  his  plans 
&  that  wa  can  share  in  His  plan,  by  the  acceptance 
of  His  Gift,  His  Bon  Jesus  Christ. 


"The  L(      y!" 

Text:  2       20:11,  "And  Isaiah  the  prophet  ,  cried  unto  the  Lord;  and 

brought  the  shadow  ka&k  ten  degrees  backward,  by  which 
^—  it  had  gone  down  in  the  dial  of  Ahaz." 

Scripture     Lngs  20:1-11 

(Illustration  of  drunk  and  grandfathers  clock) 

I  am  sure  that  moat  of  us  have  heard  many  stories  of  people  who  were  inebriated 
or  dcunk.   One  story  involves  a  man  whose  wife  was  always  going  to  antique  sales 
and  buying  something,  which  her  husband  had  to  pick  up  on  his  way  home  from  work 
One  such  sale  had  a  large  grandfather's  c~  ich  she  simply  could  not  resist 

and  so  she  asked  her  husband  to  stop  at  the  store  and  pick  it  up  and  bring  it 
home.   Well  the  husband  arrived  there  at  closing  time,  H^xHkEHxhsxi±±xKfflEeeKEt 
kksxisEB;aiiEKs"irfxfefeHxxfcanH  He  picked  the  clock  up  and  carried  it  out  of  the  store 
and  started  toward  the  bus  stop  with  it.  As  he  walked  along  he  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  clock  could  not  possibly  fit  on  the  crowded  bus,  and  so  he 
decided  to  return  It  to  the  store.   So  lie  turned  around  and  started  back,  but 
he  discovered  that  the  store  was  closed  and  the  owner  'or  the  night. 

So  he  stood  it  on  the  sidewalk  and  tho      he  situation  through  and  decided  to 

home  carrying  his  trophy.   But  just  as  he  picked  it  up  and  turned  around  to 
start  off  in  the  right  direction,  a  drunken  man  was  weaving  his  way  down  the 
sidewalk  and  ran  :      into  him  upsetting  him  and  the  clock.   As  the  man  struggle< 
to  get  out  from  under  the  weight  of  the  clock  and  to  get  to  his  ut 

breaking  it,  the  drunken  nan      ;red  to  his  feet  and  exclaimed,  "Say  mister, 
why  don't  you  wear  a  wristwatch  like  everyone  else22 

liflte  is  a  vital  asset  to  everyone.       ich  so  that  from  the  very  earliest  of 
recorded  tine,  men  have  devised  means  whereby  the  passage  of  time  could  be  deter- 
mined.  jfaiHtetsKEBSixxjr  With  the  latest  advent  of  nuclear  timepieces  that  are 
accurate  to  within  eeveral  thousandths  of  a  second,  it  has  been  possible  just 
recently  to  reset  the  clocks  of  the  world  to  this  very  accurate  measurement. 
In  our  scripture  this  morning  we  have  dealt  with  a  record  of  a  certgin  passage 
of  time.  Let  us  look  again  at  this  portion  of  God's  Word  and  see  what  took  place 
there. 


the 

[  am  sure  that  izkwss.   of  you  who  KSH±xkkiK  JxsEEipturEzihxsxHas-fex'Kssk^; 


;  xCteS  reading,  "The  Slueprint  or-  Successful  Living,"  and  keeping  up 
with  the  daily  readings,  will  recognize  it  as  a  porti 

'     '   •  ■':.       ;ripture  starts  off  by  telling     :hat  King  Hezekiah 
of  Judah  was  deathly  ill,   [eze  '       ~  -  Ahaz.   Isaiah 

the-  prophet  came  to  him,  and  on  the  authority  of  the  prophecy  of  God  coming  to 
him,  he  declares  that  Hezekiah  must  put  his  earthly  affairs  in  order  and  prepare 
to  die.   But  Hezekiah  as  is  the  case  with  almost  all  humans,  when  told  of  his 


-2- 

irnpending  death,  is  unwilld       ccept  this.   And  since  Hezekiah  was  a  somewhat 

God   man,  he  speaks  to  Sod  privately  in  prayer.   He  requests  that  God  pay  heed 
to  his  life  of  service,  and  how  he  had  tried  to  live  a  Godly  life. 
Strangely  enough,  Isaiah  had  not  yet  left  the  courtyard,  and  God  speaks  to  him 
again.       ;ime  he  is  told  that  he  must  go  back  and  tell  Hezekiah  that  God  has 
heard  his  prayer,  and  has  seen  his  tears,  and  that  he  is  going  to  be  healed,  in 
three  days.   I  suppose  the  sceptics  of  the  Word  of  God  would  claim  here  that  all 
he  had  was  a  case  of  the  72  hour  virus. 

The  further  stipulation  is  that      iah  is  going  to  live  for  15  more  years,  and 
not  only  that,  but  he  is  going  to  be  delivered  out  ifeK  of  the  hand  of  the  Assy- 
rians . 

from  the  human  standpoint 
So  Isaiah  sets  about  to  use  whatever  means  are  available  to  get  Hezekiah  back  to 

health  once  again.   He  instructs  someone  to  make  a  poultice  of  figs       -.ice 

it  on  Hezekiahs  boil  and  we  are  told  that  he  recovered.   Now  although  we  are 

not__  old  too  many  details ,  it  is  fairly  safe  to  assume  that  there  was  more  wrong 

with  Hezekiah  than  a  mere  boil,   hezekiah  inquires  of  Isaiah  what  sort  of  ati 

that  God  is  going  to  give  that  his  recovery  has  come  about.   Isaiah       ezekiah 

a  question  in  return  fro  his  question.   He  asks  hi      her  he  would  rather  see 

the  sundial  go  ixKkwa^dxro:  forward  or  backward  ten  degrees? 

Hezekiah  very  wisely  states  that  it  is  an  easy  thing  for  the  sundial  to  go  ahead 

ten  degrees,  since  this  is  its  normal  direction  of  travel.   But  it  would  be  a 

real  sign  from  Cod  if  the  sundial  moved  backwards.   3o  Isaiah  calls  upon  the 

-■i   once  more  and  the  sundial  moved  backward  ten  degrees.   Phe  sundial  here 

is  identified  as  the  dial  of  Ahaz  and  refers  to  the  fact  that  Ahaz  probably  was 

yptian 
responsible  for  the  construction  of  it.   Sundials  in  those  days  were  made  in  the 

form  of  miniature  staircases   and  as  the  shadow  aixihixsm  moved  forward  it  was 

recorded  as  a  certain  time  of  the  day. 

I  l  .pose  stories  such  as  this  are  always  greeted  by  some  people  in  varied  ways. 

In  almost  every  congregation  there  are  probably  three  schools  of  thought. 

if  not  three  at  least  two.   In  fact  in  most  denominations  the  ministers  them- 

e  three  groupings.   One  group  would  be  the  literal"" 


-3- 
or  those  who  believe  in  the  literal  interpretation  of  the  Bible.  Another  group 
wour   he  the  middle  of  the  roaders,  or  those  who  can  lean  in  one  direction  or  to- 
ward the  other.   The  third  group  would  be  the  liberals  who  believe  that  the  Bible 
is  gust  so  many  fairy  tales  that  cannot  be  proved. 

You  are  free  to  choose  which  group  you  want  to  belong  to.   But  I  believe  that  if 
we  are  to  be  a  part  of  God's  Church,  we  need  to  accept  the  Scriptures  in  a  proper 
way.   And  bore  we  are  once  again  at  the  point  of  making  choices.   Joshua  stood 
before  the  Israelites  and  gave  them  the  choice  as  to  whom  they  were  going  to 
serve.   He  told  them  to  "Choose  this  day  whom  you  will  serve,   ,/hether  it  be  the 
God  of  your  fathers  whom  they  served  on  the  other  dide  -       Jordan,  or  the  gods 

jnorites  amo  ?e  living.   -'hen  he  notified  them  that  he 

serving  the  Lord  God    '  ]  ty. 

if  you  want         -here  I  stand  in  my  belief  of  the  Bible,  I  must  state 
in 
that  I  an  he  the  literal  group.   But  let  me  explain  this  a  little  further.   I  be- 
in  the  literal  translation  of      ibl«  ,  and  that  I  believe  that 
God  xHXRxxfc  inspired  men  to  present  it  as  the    i  L.   I  believe  that      '  ^acles 
found  in  the  Bible  are  true.   But  if  you  ask  me  whether  eac       ,     period 
or  sentence  is  just  exactly  as  it  was  handed  down  from  God,  I  would  have  to  say 
no.  My  reason  for  saying  no  is  that  in  each  translation  are  to  be  foun      ;es 
and  alterations  to  make  the  version  that  much  more  clear.   This  means  the  chang- 
ing of  punctuation,  and  re-arrangement  of  sentences. 

It  is  disturbing  to  me  that  many  of  my  colleagues  cannot  accept  the  Bible  as  the 
inspired  Word  of  God,  it  even  disturbs  ne  to  hear  laymen  make  this  claim.   Just 
this  past  week  I  learned  that  one  of  my  colleagues  who  shall  remain  nameless, 
believes  in  humanism.  Humanism  in  case  you  do  not  know  is  the  belief  that  humans 
or  humanity  will  solve  the  problems  of  the  world,  and  it  takes  all  of  this  out  of 
the  hands  of  God.   In  fact  most  humanists  do  not  believe  in  God.  So  this  is  what 
I  a   saying  when  I  state  that  you  may  choose  this  day  whom  you  will  serve.   J?or 
be  assured  that  if  you  are  willing  to  be  aligned  with  those  who  doubt  the  authen- 
ticity of  scripture,  you  are  aligning  yourself  with  all  sorts  of  ungodly  factions. 


%U9  -*" 

The  big  problem  for  the  unbelief  i      Sible  is  in  the  inability  of  any  of  us 
-re   or  disprove  the  Biblical  stories.   Especially  the  stories  that  are  a 

le  far  out,  or  the  miracle  stories  in  other  words. 
But  you  see,  God  works  everything  out  in  His  own  timetable,  and  if  we  are  patient 
enough  we  can  discover  some  things  that  are  pretty  astounding.   What  would  you 
say  for  instance  if  I  made  the  statement  this  morning  that  I  can  prove  the  portion 

'  pture  we  read  and  talked  about  a  few  moments  ago?  ' ft*ai»<ttQui<i~^e«-~sa^ 
I  stated  further  that  I  not  only  can  prove  that 

has  been  trying  to  prove  and  disprove  mai  ;ripture.   For  years 

people  have  theorized  that  a  portion  of  the  ark  is  to  be  found  atop  a  certain 

mountain  in  Turkey.  It  may,  or  may  not  be  there.  Only  God  knows  and  when  and  if 

He  is  ready  to  let  it  be  discovered  time  will  tell.   Hen  have  searched  for  a 

sorts  of  evidence  to  prove  a  lot  op  other  biblical  accoun^s^unch^as  been  proven) 

true,  /and  much  has  remained  hidden. 

'  would  you  say  if  I  stated  further  that  I  not  only  can  prove  this  portion  of 

of 
Scripture,  but  a  portion  Scripture  found  in  the  book  of  Joshua,  which  xs  directly 

tied  to  this  Scripture? 

I  suppose  some  of  you  may  be  thinkii      b  this  is  one  of  my  corny  stories,  or 
perhaps  you  may  be  thinking  that  it  is  something  that  is  going  to  come  out  rather 
hazy  and  unproven.   So  before  the  ushers  rush  off  to  get  medical  assistance  to 
subdue  the  pastor,  let  me  hasten  to  add  that  when  I  am  finished  with  the  follow- 
illustration,  I  hope  you  will  be  as  convinced  as  I  am  that  God  still  aontin- 
ues  to  reveal  Himself  throu;;         1,  and  His  Word  is  accurate  and  true. 
(Illustr  ttion  of  "The  Missing  Jay.!') 

I  think  you  must  admit,  this  is  a  pretty  stounding  discovery,  and  it  has  ta 
aprroximately  5000  years  to  be  proven.   I\us,  God  like  the  mills  of  justice, 
grinds  out  His  revelation  exceedingly  slow  and  fine.       id  reveal:   i  self 
even_.oday,  if  mean  are  willing  to  seek  Him,  and  have  Him  speak  to  them  from 
His  Word.  Biblical  Scholars  and  others  who  would  have  us  look  upon  these  two 
accounts  as  mere  stories,  may  continue  to  do  so,  and  call  them  the  Lost  Da;  , 
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l   But  I  believe  this  should  be  credited  to  the  "Pound  Department,"  and  should 
shr   once  more  that  the  revelations  of  God  are  real.   'Phis  not  on'.  :es  these 

two  accounts  believable,  but  it  makes  all  of  the  revelations  of  God  throv 

Jhrist,  just  that  more  wonderful.  Out  of  all  of  the  Bible ,  the  love  of 
God  shines  forth,  and  His  greatest  revelation  was  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ.  Thanks  be  to  God,  that  there  are  no  "Lost  _)-Lys"  in  His  plans,  and  that 
we  can  share  in       an  by  the  acceptance  of  His  gift  of  His  Son* 


ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Sutler,    Pennsylvania 
S  i  xth    Sunday    in    EaSterthie  May    ht 

Rev,    Ralph  C,    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Eugene   Stephenson,    Organist 
Mr.    Ralph  Cooper,    Choir   Director 
Ellen  Master,    Dan  Bqsko  -   Acolytes 


ORDER   OF  TORSHIP         I  I  :QO  A.M. 
Prelude  Music:  "Aria"  Karg-Elert 

"Andante   Exppessiuo"  HeberleIn 

Silent   Prayer    (Please  remain  silent  during   Chimes) 
•Processional  Hymn  Mo.      U3O  "The   glory  or  the   spring    how  sweet" 
^Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
"■Exhortat  1  on 
•Confession    (In  Unison)    itQ   God,    who  has   given  ue   the   power 

TO  DISCERN  GOOD  FROM  EVIL,  HEAR  US  A^  WE  CONFESS  OUR  SINS, 
We  KNOW  THAT  WE  HAVE  FAILED  THEE  AND  OURSELVES,    REGARDLESS 

or  how  soor  we  have  been,  we  realize  that  we  have  not  seen 

THE     K  I  ND     OF    PERSON     THAT     VoU    WANT     US     TO     FJ  E ,         SOMETIMES     OUR 
BELIEF     IN    OUR     OWN    GOODNESS    HAB     PREVENTED    US    PROM    SEEING 
OUR     SrNFULNESS.         We    HAVE     FELT     THAT     ACKNOWLEDGING    YflU    HAS 
MADE     US     BETTER    THAN    OTHERS,         OPEN     QUR     EYES,     0     LORD,      TO     OUR 
HIDDEN     SINS,      AS     WE    MAKE     A    SINCERE     AND    HUMBLE     CONFESSION 
IN    THE     NAME    OF    CHRIST.         AMEN," 
*KYRI E  (Cho I ff,      CoNGREGATI ON     AND     PASTafi) 

""Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral   Amen 
•Prai SE 

*Pastor:      '0  Lord  open  our   lips. 

•People:      And   our  mouth  shall   show  forth   thy  praise 
*Dqkology      No.    55' 

Scripture   Lesson:  Hebrews    I  1 ; 29-^0      MW/,' 

Hymn  of  the  Month  No.     I7S      "Blessing    and   honor   and   glory 

*  /  frND     POWER1' 

Affirmation  of  our   Faith        (Apostles'    Creed? 
*Glori A  PatrI 
*Call    to   Prayer 


Offertory:  "Adqrat ion"  Rt  cholson 

Anthem:  '^The  Prayer  Perfect1'  Stensqn 

1975  Sermon:  "A  TARNISHED  HERO  I * 

Prayer  and   Lord's  Prayer 
*Hymn   of   DedJcation   Mo-    2SJ    "Gon   of  grace   ano   God  of 
•Benediction   and  Three   Fold  Amen  Glory" 

Postlude:  "Fantasie    in  C  Minor1'  Bach 

--~-  ____^„„_k.  *Cqngregation  Standing   -   -  - 

The  Lovely   Flowers   on  the  Altar  have   been   placed   »v 
Mrs.    Grace   Riddle    in   loving   memory  of    her    "Husband11. 
Serving   as  Ushers   today  are:      *Allen  Botacchi „   John 

Redman,    Dan   Boskos    Robert   Knauer,    Charles    Penar. 
Elder   and  Mrs.    Paul  Campbell  will  represent   Council 

AT    THE    OOOR    TonAY, 

Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by:  Mrs.  Doris 

Zavacky,  Mrs.  Jean  Fencil  and  Patty  Basehore. 

^^Rev.  Cooper  bajp  to  tell  you  he  is  on  his  road  to 


"7 


*Pastqr:   The  LoRn  be  with  you. 
•People t   And  with  thy  spirit. 
*Pastor:   Let  us  Pray. 
'Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

} 


recovery.    He    is   looking   forward   to   preach   once  more   here. 

In  Recognition  of  Nat'l,    Music  Week   -  May  k-\Ot    Tuesday 
Musical  Club    is   sponsoring   a   Choir   Festival  on  May 
k    in   the   English   Lutheran  Church  -   S:Q0  P.M.    Public 
is    invited. 

Don't  forget   the  Mother-Daughter    Tureen   com  ins  up  on 
May    \H  -  6:00  P.M.      Program    is    "Fashions   of  Yesteryear" 
presented    by  Mrs.    Irwin   Suplee*      Plan   now    to   attend 
and   enjoy    the  evening  with  us. 

Youth  Fellowship  is  taking  orders  for  their  last  order 
of  Stationary   todayJ 

Mr.    &  Mrs.    George   Davis    are   celebrating   their   SQth 
Wedding    anniversary   on  May   5-      Mrs.    George    Davis   has 
a  birthday   on  May   I3«    (78th).     We  wish  to    extend  our 
Best   Wishes   and   congratulations   tj    these  two  fine 
people.     /■/<    t   mj~£A*   £?/*7¥'4)r    /-?Ar  /  . 

The  second  annual  meeting  of  St,  Paul  Homes'  Auxiliary 
will  be  heio  on  Sat.  May  1 7  from  (  I  :00  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 
at  the  First  United  Church  of  Christ,  Maple  and  Thtrd 
Streets,    GreenSrurg,    PeNma.      We   need   representation 

AT  THIS  MEETING.    DETA \ L3  IN  OFFICE  ON  Sec'v.  DESK* 

Mqn.    -   7!30  *"  Women's  Mary   Prugh  Circle  Meeting. 
^^    Wed.   -  7:3^  ~  Church  Council  Meeting. 

l-  Thurs.    -  The   Newsletter  will  be   published  -  haw   all 
r  '  .,  material   in  bv  wednesday. 

5  1Fri .   -  Arc  Class  will  go  to  the  Theater  -  Ren*     hments 

at  the  Church  afterwards. 
■  ,    :        ■  >  ,        v  -         :  ■  'ors 


Text:    Judges   11:30,31 

_,  1   .ipmhrihah   m':.    ■"■    -    T"~-.    "''■-;    "':".'         "■""'-,    '■■■"    '      - '  i-'I .    "If 

wilt     ;i'.'?    f--    ,,  ....omtes    into   )iy   nanrt.    then  who- 
ever' cores    1'ortti   ito;]   mo    doors    o.t    ;i;~  "'■m~..;/:-o    t-"1   meet 
me.    '.;a?ii   -   return  victorious    from  the   -^;:o:::-:;o:;,     •    j 
■■■2.   ~u''~       '••-^•'^    ir..-:    i    vTiH    siicr    ,qi  ;   -,i.     ;;-Q-:    ::,    burnt 
off  e,    _ip:." 

Scripture:  xh  Hebrews  11:29-40 

'^"  ')  I;1,  -t  -  -  t:Lo:i  .J1  '/.c''  i  rince'i 

"this  exmp  wat  Ueb  tell  heros  Israel 

'■•.hap-then  lump  2gether, 
io  seem  have  personal  identity 
32nd  vs  1  hero  stand  out, least  2  me  =  JEPE 
story  told  11  Judg,  this  wee    I,  iext  12 
He  underdog,  but  shine  as  champ. 

U-i  -"  -.  -     •   "  — ) 

;  story  C  sef  things  bout  J.  =  I  ebs  as  hero, 

but  a  "Tarnished  Hero"  also 
start  as  illeg,fath  ident,not  nother=Tarnished 
birth/shunned  rejected  insted  loved 

('Tlln.^t.  {  i^f1°  -Tn°^ 

looks/ht/wt/MJ    i  '/-  ?  All  Anuglaj 
But  G  tak  TaBnished  person  make  shin  examp  world  G 
J  respons  make  self  "Tarnished  Hero" 
not  content  let  G  do  monument  task/try  secure  G  fav 
by  fool  promise 
Isn'       way  many  peop  2d«     emark,  if  G  do 
o  ch  4  yr/give  big  su      fee. 
This  bargain  with       is  plea      Ln  2day/explane 
J  prom  bring  hartache/he  say  JL^^ 
the^e  ' '     I  make  e"        ,-    1  those  tines 
2  sc'   )ls  thot/  1  actual  made  sacrif/  2     '  sate  2  G 
ely/examp  Abe       -,  ■  no  let 
•'!■  J  meant  loss  dotter/4-  her  loss  hus  fam  etc 
This  took  from  J  real  hero  &  make  "Tarn  Hero" 

bin  2  depths  only  need  do  job  "-.   acclaim  as  hero 

LI  only  B  where  started 
S  require  compl  faith, trust  in  promises 
(Illustration  God  putting  fri^e  miti) 
This  remark  2  B  sure, but  G  answer  this  fam  &  will 
answer  our  prayei"  ,    id  answer  J  prayers  2 
I  ask  :_6rd  3  times  remove  "Thorn  in  Pie 

■  -a  ans,       .  ,  :  .  .  -   ,  "  .    -.   "■  ■  .'■■■  : 
;  .  ,  :~  .,.■■  ,-..;.  '  , .  h  >-  .  -^  -^.'' 

ans  2  •ny-'i   '-d  B  tru  hero  in:       arnished  Hero 
2  &  in  name  Js  Xp  &  in  word  hymn  writer 
"Just  as  I  am  without  1  nlea." 

. e  can  only  cum  c  place  cares , burdens  upon 

promising  not"  '   , '     Blieve  thru  Xp  G  n       ans 


'  ted  Hero!" 

Text:  Judges  11:30, 

"And  Jephthah  made  a  vow  to  the  .Lord,  and  said,'If  tliou  wilt  give  the  Ammon- 
i^es  into  my  hand,  then  whoever  comes  forth  from  the  doors  of  my  house  to 
t  me,  when  I  return  victorious  fro  ,  ]  ord's 

and  I  will  offer  him  up  for  a  burnt  offering. ' " 

Scripture:  Hebrews  11:29-50 

(Illustration  of  Black  Prince) 

■  centuries  a  statue  of  the  Slack  Prince  has  stood  in  Canterbury  Jathedral 
in  England.   It  had  stood  with,  a  protective  coating  of  enamel  on  it,  and  had 
becomed  blackened  with  dirt  anc1.      ,  and  appropriately  kept  the  memoey  of 
the  14-th  century  Edward  ]  rince  of  tfales,  who  had  fought  heroically  in  the 
wars  wi1      nee,  and  had  died  before  he  co-  the  throne.   BKtacfcftsjix 

:KBKHHti^KE3iEHngxdKKxdEdxt&aKXKh®::xkatHH::H^ 

SKtKr:T^±mKxaKXKBiixaHxtkK:<:^iskKB±±KEXEHaii^z^cKEEECKK]HHKE!!bt  He  was  called  the 
Black  Prince  because  he  wore  black  armor.   Recently  someone  decided  to  clean 
the  statue  and  in  the  process  not  only  the  outer  grime  and  dirt  was  removed, 
but  the  protective  coating  as  well.     '.h   to  everones  surprise,  the  statue 
turned  out  to  be  made  of  gold.   Instead  o  '  :'ince  standing  there  in 

dull  telack,  he  now  shone  forth  as  the  golden  warrior    '  sh  he  rightful! 

I  think  this  is  a  good  example  of  what  the  author  of  the  book  of  Hebrews  is 

telling  about  each  of  the  heros  of  Israel,   lie  names  them  specifically  in  the 
ing  of  the  chapter,  and  thentowards  the  end  he  begins  to  lump  them  all 
ther,  and  so  they  do  not  appear  to  have  a  personal  identity,       ints 
these  heroes  out  :rse,  and  one  name  in  particular  stands  out, 

at  least  to  me.      .  is  the  name  of  Jephthah.   The  story  of  Jephthah  is  to 
be  found  in  the  11th  and  12th  chapters  of  the  book  of  Judges.   This  wee  k  we 
will  be  speaking  of  the  events  in  the  11th  chapter  and  next  week  we  will  cover 
the  events  in  the  12th  chapter. 

Perhaps  the  reason  why  I  can  find  a  Biblical  hero  such  as  Jephthah  intrigu:' 
is  the  fact  that  he  assumed  the  role  of  the  underdog,       b  he  was  able  to 

tie  as  a  champion. 
Jepthah  was  the  son  of  Gilead,  but  his  mother  is  dnly  identified  as  a  prostit- 
ute and  so  he  was  an  illegitimate  child.   Gilead  had  two  other  sons  to  his 
wife,  and  when  these  sons  were  able  to  take  control  of  family  matters  they 
threw  Jephthah  out,  tellin  ;       at  no  illegitimate  son  and  brother  was  going 
tc   ave  an  inheritance  of  Giles  .    0  Jephtha// went  to  live  in  an  ad^dcent 
territuuy  identified  as  Tob.   Jephthah  was  soon  surrounded  by  worthless  fell- 


ows  and  became,  ms^I  the  Robin  Hood  of  those  days.         that  most  of 
their  escapades  were  for  the      ering  of  themselves  and  not  to  help  the  poor. 


The  Ammonites  began  to  make  war  against  Israel  around  this  time,  and  the  elders 
of  ^he  territory  identified  as  Gilead  went  to  Jephthah  to  persuade  him  to  be- 
come  therr  leader. \   Jephthah  reminds  them  that  they  once  hated  him,  and  drove 
him  from  his  father's  house.  He  asks  them,    by  have  you  come  to  me  now  when 
you  are  in  trouble?"   He  is  merely  asking  what  anyone  asks  when  he  ia 
hated  and  scorned,  and  is  then  asked  to  do  a  responsible  job  when  the  other 
party  is  in  dire  need. 

The  elders  assure  him  that  he  is  to  be  their  leader,  and  will  be  respected  and 
ted  as  iisxsfetHHiA  they  would  trust  and  respect  any  other  leader.   The  truth 
of  the  matter  was  that  there  was  no  other  person  capable  of  leading  them  against 

onites.     Sephthah  promises  to  be  their  leader,  and  they  take  an  oath 
before  God  that  they  will  do  as  he  says. 

it  Jephthath  tries  to  settle  the  local  dispute  toy  peaceful  means  and  sends 
messengers  to  the  king  of  the  Ammonites.   The  king  sends  back  word  to  Jephthah 
tha*"  the  Israelites  are  trespassing  on  his  land.    ut  Jephthah  replies  that 
each  time  the  Israelites  moved  through  a  certain  territory,  they  re       1  per- 
mission to  do  so,  and  more  often  than  not  they  -'ere  refused,  and  so  in  order  to 
keep  peace,  they  went  by  a  roundabout  route.   3ut  the  king  of  the 
would  not  heed  Jephthah  and  insisted  on  war.   So  Jepthah  moves  with  his  troops 
and  we  are  told  the  Jpirit  of  the  Lord  came  upon  him.   It  is  at  this  point  that 
Jephthah  makes  a  vow  to  God  that  the  first  person  to  come  out  from  his  house 
to  greet  him  on  his  return,  will  be  sacrificed  to  God. 

Jepthah  defeats  the  Ammonites,  with  a  great  slaughter,  and  their  power  is  re- 
duced to  nothl   .    o  Jephthah  returns  home,  and  his  daughter,  his  only  child 

ss  running  to  greet  him  playing  the  timbrel  and  dancing  for  .joy.   But  when 
Jephthah  sees  her,  he  is  sad,  bacause  of  his  vow.   he  tells  her  of  his  vi  , 
and  how  he  cannot  take  it  back.   >o  the  daughter  explains  that  what  he  said, 
that  he  must  do.   But  she  requests  that  she  be  permitted  to  go  into  the  mount- 
ains^ for  a  two  month  period  to  mourn  and  lament  that  she  is  still  a  virgin. 
And  so  she  and  her  companions  go  off       is  period,  and  we  read  that  after 
this  time  the  returns  and  he  did  to  her  according  to  his  vow. 


'lis  story  we  some  things  about  this  man  Jephthah.   He  is  identified  in 
as  a  hero,  and  he  i      .    at    *Tom   the  actual  account  about  hi 
see  that  he  is  not  only  a  hero  in  the  true  sense  ,   it  he  actually 

shows  up  as  "A  Tarnished  Hero." 

:  life  started  out  in  illegitamacy.   He  had  a  father  who  was  identifable,  but 
his  mother  is  only  spoken  of  as  a  prostitute.   Therefore  he  was  tarnished  f 
birth,  lie   was  rejected  and  shunned  by  those  who  should  have  loved  him  instead. 
(Illustartion  of  Neglect  of  Children:  "Little  Joe.") 

So  people  are  no  different  today  than  they  were  several  thousand  years  ago. 
stil!       and  ju       height,  and  weight,  and  looks.   We  never  see  the  real 

.  Lerica  selected  each  year  as  the  cream  of  our  American  ./omanhood.   We  never 
see  the  real  All-American  hero  because  we  are  so  entranced  by  the  outward 

or  and  glitter,  and  we  neglect  to  look  in  the  right  direction  for  the  heoo 
and  heroine.   But  God  has  a  way  of  takj    b       lished"  person,  and  turning 
tha/i-  individual  Into  a  shining  example  for  all  the  world  to  see. 
But^we  also  see  In  this  story  that  Jephthah  was  responsible  for  ma  '    imself 

ero."  He  was  not  content  to  be  selected  by  God  to  perform  a 
monunenatl  task  for  God '3  people  and  let  God  do  the  lea  "   .         to  try 
to  secure  God's  favor  by  the  making  od  a  foolish  promise.       Isn't  this  the 
way  many  people  still  do  today?   How  many  times  have  you  heard  someone  remark 
that  he  or  she  promised  God  that  if  He  brougk      thing  to  pass  In  their  life 
they  would  staxsKi::  50  to  church  every  Sunday  for  a  year,  or  they  would  give  a 
large  sum  of  money  to  charity  or  to  the  church?  This  is  bargaining  with  God 

is  so  unnecessary.   We  have  a  lot  of  this  going  on  in  our  nation  in  our 
judicial  system.   .'e  call  It  plea  bar;       .   ;hat  it  amounts  to  is  for  a 
person  suspected  or  even  convicted  of  a  ce~  ain  crime,  pleading  guilty  to  a 
lesser  charge.   The  object  of  this  is  to  gain  favor  with  the  court  and  so  to 
get  r  ' ther  a  lighter  or  a  suspended  sentence. 
But  this  type  of  reasoning  or  thinking  can  only  cause  problem. :.    s  have  seen 

the  problems  that  have  been  catised  in  our  nudicl  "     bem  and  how  it  appears 
to  have  broken  down  in  favor  of  the  criminal.   In  thel  life  of  Jephthah  it 


_4- 
caused  a  problem  that  brought  him  heartache.   His  promise  was  i&asxtexwKKXci: 
saEr*"f±Es;^iiEx£±Ea±::|iKEXHiixxkHxmKt-         u  Text:  Judges  11: JO, 31. 

when  he  ekke  returned  victorious  and  his  *ai  only  child  met  him,  he  could 
do  nothing  else  but  reluctantly  follow  hh±  through  on  what  he  had  promise  . 
There  are  times  when  God  may  make  a  person  eat  his  words,  if  a  person  is  not 
careful,   i       was  one  of  those  ,' 

From  this  incident  there  are  Actually  two  schools  of      "it/      first  one  is 
that  Jephthah  did  literally  offer  his  daught         acrifice  to  God  upon  an 
altar,  since  in  this  area  human  sacrifice  was  common.      second  school  of 
thought  is  that  she  was  offered  to  God  and  became  the  beginning  of  a  group  of 
Is  pledged  to  a  lifetime  of     Lnity,         erving  the  Lor 

ouse.    :'-  i  i   the  more        result  of  Je;         aw. 
;he  story  of  Abraham  and  3  idy  to  sacrifice  his  son 

Isaac  we  remember  that  God  did  not  :e  place.   Therefore,  it 

is  to  be  remembered  that  God  did  not  want         ;rifice  fro    i    eople  and 
that  '        and  apart  fees  for 

the  Lord,   This  is  not  to  say  that  it  wa   ' b  for  both  he  and  his  '  u    sr  a 
'ficult  EkuxESxtH  thing  to  do.   It  meant  for  Jepfrfca]  of  his 

daug'    ,  and  it  r,  the  sacrifice  of  a  husband,  a  family 

and  all  of  the  other  t      girls  her  age  hod  and  desired. 

For  Jephthah  this  was  axfHsixxk  very  unnecessary  i thing  to  do.   It  took  from  him 
the  true  shine  of  a  complete  hero  of  God,  and  made  him  "A  Tarnished  Hero"  in- 
stead.  He  had  been  to  the  depths,  and  had  been  selected  to  lead  his  people  from 
possible  defeat  to  victory.   All  he  needed  to  do  was  to  lead  and  do  the  job. 
If  he  succeeded  the  onlt  thing  he  had  to  gain  was  public  accl  :'      a  migl 
warrior.   If  he  failed  he  would  have  remained  on  the         ia  that  people 
had  placed  him.   jo  it  was  not  only  unneccessary  for  Jephthah  to  make  this  vow 
but  i-4"  is  so:::       that  God  does  want  nor  require  fro      servants.   All  that 
God  desires  is  a  complete  faith  and  trust  in  Him  to  do  what  He  has  promised  to 
do.   A  good  example  of  this  is  to  be  found  in  the  illustration  of  something 
that  happened  in  pur      a  about  thirty  some  years  ago.   (Illustaetion  of  when 


God  put  our  the  fire). 

Thi°  is  a  remarkable  answer  to  be  sure,  but  Just  as  surely  as  God  answered  the 

f erven'  mily,  so  will  He  answer  our  prayers,  ;:.      \rould  have 

ered  Jephthah  without  hi         -ire  promises. 
Paul  came  to  the  Lord  on  three  different  times  and  asked  God  for       'ith  his 
promblem  which  he  identified  as  "A  thorn  in  the  flesh."  And  he  said  tl    :  rer 
G-od  gave,  was,  "My  EfessHgikxis  grace  is       tient  for  you,  for  my  power  is 
Le  perfect  in  weakness."     i   is  the  answer  to  anyone  who  would  be  a  true 
hero  instead  of  "A  Dranished  Hero."   Just  come  to  God  in  the  name  of  the 

cist,   nd  just  as  the  hymn  writer       Ldip  "Just  as  I     Lth- 
out  One  ..lea."   .'e  !£aMX^H:<^^h±Hgxa^LKJ^:££^gxaifeEXKt•  can  only  come  to  God  and 
place  our  cares  and  our  burdens  u     dm,  promising  nothing,  gust  believ: 
that  through  Christ,  God  hears  and  answers  our  needs. 


I 

ST.    PAUL'S   UNITED   CHURCH   OF   CHRIST 
Seventh  Sunday   in  Eastertide  May    II,    1 975 

Rev.    Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Eugene  Stephenson,   Organist 
Mrs.    CyndIe  Svbert,    Youth  Choir  Di hector 
Ellen  Master,    Dan  Bosko   -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP         11:00  A.M. 
Prelude  Music:  "Where'er  You  Walk"  Handel 

"Serenade"  Schubert 

Silent  Pbayer   (Please   remain  silent  during   Chimes) 

'Processional  Hymn  No.    U5S   "We  would   re   building" 

♦Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

'Exhortati on 

♦Confession  (In  Unison)  "0  Christ  who  has  called  us  in 
love  to  re  one  with  each  other  and  with  God,  forgive 
us  when  we  have  not  been  true  to  your  call:  when  our 
families  have  not  been  one  in  christ  directing  us  to 
Christian  growth  through  a  Church  United  in  your  name; 
when  we  have  not  attempted  to  learn  your  will  for  us! 
when  we   have   failed   to   understand   our    community   and    its 

NEEDS    FOR    HEALTHY    GROWTH.        Be    MERCIFUL    AND    UNDERSTANDING, 

granting  us  forgiveness  and  the  will  ano  desire  to  grow 

in  Christian  unity.  Amen." 
*Kyrie      (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
'Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 

*Pra I SE 

'Pastor:      '0   Lord  open  our  lips. 

'People:      And  our  mouth  shall  show   forth  thy  praise 
'Doxology       No.    55' 
Scripture  Lesson:  Rowans   7;    ' 5—25 

Hymn  of  the  Month  No.      I  78   "Blessing   and   honor  and  glory" 
'Affirmation  of  our   Faith        (Apostles'    Creed) 
•Gloria  Patr I 
'Call  to  Prayer 

'Pastor:     The  Lord   se  t»ith  you, 
'People:     And  with  thy   spirit. 
'Pastor:      Let  us  Pray. 
♦Prayer   and   Prayer   Response 
Offering 

Offertory:    "Blest  Be   the   Tie   That   Binds"   arr.   Wilson 


Anthem:      "Thou,    Who  Once  On  Mother's   Knee"     Valleau 
(Junior   Choir) 

Sermon:  "SOUNO  YOUR  G!" 

Prayer   and    Lord's    Prayer 
'Hymn  of   Dedication  No.   285  "Awake,   my  soul" 
'Benediction  and   Three   Fold   Amen 

Postlude:  "Counter^Theme  on   Doxology"         Wilson 

------^-  'Congregation   Standing   -  -  -    -   -  -  - 

The   Lovely  Flowers   on  the   Altar  have   been  placed    by 

Mrs.    Carl   F.   Miller   in  loving  memory  of  her   "Husband". 
Serving   as  Ushers  today  are:      **Vally   Feoer,    John  Snow, 

Mont  MacKinney,    James  MaLoney  and   Steve  Vahgo. 
Deacon  and  Mrs.    Paul  Pfabe  will   represent  Council  at 

the  door  today. 
Nursery  will   be   provided  today   by:     Mrs.   Pauline   Pencil, 

Mrs.    Carl  Hollefreund   and   Sue   Hollefreund. 
The  attendance  last   Sunday  was   207 
<^Wed.    -  6:00  -  MOTHER  AND  DAUGHTER  Tureen  Dinner  - 

(see   notice    in  Newsletter)   Every  lady    in   the  Church 
is   invited, 
•>Thur3.    -   6:30  -   BUTLER   AREA    LAYMEN'S    DINNER   -    St. 

Peter's  Church   in  Zelienople  -  Wives   are    invited. 

See  J.   Walter  Harmon,    Bob  Tait  and   Bill  Pflugh  for 

ticketb. 
»Next  Sunday    is  HOLY   COMMUNION   (Pewb)  -  New  Members 

WILL  BE  RECEIVED  AT  THIS  TIME. 

yNlAY    19-23  -  Rev.    James   Keouch   will   be  here  each 

EVENING    AT    700  -     (See    NEWSLETTER    FOR    SPECIAL    ARTICLE.) 
THE    SPECIAL    OFFERING    ENCLOSED     ENVELOPES    WITH    THE 

Newsletter  will  be  given  to  Greenville  Home  to  help 

DEFRAY  EXPENSES,    It  CAN  BE  DROPPED  IN  ANY  SUNDAY 
THIS  MONTH.   EXTRA  ONES  IN  THE  NartHEX  -  I F  YOU  FORGOT. 
"^JUNE  tfi-21  -  VACATl-N  BIBLE  SCHOOL  -  Please  LEAVE  us 
know  if  you  plan  to  attend  -  so  material  may  be 
purchased, 
Hospitalized:  Mr.  Chester  Stauffer 

There  is  a  dire  need  in  dur  county  for  foster  parents. 
f  there  is  any  member  of  the  church  or  interested 

PARTIES    WHO     FEEL    THEY    MAY    SE     ABLE    TO    HELP     IN    ANY    WAY. 

They  need  Shelter  Care  Homes  -  temporarily;  Foster 
Homes  -  (12-lg)  on  relatively  long  term  basis. 
Check  with  the  office  if  you  are  interested).    i 


ptLCcvA  >AS  ~T/t+>  C^Jj/^f+tfy** 


mnd  Your  G ! " 

:   omana  7: 
?  I  do  not  do  the  good  I  want,  but  the  evil  I  do 
•hat  I  do.   Now  if  I  do  what  I  do  not 
t,  it  is  no  longer  I  that  do  it,  but  sin  which  dv 
"  "  Is  in  me." 

..-IT-pture:  Romans  7:15-25 

<:  -■'       )ay  story 
Scrj      "amil  argu  man  strug  sine  creation, 
;ory  Rev  &  candy,  this  F  say  (TEXT) 
'.   rob  all  try  do  irk   thing  end  up  do  wrong  make  me 
lo  rt,  end  up  be  los 
-restl,  strug  with  this/intents  thots  go  awry 
.  Bern  Clairvaix-IIell  paved  good  intentions" 
erience  new  day  good  intents/end  day  in  bed 
look  bak  bad  day, no  do  half  ^ood  wanted  2  do 
dilemma  I  ,  "■,   he  percep, sensitive  person 
He  knew  strug  all  face/So  this  way  since  creation 
1  12th  chap  Ju       Jephthahji 
0  oM      jeal  &.   hatred/2  tribes  sir      lit 
2  _'Gther/insted  xpend  energy  f ite  ea  other 
Ephs  felt  cheated/this  inten  jeal  brot  compl  sep 
tribes  later 
real  enemy  lurk  inner  circle/4-  Jeph  enemy  not 

-ions  ,bu  .'"rends  like  thi      need  er 

This  I  pt  out  Roms/enem  in  me  &  it  sin  &  do  opp  shud 
wat  shud  do  yet  do  opp  &  sin/this 
Commerc  Pennzoil  =  Sound  your  Z 

»t  lern  Sound  G  =  God/call  upon  G  in  temps  of  Be\ 
This  dilem  of  humanity/Bcause  /:  "  impos 

-  wen  necess  &  find  self  ve~:y   sim  2  Ephs 
unab  say  oltibboleth  var  reasons  &  we  harden  by 
sin  k  sinful  life  that  cannot  pronounce  G 
with  uass  time  eas  &  eas  2  slip  in2  do  sin  thing 

) 
cech  me:.       ch/tell  them  sinful  as 
anyl  else  &  shud  tak  hart  Ik  2  G  4  streng  "    help 
(Illustration  Gal  Coolid      lin) 

"      -i  bout  say  sir./      jin  it, 
agin  it  in  world, nafeien,  state,  But  ,congreg,mdiv,rne 

■ation  overzealous  preacher) 
need  mor  men  lik  this  2day/men  stanup  tell  congs 
all  sinners  Sc  need  sav  Gr  11  G/that  good  want  do 
nnab  do  So  ev  no  v/ant  do  is  wat  do 

mor  prech  who  expl  con.'         sin  within 
has  plan  thru  it  all 
Last  wk  ballplay  scor  1  mill  run      Lor  4  it 
(Illustration  Gi  Chase  Manhattan  Bank) 


This  glor  mess  can  3  relat  2  all  sins  every  where 
Price  pel  '4-  sin  1nce  &  ''-  all 
It  now  poss  Llnd  UR  G 

1  4  God, 
-  G  4  Giver  Son  4-  us 

G  4  Grace  which  word  4  action  taken  by  G 

-liners,  "Sound  Tour  G"  &  let  ring  in  your  earn 

-our  voices  eac      ~?ryday  of  your  lives, 
know  •  cert  G  kno1      ilerstands  your  prob, 
e  did  sumthing  bout  it  in  life, ministry, deth, 
resurrection  of  Js  Xp 

■. 


ii  Your 


.  i  - 
Scripture 

out  wrong 
'  rveau 

, 

mzoil,  3ound       od 
Illustr      little 
easier  to  besinfi  fco  God 

"3acher 

: 

■  all  God  has  a  plan 

?un,  ant 

j    ill 
i   for  God,  Giver  '•  sift 
id  G  for  Grace,  word  for  fchi    Js  Xp  life   '  j 
id  Your  G  let  ring  swell  each  everyday  your  live 
Snd  Your  G  &  rejoice  in  the  love  of  God" 


nmd  Your  GJ" 

;:  _:o:::ans  7:19-20 

"  "-)E  I  do  not  do  the  good  I  wont,  but  the  evil  I  do  not  want  is  what  I  do. 

iv„/  if  I  do  he±  what  jt  do  not  want,  it  is  no  longer  I  that  do  it,  hut  sin 
which  dwells  in  me." 


Scripture:  lomans  7- 15-25 
I. other'       itory:  A  long  suffering  Congregationalist  gave  his  church  a  loud 
.      plaque  put  on  said  it  was  in  memory  of  his  late  wife. 
In  our  scripture  this  r:.   mi   we  heard  and  read  of  the  old  familiar  argument 

that  man  has  stru  creation.      i  involves  the  inner 

conflict  that      ierson  must  deal  ; bout  all  of  life. 

lustration  or  story  here)  ".Dear  Pastor,"  read  the  note  accompanying  a  box 
of  candy  left  on  his  desk  in  hi      y.   "Hemembering  that  you  are  fat 
cannot  eat  sweets,  I  am  sending  this  candy  to  your  wife,  and  nuts  to  you." 

aul  was  loo"  "  ted  to  do 

■i  lways  he  ended  up  doing  the  wrong  thing.   I  su]      all 

■  us  at      '  e  or  another  have  tried  to  do  something  fine  and  decent  and 
good  for  someone  and  had  the  thing  blow  ap  in  our  face     J  rk, 

"It  seems  when  you  try  to  do  s<         ;ood  for  someone  you  end  up  being  the 
l^er."  ]  aul  was  wrestling  xifcx:  very  strenuosly  with  the         ts  and 
feelings  and  emotions.  He  knew  that  we  are  filled  with  good  desires  and 

right  ideas  of  what  we  should  do.      new  that  we  all  have  very  good 
intentions.         ';  somewhere  along  the  line  our  good  thoughts  and  intentions 
seem  to  go  awry.   Someone  once  remarked?  "The  road  to  hell  is  paved  with 
good  intentions.   And  e  can  see  why  if  we  .just  guage  this  temark  by  our  own 
lives, 

bably  you  have  experienced  in  your  life  the  joy  of     i  ;  to  a  new  day 
i   ig  out  of  hod  filled  with  ma  ii   this  one  day  that  will  really  c;v 
then  at  the  end  of  the  day  retiring  to  bed  and  lying  there  in  the  dark 
thinking  over  the  events  of  the  day,  and  feeling  a  great  sadness  or  disappoint- 
ment that  you  were  unable  to  do  half  of  the  good  things  you  had  planned  on  d 

in  .    oil,   this  is  the  dil&nma  that  1 aul  found  himself  fact    ith.   Haul 
r^r  all  of  his  intelligence  and  wisdom,  must  have  been  a  very  perceptive 
and  sensitive  person.   lie  always  seemed  to  come  up  with  t      tions  and 
feelings  that  so  many  of  hi  '       were  wrestling  and  fighting  against. 


-2- 
But  the  wrestling  between  knc      bat  is  right  and  then  actually  doing  the 

that  i  3  not  confined  to  Paul* a  ,  nor  to  ours,  but 

has  been  a  part  of  mans  portion  since  the  beginning  of  the 
The  man  we  spoke  of  last  week,  Jephthah,  experienced  this  in  his  role  as  a 

■  &1.   In  the  12th  chapter  of  Judges  we  encounter  the  story  of 
what  fez  transpired  following  the  victory  of  the  Israelites  over  the  Ammonites. 
We  read  that  the  Ephraimites   cane  to  Jephthah  and  questioned  I   '     to  why 
he  did  ask  them  to  go  with  him  to  fight  the  Ammonites.   Jepthah  replied  th£ 
he  I      :ed  the  Ephraimites  to  go  to  battle  with  him         lid  not 
respond  and  so  he  upon  himself  and  the  ^ileadites. 

So  Jepthah  became  angry  at  the  charges  leveled  against  himself  and  the  Gilead- 
ites  and  he  mobilized   '  ain  to  fight  against  the  Ephraimites. 

Ee  captured  the  fords  of  the  Jordan  river  behind  the  Ephraimites  and  stationed 
?ds  at  these  positions,   .,'henever  a  fugitive  from  the  Ephraimites  tried 
slip  across  the  Jordan  and  join  the  3-ileadites  he  was  stopped  and  asked 
if  he  was  scxSiiaxditK  an  Epirraimite.   If  the  man  replied  that  he  wasn't, 
he  was  asked  to  say  the  word  "Shibboleth"   The  word  Shibboleth  meant  "an 
ear  of  corn,"  or  "a  stream."  ;  in  this  instance  was  probably 

mream."   'The  real  purpose  of  askii   "or  this  password  was  that  the  Eph- 
raimites had  difficulty  in  ^khee  pron    i  ;  words  with  an  SH  in  them. 
We  are  told  that  even  to  this  day,  people  who  live  in  the  area  around 
sEfes  3hechem  pronounce  the  word  for    ,   HS,  ir       f  Ihemsh. 

:'       rhen  one  of  these  people       ibboleth  he  gave  hi         v, 
and  he  ■     xecuted.  We  are  told  :.  killed 

in  this  inter-tribal  conflict. 

In  this  incident  between  the  Gileadites  a        '  ites,  we  see  that  there 
the  old  familiar  problem  of  jealousy  and  hatred.   Jhese  two  tril    who 
l%_ju1d  have  been  knitted  and  joined  together  in  a  common  cause  fighting  the 
enemie"  without,  were  instead  expending  their  time  and  energy  fighting  each 

-  ?r.   The  Ephraimites  were  afraid  that  perhaps  the  Gileadites  had  gotten 
some  spoils  that    ■'   >s  belonged  to  them.  ips  they  wei 


-5- 
not 
-tting  something  kfesy  which  was  rightfully  theirs.   This  story  is  actually 

thes   eglnning  of  the  divisiori  between  the  tribes  of  Israel  that  later  t 

erii  and  the  iouthern  kingdom  .   'he  intense  jealousjr  shown  here  by 

the  ilphraimites  later  brought  on  a  complete  spearation  of  the  tribes. 

:-e  in  this  incident  that  many  bines  the  real  enemy  is  3 

within  the  inner  circle  of  the  roup.   She  real  enemy  of  tSs  Jephthah  and 

i e  army  of  Gileadites  was  not  the  Ammonites  against  whom  they  fought  do 

orously.   !he  real  enemy  was  within  their  circle  of  friends,  and  in  partic- 
ular the  Ephraimiites.  The  old  saying  is,  "With  friends  like  this  who  needs 
enemies,"  and  the  Gileadites  probably  felt  this  way  about  their  neigbor 
tirtee  of       lites. 

,  in  essence  is  what  ]  ul  ~s   actually  trying  to  say  to  the  .iomans. 
was  point!      ;  that  the  enemy  was  not  lurking  out  there  the 

dar     ,  but  that  the  ene:.      lurking  ri      "e  inside  of  me.  It  is 
-:   Its  :'       ind  ugliest  form  that  creeps  out  f     ithin  the- -individual. 
It  is  sin  that  eksis  comes  to  the  surface  and  rears  its  ugly  head,  just  when 
I  should  be  doing  somethin      ';,  I  do  something  wrong.   It  is  always  when 

now  mu'ch  better  what  I  should  do,  that  I  do  the  opposite  and  sin.   Thid  is 
v/hat  I  aul  was  relating  to  these  people. 
I  am  sure  that  most  of  you  have  seen  or       ;he  commercial  for  Pennaoil 

or  oil.   he  punch  line  in  the  ad  is  that  "lien  we  ask  for  oil  we  feaat 
are  to  sound  our  Z.   ..ell,  this  Is  much  like  v/hat  happens  when  we  are  involved 
In  situations  where  w     w  what  to  do,  but  we  do  the  reverse  and  fall  victims 
to  sin.  It  Is  at  this  ]  '     b~t  we  must  learn  to  sound  our  G.   G,  natural] 
star  "    for  God.   To  call       od  when  we  feel  the  temptation,  and  know 
that  we  will  succumb  to      Lies  of  the  devil. 

ain  we  are  fa."  ha  dilemma  that  is  unique  to  our  humanity.  It  is 
l,_..ause  we  are  so  prone  to  forget  our  God,  that  it  becomes  almosi  '  >ssible 
to  sound  our  G  when  necessary,  and  we  find  ourselves  faced  with  a  situation 

imilar  to  that  of  the  Ephraimites •    ese  people  were  unable  to  pro- 

because  of  various  reasons,  and  we  are  so  hardened 


_■  _ 
in  and  the  sinful  life  that      not  pronounce  Sod.  e  pass- 

'  ti  e  it  becomes  easier  and  easier  to    t         L    '   sinful  thin  , 
:  d  of  dc: 
(i; ;      ti  i   "        '         •  bout  bei     )d) 

-.1  was  "         ;o  these  members  o  i   church.     w 

•as  as  sinful  as  anyone  else ,  and  they  sh         beart  and 
-  to  God  for  their  strength  and  help. 
(Illustration  of  Calvin  Goolidge  °-.   going  to  church  without  wife.) 

ell  if  any   C  you  go  home  this  morning  and  someone  asks  you  what  the  preach- 
ers sermon  was  about,  tell  them  it  was  about  sin.   And  if  they  ask  what  he 
had  to  say  about  it,  you  tell  them  he  said  he  was  against  it.   That  he  is 

ast  it  in  the  world.   Tie  is  against  it  in  the  nation.  lie  is  against  it 
in  the  state.   He  is  against  it  in  Butler.   He  xss  is  "gainst  it  in  the  ccr_- 

ggtion.  ,      "St  of  all  he  is  against 

i   Ln 
(Illustration  of  pre  h       overzealou  . . 

need  more  men  like  tl  i        .    sn  who  will  stand  up  and  tell  their  con- 
11  of  them  are  sinners,  and  in  need  of  the  saving  Grace  of 
rod.   That  the  want  to  do,  they  are  unable  to  do,  and  the 

evil  they  do  not  want  to  do  is  what  they  do.   ,Te  need  more  preacher       "ill 
Ln  to  their  con      aions  t  '  .   '-'hat 

through  it  all  God  had  and  has  a  plan. 
This  pa  '     -  a  basebal]      r  scored  the  1  millionth  run  in  Manor 

jeball  and  was  honored  for  it.   A  your         this  happen  to  him  when  he 
ped  inside  -nhatten 

(Illustration  of  ::k) 

This  is  the  glorious  'ted  to  all  sinners  ever 

price  has  been  paid  for  sin  once  and  tmm   for  all.  It  is  now  possible  to 
"Sound  Your  G."   "G"  for  God,  "G"  for  the  Giver  o  for  us.   "G"  for 

Grace  which  i.  for  this  action  taken  by  God.   Sinners, "Sound  Your  G,' 

and  let  it  ring  and  sweel  in  your  voices  eacb  and  everday      »ur  lives. 


"or  certain  that  God       and  understands  your  problem  for  lie  did 
;  about  it  in  the  life,  the  ministry,  the  death  and  the  resurrection 
of  Jesus  Christ.   "3ound  Your  G"  and  rejoice  in  the  love  of  God. 


In  f  ,  '     ,     ■   \t  I 

' '  i 

,  r  old  men 

ts»  ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF   CHRIST 

BUTLER,   PeNNSVLVANI  A 

PENTECOST    (WHITSUNDAY)  May    18*    1975 

Rev.    Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Eugene   Stephenson,    Organist 
Mr*    Ralph   Cooper,    Choi r   Di rector 
Shari   McBride,   Sill  Watterson  -  Acqlvtes 

ORDER  FOR  HOLY   COMH/'JIQN  -    I  I  sOO  P.M. 
Prelude  Music:      Selections  -  Gothic  Suite  No-,   25     Boellmann 
"Holy  Spirit,    Lead  Ub"  Frjck 

•Processional  Hymn  Ng.    193   "Spirit  op  God,    descend  upon 

mv  heart" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
*The  Alternate  Order  of  Holy   Communion   Page   3^ 

(Confess toN  etc,    through   the   Agnus    Dei    page  3^) 
Scfi i pture         John    I k :    I 5-25 

Hymn  of  the  Month   No-     f "fS   "Blessing   and   honor11 
•Apostles   Creed 
•Gloria   PatRI 
Offer* ng 

Offertory  "Quiet   Prayer"  Bell 

Reception  of  New  Members 

Anthem:      "Fairest   Lord   Jesus"   -   arr.    Rasley     — 
Soprano   Osligato   -  Von  Malonev;    Saxophone  QeLiGATo   - 
RaL  Thompson 
Sermon:  "CANDLE   POWER!" 

Sermon  Prayer  and   Lord*s   Prayer 

Communion  Hymn  No.    2$+   "Break  Thou   the   bread   of   life11 
The  Communion:      Please   retain   elements   until  all  are 


*Prayer  of  Thanksgiving 

*Hymn  of  Thanksgiving  No,  ISS  "Holy  Spirit.  Truth  divine" 

•Beneci ct i on 

•Threefold  Amen 

•Pqstlude       "The  Saints  Victorious"         Blake 

--------  *congregati on  standing  ------- 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Donn  E.  Miller  in  memory  of  his  "Mother"  -  Dorothy  K. 

Miller, 
"■eacon  and  Mrs.  Paul  Pfabe  will  represent  Council  at 

the  door  today* 

) 


Serving   as    Ushers   today   and  also   serving  Communion: 
Dave  Curtis,    Bob   Basehore,    Paul   Ffabe,    Allen 
BotacchI    and  Joan  Master. 
Nursery  will  be  provided   today   by:     Mrs,    Bonnie   v>nsel, 

Lori    Shearer,    and   Laurel  Stauffer. 

The   attendance   last  Sunday  was   2£5. 

~^>  Hospitalized:      Mr.    Ralph  Bonnett  -BCMH. 

Today   -  Meeting   of  the   Lake  £r i e   Association  at 
MeaovIlle.      Rev.    &  Mrs,    Link,    Mrs.    Lo i s  Wogan*    Mrs, 
Ann  Williams    and   Liz   Armstrong  wjll    attend. 
^.ALL  THIS   COMING  WEEK  -    1 9^3  -  7:30  P.M.    The  Rev. 
James   Keough  will   be  here.      Theme   "Keys   to   Better 
Li vi ng" , 
Monday  -  There  will  be   no   Fjdeljty  Bible  Class  meeting 

because  of  the  special  servtces. 
Wed*    -   g:30  A.M.    -  Board  Meeting   of  Women's    Fellowship. 
Thurs.    -    10:30  A.M..    -  Marv  Martha   Cir.    will  meet  here, 
DON'T  FORGET  -  first  Sunday   in  June  -  Church   School 
at  9;00  and  Morning  Worship   at    IOiOO. 
--jpRev.    Granville  Cooper  will  se  here  with  us  next   Sumday, 
^    Vacation  Bible   School  material    is   being   ordered,     if 

YOU     HAVE    NOT    SIGNED    UP    -    PLEASE    no     SO    -       We    HAVE     TWO 
NEW    WORKERS     -     SHERRY    McGlIMANB     AND     SUE    HOLLEFREUND. 

Rev.    and  Mrs,    Li mk  are   also   going    to   teach.       If    you 
are    interested    in  helping,    please   leave  us  know. 
This    information    is    in  addition  to  those  mentioned    IN 
the   Newsletter. 

>  Those  coming    into  the  Church  today: 
By  Letter  of  Transfer!     Mrs.   William  Sheppeck    (Linda) 
By  Profession  of   Faith:      Mr.    &  Mrs.    Kenneth  Bowser, 
Gaye  Bowser.      Mrs.    James   Shepfeck    (Cathy), 
Mrs,    Alice   Kummer,   Mr.    Harold   Kennedy.      We   are    indeed 
happy   to  have  them    in  our   Fellowship  and   as   new 

MEMBERS     OF    St.     PAULfS. 

Baptism  will  qe  held  on  the  E5th  of  June  for  those 

wanting  babies  baptized, 
There  are  new  booklets  on  Camp  Living  Waters  -  dates 

available  for  certain  groups.  Registration  forms 

available  in  the  Office, 
We  welcome  all  those  visiyjng  w*th  us  today  and  we 

ask  that  you  sign  tk Guest  Book  in  the  Narthex, 

}". ■  v"/    erf*,*  /  fi&'  y7/*e 


ower ! " 

t:  Acts  1:  ,  "Out  ve  shall  receive  uower.  after 
the  'iif-,1.--  ,-.  irjt  is  come  roon  you." 
oture;  John  14:15-2£  — — -— 

Candle  illustration:  candlite  serv  &  multiply  lites 
hdays;1  fat  1 
1942  candles  Approx  2;  quite  lot  Cand.  Power 

14  Jn  Js  tell  cone  event,  Acts  1  §e  Dext 
in  14  Jn  comforter/blanket  jest, but  wa      is 
Greek  i  I  call  in,sum1  call  2  help 

ler  vers  Advocate, Counselor 
I entecost  story 

-  peop  Ik  4  H  Gp  this  wr  he  no  c< 

■  liv  hart  person 
>p  either  dormant  or  vil  ]    alive  that  persor 
Js  say,  "Let  lite  shine  B4  npn  thn-h  they  nay  see  good 
yn-p'-s  ::  Klorif-  ■  ither  v/hich  is  in  heaven." 
He  say,  Bcum  candl  '     G/let  life  -.-Vc'-  our  lite, 
■  !  lite  way  4  others  follow 
id  stand  out  darkness  like  candl  pitch  black 
HOW  ,011? 

2A  ,        :  :  -•  ;:i  ju;jt  i 

: 

If  Blong  2  Xp  body  dwell  place  H  31  of  G 
This  fact-Se  few  understand ,but  wen  realiz  so  it  com- 
fort tliot,but  also  incumb  pon  us  2  striv  4  pers  holy 
:t  know  3rd  pers  trinity  reside  this  Temp,P  say 

ak  body  valuable , sacred, Blong  2  G 
take  this  litely, flippantly, it  mak  diff  how  tree 
bo  L   ,  -ore  go       io. 
,.e  no  present  fi"       use  for  state  dignitary  or 
pre  s  1 

ersist  present  filthy  house  2  G  2  dwell  in? 

;et  busy  start  spring  Clean  2  increse  Can 
element  fell  with  in  is  gnaw 

hunger/spiritula  hung--         J  striv  mak  gro  mature 
■  Jr.  Jellaan  fndr  Radio  Bib  Class  wrote  on  sub j , 
(  note  about  Spirit  Fillir.-'; 

Just  few  moms  join  2getb  partak  Lrd'S  Gup. 
Wat  better  time  than  this  AM  2  cum  2  Him  &  seek  the 
somplete  cleans  which  can  cum  thru  t"  '     -rament 

-m  TJ  may  want  confess 
your  pri  secret  faults  2  G 

1  ernaps  during  dist  elem  U  can  seek  cleans 
it  sum  pt  in  next  few  moms  cum  2  G  in  own  words, 
in.  own  '   ,  low  that  cums  from  Candle  lov- 

er of  G.  God's  Holy  Spirit. 


r ! " 

Text:     '  1:8a,  receive  power,  after  the  Holy  Jpirit  is  come 

upon  yotx." 
Scripture:  John  14:15-26 


'  h  lit  candle),  when  we  look  at    Lngle  c   Lie  burning 
in  the  da:'"    fc,  sucl  ,  we  do  not  notice  that  it  has  at 

all.  rere  to  is  sanctuary  when  ftarkne         Men,  and 

to  light  this  candle,  vie  would  see  that  it  had      at  deal  off  power. 

hiped  here  during  a  candlelight  service  can  recall 
amount  of  light  given  forth  hy  each  individual  candle  burning  in  the  da  - 
of  this  sanctuary  when  the  electric  lights  have  been  extinguished. 
When  we  have  a  birthday,  many  time::      '  ;ht  a  candle  for  each  year,  unless 
you  are  beginning  to  have  too  many,  and  then  yoiv     i  y  sticks  one  big  fat 
one  on  the  cake  to  si^sx*?  symbolize  all  o£  the       burnin       it  one  candle. 
3  were  to  te  birthday  of  'Id  need  about 

candle  '  back  to  the  birth  of  Jesus  when  the  actual  church  began. 
But  if  we  were  to  try  to  become  techincal  we  would  deduct  about  3$  53  ears 
from  this  and  have  1942  candles.  'ent  He  see  that  it  is  quite  a 

candles  and  worthy  of  giving  off  Jftiite  a  bit  o&   power. 
Our  scripture  for  this  morning  is  ites:  a  portion  of  the  very  old  and  very  fam- 
iliar 14th  chapter  of  John  which  I  always  use  in  a  funeral  service.   Jesus  is 
tellin  ;  Hi     1c  rers  of  a  coming       '   their  lives  that  was  to  be  some- 
thing they  long  would  remember.   In         ■'  apter  of  Acts  in  the  8th  ver 
Jesus  is  talking  to  his  disciples  just  prio         ascension,  and  He  tells 
them,  "Ye  shall  receive  power,  after  the       ipirit  is  come  upon  you."     is 
telling  the;::  what  was  t      'ace  and  probably  as  in  so  man"  other  in- 

aces,  they  did  not  comprehend  or  understand  just  what  He  was  saying. 
ate  read  in  the  14th  chapter  of  John  that  Jesus  mentions  a"Comf orter," 

'  ig  to  come  to  then.   Someone  jc1      said  that  this  meant  God  wa    Lag  to 
send  a  blanket.   fell,  this  may  be  said  in  jest,  but  actuallt  this  is  partially 
irit  is.   The  Gree       for  this  i  1,  and  3  t  means 
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"someone  who  is  called  in,"  or,  "someone  called  in  to  help."  Cther  versions 
ir   rpret  this  word  as,  "Counselor,"  or,  "Advocate."   Now  all  of  these  meanings 

■omeone  who  will  direct  us,  or  lead  us,   and  even  comfort  us  in  our  needd. 
We  a"       the  story  about  Pentecost  I  am  sure,  how  after  Jesus  had  ascended, 
the        Lrit  came  ipon  the  disciples  and  they  were  able  to  speak  in  tongues, 
or  in  other  1       33,  and  were  able  to  witness  to  others  who  were  aliens  to 
them,  and  to  heal  an  ■'  b  in  a  new  and  more  powerful  way.   This  was 

the  first  and  dramatic  revelation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  that  many  people  continue 
to  look  for  to  this  day.  Nov/  I  am  not  saying  that  the  ;rit  cannot  come 
again  in  this  dramatic  way,  I  am  saying  is  that  some  people  have  the 

in  notion  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  not  to  be  had  in  any  other  way.   And 
this  is  wron  '.    len  a  person  accepts  Christ,  the  Holy  Spirit  comes  and  lives 
in  the  heart  and  the  life  of  that  person.   Bu  irit  is  either  an 

active  and  tent  in  that  believer,  or  Lrit  is  more  or  less 

lit,  depending  upon  the  individual, 

,  "Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men  that  they  may  see  your  good  w 

.rify  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven."  ::  were  to  be- 

e  a  cOandl'      -''    for  God.   That  our  light,  which  is  our  life,  was  to  shine 
forth  and  light  the  way  for  others  to  follow.   That  by  the  very  existence  that 
is  ourjto  live,  we  should  be  standing  out  like  a  candle  on  a  dark  night,  illum- 
inating the  way  for  those  outside  the  fold.   How  does  your  light  shine  on  this 
birthday  of  the  Church?  Can  your  life  be  added  to  the  birthday  cake  and  give 
forth  just  that  much  more  StaocstiBxiajKJn^X  in  the  way  of  "Candle  Power?" 
If  you  belong  to  Christ,  your  body  is  the  dwelling  place  of  the  Gpirit  of  Gmd. 

3  is  a  fact  and  something  that  many  people  do  not  understand.   But  when 
realize  that  this  is  so,  it  is  not  only  a  comfor-  '        ;ht,  but  it  is  in- 
cumbant  upon  us  to  strive  for  personal  holiness.   ,e  must  know  that  dwelling 

residing  in  this  bod;  ,    is  temple  as  -   "  sails  it,  is  the  Jrd  person  of 
the  Trinity.  is  we  cc      the  realization  that  this  earthly 

house  ''      ?e  with  a  divine  tenant  is  valuable,  sacred,  nnd  belongs  to  God, 
It  is  not  -  lightly  or  pass  off  fli      y,  for  i  is  a 
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' -rence  how  we  treat  our  bodies,  ,  and  what  we  do.   rfe  certainly 

I  not. present  a  filthy  dirty  house  if  we  were  to  be  visited  by  a  state 

dignitary,  or  the  president  of  the  Una      bates,       bl  en  do  we  persist  in 

presenting  a  filthy  house  for  God  to  dwell  inside  of  us.   Je  need  to  get  busy 

and  start  spring  cleaning  to  increase  our  "Candle  lower." 

Cne  of  the  side  element:;  of  a  person  irit  dwelling  within 

him  is  to  have  a  hunger       .eps  gnawing  away  within,  and  which  seeks  to  be 

satisfied.   It  is  much  like  a  physical  hunger  except  it  is  on  the  spiritul 

plane.   This  is  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  striving  to  make  you  grow  and  mature. 

The  late  Dr.  Dehaan  the  founder  of  the  Radio  Bible  Class  wrote  on  this  subject. 

aid,  (Illustration  from  Jr.  Jellaan  about  Spirit  filling). 

Is  there  a  hunger  in  your  heart  for  a  deeper  life,  a  greater  .joy,  a  closer  walk 
with  God?   Or j  to  put  It  simply,  do  you  desire  the  fulness  of  the  -it? 

can  have  it  whenever  you  meet  the  conditions  of  self-examination,  honest 
confession  of  every  known  sin,  and  conplete  yielding  hx  to  God'      1.   You 
need  not 'tarry  at  the  altar,  "pray  through"  or  go  through  emotional  or  physical 
contortions.   If  you   i  "or  Him,    will  rush  right  in. 

ine  your  heart.   Jonfess  to  the  Lord        Lng  xfexxxEtx  you  know  that  us 
r  doubtful.   Surrender  to  Kim  and  trust  Him  to  keep  you.   Tou  know  what 
needs  to  be  confessed.   Is  it  some  sin,  some  habit,  some  secret  practise?   Is 

?ide  or  jealousy  or  covetousness?   Is  it  gossip,  an  unforgiving  spirit,  or 
the  sin  of  criticizing  or  judging  others?  Listen,  right  where  you  are,  tell 
the  Lord  about  it.   Confess  that  sin  to  Him.   Tell  Him  you  want  victory  and 
you  are  ^i±x±sg:::-icx1rrxiaxx±xg:iHiB~^  trust:* 

to  deliver  you  from  that  which  you  know  is  displeasing  to  God.   Accept  Ills 

iveness  and  cleansing,  and  you  will  experience  a  filling  with  the  Holy 
Lrit.  This  is  your  great  need.   Call  it  "Baptism,"  call  it  "second  bless- 
ing," call  it  anything  you  please,  but  fi:      b  it,  and  then  recognize  it 
as  the  filling  of  the  spirit  of  God.   Then  if  you  feel  like  singing,  .:'_■  ; 
if  you  feel  like  shouting,  shout;  but  be  sure  you  do  it  only  by  the  prompting 
of  the  Holy  .spirit. 

In  just  a  few  moments  we  are       to  join  together  in  partaking  of  the  Lord's 

at  better  time  that  this  morning,  today,  to  c        im  and  seek 

the  conplete  cleansing  which  can  cone  to  us  through  this  Sacrament.   -uietly 

during  the  singing  of  the  Co nmunion  Hymn  you      mt  to  confess  your  private 

sins  and  secret  faults  to  God.  Perhaps  during  the  disl     Ion  of  the  Elements, 

you  can  seel:  Hi        L   .   But  at  some  point  in  the  next  few  moments  come  to 

oris,  in  your  own  way,  and  seek  the  glow  that  cones  from  the 

andle  lower        .     '  it. 


I 


5T.   PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 

ButLER,     PENNSYLVANl A 

Second  Sunday  After  Pentecost  June   I,    1975 

Rev.   Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Eugene  Stephenson,   Organist 
Mr.    Ralph  Cooper,   Choir   Director 
Pam   Fry,   Randy  Dellen  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  'VORSHIP      10:00  A.M. 
Prelude  Music:  "Meditation"  Young 

"Cantab i le"  Guilmant 

Silent  Prayer   (Please  remain  silent  during  chimes) 

♦Processional  Hymn  No.   3S0      "0  Zion,   haste" 

♦Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

♦Exhqrtat 1  ON 

♦Confession  (In  Unison)  "0  Lord  our  God,  great,  eternal, 
wonderful  in  glory,  who  keepest  covenant  and  promise 
for  those  that  love  thee  with  their  whole  heart,  who 
art  the.  life  of  all,  the  help  of  those  that  flee  unto 
thee,  the  hope  of  those  who  cry  unto  thee,  cleanse  us 
from  our  bins,  and  from  every  thought  displeasing  to 
thy  goodness.  cleanse  our  souls  and  bodies,  our 
hearts  and  consciences,  that  with  a  pure  heart  and  a 
clear  mind,  with  perfect  love  and  calm  hope,  we  may 

VENTURE    CONFIDENTLY    AND    FEARLESSLY    TO    PRAY    UNTO    THEE.     Amen. 

•Kyrie  (Choir,    Congregation  and   Pastor) 

♦Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
♦Praise 

♦Fastor:      '0   Lord  open  our   lips. 

♦People!     And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth   thy  psaise 
•Doxologv       No.    55I 
Scripture   Lesson:  Acts   Itl-lty 

Hymn  of  the  Month  No.    195     "The  sun   is   on  the  land  and  sea" 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith        (Apostles'    Creed) 
•Gloria   Patri 
•Call  to   Prayer 

•Pastor:     The  Lord  be  with   you. 
•People:     And  with   thy   spirit. 
•Pastor:      Let  us   Pray. 
•Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 


Offertory:  "Album  Leaf"  Aulin 

Anthem:  "Twas  Goo"   -  words   and  music  Mrs.   W.   W, 

Pfag-e 

-Musical  arrangement   by  Marilyn  Stephenson 
Sermon:  "THE  CAT'S  OUT" 

Prayer  and  Lord's   Prayer 

•Hymn  of  Dedication  No.    1*67   "I    love  to   tell  the  story" 

•Benediction  and  Three  Fold  Amen 
Postluoe:  "Hymn  to  the  Trinity"  Scott-Oevin 

♦Conoregat  ion   Standing 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have   been  placed   by 
Mrs.   Ann  Williams    in  memory  of   "Husoand"  -  Woody. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today   are:      *Allen  Botacchi,    John 
Redman,    Dan  Bosko,    Robert  Knauer   and  Charles   Penar. 
Deaconess  Mrs.   Joan  Master   and  Daryll  Master  will  be       /  /  / 

AT    THE    DOOR    TODAY    REPRESENTING    COUNCIL.        W  g'i-<- °  1/z    f    I     1 

The  attendance  last  Sunday   wab    I70.                 \r/j  //7>&j      .    .      ' 
Nursery  will  be   provided   today  bv   Art  and  Betty  Carney 

and   Ellen  Master. 
Baptism  will  ae  held  on  June    15  during  the  morning 

worship  service.         ?&»«<-€    AT    rt>^/"-&-   W  ■    Jy& 
^Vacation  Bible  school  will  be  June    16  thru  20.     New      2S 

helpers  signed   up:      Judy   Ferree,    Steve  Smith   and         £ou 

Robbie  Vinroe.    (Special  meeting  during  Church  School 

today   in  the  office.) 
.J*0UR   CONGRATULATIONS   TO    ALL  THOSE   GRADUATING    FROM   HIGH 

SCHOOL  AND  COLLEGE.     Those  graduating  from  High  School 

are:      Liz  Armstrong.   Randy  Davis1    Cathy   Ferree. 

Debs  i  e  'Johnston,    Susan  Rensel.    Glenn  Robinson  and 


TJavid'StefflerT 
From  College:      Steve  Vargo   from  Slippery  Ro 


ck   College  "f?^ 
,n  January   197b  and  John  vensel  from  Penn  State  *"**, 

Uni vers i ty, 

■p>tJuNE~22  -  CHURCH  FAMILY  PICNIC  at  Butler  Memorial 
Park   (Sunday)-   large  shelter   (Rotary  Shelter). 
FLOWER  CHART  -  The  flower   chart    is  be  circulated   today./-""" 
If   you  want  a   particular  Sunday  -  pleabe  sign  up  now./y(.fl' 
In   addition  to   July   thru  Dec,    the   last   Sunday   in        ( 
June   is   available  -  please   let  Sea  know   if  you  would 
like  this   Sunday.        <Cvoal/j£'S     /^a      A<  a5\J  . 

■^THURSDAY  -  7:00  -  BIBLE  STUDY   -  Undercroft   each  hiek. 

"^■Mr.     RaLPH    80NNETT    WOULD    LIKE    TO    THANK    ALL    THr  "K    WHO       XflT 

SENT    CARDS,     WELL    WISHES    AND    PRAYER    WHILE    HE         ^8     IN         \*t/Atn 

the  Hospital.  H£VLfrf£,    r//sjc<.   -  /rTrtf   h/  t"&0  1 


'l/l^' 

/' 


'^v>. 


"The  Cat's  Out! " 
Text:  Matt:  23:13-20 
S^ipture:  Acts:  1:1-  ' 

(Illustration  isa±  stuffed  cat  in  bag) 

' ory  little  bo;       to  have  kittens 
P_atTs  Out  =  Secret  St.  Paul's  build  .NT  Churcl 
-:  Oh?   Grt  p.omm-JHR  ,Tr  I-i-h .  23:16-20  ( rftarTi 
Acts  1  :3  -Js  told  discxps  ■>.  cam  pass  J  ente 

et  gides/trane  men  &  they  do  job=so  wat? 
■■:JNG=AP.ta  3:1  (  'p.^:   :  :  :  :   -  .  3   ■  -..:. 
Aeta  8;4  (Read')  AIL,  EXCEPT  JCiscips/Gp.  Evangeli 
Discips  of  Discxps-  T  to  1  ' 

Acts  17:6b,  I1  at  Thessa/Jason  taken  by  rulers  &  vs6b 
Diet  nt  turn  world  upside  dn?  - 
ut  ch  gru  300  &  by  500  all  Xpians 

l  Emp  undercut  by  Xpians  -  Xpian  Emperor 
Decree  Constantino  &  Holy  Rom  limp/all  Xpian 
Const  perp  bigg  hoax  satan  ever  pulled 
over  1400  yrs  ch  try  B  Xpian  rules/formula/doctrines 
pt  peop  in  dark  as  well 
3ap,0onf ,Commun, other  docts  mk  Xpian/only  Js 
last  wk  accep  Xp, reded, salv etc 
mayB'wk  ratn  top  exp/only  few  days  watever, 

,  NOW  WAT?  Ware  G         -  .         Ur 
U  at  pt  need  "0:  ,  2  nov  along  Xianity 

J  need  gro  B  educ/2  gps  gro  whether  nu  or  old  Xpian 
fc  yr  1  3eac,1  Bld,&  Past  visit/train/evangelize 
I .  '.Traham  Bib  Study  all  accept    , 

:  sk  Counc  Evang  f und ;  pric e ;  how  boo]:  work  etc 
If  no  get,  give  name  will  get;but  read  Jn  meanwile 

If  ._  iershgps=pray  4  Ur  peop  even  if  go  ch  Sun, 
No  lump  &  pray  "God  bless  these -on  my  list" 
Look  at  name .picture  that  pers, think  their  needs, 
then  pray  daily. 
If  inactive , pray  especially  4  pers  soul 
Shut-in  listen  by  tape, use  yr  bk  go  thru  list, pray  4 
all.  wen  compl  start  over  pray  again 
ose  no  undersheps  just  attend  do  same 
If  .think  this  unnecess  turn  ,i.cts  1:14-  (VlearO 
■.Phis  mean  T'LCl  .u,  were  m  nrayer'.  ALL  3Tg-r:  , 
It  ~<~v   job  as  well  as  mine/but  I  no  expect  U  do  until 
trained, informed  2  do 
Cur  team  still  in  infancy  but  will  gro, need  recruit; 
Pray  about  it, ask  G  show  where  U  may  fit  in 

'  rrite,mak  excus  D  no  qualif/G chang  mo, can  ch  U 
-:r   4  Roland  Thompson, Paul  PfabetRalph  Link  that 
we  may  continue  gro, reach  out  2  peop  who  need  Js  Xp 
This  comniss  by  J  Jhurch 


"The  Cat1 a  Out!" 


Text:  Matt,  28:13-20 

Jesus  cane  and  spoke  unto  them,  saying,  All  authority  is  given  unto  me  in 
en  and  in  earth.  Go  ye,  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations,  baptising  them 
;he  name  of  the  father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Teaching 

them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you;  and,  lo,  I  am  with 

you  always ,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world.  Amen. 

Scripture:  Acts  1:1-1 

object  lesson 
(Illustration  of  stuffed  cat  in  paper  bag).   This  conjures  in  the  d     of  many 

of  you  I  am  sure,  the  old  saying  of  the  "Cat  being  out  of  the  bag."   It  also 

reminds  me  of  the  story  of  the  little  boy  who  had  a  pet  cat  which  he  loved 
very  much.   Suddenly  the  cat  started  getting  fatter  and  the  little  boy  wondered 
why.   His  mother  suspected  that  the  cat  w         bo  have  kittens  an      rhen 
the  little  boy  as      y  the  cat  was  getfcd      ,  1  -?.t  the 

cat  was  going  to  surprise  him  one  day.   Well  the  days  dragged  by  and  the  boy 
kept  asking  his  mother  when  he  was  going  to  see  the  surprise,  until  one  day 
cat  made  a  bed  in  the  corner  of  the  garage  and  proceeded  to  give  birth  to 
:ens.   The 'little  boy  who  was  looking  for  the  cat  that  morning  came  upon 
her  in  the       ,  and  not  HsAsTrstajidiaigxgBagi^r^f  completely  understanding 
what  was  taking  place,  ran  into  the  house  shouting,  'Mommy,  mommy,  come  quickly 
aii^xsggDii!,kaAKjagt3agxsH-:girg::g3±  our  cat  is  falling  apart." 

■ 
— , 

,  using  this  illustration  and  the  story  of  the  boy         cat,  let  me  Just 
riefly  that  "The  .-   '    at,"  as  far  as  a  church  secret  is  concerned.  Those 
ou  who  were  at  last  weeks  service,  saw  the  results  of  a  secret  that  has 
been  worked  on  for  just  a  little  over  a  year.  Yc         ,  "What  r;ecret?", 
the       :■  is,  "The  secret  of  our  attempts  here  at    .   ul's  to  build 
Testament  church."  And  just  what  is  a  New  Testament  Church?    ill,  it  :' 

hat  is  about  the  Great  Commission  of  Jesus  Chri   .   This  Great  Commi- 
ssion was  given  by  Jesus  before  His  ascension  t<       Lseip!  ea  and  it  is 

all  of  the  Gospels,  but  in  particular 
to  be  foundjtLn  the  23th  chapter  of  Matthew,  inccieetec  and  In  the  portion  of 


W 


Scripture  we  read  this  morning.  Let  us  look  at  the  23th  chapter  of  Matthew 
and  see  what  is  bed     Id  here  by  Jesus.   (Read  Fit.  28:16-20) 

•  let  us  turn  again  to  our  scripture  for  this  morning  and  let  us  read  again 
the  8th  verse  from  the  1st  chapter  of  Acts.   Jesus  told  His  disciples  this, 
and  it  came  to  pass  on  the  day  of  Pentecost  which  followed  shortly  after  the 
,.._.ension  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Now  when  we  look  at  these  two  related  subjects  of  Jesus  commissioning  His 
disciples  in  one  instance  and.  then  telling  them  where  the;  Ls  wit- 

nesses and  where  they  were  to  go,  we  realise  that  the  Christian  church  had 


Now  only  been  born,  but  had  its  sidelines  set  for  it.  Now  you  may  ask  or 

st   e,  "Go  what,   Jesus  had  trained  these  men  and  this  was  their  job  and  they 

were  the  first  ministers  of  J€  u   .lirist."   And  you  ar  partially  right  in  this. 

1st 
But  if  you  will  turn  to  the  8th  chapter  of  Acts,  and  the  &£X  verse  you  will  read, 

in  the  latter  part  of      verse,  "And  they  were  all  seattered  abroad  throughout 

the  regions  of  Judea      imaria,  EXCE            ■  .  n  If  you  read  the 

verse  of  this  chapter  you  read,  "therefore,  they  that  were  scattered  abro  ad 

went  everywhere  preaching  the  tford,"                 ,  the  di  iciples. 

word  for  preaching  the  ./ord  is  Ewangelion,  which  beskh  is  where  we 

Just 
the  'rom.   :""oie  that  were  scattered  Evangelized.   Not  the 

disciples,   ./e  know  they  did  their  share,  but  not  all  of  it.  This  means  then 

.'.:  the  disciples  trained  others  to  spread  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  It  was 
done  on  a  one  to  one  basis,  and  was  in  accordance  with  what  Jesus  commanded  them 
an''  ill  Christians  to  do. 

If  we  read  on  in  the  boov  of  Acts,  we  see  that  this  Evangelization  became  So 
thorough  that  in  the  17th  chapter  ifts  we  read  of  the  Jews  going  to  the  home 

aul's  friend  Jason  looking  for  Paul.  And  when  they  did  not  find  him,  they 
seized  Jason  and  some  other  friends  an      ged  them  before  some  of  the  rulers 
of  Thessalonica,  and  cried  to  them,  "These  that  have  turned  the  world  upside 
down,  have  come  here  also."   Now  they  had  not  literally  turned  the  world  up- 
side down,  but  they  had  converted  a  large  portion  of  Jerusalem  and  were  spread- 
ing the  Gospel  throughout  the  neighboring  towns,  and  thus  were  throwing  the 
Jews  in  a  panic. 

By  approximately  300  A.D.  the  church  had  grown  to  such  strength  and  grow 
and  was  re    '    out  in  all  directions,  so  that  it  appeared  that  by  approximately 

"00  the  known  world  would  be  Evangelized.   The  whole  Roman  en. '    was  being 
un-   "cut  by  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  until  finally  a  so  called  Christian  was 
made  emperor,  lie  knew  that  the  only  way  he  could  unify      Oman  empire  at 
this  poin  was  to  make  it  totally  Christian.      y  a  decree,  Constantine 
declared  that  it  was  now  the  Holy  -^oman  Empire,  and  all  of  it  was  now    i  iian. 


-:- 

But  it  was  Christian  in  name  only.   Constantine  perpetrated  the  biggest  hoax 
tY    '-   Satan  has  ever  forced  anyone  to  do.   Thousands  of  gacgSH  people  who  were 
utter  heathens  and  pagans  one  day,  were  now  declared  Christians,  and  they  did 
not  have  to  do  anything  to  become  Christian,  Simply  because  they  were  a  part 
of  the  Roman  Empire,  this  was  what  made  them  Christians. 

jo,  instead  of  passing  on  the  faith  on  a  one  to  one  basis,  Ministers  and  prmest  s 
were  the  ones  to  lead  and  Evangelize  and  speead  Christianity,   Thus  for  over 
1400  years  the  church  has  been  striving  to  become  and  remain  Christian  by  all 
sorts  of  erroneous  doctrines  and  formulas.   The  clergy  have  been  deceived  just 
as  much  as  the  laymen,   But  the  bi      =?ror  the  clergy  has  made,  is  that 
even  if  they  have  known  otherwise,  they  have  ma^       :pear  that  they  are  the 
sole  perpetrators  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.   They  have  held  the  power  and 
failed  to  share  the  Correct  formula  with  John  Q.  Tewsitter.   3?hu8  the  c  :iirch 
has  moved  on  year  after  year  with  thousands  living  andcdying,  and  many  of  them 
no  "mowing  what  it  truly  is  to  be  a  Christian. 

it  is  only  by  the  personal  acceptance  of  Jesus  Christ  that  makes  a  person 
iristian  and  it  is  not  Baptism,  Confirmation,  Communion  or  any  siiis  of  the 
other  things  many  clergy  have  held  out  as  Jasxag  that  which  constitutes  Christ- 
ianity. 

Bow  all  of  this  by  way  of  background  brings  us  to    .   aul's  church  right  here 
and  now.   I'Uny  of  jrou  last  week  came  "  and  either  accepted  Jesus  Christ 

for  the  first  time,  or  re-dedicated  your  lives  to  Him,  or  perhaps  understood 
for  the  first  tine,  what  Balvation  really  means.  Berhaps  it  has  been  a  week 
where  you  have  had  a  mountaintop  experience  and  you  have  not  come  down  to  the 
valley  yet.   But  I  would  suspect  that  for  most  of  you  it  was  an  experience  that 
has  lasted  for  a  few  days,  and  n  once  more  on  the  common  ground  of 

an  average  layman,  and  you  are  asking,  "'./hat  do  I  do  now?"   "  .'here  do  I  go  from 

Bell,  these  are  good  questions  and  normal  ones  for       .an  to  ask.   You  are 
at  the  point  of  needing  what  is  known  as"f ollow-up  Evangelism."     3  means 
that  you  now  need  so,  re  you  along  further  in  your  Christianity 
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whteher  it  is  just  new  or  of  a  new  quality.  You  need  to  grow  and  be  educated, 
xsy"  Very  few  of  you  have  been  aware  that  two  laymen,  one  elder,  one  deacon,  and 
your  Pastor,  have  been  training,  pray:*.   ,   id  visiting  members  of  this  congrega- 
tion for  a  little  over  a  year.   .'e  have  visited  mostly  the  inactive  members  of 
this  congregation  sharing  an  Evangelizism  program  with  them.  We  have  seen  the 
Lord  work  in  some  hearts  of  people  wtas^cfeaHsxfeaHTcnaEMbEes  in  some  wonderful  ways. 
We  have  also  seen  the  other  hind  of  results  as  well,   ./ith  each  person  who  has 
made  an  acceptance  of  GJgrist,  or  a  re-acceptance  of  Christ,  we  have  shared  a 
good  series  of  short  Bible      Les  put  out  by  Billy  Graham.   We  have  not  shared 
this  with  all  of  the  congregation  because  of  cost  for  one  t"  in  ,  and  because  we 
needed  to  do  some  background  education  and  work  along  these  lines.   So  today, 

uld  like  to  offer  to  some  of  you  the  opportunity  to  be  '     Is  short  Bible 
Study  and  to  lay  the  ground  work  in  your  lives  to  know  what  being  a  Christian  is 
all  about.   We  &b  unfortunately  do  not  have  enough  of  these  at  this  time  to  go 
arc   1.   I  would  ask  you  to  perhaps  at  the  present  time,  limit  yourselves  to  one 
per  family.   I  am  goi         est  to  our  Council  that  we  set  up  a  completely 
separate  fund  for  ism  program  to  be  carried  on.   These  booklets  cost 

55  cents  each  and  there  are  four  to  a  set.  We  have  not  asked  before,  for  any- 
one to  pay  for  them,  but  if  you  would  like  to  get  an  Evangelism  fund  started  I 
sst  that  yprw  those  of  you  who  are  interested,  would  contribute  soine- 
oward  it.  Now  if  you  want  one  of  these  first  booklets,  (the  red  boo  \  , 
they  are  on  the  back  table  in  the  ITarthex.  If  you  do  not  get  one  this  morning, 
and  would  like  one,  please  turn  your  name  in  to  the  office  and  we  will  be  getting 
more  i    . 

how  this  works  is  that  it  has  the  G0Spei  0f  John  in  the  Lining  Bible  te   . 
You  may  either  read  it  through  and  then  answer  the  questions,  or  you  may  t- 
each  question  and  tksH  look  up  the  verses  and  answer  them  that  way.  In  any 
eve   ,  there  are  two  small  quizzes  in  each  book,  answere  the  two  quizze  ,  put 
your  name  on  them,  so  we  know  who  it  is  who  is  answering  the  questions,  (and  this 
is  merely  so  we  may  get  booklet  number  two  to  you.   .'hen  you  have  completed  all 
,  Dooklets,  you  will  receive  a  little  certificate  stating  that  you  have  oomplet  ed 
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this  mini-Bible  study.  It  is  informative,  it  is  fun,  and  it  will  help  you  to 
gr  "  s  Iritually. 

Nov/  to  those  of  you  who  hsx  may  desire  a  copy  of  this  booklet,  but  must  of  nee 
ity  be  disappointed  this  morning,  I  would  suggest  ':  Ln  reading  the 

Gospel  of  John  until  we  get  some  more  booklets  in. 

To  those  of  you  who  are  ue       herds,  I  would  suggest  that  you  take  your  list 
of  people  I         u  are  undersb.epb.erds ,  and  begin  praying  forvthem  one  by  one. 
It  makes  no  difference  if  some  of  these  people  on  your  list  attend  Church  every 
week,  pray  for  them  daily  at  some  time  or  other.  Don't  Just  lump  them  all  to- 

;her  and  say,  "Dear  Lord,  watch  over  the  people  on  my  list.  Amen,"   But  in- 
stead look  at  the  name,  think  of  that  person,  and  picture  he  or  she  in  your 

,  and  ask  God  to  take  care  of  their  needs,  and  to  strengthen  and  help  that 
individual  in  whatever  way  it  Is  needed.   Then,  go  on  to  the  next  name  and  so 
on.   If  yoii  know  of  soaeone  on  your  list  who  is  very  inactive,  make  a  special 
ef  rt  to  pray  for  that  individual.  In  this  was  we  will  be  praying  for  most 
of  the  people  of  this  congregation  and  placing  then  before  Sod  in  prayer. 
Those  ©ho  are  shut-ins  and  listening  by  tape,  can  also  pray  for  the  individuals 
they  know  by  name,  or  could  even  take  the  yearbook  and  pray  through  the  list, 

ing  so  many  names  a  day  and  upon  completion  start  all  over  again.  Those  of 
you  who  are  not  undershepherds  and  just  consider  yourselves  as  only  members  of 
the  congregation,  you  can  do  likewise  by  remembering  all  of  the  congregation  in 

3   way  in  prayer. 
Row  if  you  think  this  is  unneccessary,  if  you  look  atbtbe  14th  verse  of  our 
scripture  in  Acts  this  morning  you  will  see  that  it  says,  "±s±   These  all,  (mean- 
ing the  Dsiciples),  continued  with  one  accord  in  prayer  and  supplication,  with 
the  women,  and  Mary,  the  mother  of  Jesus,  and       '   brethren."   This  means 
that  they  were  in  prayer  about  the  work  of  Evangelism.    a  have  only  seem  the 

'  what  God  is  doing  in  this  congregation,  and  it  can  only  continue  so  long 
are  willing  to  be  about  God's  business.   It  is  your  job  to  witness  to  peop- 
le as  well  as  it  is  mine.   But  1  do  not  expect  you  to  do  it  without  being  pro::   - 
1  and  trained.  '  still  in  -   :   will 


be  needing  recruits  from  time  to  time,  -ray  about  it  and  let  God  show  you  '.'here 
Tit  into  His  scheme  of  things  in  the  church.   Jo  not  become  frightened  and 
start  ranking  excuses  that  you  are  not  qualified  to  do  any  of  this,  because  if 
God  cPn  take  a  man  who  was  once  bashful  and  afraid  to  speak  publicly  and  mold 

over  a  period  of  20  years  to  become  a  preacher,  He  sure  can  change  a  lot  of 
you. 

rayer  for  Mr,  Thompson,  Mr.  ,     for  your  Pastor  that  we  may 

continue  to  learn  an3  to  ;row  and  to  reach  out  to  these  who  need  to  accept 
'.     ?ist  in  our  area  and  c 


ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED   CHURCH  OF   CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Fourth  Sunday  After  Pentecost  June   1 5.    '975 

Rev.    Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Eugene  Stephenson,   Organist 
Mb.   Ralph  Cooper,    Choib   Director 
Nancy   Link,   Jeff  Campbell  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  TORSHIP        [0:00  A.M. 
Prelude  Music:  "Romance"  Wjeniawski 

"Reverie"  Ganne 

Silent  Prayer   (Please  remain  silent   during   Chimes) 
•Processional  Hymn  No.   65      "This    is  my   Father's  world" 
•Ascription   -   Choral   Amen 
•Exhortation 

•Confession   (In  Unison)    "Gracious   God,    Father  of  our  Lord 
Jesus   Christ*    you  have   promised  to  receive  us  when  we 
COME   TO   YOU.      We   confess   that   we  have  sinned   against   you 
in  thought,   word   and  deed.      We  have   disobeyed   your  law. 
We  have  not   loved  you  or  our   neighbors   as  we  should. 
Forgive  us,   0  Gor,    and  Grant  that  we  may   live  and  serve 
you    in  newness   of   life;    through  Jesus  Christ  our   Lord, 
Amen, " 
•Kyrie        (Choir,    Congregation  and   Layman) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:     '0  Lord  open  our  lips, 

•People:      And  our  mouth   shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Oqxology       No,    55' 
Scripture  2  Samuel     IS:    19-33 

Hymn  of  the  Month  No.    195   "The  sun   is  on  the   land   and  sea" 
"Affirmation  of  our  Faith     (Apostles'    Creed) 
•Gloria  Fatri 
•Call  to   Prayer 

Pastor:      The   Lord   be  with   you. 
People:      And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:      Let  us  Pray. 
•Prayer  and   Prayer   Response 
Baptism  of    Infant 
Offeri mg 

Offertory:  "Andanyino"  Schubert 


Duet:      Piano  &  Organ   "An  Old   Trepting   Place'Va  iDowell 
Mrs,   Wallace    Feder   and  Mrs.    Stepmznbo*! 

Sermon:  "THE  HOLLXK  ECHO!" 

Prayer  and  Lord's   Prayer 
•Hymn  of  Dedication  No.      282   "F^ith  of   our  fathers!" 
•Benediction  and   Three   Fold   Amen 

Postluoe:  "Jubilant  March"  Glynn 

---------  *Congregat ion   Standing   ------- 

The   Lovely  Flowers   on   the  Altar  have  seen   placed  by 

Miss  Marie  Daubensfeck    in  memory  of  "Parents" 

Mary   Elizabeth   and  George  F.    Daubensfeck. 
Serving  as  Ushers   today  are:      'David  Curtis,    Rosqse 

Vinroe,    Robert   Dellen,    Rrian  Pfabe  and  Steve   Smith. 
Deacon  and  Mrs.   William  Pflugh  will   represent  Council 

at  the  door  today. 
The  attendance  last   Sunday  was    172 
Nursery  will  he   provided  today  by  Mrs.   Judy  Massart, 

Mrs.    Dru   Rensel,   and   Lvnne  Bosko. 
Baptized   today:      Sally  Ann  Vensel,    daughter  of  Mr. 

&  Mrs.    Ronald  Vensel. 
We  would   like  to  extend  our  deepest  bympathy  to  the 

Family  and   Friends  of  Mr.   Herman  Cubteao  who   passed 

away   last  Monday.  rt 

"^Vacation  Bible  School  will  se  starting   this  Monday*^ 

at  9  A.M.   -    II  130  A.M.      Cookies  will  be  needed  -   let     ■^''•^*fe 

ua  know   in  the  Office   today    if   you  would   like  to  donate 

SOME  FOR  THE  SNACKS  DURING  THIS  WEEK  OF  V.B.Ch.  ScH. 

^  Next  Sunday  is  the  Church  Family  Picnic  at  the  Rotary 
Shelter  at  Butler  Memorial  Park.  It  will  begin  at 

2  P.M.  AND  END  AT  9  P.M.  -  DINNER  WILL  BE  AT  5  P.M. 

Bring  a  well  filled  Picnic  Basket.      There  will   be 
games,    prizes   and  suprises.      If  transportation   is 
needed   let  us   know   in  the  office  or  contact  Wm.    Pflugh, 
The  Picnic  will  be  sponsored   by   the  Lay  Life   and  Work 
Committee,    with  swimming,   horse   shoe,    Softball, 
.badminton,    tennis,    bocci  j)n_the  agenda. 
The   Choir  sang   at   the  Veterans  Hospital  this  morning 

at  THE  9:00  A.M.  SERVICE. 

--^•Hospitalized:  Allen  Botacchi,  Nick  Nohach,  Wilmer 

Pfabe.  C-fV  0<° 

^We  need  5  to  10  volunteers  to  assist  on  project  with 
Fellowship  of  Churches  -  June  23,  from  6  tO  dap" 
on  N.  Main  St.  Hill  -  please  call  Pastor  if  yd   an 

HFLP  "  THEY  WILL  BE  CONTACTING  HIM  THIS  WEEK  Ft.  A       VOLyNTF 


\& 


SCRJPt  2  SAM  l8«19-33i  SERMi  "TH/HOLLOW  ECHO" 

CTLUR  HAS 

THIS   WiS  NOT  BIN  HOW  K   DAV  RAISD  MIS   SONS 
EXAMPLS:    AMNON   ft  RAPE   OF  SISTH  TAMAH    -   DAV   NO  PUNISH 
ABSALOM  QIV  FEAST   INVIT   BKOS   AMNON   DRUNK   ABS   HAV   SERVS   KILL 
B(fe   WAT   AMNON    DID  TO  TAKAR 
K   DAV   NO  SPK      OR   SEE  ABS   FOR   TWO  YRS 
ABS   t'LOT  ft  UAV  K   DAV   RESTOH   HIM  2HTS  HOUC,BUT  DAV  NO  SPK  W/HIt 
ABS   PLOT  OVHTHRO  KINGDOM, DAV  FLEE  HIS   MEN  FIND  ABS  ft  KIL  HIM 

THIS  PT  IN   SCRIP  RUNNR  2R  DISPATCH  2TEL  DAV 
*>,i   l^UMHIKAAZ  MIIS  BIN   REG  RUNNR, THIS   DAT  REFUSE      '        '      "**$£, 
SCUEHI    SELECTD  2B  RUNNR  INFORM   DAV 

=AFIIMAZ  INSIST  ft  JOAB   SEND  HIM  ALSO 

jpp  r'i  n  ~ir  rotnr  alon  wis  mean  gud  tidings 

JSTETsTWO  RUNNRS  NOT  HUN  2GETHR  lk  lik  gud  news 
IJ'i'/ffh'/APEARANCKS   IT  LOOKD  LIK   MUSB  GUD  NEWS.OR    DAV   THINK   SO 
W!  gOlhEPOBT  QTffS   HT  NT   ABS   FORCES    DEFF.ATD 
«™*?=AHTMAA7,  NO   ANSR   DAV  TRUTHFUL? 
i*S"=*kDAV    AWAIT  0""1P   RUNNR 
M**W=NOTHR   HTNT  BOUT  ABS  ft   HIS   ARMY 

m'  ^QUESTTN   BOUT  ABS  ft   ANSR=ALL  ENWYS   RHUD  BT,  LIK  ABS   -   DEAD 
*S-TT=DAV  LAMENTS   TH/DETH  OF  HIS   SON 

'IIS   TEARS/GRIFF  WAS  BUT  TTBHO  MMW-.OF  LONGING  '♦SUMTH  CUD  NEVR   BF, 
PLATE  2LAMENT/CRY/M0URN    -   DAMAC,   DUN 
HE   SHOD  HAV   START  YHS    AGO  PCQREC   SCN.DISCIPLIN  HIM 
EXAMPL=TODAY   ACROS  AMERICA   WE  SEE  MESS   FATHRS  HAV  CREATD  BY 
LAK   OF  BEING   FATHRS    -   DESERT! W  2FATHRHOOD 

iWT   BOH   r-HHl-im        I TV"    "'"•'    '  '    ■"■*""■ 

SADDEST  WORE  IS  «if— -  (EXPLAIN  -  GOLF/BOVLING/BARS ,  ETC) 

■4    is  jw  cwinoiiABL  ft  dauuiwb  muiSlE,  I!.  'nut  MSIni;  mw) 

HUGE  &KISSES  FOR  WIVES?      CHILDREN? 
TELL  THEM   "I  LOVE  YOU?" 

THIS  WAT  0  WANTS 
THIS  Q  SHOWED  TO  US   THRH  JS   XP 
WE  MUS   LERN  PLACE  CHI  S.DR  EM-SMALL   OH  GROWN    IN  G'S  HANDS 
ASK  G   TAK  CARE  THEM 
PRAY, PRAY, PRAY   FOR   OUR   OWN   FAMLYS  ft   FAMLYS   OF  OTHRS 
ONLY   IN  THIS   WAY  CAN  WE  OVRCUM   WI/KOIiliOW    LlllU   Uf   WHY   If  , 


i  :  jarria:;e/al30  what  aura  wonc:     ach.] 
"   ;    !Tn  ' -o  ]Oi  ■,.■;-  _v-'jrj  :jo:i,  ;u~  i.o,sura  son's 
each  sto  ' 

fathers  i 
■  David  lament  for -him  (J.LJ  .-  . ,    ,  '  ,1.  ) 

i  ■.   '  ,  ...  of  that  could  not  B,     

J  :  E  iy  lay         father  2  son  '   3     othei 

•  All  :         ir  B"a  cry  torm  &  ansui  4  Sons tdott£ 

7  ,  .       wo  tl/E      . '   that, but  gone 

parenthood  sobering  thot/anyl  can  Beum  father, 
But  real  9   is  how  raise         .  Pfaoc 

(      .0,,  ;;-rn^„-,  list',  thi.g  hf.»nl:d(wn  Ansr  hnM,;'/':" 

ev.  ;.  J,   'i-jlVi  :-: ■■-^•■^   m-=  -:nT  ;.;i^T 

"7 T-""  ..'j.r  "  -  canc-L-::  bout  child ,  8s  lens  bout  bowl 
core/degrees 

enuf  bout  child  as  do  current  interest 
■  te  at  bank  ?-  Dow  Jonea  ■'■ 

it  no  need  52  clear, need  gud         's 
{■  -    '        -■-■-■  :   '-  --  '■■'■'  ■■   ■     ■'■       (|T;V|'> 


I 


ml'    )5y  raise  proper  oboy,rer'Cc 
fETs   exam]      ■    ■  .  :i"    'iht  ' 


.  ^  ■  ,.,  --■W 


a  liven 

over" 


'  "'*',■,  -' 
.  -ib  most  0  can  say  same  thing 

.,:e:v   '.:'!:  tine  arm3  round  v,H  fp.   "■  tall  Iwlatl 

,-iVi  _■:■'--  'I1,, .'  ■..',,>■  i  -"jS'it  i:;  luv  ::o  cold  now? 

Jen  la,-:;  _'  o  y-  ■  ,,L-^  ;  i';L-o.r  .'.-.  boll  7  lav  ':ho  :'■ 

,.'-,,  c:  111  hi  .-;,j-.'  '  1,  'i.'.llc  a_-c,but  no  cliff, 

■  me, but  lr         old  dad 

fete  :-,ir:,''-alllHoll,yvfood  .jounrea  "■  Ohi  Jub  son 

;  not  only  our  noed4,'l.c:;irej,but  v. 

'  bta  D  even  '  ,  '    itain 

,  1  Lere 

.  ;hin, never  Iv  ua 

i  '    i  ' 

■anuf  as    '  ,  liv,  suffer  .die  A-  ua 

lad  Ixiv  we      '  :   emulate   our  lives 

iTe  v;e    ?'s   ever  lera, place  child 
care  ■■■-.  keep  by  pray  with   then  in  homes,!  pray  4- 
iway. 
ner  can  overcome 

J 


COMMUNITY  BIBLE  CHURCH  -  SAGAMORE,  PA.  -  JUNE  16,  1996 

PRELUDE 

GREETINGS/JOYS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRAYER  REQUESTS 


•HYMN 

PRAYER/OFFERING 
*  DOXOLOGY 

PASTORAL  PRAYER 

HYMN 

SCRIPTURE:  2  SAMUEL  18:19-33 

SERMON:   "THE  HOLLOW  ECHO" 

ST.  PAUL'S,  BUTLER  -  7 A 5/75 
•BENEDICTION 
•POSTLUDE 


3 1 " 

:      uel  18:35b,    my      "  sa]   .  .  ■    ,    son  Absal      ould  God  I 

bad  died  for  thee,  0  absal om,  my  son,  my  son!" 

■:•:  1     amuel  18:19-33 

;ory.o£  vranan  getting  married) 

"jusan,"  asked  the  preacher,  when  it  came  her  turn  to  answer  the  usual  questions 
during  the  marriage  ceremony,  "do  you  take  this  man  to  be  your  wedded  husband, 
r-  Tor  wprse  ?" 

"Just  as  he  is  parson,"  she  interrupted,  "just  as  he  is.  If  he  gets  any  better 
I'll  know  the  good  Lord's  going  to  take  him,  and  if  he  gets  any  worse,  I'll 
tend  to  that  myself." 

some  wc 
Which  reminds  me  of  what  someone  once  said  concerning  what  aocx&flSK  sees  in  a 

some  women 
church.  According  to  this  individual  aDCKHwacsi  only  sees  three  things.   Now  if 

you  listen  to  t     5  things  in  the  church  and  think  of  each  of  them  as  having 

two  meanings,  you  will  understand  what  this  man  said.   The  three  things  some 

women  see  in  a  church  are:  "Aisle,  ^latar,  ymn." 

.  sure  that  there  have  been  many  women  who  have  married  certain  fellows  and 
decided  before  the  weddi      t  they  would  altar  that  man.   Some  have  mzcceede  i 

.oat  have  not.  Many  a  good  woipan  has  spent  a  lifetime  trying  to  reform 
a  hopeless  c0se,   Of  course  the  reverse  is  true  as  well  and  we  must  say  that 
in  marriage  as  In  all  other  thi    .  :here  are  two  sides  to  the  story, 
oince  this  is  father's  Jay,  we  should  take  a  look  at  Father's  in  general. 
this  does  not  mean  that  you  ladies  need  not  listen,  because  I  am  sure  that 
somewhere  along  the  line  you  may  find  someth  i  .rou  can  use  . 

In  our  this  morning  we  rear!  of  a  son  of  Javid  being  mourned  and 

lament-'      ;he  King.   Absalom  was  the  ksuLExa^^aEaHkx^H^Jckicsxkhxa^axjsfccaaacxit 
third  son  of  King  David.   He  had  regal  ambitions  and  sought  to  become  the  king. 

rebellion  started  when  Tamar  his  beautiful  sister  was  raped  by  the  first 
born  son,  and  his  brother  Amnon.   This  was  a  difficult  thing  for  him  to  accept, 
Plainly  because  his  father "Uavid,  did  nothing  about  It.   If  we  read  the  story 
hat  transpires  we  see  that  Absalom  gives  a  party  and  invite:-  Amnon,  and 

_ he  is  drunk,  Absaloms  servants  kill  him.  This  of  course  is  planned  and 
plotted  by  Absalom.   For  thi    ing       refuses  to  see  Absalom  for  two  years. 

;r  Absalom! s  plot  to  see  his  father  is  successful  and  he  is  back  in  the  kin  ' 
good       ,  1      is  to  secretly  gain  support  for  himself  to  become  king  and 
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ov em-throw  David.   Well,  to  nake  a  long  story  short,  Absalom  causes  a  revolt  and 

his  men 
is  a   mr  with  his  father.   Absalom  is  tracked  down  and  is  killed  by  JoabAtte 

irajmacaiimECHfeinbi:  At  the  point  where  our  scr::_         an  this  morning  we  read 

of  two  people  running  off  to  tell  David.  He  is  told  in  an  indirect  way  that  his 

son  is  dead.   The  words  used  were,  "'ere   all  of  the  Icings  enemies  be  as  that 

young  man."   In  other  words  he  was  no  longer  an  enemy  because  he  was  dead. 

And  we  reaed  that  King  David  we  i      ::ruch  moved  and  he  went  off  by  himself  in 

his  chamber  a  d  wept  for  his  son.   But  his  tears  and  his  grief  were  but  The 

who  had  a   ]         "in  his  heart  &  for  something  that  coiild 
Hollow  -cho  of  a  maniXBinailartcdnEKi^j^^snjpaa^ 

never  be.         ' 
He  was  as  responsible  for  his  son's  death  as  if  he  had  killed  the  boy  himself. 

1  failed  his  son  when  he  needed  his  dad  the  most.   He  had  been  too  busy 

ing  king  to  give  his  son  the  love  and  the  direction  he  needed  for  his  life. 

But       /as  not  alone  then  in  his  anguish  for  the.  ands  of  other 

fathers  in  the  same  kinds  of  situations  as  he  found  himself.   To  be  sure  they 

_.ot  royalty,  but  the:/  felt  the         ;ho  that  resounded  as  they  cried  out 
for  the  sons  and  daughters  they  could  not  reach.  Tor  is  this  a  situation  that 
is  absent  from  our  scene  today.   All  across  America  Fathers  are  crying  out  in 

ent  and  anguish  to  sons  and  daughters  they  cannot  reach  for  sc      son  or 
another. 

The  saddest  words  in  the  english  language  kts   is  "IT."  "IT"  only  I  had  done  this 
or  that,  things  would  be  different.   "IT"  only  I  would  have  spent   -time  doing 
this  instead  of  that.   "IP"  only  I  could  do  it  all  over  again.   Tut  the  tragedy 
of  life  is  that  once  the  moment  to  do  something  is  past,  that  moment  can  never 
be  recalled  and/we~lnust  live  by  our  mistakes.   That  is  why  it  is  a  sobering 
thought  to  realize  the  responsibility  of  parenthood.   The  same  thing  I  said 
about  mothers  applies  to  fathers  and  that  is,  any  male  who  is  physically  capable 
can  become  a  father.   That  part  is  easy.   The  thing  that  determines  whether  or 
not       is  a  father,  is  how  he  is  able  to  raise  his  children.   Just  recently 
I  heard  someone  commetning  on  the  brea       >f  the  American  home  and  he  stated 
that  the  real  problem  was  the  lack  of  real  fathers  in  the  home.   A  minister 
.  ,  .   billips  wrote  recently  about  children  not  obeying  in  the  home. 
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tfhat  he  said  was  this:  (Illustration  the  State  will  make  your  hoy  nind.) 

Bhis   bering  thought  is  equally    lied  to  fathers  as  well  as  mothers.   We  need 

nore  f  thers  who  are  as  concerned  about  their  children,  as-.they  are  about  their 

oowling  average,  or  their  golf  score,  or  their  degree  in  their  lodge.  We  nee  d 

nore  fathers  who  know  enough  about  their  children  as  they  do  the  current  interest 

pates  at  the  bank  and  the  Dow  Jon      rages.   This  country  doesn't  need  a  good 

fiue  cent  cigar  as  someone  predicted  many  years  ago,  what  it  needs  is  good  strong 

nen  who  will  stand  up  and  be  the  fathers  they  should  be. 

Lke  to  give  you  two  illustrations  h±  involving  two  different  fathers 

and  perhaps  from  these  two  examples  we  can  see  a  little  more  of  what  I  am  trying 

fco  say. 

(Illustration  of  farm  boy  dead  tired  asked  by  father  to  go  to  town  &  dad  dies) 

Here  is  an  example  of  a  boy  that  was  raised  properly  and  had  learned  to  ol 

and  respect  his  father,  because  the  father  had  been  wkstxkExskmdci  the  proper 

kind   "  father. 

(Illustration  c  ti  le  to  read  to  Margie) 

This  is  an  example  of  the  Hollow  Echo  that  is  heard  in  many  fathers  lives.  There 

are  times  I  look  back  and  say,  "I  W3    I  could  do  so  and  so  for  my  children." 

?.gine  that  almost  all  of  us  here  can  say  the  same  thing.   /hen  was  the 

last  tine  you  fathers  put  jrour  arms  around  your  wife  and  told  her  you  loved  her? 

Sure,  you  might  be  married  2&$   15,  20,  JO  or  more  years,  bub  has  your  love 

grown  so  cold  you  cannot  tell  her  of  it?       fas  the  last  time  you  put  your 

arms  around  that  son  or  daughter  and  hugged  them  and  let  them  know  you  loved 

■ 
them?   I 'know  your  children  may  be  bigger  than  you,  or  may  be  middle  aged.  But 

we  need  to  show  our  love  in  our  families.  Our  two  sons  are  both  taller  than  I 

am,  but  if  we  are  separated  for  a  few  days,  they  kHgs  hug  and  kiss  their  c" 

dad  unashamedly.   This  past  week  I  saw  the  master  of  ceremonies  of  Hollywood 

,   eter  Marshall,  hug  -ad  kiss  his  son  who  plays  baseball  for  the  Chicago 

Cubs  on  the  Mike  Douglas  sho  .    *e  you  too  old  for  that?  I  can  i         '  kat 

there  are  fathers  today  who  only  wished  they  could  do  this  again. 

But  you  see  in  all  of  this  is  not  only  to  be  found  our  needs  and  our  desires, 


but  what  God  wants  from  us,  and  desires  for  us  to  do.   Sod  waa  with  David 

eve   though  Javid  was  a  very  sinful  man  at  tines  in  his  life.   David's  son 

may  have  been  taken  from  h?       od  still  smstainecl  him  through  life. 

ay  think  that  life  at  times  is  nothing  more  than  "The  Hollow  Echo"  but 

even  in  those  darkest  moments  Sod  is  with  us.  God  is  the  only  father  who 

stays  with  His  children  thorugh  thick  and  through  thin.  He  never  deserts  us 

or  leaves  us.   We  may  think  He  does,  but  it  we  who  desert  and  leave  Him. 

sent  His  uon  to 
thought  enough  of  us  as  a  Father,  that  He  EXKKct®  earth  in  human  form 

live,  suffer  and  die  for  us.   This  is  love.  :,ni  this  is  the  kind 

of  love  we  fathers  are  to  strive  to  emulate  in  our  lives  ns  we  assume  the 

responsibility  of  raising  our  children. 

The  largest  lesson  in  life  \  ;ers  can  ever  learn,  is  to  place  our  children 

in  God's  care  and  keeping  by  praying  with  them  in  our  homes,  and  by  praying 

for  are  away  from  home.   In  this  manner  we  can  overcome  that 

W  Echo"  which  makes  each  of  us  aware  that  we  are  merely  humans,  and 

that  we  need  to  seek  God's  help  in  the  rearing  of  our  children. 


■ 
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ORDER  OF  WORSHIP    10:00  A.M. 
Prelude  Musjc:  1iSalut   D* Amour11 

''Marti  ns" 
Silent   Prayer 
•Processional  Hymn  No.    I 82   "Fairest   Loro  JesusJti 
*AscRfPTioM  -  Choral  Amen 

*PraveR  of    Invocation    (Leader,    and  Congregation) 
"0  Goo,    whose  being   and    perfections   are    infinite  and 
eternal,    unchangeable,    the   same    yesterday,    today,    and 
forever:      You   are  glorious    in  holiness,    full  of   love 
and   compassion,    abundant    in   grace   and  truth,      all 
Your  works   praise  You    in  all  places  Of  Your   dominion: 
and   Your   Son  has   glorified  You  upon  earth.      Therefore 

WE     BOW    DOWN    AND    ADORE    YOU,     FaTHER,      Sq  N ,     AND    H.QLY    Sp)r|t, 

one  Goo,    blessed   for   evermore.      May  our  worship   not 
only  praise  Your  Name,    but  be  acceptable   in  Your  sight, 
in  Jesus  name  we  pray.      Amen.11 
Presentation  of  Altar   Flowers   By  Children 
Scripture:  Luke   2;    l4l-52 

Hymn  of  the   Month  No,    195   "The   bun    is   on  the  land   and   sea11 
Chilorcn*  Program   (songs,    poems,    etc.)  Hymn  Mo.    252 
■"Childrens  Sermon 
Mdrning  Prayer  ~  Choral  Response 
Offer i ns 

Offertory      "Children  of   the  Heavenly  Father" 

Swedish    Folk   Song 
Sermon  "HOOKED  ON  LOVE'" 

Prayer  and   Lord's   Prayer 

Hymn  No,    H6Q        lf  I    think  when    I    read   that  sweet   story  of   old1' 
Benedi CTfON 
Threefold  Amen 

dostlude  "Majesty*  S&huler 

I 


'Take   Thou  Our  Minds" 


^-^-Serving   as  Ushers   today   are:      Bob   Dellen,    Brian  Pfabe, 

Chris   Pfabe   and    Rodney   Kosnaumpf 
~^   Youth    participating    in   the  Service!      Pam  Fry,    Nancv 
Link,    Marlene  Ri  emer,    Paula   Stephenson,    Rob   Vinrqe, 
Deacon    and  Mrs.    Harry   Fry  will   represent  Council  at 

the  door  tooay, 
Nursery  will  be  provided   itodav   by:     Mrs,   Virginia 

Mangel,    Judy    Snyder   and   Jodi    Marte. 
The  attendance   last  Sunday  v"Ab[32±^       .  £>/*-**    "^AVA^/iJ-  J]o 
>■  Hospitalized:     Allen  Bqtacchi  ,Q^ck  TToHAcITi   Steve  Pawk.  ' 

•>*We    need   5   to    10  volunteers   to   assist  with  the   project   ^*'**£ 

TOMORROW  EVENING  OF  CLEANING  UP  N.  Ma  I  N  St  »  Hi  LLS  I  DE  ***/''*rfc. 

^EBflM^b^TQ  dark.   This  is  a  project  along  with  ButLer  *?£&£ 
Fellowship  of  Churches.   This  is  pet  for  tomorrow  eve.~   5 
^.Todav  -  CHURCH  FAMILY  PICNIC  at  the  Rotary  Sh eltTr^^ ^<£} 
at  Butler  Memorial  Park*   This  will  begin  at  2  P.M. 
and  end  at  9  P.M.   Dinner  will  be  served  buffet  style 
AT  5  P.M.  sharp.   Bring  well  filled  Ptcntc  Basket. 
There  will  be  games,  prizes  and  suprises.   If  trans- 
portation is  needed  LET  us  know  in  the  office  dr 
contact  WM,  PfLUGH. 
"^►Tomorrow  -  Our  Church  and  Pastor  have  charge  of  the 
Service  at  Sunnyvcew  Home.   Your  participation  wold 
be  appreciated  -  meet  there  at  i  j  00  p.m. 
^Wed.  -  June  2$  -  YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP  MEETING  at  7:00  P.M. 
J>Thurs.  -  BIBLE  STUDY  in  the  Undercroft  at  7:00. 

Mr.  Edward  King  appreciated  those  members  of  the  Church 
who  sent  cards  and  well  wishes,  and  also  for  the 
visits  from  our  Pastor, 
We  would  like  to  thank  all  those  that  participate  in 
the  Vacation  Bible  School  this  past  week.   Thehe 
were  approximately  100  children  attend.  the  teachers 
and  helpers  and  workers  were  great.  we  would  also 
like  to  thank  all  the  vqmen  who  were  contacted  to 

SUPPLY  COOKIES  FOR  A  LUNCH  OR  SNACK.   We  APPRECIATED 
EVERYTHING  ANYONE  DID  TO  MAKE  VACATION  8|BLE  SCHOOL 
AND  REAL  TREAT  FOR  THE  CHILDREN. 


; 


Prayer  is  fellowship  with  Goo.   It  is  the:  soul  or  man 

GOING  OUT  TO  GoO  AND  THE  Sp J R | T  OF  GoC  COMING  INTO 

-A  TWO-WAV  COMMUNICATION.   Sp I a I TU AL  QOOOS  PASS 


MAN. 


IN  EXCHANGE  ON  THE  HIGHWAY  OF  PRAYER. 


\vft-  £-&£}£■         \,/j/7TI^ 


ion  June  22,  1975 
,     '.  shalt  do  i;h:-t  which  is  ri^ht  and 


7»od  in  the    :-;i  ;ht 


oe   ...on. 


'  Lreet,  lirection? 

peopfrom  ,   can 

tud  1  t    others   to     H  ■ , 

'    1   way? 
■    "    keep   co.  i   erly 

Lther. 
ilright  wo  , 

but  wen  thing  go  wrong,   trub  oti,  , 

we  no  sure  , 

■■■   nail)  ,  •  >rk  rt , 

1  i  Lour  by  livi 

■    . 


i 


52 ,         n    ■Tar,-.;.-, — .-jxw   hn;h    tall    :^.s    wise  , 
■  r:    w-.-    I.orp''.        -   God   and   ::;■■, '  .  : 
LiptUT-    :  :   1-1-52 


boy  right?      2day    scrip    tell  smart  boy  Js 
io  precos,.-,ion3ter,froa!:/lie  cun  age  reason 

a  man        (The  Findin  '       'ramp) 

i  Lcture 

i  public  discuss, J.o  ask" 

en,  ".th  other 

.  ' :    ■".:■    luveH    Vr   both. we    luve-1    V-     ' ., 


no   iuv  aan/cnaxnjlawDre)-:G,otix±a  nioiests   etc 
parent, di 
{Illus   :-,tate  will  raj.  ;■•   "■•>.-].  ,nothor     'other  tell, 
tTijy-    l:--i.-=f.l|   how  walv.but   :io   tell   where)  .num.; 
(,1111.1.3    born    boohed) 
easj  '  '  , 

1  no  want  hurt  ix '  j/3   slif-oonoei 

,  ,       ■ -,etc 

wen  1st  cum  told  no  uae,VBS  ded,done 

Led ,  inymore , 
I  no                 ,  eove   otherwise   "-.  devote 

to   it 

i  surroun  I  • 

f/araot^EHi""  oqtaafeSSiSBS 

(Illuo  bo-  in  oriihana-o     -  note    .'honvnr  _ii-.da  I   luv) 
3oy    hvit    -i  lr.lt  o    wlu.-b    r.eo    e.i^ ':;aolles   us    lesson   too 

(  ikea  peop  -  'ing 

ea  us  ma  : ldren  every- 

■ch  open  7  day  i    , 
■  , 
j  like  '-■   place  bulg  at  sean 
on  '      ,  Tigs  ,& 

our  300:'  : 

sum  wen  adults  quit 

tier 

■ning  2  hell, but  mor 

. 

■      '  hut 

n   only  old  peap/to 

,  im  Ja 

^Lj.   no  J;--    "oh     ,i — '-I.   -     -:-y'    i-io-ol  -petty  things   we 

.h    _  ■       :■..-■    'I. •;,-;■  i",      ''','■■•■•    ■' i    ■-■■  -T-    "ho    r.'t  ,1s    ,kn    will 


fo      :    ch    H00'"|r    ■'    "^■•■'"ri    rlr 

>    '-    ■-■-■     -    v  -^ 


-      6n  Love! " 

fee   2:52,    "So  Jesus  th  tall  and   Tr:'.ie,   and  was  loved  by  ;jod  and  man.1 

-re:   Luke   2: 1-1 -52 

Stories   about   children  are   most   often  the   basis   for  su&n^xaksnrir^x  many  humorous 

anecdotes,  and  provide  adults  with  a  good  laugh.  One  such  true  story  concerns 

a  certain  boy  who  was  helping  his  mother  bring  in  the  clothes  off  the  line  as 

a  storm  threatened  overhead.  it  the  last  armload  in  and  closed 

the  door,  the  boy  waved  his  hand  to  the  heatfens  and  said,  "OK  God,  let  her  rip." 

ther  little  boy  v  ■   id  of  lightning  and  thunder  and  refusedcto  go  to  bed 

during  a  thunder  storm.   His  nother  said;  "There's  nothing  to  be  afraifl  of  - 
God  will  take  care  of  you."   T I  know,"  the  boy  said,  "but  He  can  take  care  of 
ud  better  is  we're  all  together,  than  if  He  has  to  keep  running  up  to  my  room." 
"But  God  is  in  your  room,"  said  mother,  "and  He  can  take  care  of  you  there." 
Reluctantly  the  boy  departed  for  bed,  but  soon  was  heard  running  down' the  stairs 
following  a  terrifying  rumble  which  shook  the  house.   "llama,"  he  said,  "You  go 
up  and  stay  with  God,  while  I  stay  down  here  downstairs." 

This  little  fellow  sounds  like  a  rather  intelligent  chap  doesn't  he?  Well,  today 

used  as  our  scripture  a  very  intelligent  child  named  Jesus  of  Nazareth.   Now 

yo_  may  be  thinking  that  He   was  the  Jon  og  Bod  and  couldn't  help  but  be  very 

ich  is  true.   But  we  must  first  consider  that  it  must  have  been 

an  awakening  for  Him  probably  at  this  age,  that  He  was  not  teactly  the  same  as 

all  the  other  children.  Had  He  been  made       of  this  was  a  baby,  or  as  a 

small  infant,  He  would  have  been  a  monstrosity.   His  awareness  of  Himself  must 

have  come  upon  Him  when  He  had  reached  the  age  of  12  or  so,  or  what  we  like  to 

refer  to  as  the  age  of  reasoning. 

I  am  sure  that  most  of  us  have  seen  the  very  lovely  and  beautiful  painting  h£ 

by  Ilofmann  entitled  ,  "The  Finding  of  Christ  In  The  Temple."  This  painting  has 

Jesus  portrayed  as  standing  in  the  midst  of  a  group  of  elders  and  it  appears 

that  He  was       ;  them  a  lecture  and  they  were  listening  as  His  pupils.   I 

believe  this  view  is  erroneous  and  makes  Him  out  to  be  a  precocious  child  which 

He  wasn't.   There  are  some  books  that  have  been  written  of  the  child  Jesus  that 

hw.  e  never  found  their  way  into  the  Bible  because  they  tell  of  Jesus  as  being 

a  very  impetuous  and  precocious  child.  These  books  tell  stories  of  Jesus  making 

clay  pigeons  for  instance  and  then  spitting  on  them  and  they  became  live  birds 

and  fie-  •   .   hey  tell  of  things  not  going  the  way  He  wanted  them  to  and 
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:is  using  His  power  to  destroy  £behh±kxhhsc  other  children  and  things.   This  is 

not   true  picture  of  Jesus  Christ. 

ust  first  of  all  understand  that  in  a  Jewish  family,  when  a  boy  reached  the 

twelve        a  man,  and  was  consider^  as  a  son  of  the  law.  He  had  to 

observe  the  law  and  the  law  stated  that  all  males  twelve  and  older  had  to  attend 

the  .-  a; 3 over.   rence  His  appearance  in  the  Temple. 

in  a  caravan 
Then  we  must  understand  that  the  women  usually  started  back  first  because  they 

traveled  more  slowly  than  the  men.  The  men  started  out  later  and  traveled  at 

a  faster  rate  of  speed,  and  usuall      ■  overtook  the  caravan  when  they  reached 

the  first  encampment  for  the  night.   Joseph  probably  assumed  that  Jesus  was  with 

-,  and  liary  probably  assumed  that  Jesus  was  with  Jospeh.   So  we  can  easily 
see  why  He  turned  up  missing. 

Then  we  also  need  to  underst       b       nhedrin  during  the  Passover  seasonm 
met  in  public  in  the  Temple  court  to  discuss  and  religious  kkks±±hhx  and  Theo- 
lo~'  al  questions.   Inyone  who  wanted  to  listen  in  or  be  a  part  of  the  discussion 
was  free  to  do  so.   The  phrase  used  for  a  student  learning  from  his  teachers 
was,  "hearing  and  asking  questions."   This  then  is  tfce  true  picture  of  Jesus, 

ras  "hearing  an     bag  questions." 

ary  and  Joesph  missed  Him,  they  turned  back  and  looked  for  Him.  And  so 

we  read  that  they  found  Him  in  the  Temple  and  He  was  surprised  that  they  did  not 

understand  what  He  was  doing  there.  And  He  KEutE  returns  to  Hazareth  with  them, 

and  we  read  that  He  was  obedient  to  them  and  "L>o  Jesus  grew  both  tall  and  wise, 

and  was  loved  by  God  and  man."   I  would  like  to  use  this  verse  as  my  text  for 

this  morning.   I  think  it  is  rather  significant  to  read  this  verse,  because  it 

shows  us  that  even  though  Jesus  was  the  Son  of  God,  and  thus  very  mush  out  of 

the  ordinary,  yet  He  was  loved  botbTby  God  and  by  man."     e  know  that  we  »re 

each  one  loved  by  God,  but  aren't  there  many  people  who  are  not  loved  by  man? 
and  mankind? 

Esa£^cfcB2^inaaz2ocxH3fcdcxi3QCxx2tsm£XHrib^ 

toaxiK:<iE±±:caH±:csfeHKH:iSEnitsx3biXE£     Tome   of  these   are   criminals,    lawbreakers, 

deserters   of  v/ives  and  children.      .  eople   that   make   our  very  blood  boil  at  the 
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their  misdeeds.   We  find  it  hard  to  equate  them  as  being  children  of 

God   i  thus  worthy  of  the  love  we  should  show  to  them.   I  have  said  before  that 

ia  relatively  easy  to  become  8  parent,  but  it  is  a  more  difficult  task  to  raise 

that  child  properly. 

(Illustration  of  the  state  will  raise  -our  boy).   Another  mother  writes  of  her 

son,  (Teaching  how  to  walk,  but  not  where*)  A  nurse  writes  about  a  baby  she 

Dallas 
and  heard  in  a  hospital  in  jiHHStsx  Tessas,  (Illustration,  Born  Hooked). 

In  each  of  these  incidents  it  is  relatively  easy  to  stand  back  and  see  the  miss- 
ing ingredient  in  the  lives  of  these  children.  The  f  rst  mother  was  concerned 
that  she  was  going  to  warp  the  boys  perse       by  applying  a  few  well  placed 
swats  on  the  proper  area  of  her  son  to  make  him  listen  and  do  what  he  should  do  . 
The  second  mother  tried  to  do  the  right  thing,  but  neglected  to  give  as  much 
guidance  in  the  spiritual  life  of  her  son,  as  she  did  to  the  physical.  It  takes 
more  than  food  and  clothing  to  raise  a  child  properly.  The  third  mother  was 
no1   oncerned  about  her  unborn  infant,  because  she  had  to  gratify  and  satisfy 
her  owns  needs  and  desires.  Sure,  she  was  hooked  on  drugs,  but  she  could  have 
gotten  away  from  the  habit  and  the  drug  scene  if  she  really  chose  to  do  so. 
This  incident  incidentally,  is  something  that  a  pharmacist  friend  of  nine  says 
happens  quite  :r  nuently  in  larger  cities.   In  New  York  city  they  have  a  special 
nursery  in  maternity  wards  for  babies  born  hooked  on  drugs.   Its  pathetic  isn't 
it,  that  because  of  the  sin  of  the  parent,  a  &ter  helpless  child  can  be  feorn  with 
a  wicked  and  evil  habit. 

But  it  also  takes  one  other  ingredient  that  is  too  often  neglected  and  sometimes 
it  is  neglected  in  some  of  the  best  and  well  intentioned  families. 

(Illustration  of  boy  and  "  ..'ho  ever  finds  this  note I  Love  You.) 

ow  tragic  that  in  13  different  orphanages,  no  one  saw  that  this  boy  only  needed 
someone  to  love  him  and  try  to  understand  him.   Some  of  our  youth  last  fall  went 

tc   amp  Living  rfaters  and  heard  an  ex-convict  named  Ten  Edwards  tell  of  his  life. 

sordid  and  sad 
One  of        ~     let  me  read  the  book  of  this  man's  life.   It  is  a  book  s£  that 

speaks  of  a  boy  that  nobody  wanted,, 

This  past  week  we  saw  this  plawe  practically  ove        i   "   "'•     on  X 


first  came  here  I  mentioned  that  I  would  like  to  sa±s  have  vacation  Bible  school. 

sople  told  me  it  would  be  foolish  because  the  Vacation  Bible  School  had  to 
be  discontinued  because  o:°  a  lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  kids  and  parents. 
I  believe  that  some  people  were  rather  -   bical  when  I  proposed  it  for  our 

■  Ledule,   To  say  that  I  was  surprised  by  the  fantastic  turnout,  is  to 
put  it  mildly.   We  had  83?  registered  children  this  week.   I  believed  that  they 
were  out  there  somewhere,  and  the  parents  proved  me  right.  I  also  believed  there 
was  a  need,  and  I  found  out  there  Wi  . 

People  tell  me  all  the  time  the  Sunday  School  is  dead,  and  we  may  as  well  close 
up  shop.  But  I  do  not  believe  that  for  a  moment  and  I  intend  to  devote  as  much 
energy  as  I  can  to  proving  otherwise. 

There  are  a  lot  of  kids  in  this  town  and  in  the  surrounding  area,  that  need 
to  be  shown  the  love  of  God.   We  can  only  reach  them  by  going  beyond  ourselves 
and  reaching  out  to  them.   fhat  it  takes  is  people  who  will  invite  their  neigh- 

Lds  to  come  to  Sunday  jchool.  It  takes  each  of  us  mailing  that  extra  effort 
to  reach  children  everywhere  for  Christ. 

I  would  like  to  see  this  church  open  7  days  a  *  Ltn  activities  for  the  kids 
and  for  youth  in  general.   I  would  like  to  see  this  place  bulging  at  the  seams 

youth  and  young  people  who  are  turned  on  to  the  Lord,  and  away  from  dr 
and  all  of  the  other  evils  so  ram:  ant  in  our  society  today.  This  can  only  cone 
about  when  hilts  quit  knocking  what  the  kids  are  doing,  and  begin 

to  search  around  for  ways  in  which  we  can  reach  the  unreached  youth  of  Butler. 
It  is  so  easy  to  stand  back  §nd  complain  of  our  youth  going  to  hell,  but  it 
becomes  a  little  more  difficult  to  try  to  show  them  the  Salvation  God  provided 

for  thenu 

If  3bcESBixx^K±jaBEXH5^Kxianix±BKXXM3cfcte£KS  there   is   one   thing  I  think  we  need  to 

do  that  is  absolutely  imperative,  it  Is  that  we  reach  out  to  bring  in  the  kids 

the  young  people.  It  is  the  young  people  who  must  become  the  nucleus  of  the 
church.   Without  them  the  church  dies  a  little  each  time  one  of  the  elderly 
members  of  the  congregation  passes  away.   In  some  churches  the  older  folk  have 
become  so  threatened  -ught  that  the  youag  people       inS  to  replace 


them,  that  they  have  practically  banded  together  to  prevent  the  church  from 

2.  I  know,  "because  I  serged  a  church  such  as  this. 
,.'e  cannot  sit  still  with  the  status  quo  and  expect  to  be  about  the  work  that 
Jesus  Jurist  has  commissioned  us  for.    e  need  to  reach  out  and  beyond  to  save 
those  outside  the  fold. 

:  is  love.   And  when  all  of  us       ooked  on  Love,"  instead  of  our  own  little 
pet  things  that  we  like  to  see  advanced  and  nurtured  in  the  church,  only  then 
will  the  church  be  as  Jesus  wanted  it  to  be,  "Loved  by  God,  and  man." 


ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED   CHURCH  OF   CHRIST 
Butler,   Pennsylvania 
Sixth  Sunday  After  Pentecost  June  29,    1975 

Rev.   Ralph  C.   Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.   Eugene   Stephenson,    Organist 
Mr.   Ralph  Cooper,    Choir  Director 
Nancy  Link,   Jeff  Campbell  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -    10:00  A.M. 

Prelude  Music:        "Echo  on   an   Early  American,  Hymn"  Baylor 
"Goo  of  Our  Fathers"  Wilson 

Silent  Prayer   (Please  remain  silent   during  Chimes) 
•Processional  Hymn  No.    290   "Stand   up,    stand  up   for   Jesus" 
"Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 
•Confession   (In  Unison)   *0  Heavenly   Father,    »hose   light  and 

love  search  the  depth   of  men's   hearts,    prepare  us,   we 

pray   thee,    for  thy   comins.      Fill  our  souls  with  humility, 

AS  WE  REMEMBER  BEFORE  THEE  THE  THINKS  WE  OUSHT  NOT  TO  HAVE 
DONE,  AND  THE  GOOO  THINGS  LEFT  UNDOIE,  AND  AS  WE  COME  TO 
THEE  FOR  FORGIVENESS.  Pun  I  FY  OUR  THOUGHTS,  STRENGTHEN  OUR 
WILLS,  KINDLE  AGAIN  IN  US  THE  SPIRIT  Of  DEVOTION!  AND 
ABOVE  ALL,  LIFT  US  INTO  THY  VERY  PRESENCE,  THAT,  CON- 
SECRATED ANEW  TO  THY  SERVICE,  WE  MAY,  »ITH  GLADNESS  AND 
BERENTITV,   FOLLOW  IN  THE  FOOTBTEPB  OF  HIM  WHO  CAME  NOT 
TO  BE  MINISTERED  UNTO  BUT  TO  MINISTER,  THY  SON,  OUR  SaVIOUH, 

Jesus   Christ.      Amen." 
•Kyrie  (Choir,    Congregation  and  Pastor) 

•Assurance  or   Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
♦Praise 

•Pastor:      '0  Lord   open  our  lips. 

•People:     And   our  mouth   shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology         No.   55' 
Scripture  Lesson:  I    Kings   PO:   35-43 

Hymn  of   the  Month  No.    195  "The  sun    is  on  the   land   and  sea 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith       (apostles'   Creed) 
•Gloria   Patrj 
•Call  to   Prayer 

•Pastor:     The  Lord   be  with  you. 
•People:     And  with  thv  spirit. 
)         *Pastor:      Let  us   Pray 
•Prayer    •■o   Prayer  Response 


V 


Offering 

Offertory:      "Morning  Reverie"         Simone 
Solo:     by  Sandy  Cottage     accompanist  -Deb. Melton 
Sermon:         "TAKING  THE  RAP J" 
Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 
•Hymn  of  Dedication  No.  292  "On-ward  Christian  soldiers" 
•Benediction  and  Three  Fold  Amen 
Postlude:      "maestoso™  Doige 

----------  *ConsRegation  Standing  -  -  -  -  - 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mr.  &   Mrs.  Homer  Beatty  in  memory  of  "Loved  Ones". 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  'Alvin  Tait.  Mike 

Nazapuk,  James  McClvmonds  and  Robert  Stewart. 
Deacon  and  Mrs.  Mike  Naiaruk  will  represent  Council 

at  the  door  today, 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by:  Jane  Fencil,  Martha 

Derewecki  and  Paula  Stephenson. 
^The  amount  contributed  towards  Junior  Choir  Robes 

was  $334. 50.  We  need  approximately  $500.  to  purchase 

robes.   If  you  forgot  your  envelope  there  are  still 

bomc  in  the  Narthex.   We  appreciate  the  generous 

DC nat ions  towards  this  fund. 
".Wednesday  -  7:30  -  COUNCIL  MEETING  -  This  will  be  the 

last  one  until  september. 
The  Newsletter  will  be  published  on  Thursday  -  please  /  (-— , 

have  all  material  in  by  wednesday, 
THUflB.  -  7:00  -  BIBLE  STUDY  GROUP  WILL  MEET  IN  THE 

Undercroft  -  everyone  is  welcome. 
Monday  -  7:30  -  Youth  Fellowship  Meeting. 
The  Youth  will  have  a  Picnic  at  Moraine  Park  -  July 

ijth  risht  after  church.  anyone  wibhins  to  go  with 

the  Youth  sign  up  in  the  Office. 
Chris  and  Kelly  Dreher  -  daughters  of  Mrs.  Edward 

Ferguson,  lUg  Freepcrt  Road  were  in  the  hospital 

fob  tonsillectomy,  if  you  would  like  to  send  them 

cards  they  will  be  out  nowf  but  know  they  would  like  it. 
Tues,  July  8  -   7:30  -  special  meeting  for  Vacation 

Bible  School  teachers  and  workers,  -  Important 


king  'The. Rap!" 

Text-?  1  Kings  20:40.  "And  as  thy  ^r-y-.rr;  ■■•■p.:    busy 
h.p-e  and  there,  he  was  gone.   ^nci  tlig  ]'-i]~\'~   r>-(~\n-r*af>i 
sL   uh'jo  --  .  •'  -'   .  -   .   -  "  .r  -  -  .    -  -;;  z.-_  ;:LP 
^~''    ■■■'   ■  '  L'"  " 

'pture  1  Sings  20:35-' 

Clllus  v/nnam^nHftp.t.g.p.hnir  Treacher  etc;.') 
.':.  ing; wrong  thing  rt  time  vice/versa 

is  8b  pt  want  make 
cegete  script 

t:     £>    p/\T,i.  ttty  .tt-  ■■■■■:  ,  . , _;  ■■     ,:     '  ;  ...::.    ; 

rL"     ~~^  '      '        " * 

si  i]  it  ath.    David,prophs  can  do  bcuz  G  protect 
-.  '-±t   bcuz  no  "Take  Rap"        '-ndup_  Talc  Rap 
Lv  opps  &  peop  no  take,  yet  only  cum  1nce  usually 
up  own  Individ  worl  neglec  G  priors  4-  lives 
;et  this  life  prelude  next  life 
Lckens  Xmas  Carol, Scrooge   Marley  ghost, 
Good  nan  in  business!   Mar:  Busi  J   Mankind  my  busi, 
coram  welf,charit, mercy, Abearance, benev  all  my  busi" 
2  late  Mar  len  mak  most  of  it 

(-  sen  ReTourneat]  — -  Do  T^  'ini-A 
sad  words :  2  late  , If , Like  do  over  etc". 
-.;-  think  G  no  speak    '  ss  Uak  Rap  opp 
Hav  ever  Ik  bak  C  U  rt  place  rt  tine?   That  G  speak. 
(Illus  Harrisburg  my  life  Hsbrg  I-lall) 
S  ■■'..":'"_  prod  me,±  cud  walk  way  that  day  never  loiow 
that  man  hart 
"«  ^te  L-  hoodv  "-.  HncTe  ^nhfiii1! 
Jnnecess  end  many  peop  refuse  Take      sn  cums 
Yg  peop  tell  "2  yg  4-  relig, later," 
parents  say, "will  let  child  choose  relig  later" 
many  yg-peop  U-G  do  this?  How  many  mak  choice? 
':  2  men;,',':  many, many  so  thru  life  never  told  of 
luving  G  Ss  redeeming  Saviour 

If  suml  Ur  honrnUr  fam  need  told  G  &  wonderful  luv, 
not  Tak  Rap  2day  8;  share  this  him/her? 
per  need  set  own  house  order, why  not  Tak  Rap 
2day  Ss  do  it? 
2morrow • may3  2  late/suml  1nce  say,   _  knok  1nce" 
This  rt,rarly  get  chance  sam  opp  over  again 
lem  fateful  words  A.  " jo  shall  thy  judgement  be: 

.-/self  hast  decided  it." 


p !  " 

Text:  1  Kings  20:40,  "And  =>      .arvant  was  busy  here  and  there,  he  was  gone. 

id  the  king  of  Israel  said  unto  him,  ;:      LL  THY 

JTJ  '  j  V' 

ire:  1  Kings  20:35-4-3 

lin  woman  lived  next  door  to  a  Protestant  church  in  a  little  town,  and 
she  was  sitting  quietly  on  her  front  porch  on  a  warm  summers  night  enjoying 
the  locusts  and  the  crickets.   The  choir  of  the  church  was  practicing  that 
night  and  the  windows  of  the  church  were  open  because  of  the  heat. 
The  minister  left  the  church  and  walking  past  the  front  of  this  womans  house 
noticed  her  sitting  there  and  '         he  was  enjoying  the  singing  of  the 
choir  remarked,  ■  "Good  Evenin  ,  rs.  Jozies,   ./hat  a  lou    '  3  they  are 
tongiht."   "Yes,"  she  sa±±   agreed  innocently,  thinking  of  the  insects.   ''. 
n't  it  odd  —  I'm  told  they  do  it  all  with  their  hind  legs.' 

that  is  what  is  known  as  perfect  timing,  saying  the  wrong  thing  at  the 
»«  Or  is  it  the  right  thing  at  the  wrong  time?  But  in  any  event 
I  believe  that  it  illustrates  a  point  I  would  like  to  make.  The  point  bei 
that  although  Mrs.  Jones  made  the  wrong  remark,  she  did  respond,  with  some- 
thing. The  scripture  we  used  this  morning  illustrates  this  point,  but  in  a 
different  way. 

Ih  this  scripture  we  read  of  a  prophet  pla;/ing  out  a  parable  for  a  very  special 
reason.  This  prophet  who  is  not  named,  but  is  thought  to  be  iiicaiah  because 
of  what  he  speaks  to  khab  in  the  following  verses,  and  how  in  the  KKxfc  22nd 
chapter  predicts  again  the  death  of  Ahab.   But  this  prophet,  calls  another 
prophet  to  him  and  asks  this  prophet  to  hit  him.  The  prophet  refuses  and  is 
condemned  for  not  obeying  what  the  prophet  claims  is  the  word  of  God.  The 
prophet  predicts  that  this  fellow      ;oing  to  be  killed  by  a  lion  as  he 
departed,  and  he  was.  This  by  the  way  is  not  out  of  the  ordinary,  because 

lere  were  prevalent  in  Palestine  at  this  time,  and  they  multiplied  rapidly 
because  of  depopulization  due  to  war  in  this  area.  'Jo  the  prophet  who  would 
not  ot  ad  of  C-od  as  given  to  ajritstfe  another  prophet  is  slain  by  a 

lion,   l.ext,  this  prophet  goes  to  yet  another  man  and  makes  the  same  demand  of 

^im.   This  man  complies  and  wounds  the  prophet.  T^e  prophet  departs  and 
by 
>sitions  himself  ±sl   the  road  where       hab  will  be  passing.   He  is  there 

to  confront  the  king  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.   He  is  wounded  and  therefore 

does  not  appear  out  of  costume  for  what  he  is  going  to  do.  Perhaps  he 


-2- 

told  by  God  to  become  wounded  so  to  better  bring  home  the  significance  of 

taken  place  in  the  life  of  Ahab  and  Israel,   But  in  any  event  he  is 
sitting  beside  the  road  with  his  head  bound  up  in  a  bandage  so  the  1  :'      -.Id 
not  recognize  hi  .   ls  the  king  is  coming  past,  this  prophet  hails  him  and 
asks  to  spe    '     '    "iout  a  problem  he  has.  He  informs  the  king  that  he 

entrust    dth  a  duty  to  guard  a  prisoner,  and  was  warned  that  if  the 
prisoner  escaped,  he  was  going  to  lose  his  life  instead  of  the  prisoner. 
Be  explains  that  he1 -was  busy  takir     re  of  some  other  duties,  and  the  prisoner 
had  escaped. 

■--eupon,  the  king  declares,  ;  E;  3  ' 

.iid  the  prophet  at  this  point  removes  the  bandage  from  his  face  much  to 
the  amazement  of  the  king,  and  the  prophet  declares  to  Ahab  that  because  Ahab 
has  spared  the  life  of  King  Ben-IIadad  the  Syrian  king,  whom  Sod  had  said  was 
to  be  destroyed,  King  Ahab  is  to  be  killed  instead.   And  Ahab  went  to  his 

. 3 ,  angry  and  sulking. 
In  chapter       ?ead  of  the  death  of  Ahab  at  the  hands  of  Ben-hadad  in  a  later 
battle,  and  all  because  he  had  taken  the  opportunity  which  God  had  given  him 
to  destroy  an  enemy  of  Israel. 

The  prophet  in  this  story  is  similar  in  character  to  the  prophet  ilathan  who 
»d  to  stand  up  against   '      did  and  to  accuse  him  of  iEimoral  behaviour 
as  well.   But  in  this  instance,  as  well  as  the  instance  a£  involv.'     vid 

.t  a  prophet  could  stand  against  a  king  without  recrimination.  This 
partly  to  the  vory  Holy  office  of  the  prophet,  but  more  likely  be- 
cause of  the  divine  protection  of  Almighty  God, 

In  this  portion  of  scripture  we  see  that  God  is  continually  placing  obligations 
as  well  as  opportunities  in  the  path  of  His  people  and  God  expect      people 
to  respond  in  the  propervway.  he  Instead  of  Ahab  faking  Bhe  Rap  of  opportunity 

I  doing  what  God  wanted,  he  found  himself  later,  "Taking  Ihe  Rap,"  because 
he  didn't.  Opportunities  come  and  go,  but  very  rarely -if  ever,  do  we  get  the 
chance  to  once  again  seize  upon  an  opportunity  to  do  what  we  should  have  done 
in  the  first  place.   This  is  one  of  the  qualities  of  life  that  we  need  to  learn 
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as  early  in  life  as  possible.   W  become  so  enmeshed  in  our  little  individual 

vjor   3  with  which  we  each  surround  ourselves,  that  we  neglect  to  looke  for  GoD's 

rities  for  oue  liven.   We  are  so  budy  living  this  life  that  we  neglect  to 

her  that  this  life  is  mserely  being  lived  as  a  prelude  to  the  life  to  come. 

Dbeneezer  Scrooge  in  Charles  Dickens  "A  Christmas  Carol,"  is  confronted  by  the 

t  of  his  late  partner  Jacob  Marley,  who  had  been  just  as  stingy  in  life  as 

crooge.  Scrooge  remarks  to  iiarley  who  has  cone  to  save  him  from  a  similar 

as  his,  "But  you  were  always  a  good  man  of  business."   And  Iiarley 's  ghost 

the  common  welfare  was  my  business; 
cries  out,  "Business!   Mankind  was  my  business;  charity,  £®E%&S2aKS«  mercy, 

forbearance,  and  benevolence,  were,  all  my  business."   But  too  late  he  had 

discovered  what  God's  priorities  were.   In  life  he  should  have  been  "Taking 

The  Rap"  of  opportunity  and  making  the  most  of  it. 

A  little  poen  taiEEHxfirHK  that   comes   from     r.   LeToumeau  states    "Do   It 

i  poem)   T  is  is  what  we  all  need  to  remember  and  do,  but  alas  we  so  often 

reverse.        '  the  saddest  words  and  phrases  in  the  english  Ian 

the  negative  terms,  "If,  I  wish  I  could  do  it  over  again,  It's  too  late, 

and  perhaps  a  few  others  that  you  may  be  able  to  think  of.  I  think  we  can  all 

look  back  at  different  aspects  of  our  lives  and  realize  that  ks  instead  of 

he  Rap"  of  opportunity,  we  have  let  opportunities  slip  by.   I  think 

that  too  often  people  who  should  be  living  their  life  in  a  manner  whereby  God 

can  be  speaking  to  them,  live  life  another  way  simply  because  they  feel  that 

God  does  not  speak  to  them.   If  you  have  ever  felt  like  that,  can  you  not  look 

some  point  in  your  life  when  you  did  something  that  helped  someone,  or 

showed  someone  the  love  of  God?   And  if  you  analyzed  i±  the  event  you  began  to 

see  that  you  just  happened  to  be  at  the  right  place  at  the  right  time?  That 

God  speaking  to  you  in  undeniable  tones  and  ways.  Let  me  share  with  you  an 

incident  that  happened  to  me  in  Harrisburg  that  showed  me  how  God  directs  us 

lets  us  "I-  "  if  we  really  want  to  find  Him  and  follow  -'.:. 

is  (Illustration  of  Catholic  man- accepting     '  st) 

j  was  not  my  doings,  but  it  was  God  pushing  and  prodding  me.   I  could  have 

b  of  that  shopping  center  that  day,  and  rould  never  have  known  about 


the      ?  in  that  mans  heart. 

'  _  .  iioody  the  famous  evangelist  and  x  readier  isiixxaxHtHz  told  a  story  of 
a  man  he  came  in  contact  with  in  the  early  years  of  his  life. 
(Illustration  of  Uncle  ieuben) 

:  believe  is  the  unnecessary  end  of  H^ny  folk  who  refuse  to         e  Rap" 

when  it  comes.   I  hear  m±   young  people  tell  me,  :,I'm  too  young  to  be  concerned 

about  religion  and  accepting  Christ,  I'll  do  that  when  I'm  a  little  older." 

>arents  will  tell  me  that  they  are  not  going  to  send  their  children  to  church 

faool  because  the  kids  do  not  want  to  go,  and  they  are  going  to  be 

left  to  make  their  oi-rri  choice  when  they  become  of  a  :e.  How  many  of  these  young 

people  do  you  actually  see  coming  into  the  church  at  the  age  of  choice?  Hot 

too  many,  and  many,  many  of  these  folk  go  through  life  W  never  being  told 

of  a  loving  God,  and  a  redeeming  javiotir. 

WHO 
If  there  is  someone  in  your  home,  or  your  family  CB**  needs  to  be  told  of  God 

wonderful  love,  why  not  "lake       p"  today,  and  share  t]     ' tn  him 

or  her?  If  perhaps  you  need  to  set  your  own  house  in  order,  why  not 

oday  and  do  it?     Tomorrow  be  too  late.       someone  once  said,  dfettuaity 

only  knocks  once,"  and  mostly  they  are  right.   Very  rarely  do  we  get  the  chance 

to  have  the  same  opportunity  over  again,   -iemember  the  fateful  words  of  Ahab| 

3  shall  '         tent  be},  thyself  hast  decided  it." 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsvlvani a 
Seventh  Sunday  After  Pentecost      July  6,  1 975 
Rev.  Ralph  C  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs ,  Eugene  Stephenson,  Organi st 
Mr,  Ralph  Cooper,  Choir  Director 
Paula  Stephenson,  Brian  Kennedy  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  1 0:00 
Prelude  Music:   "A  Song  in  Summer"       Southbridge 
"In  the  Church"  Blake 

Silent  Prayer   (Please  remain  silent  during  Chimes) 
•Processional  Hymn  No,   Mj-3  irU  Oeautitul  fop  Spacious 

gk  ies11 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
♦Exhortation 
""Confession  (In  Unison)  "G  God,  who  puttest  into  our 

HEARTS  SUCH  DEEP  PES  I  RES  THAT  WE  CANNOT  BE  AT  PEACE 
UNTIL  WE  HE3T  IN  THEE:  MERCIFULLY  GRANT  THAT  THE 
LONGING  OF  OUR  SOULS  MAY  NOT  GO  UNSATISFIED  3ECAUSE 
OF  ANY  UNRIGHTEOUSNESS  OF  LIFE  THAT  MAY  SEPARATE  US 
FROM  THEE,   OPEN  OUR  MINDS  TO  THE  COUNSELS  OF  ETERNAL 
WISDOM;  BREATHE  INTO  OUR  SOULS  THE  PEACE  WHICH  PASSETH 
UNDERSTANDING.    Let  OU^  HUN3ER  AND  THIRST  BE  FOR  RIGHT- 
eousness, that  we  may  be  filled  *'  i th  the  bread  of  heaven. 
0  Lord,  give  us  grace  to  seek  first  thv  kingdom;  ano  we 
know  that  thou  wilt  add  unto  us  all  things  needful. 
Amen.  " 

*Kyrie     (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 

•Assurance  of  Parqon  -  Choral  Amen 

•Praise 

•Pastor;      '0   Lord  open  our   lips. 

•People'.      And   our  mouth  shall  show  forth   thy   praise 

*  Do  xq  lo  G  v  No- .    55' 

Scri ptuhe :  Galat i ans     5 :    I - 1 g 

Hvmn  No.      1+39  "God  bless  our   native   land" 

•Affirmation  of  our   Faith        (Statement  of   Faith) 

*Glori a   Patr 1 

•Call  to  Prayer 

•Pastor  1     The   Lord   se  with  you. 
•People!      And  with  thy   spirit. 
*Pastori      Let  us   Pray 


•Prayer  and   Prayer   Response 
Offering 

Offertory:  "Traumerei "  Schumann 

Solo:         "Gqo'b   Tomorrow"        A.    H.    Ackley 

by  Howard   Bo  lam 
Sermon:  "PELL,   CANNIBAL,   AND  BOOKJ lf 

Prayer   and   Lord's   Prayer 
"Hymn  of  Dedication  Ha.   399  "Once  to   every  man   and 

nation*1 
Benediction  and   Three   Fold  Amen 
Pobtluoe  "Grand   Chorus"  Demqrest 

-    -    *CoNGREGATlON    STANDING    ------    

The   Lovely   Flowers   on  the  Altar   have   been   placed   by 

Mr,    &  Mrs.    Nick  Nohach    in  memory  of  Mr.    Nohach's 

"Mother". 
Serving   as  Ushers   today  are:      *Allen  Botacchi, 

John  Redman,    Dan  Bqsko,    Robert  Kanuer,    Charles   Penar. 
Mr.    a  Mrs.    Ralph   Killean  will  represent  Council   at   the 

door  today. 
Nursery  will  be   provided  today   by:     Mrs.    Doris 

ZaVaCKV,    Mrs.    Barb   Vargc-   and   Patty   Basehore. 
The  attendance   last  Sunday  was    I6"3. 
Tueeoay  -  7:3°  "  Special  meeting  for  Vacation   Bible 

School  Teachers   and   Workers. 
Weoneboay  -   Budget   and   Finance  Committe  meeting. 
Thurb.   -  J:00  -  Bible   Study  group   -   everyone    is 

WELCOME, 

•  We  welcome  all  THOSE  that  might  be  visiting  WITH  ub 

TOOAV  -  FLEASE  SIGN  A  FEW  CARD  AND  THE  GUEST  BOOK 
IN  THE  NARTHEH  OF  THE  CHURCH- 


"Almighty  Goo,    who  oiost   lead   our  fathers    ro   these 
shores  that  they  might  lay  here  the  foundations  of 
civil  and   religious   liberty,    bless   to  us   the  glorious 
heritage   of  faith    and  freedom  which  we   have  received 
from   them.      preserve  thou   the   nation  which  was 
established   sy  their  prayers,    their   heroic  deedst 
and  their  sacrifices,      help   us  to   se  true  to   the 
great   Ideals   for  which  they  stood,    and  may  our 
country    ever   be  the  home   qf   justice,    liberty,    and 
true  brotherhood,      defend    it  against   every    peril, 
and  may   it   be    increasingly   a  blessing   to  all  the 
world.      Amen. " 


/"«LJ  I 
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be  scrip  4  morn' 
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Bcuz     '  i  need  get  bah  2  Boole, 0 'boo1: 
inn  strug  Bible  vs  man, 
cong,denom,ch,turn  from  declines 
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sspec,lawle      uthor&txes 
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Le  ethics  4  lives  all  must  liv  by, 
-j.ide  4  life  must    '    ord  daily  read, used 
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day  face  G-  k  explain  wh 
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11 ,  Lbal , 

:1a,  ,  'ore,   i  .■■■■■  :^c^  Christ 

'    ture:      :'    ti  as   ":    - 

Jalute  to  the  American  Flag,  (standing  of  course,  and  then  ho     bed). 
(Illustration  of  '   '  ?ant  coming  to  America    •  •  i   ,      it  to  liff.") 

'  s  is  a  good  example  of  what  any  person  be  he  native  American,  or 

*  /rant  wants  frc   -  rica,  and  that  is  to  live.   To  live,  in  freedom  and 

to  be  able  to  enjoy  the  freedoms  that  >r  for  200  yea"  . 

In  fact  we  have  a  symbol  which  stands  in  Independence  Hall  in  Philadelphia, 

which  is  known  as  the  Liberty  Bell.  All  of  us  probabl  istory  of 

this  famous  symbol,  and  in  particular  we  know  that  it  is  id  you 

ever  stop  to  thi        'die  crack  in  the  bell  could  have  been  a  symbolic 

prediction       -ure  events  in  our  count  - 

3  look       t  some  of  our  '  3  for  i       =  that  our  nation  was 

'  ':  over  the  ver       i  isue  of  slavery.  :   tendous  split  brou 

--         lorrible  war  between  the  North.  Many  of  the 

inflicted  u  m  because  of  this  conflict  have  c-  >ur 

we  never  healed,  and  perhaps  may  hkxke  conceivably  never  be  re- 

solv:  . 

more 
think  of  the.  recfi    t         ".       &  i  -fe   -    txxJraaEHXBaraHWi  which  have  been  c 

tps  in  our  nation.      We  can  thin  rs  to  the   student 

3t   on  the  col]  ich  have  caused  splits  between 

the  fes   and  3    w  .t  officers.  can  Lits  that 

have  been  caul  '  ideal   activists   in  fire   be  ■   and  creating  civil 

diso"  .  '  'ore  recently  of  the  widespread 

idal,   that  of 

our  government.     ^^^    ***    ***rJ     **<"*'    &'/##*>,? 

All  aps  were  alluded  t        '  nocently  when  the  Liberty  Bell 

ly  3j  -;    ,  -".ile  being  tollec  for  the  funeral  of  Chief  Justice 

hall.  This  famous  bell  bet:       equally  famous  ir    Lpti      '      taken 

from  Leviticus   >;  10,  "Proclaim  liberty  throughout  all  the  land  unto  all  inhabi- 

tant      so  ". 


re  realize  t  .  Lent 

which. 
,        ich  was  bei:  in  a  new  nation  :kfex±  was  founded  iee^ee  upon 

reli  p 

In  01        ire  for  this  morning  Paul  .      .id,  "  band 

,  therefore,  in  the  liberty  witl     jh  Christ  hath  made  us  free,  and  he  not 
entail  ith  the  yoke  of  bonda   .       'as  tell:      ~se  people       atia 

t  they  were  to  recognize  the  freedom  t      is  theirs  to  enj  Lst. 

They  were  no  longer  slaves  to  xxk^:  '     w,       ■  i      ortant 

re  no  longer  slaves  to  sin,   '  e  they  had  accept; 

were  set  free  from  all        .   ]  aul  goes  on  to  exhor      is  people  to  live 
their  lives  as  fres  people.   This  free"       to  be  a  free        •  Lch  they 
loved  their  neighbor  as  themseli   ,   ia  by  this  show  of  concern  and  compassion 
for  others  the     "1  see  the  freedom  apart  from  the  '.  aw.   Be  also  told  thi 
that  if  it  then  irit  which  would 

in  to  Christ,  ould  indeed  find  they  were  no 

;r  under- 'the  Jew: 

•  Lt  was  first  penned  tl        i ,  but 

tely  the  world  is  gust  as  on  the  things  of      rorld, 

ile  of  Galatia  were  in  .  aul's  day.      act,       i  'itual  co 

'   tuch  worse  due  to  the  fact  that  there  are  more  people  living 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth  than  at     ti        :    "'  .  Lritnxal 

moral  decline  more  :.;  Jnited       ,      j   becau       re  closer 

to  the  action  than  we  are  the  other  parts  of  the      .   ±hs  Je  are  surrounded 
on  ai:   '  3S  by  Cannibals.  I  am  sure  that  at  the  word  Cannibal  we  think  of 
some  sort  of  natives  who  are  awaiting  to  cook  us  in  a  pot  and  devour  the  flesh 
on  our  bones.  But  I  am  referring  to  those  Cannibals  who  are  striving  to  de- 
vour our  minds  and  our  intellect.   Those  who  ar€      "    to  devour  what  vestige 
o;  there  may  be  left  in  our  nation.  And  those  who  are  striving  to 

devour  ■'--'■  country  grea^.     se  people  and 

ieties  are  just  as  much     '        ....  >ersonally 

and  cook  us  for  a  meal.  These     b     nnibals  we  need  to  e  as  the 


-.- 

i.issionaries  and  early  settlers  of  far  off  lands  had  to  overco]       ! iterally 
in  "ireign  lands, 

there  isJtome  doubt  :'        Lnd  as  to  whom  I  am  re  '      .   ou  should 
understand  that  I  am  speaking  of  the  Cannibals  of  the  type  of  liadelyn  wurry 
Ohare  and  how  she  and  her  ilk  would  tear  down  everything  £k  pertaini        L, 

because  she  is"  ofl  the  devil  and  the  devil  cannot  stand  things  of   3  . 
I  an  of  the  Cannibals  of  the  American  Civil  liberties  Union  who  on 

the  ?otecting  American's  rights,  ims>  destroying  the  very  rights 

b  are  and  have  been  guaranteed  itution,   I  an  spc         the 

either  in  elected  or    :'  .ted  office  reed, 

graft,  corruption,  and  qu  .,  ."ould  overt".    ,      .ndermine,  and 

or  people  out  of       :.xce  to  achieve  th  '      s, 
le  Cannibal      in  our  ranks  today  are  more  of  athreat  tovthe  overthrov;  of 
our  nation,  than  the  communists  without,  who  patiently  wait  for  us  to  ■" 
elves  internally  so  they  may  step  i  rake  over  the  re 

because  we  are  beset  before:       hind  wi  ,  i   all 

the  more  reason  thai  to  the  boc  .       :ook  of  course  is 

vible.   In  our  nation  today  there  is  a.n  inner  st  on  within  one 

of  the  : nations  concerning  the  authority  of  the  Bible.   It  aeesm 

that  the  authority  of  man  is  being  accepted  in  that  den      don  over  the  auth- 
ority of  ocrinture,  thus  relegating  the  Jible  to  secondar.      -'tance,   /hen 
io  this  we  are  tearing  down  the       i  tructure  we  are  s       to  build, 
must  be  the  foundation  i  build  any  congregation  or  an 

denomination.   It  is  a  proven  fact  tha  turn  from  tea  ■  '    Lt ,  and 

preac-     it  in  the  churches,  the  churches  will  decline.   It  si  conversely  true 

iching  it  and  preaching  it,  the  church  has  a  new 

revival  E±, 

ave  seen  in  the  past  decade  or  so  that  the  highest  judicial  body  in  our 
nation  ha£  succeeded  in  removing  t  T   schools,  and  of  stc 

the  praying  of  pre  '  Sod,  and  have  seen  instead  the  Insertion  of 

■•  -   md  corruption  in  the  books  thai        ±  listed  v  Iren  as 


.ecause  of  this  re-interpretation  of  our  Constitution,  w 
hav  seen  the  lawlessness  and  disrespect  for  teachers  and       '  '    in  our 
public  schools,    itriotism  i      a  dirty  word  ±HXtassbas£  .   .'here  once  it  ' 
the  normal  \      'or  everyone  to  he  patriotic,  a  person  is  now  suspect  if  he  or 
salutes  the  flag  or  ■  '     the  national  anthem  at  a  sporti:  ^SSrr  iblic 

ever.  . 

,  re  have  ~    '         '  ot  of  t  :  Irain  without  too  much  of  a  strug- 

gle citizen.  And  today  we  .":'     raelves  bed      Jatened  on 

all  sides.   ..11  because  we  refu         '  ie  to  live  and  act  as      ants  us 
to.  ibitocBra±±i::xE:faKgi3Ecteac3aifc±35     '  re  in  a  new  and  more  advanced  age,  but 
the  basioTo™  life  are  still  the  same.   We  mu  be  belief  a  d 

j       ;  have  a  xh±xs£  moral  code  and  a  set  of  ethic 
all  must  live;  and  we  must  guide  our  lives  by  Go  '  ■   ord  daily. 
Lve,  as  a  nation,  and  as  a  people. 

comment  at  op  sums  :"  '  ell  in  an  article  he  wrote. 

b  dim  unidentified  group  we  all  refer  to  as  "TE   .        "  of 
course  are  those  who  preach  for  all  of  the  lifting  of  re strict ionsHH  of 
laws  and  ordinances  ■'-  as  moral  and  ethical.  He  says:  (Illustration  of 

"They  Hisel     , 

.;  he  is  advocr  I  advocate  and  any  preacher  should  advocate  today 

that  we  Haste  each  one  individually  turn  back  to  God's    '   and  let  it  guide 
and  govern  our  lives.   There  are  people  in  this  congregation  who  refuse  to  bring 
the.'        ,  because  as  one  man  said,  "He  is  not  ;     to  force  me  to  carry  my 

'  ile  around.1     -  would  someone  say  that?   The  answer  is  that  person  is  ashamed 
to  be  identified  as  a  believer  in  God.   There  is  no  other  answer  regardless  of 
what  that  person  m  .   But  remember  this,  someday  when  we  stand  before  God 

sen  we  explain  that  knowledge  Hi    -"ore  men? 

resolve  that  we  are  art  our  independence  from  the  world 

and  society,  and  that  we       '       '-    for  that  freedom  as  it  was  sought 

.      "  -  '  '      ainst  t:  mibal   'ho 

would    lest  lit  "  •  'at  the  "-11 


ST.    PAUL'S   UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Sutler,    Pennsylvani a 
Eighth  Sunday  After  Pentecost  July   13,    '975 

Rev,    Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
M«a.    Eugene   Stephenson,    Organ  ist 
Mrs.    Cvndie  Sybert,   Youth  Choir  Director 
Paula  Stephenson,    Brian  Kennedy  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  '  ORSHIP  -    10:00  A.M, 
Prelude  Music:  "Shepherd's  Pipes"  Harris 

11  Idyl"  Richolson 

Silent  Prayer   (Please  remain  silent  during   Chimes) 
•Processional  Hymn  Nq,      ^3     "When  morning  gilds  the  swrES11 
•Ascriptjqn  -  Choral  Amen 

*EXHQRTATlQN 

•Confession   {In  Unison)   "Almighty   and  Everlasting  God, 
whom  the  heaven  of  heavens  cannot  contain,  much  less  the 
temples  which  our  hands  have   builoed,    but  tf'hq   art  ever 
nigh  unto  the  humble   and  the  contrite;   shed   down  the 
Hqly  Spirit,   we  beseech  thee(   on  all  who  are  here 
assembled*      that   cleanseo   and    illumined  sy  thy  firace, 
we  may  worthily   show  forth   thy   praise,    meekly   learn 
thy  '"ord,    render  due  thanks  for  thy  mercies,    and  obtain 
a  gracious   answer  to  our   prayers,    through  jesus  christ 
our  Lord.      Amen. " 

*Kyrie  (Choir,    Congregation  and  Pabtor) 

•Assurance  of  Paroon  -  Choral  Amen 

•Praise 

•Pastor:      '0   Lopq   open  our  lips. 

•People!      And   our  mouth  shall   show  forth   thy   fraese 

•Doxology  No,    55' 

Scripture   Lesson:  Acts    13-   26-52 

Hymn  No.      46S  "Jesus,    Saviour,    pilot  me" 

•Affirmation  of  our  Faith        (Apostles1    Creed) 

•Gloria  Patr i 

•Call  to  Prayer 

•Pastor;  The  Loro  se  with  you, 
•People:  And  with  thy  spirit. 
•Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 

•Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 


^ 


Clarinet  Solo:        "Bless   This  House"   bv  Nancy   Link 

Sermon:  "OVER,    OUT,    AND  BEGIN?" 

Prayer  and   Lord's   Praver 
"Hymn  of  Dedication  No.    253   "Take  My  life,    ano   let 
'Benediction  and  Three  Fold  Amen  1t   be 

Postluoe  "Lift  Up   Your  Voice"  Ndroman 

---------   "Congregation    Standing  -  -  *■    -  -   - 

The   Lovely  Flowers  on  the   Altar  have  been   placed   by 

Clara  and   Florence  Shakely    in  memory  of   "Loved  Ones11 
Serving  as   Ushers  today  are i     'Wallv   Feder,   John  Snow, 

Mont  MacKinney.    James   Maloney  and   Steve  Vargo* 
Mr,    &  Mrs,   Robert  Dellen  will   be  the  Greeters   at   the 

door  today. 
The  attendance   last   Sunday  was    \k& 
Nursery  will  be  provided   today  by     Mr,   &  Mrs.   Bruce 

Fencil  and   Laurel  Stauffer. 
Hospjtali  zeo  1      Harry   Penrqd.      Mbb      p^c^j^w   strict 
iAnd  Mrs,   Judy  Custeao."    We  were    informeo  this  week 

a  Minister    in  our   Conference  who   needs   our   prayers. 
t  Rev.    Carl   F.    Beyer.    1(02  bella  Ave.    Greenssurs,    Pa. 

TfSoL 

Anyone  interested  in  joining  the  Youth  Choib.  (Uth 
grade  and  oves)  new  cko i r  ropes  will  be  ordered  in 
the  next  week  or  so,  so  if  too  are  interested  in 

SINGING    WITH    THIS    GROUP    -    S I GN    UP     IN   THE   Off  ICE    NOW. 

Mr,  &  Wrs.  Everett  McCaneless  are  moving  to  192  Holiday 
Park  Blvd.   Northport,  Florida  33595,  we  send  our 
best  wishes  with  them. 

Youth  ovehnisht  party  -  July  IS  -   if  you  are  interested 
see  Debsy  Melton  or  Shirley  Riemer. 

Thurs.  -  7=00  -  Bible  Study  in  the  Undercroft. 


"Prayer  does  work  as  surely  tooay  as  two  thousand 
years  ago,  for  anyone  who  is  willing  to  make  the 
effort  to  change  his  direction  and  follow  the  path 
toward  more  abundant  life." 


off eh  i  no 

Offertory 


"To  A  Wild  Robe" 


MadDowell 


,  Out,  A      Ln!" 

.  Acts  13:'  ,   ■-• .  -  •"  o-  '--<->   nfletin-;  of  the 

. , .-.  "  "  •-",•   '"  •.■■  •  :"  'c  I  ':■    •;:' 

*"    .,.:  :   -v   '••-•:-  .   '.  ~   '''"  '   '"  '■•' '  "••..'•-•  ■    e  to 

\_            '  '    v-.r-?  '■  '  '-'■?-■!  ':■-'.    g.  .-':-'  .  .;,  -'    ':  -   ""  .'.n  g._;   ^  , 

Scripture:  Acts    :  "-52 

J.-  '"  :- — '   ■"''  '■"'  '   ■"  '■'-   ■-'" 

2  oft  past  only  1  suppos    .  .11  subj  ■      days  ahe 
1 aym  lv  ch  no  mov  any  direc  2  chang  lif  wks , 

\ i i ■■ 

i    "■  ■■-:    ••'.,        ■.    ■!•'::'  -  re  --.  -  gnat ,,  g'-.  .v.  .  -.  ':   .-a.::'.-  a';g,/ 

PS  -T-'V  •  "I  ,'.'.,  "V    •   "  '  .    '         '"      .'   

g-   T   ' u- , ~  • 

B  this  4-  all/  2    3i      ,     •        }  ,  tear 

-   --     -   ''"■=-  '"-"-■■-  -  ■■'■'-     : --------  - __ — "a-   '    -"',  I    IF 

;ory       main  preach, r  ;  nic       ,   :es  entert 
procl  Bav  die  4  ea  1  us, this  purp  of  preach 
331  invit  "  ask  mak  decisaccpt 

.■but  luce  \iri3ie  Bcuz 
unbelievs  almost  any  service 

uptite  bout    '  ,  we  need  know  Js 

■--    -"■  ■   "■■•"  •""  ff-ila yg-.   gnthu5  reasons  vs  42 

Vs  4-3  sot  instruct  .went  4-th.  vs  44-  exacrp  this. 
...umnod  did  job    :  '   nc  .  ."  }  "r-        -   ■"■  -  -entiles 
LT1111"  ^rt    1liv  "  a  little^ 

We  G  know  wors  bo   ,  ut  mor  than  ,  -  do 

miss  out  real  exj  •      ;h.  ■ 

rsh.^et   . .._.  -g   t.  but  i g  : ':  "id? 
.  "."_   _■  :'j  ■:■..•'-?:-'■;  ch,1  g"''  "ftrm  ov3r,nJ-g^  no    :jcQ 
■.  ir"-.   'igharr  ..'-^  •■s.:\r.   ch  aatc^ '"  r~_  ; '  vrg- .:,  •  of  T1: '. 
no  f  edific,no     "~~   Z_.iL- fed,  but  go  C 

r  intellect  thinkfas  how  us  inteil  tell 

Ot1  lUV  HX3?  O  "  ' 

no  in, rath  give  2  G 

_         '  '■'•     :-  :  -.  ■       r-   ."  •  ':■   '-"-"-•  '"'  '"   :1R^ 
""_-'■'  "  '■    "p.    .  •   -.'"'itQ  .   ■■r.v:tg  rf'is) 
_T  z_; "  ,  jt  how  many  red;   ;in?  mor  lik  redy  eat, etc 
2  50  out  3gin  put  pract  wat  lern  Worsh  difficult 
U  may  lif.fi ,  just  try  do  it      ■  •  ■ 

_ -"■   ■  '■■  -  -UT,  think  no  mor  •'^^/.-  -        ,  ,  ,  -in 
short  v;il  end/this  v;:_  1  Js,luv  of  G 

cud  B  neigh, relaj friend/invite, bring, car  pool. 
"all  inact  memb ,      '  ;sd, invite, 

■   ,  a  :,    '      0  Out.  :  3gi 

Invite  an.'-  out  Js,        ,  '  me  office 

Now  SEflVK 


~  -:,     JeginI" 

:'  ,   ,  -id  when  the  meeting  wax  of  the  synagogue  xxx  broke  up,  many 
Jews  and  devout  converts  to  Judaism  foil      g        rn- 
abas." 

Scripture:  Acts  V  : 

(Illustration  of  Baptist  minister  in  El  Paso       ,     '  ister  i      aso 
gave   ■         title  to  his  secretary  to  be  itdoor  bulletin 

itle    , 
her  own  postscript  to  t         ;he  word  ,   Dhe 

jermon 
1,"  and  she  put  this  on  the  bulletin  boar  ,        lected 
to  remove  tl  if  ore. 

]  way  or  other  I  "  at  too  often  in  the  church 

the  pastor  is  the  on"  '        ""'-  '■    '  "  ;   ia  subject,  and  fo] 

the  morni:.    rs  i;    -vice,  the  avei  ihurch  a 

red  in  any  direction  to  chan    '    Lfe  Ln  the  co  "        or 

Yet,  what  is  :'  is  to  do  for  us? 

(Illustration  of  '  ber  husband),  Aa        ■   '       the- 

church  and  walld  '     ,   -"'-3  certain  wonan  asked  her  husband, 

id  you  see  uatifrh   '            i   woman  sitting  two  r 

of  us  and  to  =ed  her,"  t               2d. 

-y,"  she  snorted  disgustedly,  "A  lot  of  good  g<              does  you!" 

i  ;   is  one  way  of  looking  at  it.  8xs     teverand   Lchar  an  tells  of  a 

man  who  was  S]       to  another  member  of  id,  "I 

a  bles  '    :rom  our  pastor's  a      3  almost  every  Sunday,  hen  I  don't, 
usually  to  blame  because  of  my  own  unspiritual  attitude." 

:  value  of  wor                 to  enter  into  it  ir  ■   rame  of  mind. 

id    te  in  the  122  ^salm,  "I  way           ft    said  uhto  me,  1st  us 

bo  the  house  of  the  Lord."  he  looked  for-  Lpation. 

what  wor   '   ihould  be  for  eac  it.    ;  is  a 

to  meet  wj  '     .      '  -aises,  to 
spei         '       >,  an      *ar  a  me          '     ■ "- 

vaac&SBXsnZsr.'  -ilxksBk:.  l    'saaExrakkmnanExfcfc:- . 

t:   ackkaaa       ,  datxxatsx 

HkljLtdcs:;nv      sbxx±& 

In  t.he  b(  ul  conducting  a  service 

wor^  -  . 


listeners  the  Gospel  message.  ]  aul  wa  "or  preachers  of  the 

,  the  manner  in  which  we  should  go  about  preacnj   .       t or  of  the 
'  Lst  must       b  is  the  tad      -  ing  in  the 

.      "     t  the  p]         e   nan  in  the  pulpit  to  Just  tell  nice  little 
stories  or  jokes  that  entertain.   But  instead  to  proclaim  each  and  evg::r 

•ho  died  for  each  one  of  us.    hi   is 
what  the  main      5e  of  pr         i  to  he.   Xkaac :it: :i:-; :ts 
The  next  purpose  after  ■■■  1  is  to  extend  some  sort  of  invitation 

or  to  ask  for  the  listeners  to  make  a  decision  to  accept  this  Saviour  Into  their 

-s.   It  need  not  be  an  8  all  each  Sunday,  jar  in 

mind  that  vie  need  to  extend  Altar  Lme  to  ti   .     re  are  those  who 

frown  unon  thi   '  ationa  and  who  feel  this  is  not  necessary, 

it  is  neoe  .    ,  because  at      iver       "     ihip  there  probabl       ce 
people  in  the  audiene   ]   aave  not  s  :         rist  as  their        . 
fc     3  invitation  shou]  iven  to  do  so. 

we  see  '      ]  the  true 

Gospel  witfc  no        or  anything  that  would  detract  from  it.  In  fac 
quoted       ire  at  several  points  to  emphasize  what  he  was    '    to  state* 
'..:e  read  that  tt     as  such  an  e  . '    iastic  r      9  to  his  messa         .  the 

out  of  the  synagogue,  tn         bed  ttut  he  preach  a   '  the 

next     tth  or  the  next  aturday  moraJ   .  Cvs  2l-2) 
But  in  the  beginning  of  v  i      our  te:       this  norni..  ,       1,  "And 

he  meeting  of  the  synagogue  bro     .,  b  converts  to 

Judaism  followed  Paul  and  Barnabas,11       re  are  given  to  understand  that  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  service,  tome  of  those  there  were  moved  by  the  me 
to  seek  further  ho       instruction  for  their  lives.   ,'e  are  not  told  that 
they  went  forth  and  I  :  to  others  about  Jesus  Chriwt,  but  yet  the 

ication  is  there,  because  in  very  ne  old  that  almost  the 

whole  city  '      thered  to  hear  the  Word  of 

somebody  had  to  be  out  doing  the  witnessing  and  doing  the  inviting  to  worsbJ  . 
It  was  literally  i  for  the  disci  *  so  many  p«     Ln  such 


a  short  ti  s«         ust  infer  from  all  of  this  that  those  who  came  to  Paul 

owing  his  mes      are  instruc-      w  to  bring  others  not  only  to  cliure  , 

but  to  an  acceptance  of  . 

This  caused  some  problems  Tor  Paul  and  lies  as  we  read  in  the  remainder 

of  the  chapter.   The  ;  trheir  hearts  to  the  God  in  Christ, 

and  so  tfe^mtaxKEirxas:  at    •   -•  .-_  waG  preached  to  the  Gentiles 

intstead  of  the  Jo   . 

(Illustration  of  little  girl,  "Just  lovd     id  a  little"). 

'  k  all  of  this  gives  us  a  very  good  idea  of  what  wor       .     Tow 

we  should  do  it,  and  how  it  should  change  cur  lives.  But  if  we  just  leave  it 

as  c      to  church  and  "To . '  Lfctle"         Lt     irl  said,  we  are 

out  on  the      '   >rtant       b      u  .  le   co  te  to 

chur  ?ough  the  worship  experience,  we  get  it  Then  we 

small 
,  but  is  that  the  end?  Two  sisters  were  sitting  in  church  one  Sunday, 

ar   the  younger  one  leaned  over  and    '   to  the  other,  "Is  the  sermon  done  i 

,      ied  the  other  one,  reached,     rust  xhk  go  out 

now  an     i  ;." 

j  :3s;-nrn3ipiH*xii:r:  :ce:  csficsHXxmoiiiHXScadiHaixr.  I  EfcicfcX|tpckfe 

sdi±Eh::h^.:ha±ai^d;d2o±fe£dmt3t±3n^^  til  teverear 

.  :aan  wifHkw;Hbrftnrg-  -:.igggggy.-"     rriting  about  this   states, 

(Illustration  of  ^aBea^«=gSe4«feg)  6At^"    MTSWp,    #7  ***•(*■"&     *£&»*■/**>) 

.-.reh  worship   Is  not   for   entertainment   it   is   for  edification.      It   is  not   so 

much  to  be   Ted,    as   to   feed   our   souls.      It  is  not  for    t  .    ose   of  hearing 

Intellectual  thinking  as   it  is  to  learn  how  to  use   our    '  ice   to  tell 

others   of  the   love   of      3    .      It  is  not  only  expecting  God  t  , 

■  rather  it  Is   our  giving  of  Stent  owrselve  >:1. 

Ls  message  was  "    :>t  our  members   sharing  with  me   something 

e  had  read  in  the  devotional  booklet   entit  .  author 

he   article   on  that  particul  last  year  wrote,  -ens 

n  the  churol  •  >rshi     is.ovs:  ervioe   should  be 

worship  .  . 

ready  to  begin."      I  t.  —  **    '  '       ^^ 


begin.  ■     "     '     'vice?  It  is  more 

they  are  ready  to  go  and  eat ,  About  chur  lay 

about  an  hour  or  so  before  church  is  to    :  . 

o  out  of  tl  '       .'    and  to  put  into  practics  in  the  world  what  you  hav 

one  of 
learned  and  heard  here,  is  the  most  difficult  tl      in  the  world. 

it  i  'ficult  to  sit  through  one  of  my  sermons,  but  it  is  more 

?icult  bags  in  the  sermon  into  practice.   I  am  sure  '    ome 

people  it  is  mere?  ,  ,ut,"  and  think  no  more  of  church  for  six  more 

day,.    it  instead  it  should  be,  '  .      Jgin." 

hour 

will  end  our  W(     ataES  of  worship  in  i      .ore  moments,  but  I  would 

to  i  .  rsss  upon  you  the  necessity  of  ."  ?ent 

,  .-    -  ■  ■  morning.   Take  a  few  moments 

etime  tl  '  :  to  someone  about  your  'ist.    srhaps 

you  have  a  neighbor  '       near  you  who  is  lonely  and  in  nee'      ve.    oak  to 
he  '">  she  about  God's  lov  .  '  ivite  one  of  your  friends  or 

:s  to  EtniEEii  c  .  sax-pooling  and  I 

see  some  of  our  church        doing  it,    I  more  of  us  should.       ps  you 

;bihfc  of  -ju  haven't  seen  here  for  a  while.   Call  h' 

or  dd  and  make  an  effort  to  bring  them. 

Let  us  not  think  of  this  service  as  being  "Cver"  and  5       ,  but  let  us  thi 

'it    lust  be  '   '   .     there  arc  .any  here  who  are  hi   i 
±K  i:  Ling  .hat  religion  and  the  love  of  God  is  all  about,  plea 

me  and     '      ive  to  hel;     .         of  you  feel  that  you  do  not  know  the 

Gould  I  shall  be  glad  to  assist  in  aiqc  your  life,  either  go 
into  my  office  and  wait  a  fe  il  I  am  through  in  the  Narthex,  or 

call  me  and     Lll  make  an  appointment.  But  let  us  each  ne  be  aware  of  what 
we  should  and  must  begin  in  our  liv 


ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Ninth   Sunday  After   Pentecost  July  20,    4 975 

Rev.   Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.   Eugene  Stephenson,    Organist 
Mr.    Ralph  Cooper,    Chojr   Director 
Patj  ty   Basehore,    Ricky  Vinroe  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  V.ORSHIP   -    10:00  A.M. 
•Prelude  Music:  "Pastorale"  Craig 

"Simple  Aveu"  Thome 

Silent  Prayer    (Please  remain   silent   during  Chimes) 
•Processional  Hymn  No.    3^     "Come  we  who   love  the  Lord" 
•Ascription   -  Choral   Amen 
•Exhortation 
•Confession    (In  Unison)    Ir0   Lord,    ouft  Heavenly   FATHERt 

WE  OFFER  AND  PRESENT  UNTO  THEE  QURSELY£S,  q,ur  S0uLS 
AND  BODIES,   TO  BE  A  REASONABLE,  HOLY  AND  LIVING 
SACRIFICE  UNTO  THEE.    TaKE  US  AS  WE  ARE,  AND  MAKE  US 
MORE  FIT  FOR  THY  SERVICE.   USE  US  FOR  THYSELF  AND  FOR 
THE  EDIFICATION  OF  THY  CHURCH*   *E  ARE  NOT  OUR  OWN,  BUT 
THINE,   SOUGHT  WITH  A  PRICE!  THEREFORE  CLAIM  US  A3  THY 
RIGHT,  KEEP  US  AS  THY  CHARGE,  USE  US  AS  THOU  WILT,   AND 
WHEN  THOU  WILT,  TO  THE  GLQRV  OF  THY  HoLY  NaME  AND  THE 
GOOD  OF  OUR  FELLOW-MEN;  THROUGH  JeHUS  CHRIST  OUR  LQR.D* 

Amen. ■ 
•Kyrie    (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

•People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Dqhology   Wo,  5  5  I 
Scr i pture  Lesson :     I  Ki ngs  19 !  1-18 
Hymn  No,  7&   "Go°  is  Love" 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith  (Apostles'  Creed) 
•Gloria  Patr i 
•Call  to  Prayer 

•Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 
•People   And  with  thy  spirit 
•Pastor:  Let  us  Pray 
•Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offer  I  kg 

Offer   w     "The  Lotus  Flower*1      Schumann 


i 


Solo!        "I    Asked  the  Lord*1 


-  J.    Lanqe  -  by 
Mrs.   Von  Malonev 
Sermon:  "ONLY   II" 

Prayer  and  Lord's   Prayer 
•Hymn  of  Dedication  No.        hG3  "Jesus,   keep  me   near 

the  cross" 
"Benediction  and  Three  Fold  Amen 

PoBTLUDE  ,fPoSTLUD£n  CRAMER 

„„___  ___  'Congregation  Standing  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  ^een  placed  by 

Mr.  &  Mrs,  Carl  W.  Hollefreund,  Jr.  to  the  "Glory  of 

God", 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  'David  Curtis,  Robbie 

Vinroe,  Robert  Dellen,  Brian  Pfabe  and  Steve  Smith. 
Deacon  and  Mrs,  David  Curtis  will  represent  Council 

at  the  door  today. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  ISO. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by:  Mrs.  Carl  HoLLEFREUNot 

Sue  Hollefreund  ano  Nancy  Link* 
-^_ Today  -  ARC  Camping  -  this  coming  weekend  -  July  25 

thru  27i  -  Pymatumiwg.   A  meeting  of  thobe  going 

camping  |n  the  undercroft  immediately  following  the 

Church  Services  today.  More  reservations  will  be 

accepted  at  this  meeting. 

— ^TqDAY  Is  THE  LAST  OATE  TO  SIGN  UP  IF  YOU  INTEND  TO 
BE  IN  THE  VoUTH  ChqJR  -  RoBES  WILL  Be  ORDERED  THIS 

week.   Sign  up  in  the  Office  now. 
A  Report  from  the  Tenth  General  Synod  of  our  Denomination 
IB  on  the  Bulletin  Board  in  the  Narthex.   This  is  just 

A  PRELIMINARY  COPY  AMD  WE  WILL  SE  RECEIVING  MORE 
INFORMATION  LATER  AS  TO  WHAT  TOOK  PLACE  AT  THOSE  MEET- 
INGS in  Minneapolis. 
**^The  Confirmation  Class  for  new  Students  (2  years)  and 
for  2nd  year  students  (to  be  Confirmed  Palm  Sunday  - 
I976  will  reg in  Sept.  S  during  the  Church  School 
hour.   If  vou  have  not  signed  up  in  the  Office  for 
the  new  Class  -  please  do  so  now  so  that  material  can 
be  purchased  in  advance. 
We  have  a  pair  of  white  nylon  gloves  and  a  bar  -black 

AND  '"HJte  UMQReLLa  IN  THE  OFFICE  -  ANYONE  LOOSE  THEM? 

Today  -  Baptism  at  2iOO  -   |F   vou   need   your  baby 

BAPTIZED  CONTACT  THE  PaBTOR  THIS  MORNING. 

^~  we  extend  Best  Wishes  to  Guy  and  Mildred  Wi  lee   * 

THEIR  RECENT  MARRIAGE,  n  VJ -ty 


1 

EAST  DELTA  PARISH,  U.C.C. 

This  week's  bulletins  are  given  by  Mr,  and 

REV.  RALPH  C.  UM 

Mrs,  John  Hartman. 

VISITING  PASTOR                                   AUGUST  17,  1975 

BUTLER,  PENNSYLVANIA 

Mrs.  Ella  Ifozniak  is  recovering  fron  surgery. 

*  ^BHHMK^^Hrfi^Ht*)HBSH^*^HH(*^^«* 

She  would  be  very  pl«aased  to  hear  from  you. 
Her  address  is  Room  376,  St.  Joseph  Hospital, 

PRELUDE 

Marshfield,  Wisconsin  54449. 

INKCATIQN                                    LET  YOUR  LIGHT  SHINS! 

Mrs,  Nora  Lester  is  a  patient  at  Little  Tra- 
verse Hospital  in  retoskey.   She  is  in  Room 

*     HYMN 

l60.  Your  cards  and  prayers  will  be  greatly 
appreciated. 

RESPONSIVE  READING    38 

Noxt  Sunday  we  will  welcome  our  new  pastor, 

SCRIPTURE  REaBMG  I  Kings  19:1-16 

Gordun  Fox,  and  his  family. 

PRAYER 

4HBHHHB^HHHHHHH**BHHriHHH«HHHt* 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

LITTLE  THINGS 

OFFERING 

Little  drops  of  water, 
Little  grains  of  sand, 

*     DLXDLJGY 

Make  the  mighty  ocean 
And  the  pleasant  land. 

*    mm 

Little  deeds  cf  kindness, 

SERMON      "ONLY  II11 

little  words  of  love, 
Make  this  earth  an  Eden, 

*     HYMN 

Like  the  Heaven  above. 

*     BENEDICTION 

HUMILITY 

Robert  Herrick 

*     F03TLUDE 

Humble  we  must  be,  if  to  Heaven  we  go; 

High  is  the  roof  there,  but  the  gate  is  low. 

*  PLEASE  STAND 

) 

:   i   i 

-3  been  ve--       u  'Hosts, 

ildren  of  Israel  have  for  thy  covenant 

bEine  altars,  and  slair  rophets 

■;ord;  and  I,  even  I  on   ,  leftl  and 
they  ae      life,  to  take  it  away." 

;cripture:  1  Kings  19:1- 

(illus.  of  man       .gs  getting  vrorse) 

t  ir  Scrip  find  Elij,  tl  '     ;et  wor 

.  tell  slay  prophs  Baal,Jez  prom  kill, 
Jr.  am  gens  Hannib,?  ed  Grt,     igton 

most  danger  after  defeat, others  most  vuln  aft  vict 

?  this, slink  lik  thief,no  baste  vict, sad  etc 
(tell  rest  of  Sci 

selves  this  story, cum  2 
.tile, despair, feel  usele:  . 
Elij:  her         '    all  foe  i,wl    eat  hed/wall, 
Wat  prof ' 
In  pre::  3t  rise  freque,    ;:  j   live  rt  Sj  all 

rd  G  those  no  Blleve  prosper, get  rais,bi 

-'  i  feel  i  -      I  who  Xpian  this  family ,Nhood, 
job, town  etc   It  ONLY  I  involv  try  do  G  will 
Lssionary  cheerful  in  s  versity)  ■ 
'  Fficult,  many  peop  withdraw  shell, from  v/orld 
icolog, psychiatrist  sot  after,  but  most  never  ■ 

rt  selves, need  get  closer  2  G 
y  aft  admit         ,   -  self  as  really  8, 
■  j  j  :  2  us 
jtotr,  Elij  show  G  not  alw    in  spectact,but  small 
voice 

expec  gran  ■  3  G  do ' that  way , 

pus]         -, expect  G  answer  same    , 

G  no  oper  lik  this 
(Ii:  )ctor) 

,   11  shel  want  3  entert,araus . ,so  "• 
1, cares  etc 
ther  n     ic  cur  L\  ;ili   ,  ":"    ur  Cun  2    /"/, 

.        le  all  labor ,hvy  lad  "-.  I  re£ 

invi  cast  cares, pro";    L  , 
lij  we  rath  gc 
leop  male  big  r'.?"l  cum  2  2p,expl  intell,or  say  2  einot 
not  z!-  me. 

';  o:         '        -  Hf  co   :      1  rj  turn 
itts  accept  Xp) 
,   ;hen  no  Only  I,       faith  Js  lead 
le  me. 


we  never1  alone  again,  this  joy  of  Apianity 
Paul  say  Cxala  2:20  (read) 

Ls  removes  the  Only  I  feelii    replaces  it  wi 
relation-"  '     at  cannot  be  g!  L  |  . 

"-xn  fact  it  a  relationship  cannot  understand  if  not 
tried. 

Insted  feel  just  Me  against  world,  it  is  Christ  who 
XX3CSSXBES  raa<:e3  it  possible  2  overcum 
futilit  . 


ly  I  I" 

19:10,  14, 

Pave  been  very  jealous  for  the  Lord  of  Hosts.  7or  the  children  of  Israel 
-J  covenant,  _thrown  doroi  thine  alta 
•  and  I,  even  I  only,        ,  and  the  ,  t     :e  it 

-re:  1  Kings  19:1-18 

(Illustration  of  man  '     >rse:   I  am  sure  t       st  of  you  have 

probably  of  the  man  who  fcaat  seemed  to  have        '     .  wrong 

in  hie  life  by  a  series  of  progression.  id  nothing  see  led 

.  ted  this  fact  to  on:         '"lends,  an 

,  ,  73e."     the  man  says, 

and  sure  enough  thj         orse,") 

the  point  in  the  life  of  the  prophet  Elijah  that  cone  to  in  our 

Scripture  for  this  morning.  Very  shortly  before  this  Elijah  had  challenged  the 

hets  of  Baal  on  .  .    .-..lei  and  had  not  a 

only    ,  but   ad  slain  the  prophets  of  Baal  as  well.       it  is  not  surprisi 

to  read  i  '    rords  of  this  19th  chapter  th<  ;his  to  the 

3d  queen  Jezebel,  an"  to  kill  Elijah,  Elijah  being  of  the 

sane  si  ten,  fears  for  hi  'lees.   In  al  probability  Jezebel 

have  ha      killed  on  the  spot  if  she  so  chose  to  do  so.      i   j  •      'on 

of  her  sending  a  threat  to  Elijah  was  an  indication  that  she  re 

him  to  the  extent  that  he  would  gel      from  them  and  flee.  And  Elijah  does 

just  this. 

Dr.         anan  the  noted  clei 

one    '     ';  just  as  famous  generals  such  '    ':he  Gre  -, 


Hannibal,  b      '  ington  were  never  so  da:       as  the      rter  a      ;, 

so  some  persons  are  never  so  vulnerable  as  the  d  victory.   In 

'  stance  we  can  see  that  Elijah  fell  Into  this  category.  He  had  just 
won       !:  victory  over  Jezebel  e  ah,  and  instead  of  being  able  to 

Krqjtrqc:£k&  savor  t"  ;e  of  victory,  he  was  forced  to  sli 

hief.  He  was  so  dorm  and  dejected  that  he  to  let 

Lie.  Ln  some  r      ;s  to  Jo:         re  can  read:' 

see  ■  "  Lone.        1  come   b   '         " ies 

fO(i_  and  drink  for  i   and  reque     '   ;o  eat  which  he  does6  lie  lie     i  .  to 
ep  and  i      ened  a  second  time         lgel  and     '   is  requested  to  eat 
the  food  supplied,  and  was   3   to  travel  for  40  days  and  nights  on  the  stren 
food.  Shis  in  it  iracle 


_2~ 

Holy  mountain  of  God  called  lit.  Horeb.        re  he  enter       .    it  much 
Tonah,  Tie  finds  lie  cannot  escape  God,  for  God  cones  b   i  him 

what  he  is  doing  there.   It  is  at  this  point  that  Elijah  replies;  (read  text  . 
He  -        '  -en  instruction  50  and  stand  u?on  the  mountain.  The   Lord 

-  Ld  in  !  :_         ■  :as  in  pieces,  but  we  are 

told  the  o^ord  was  not  in  the  wind.  Next  there  is  a  trembling  and  used 

by  an  earthquake,  bu~       the  lord  is  not  in  the  earthquake.  Next 
fire  on  the  mountain,  bi      '    od  is  not  in  the  fire.   Jut  after  the  fire, 

re  is  the  still  snail  voice  of  God  which  Elijah  recognizes  as  the  voice  of 
God.  And  a  ■  '  Ln  what  he  i    Lng  there.   And  one  ijah 

■  :3T3   in  the  same  way;  (read  text). 
It  is  at  this   bit  tha   lija   '   Instructed  'hat  to  do.      3  to  anoint  Hazael 
as  the  king  0       ,  nd  he  is     noint  Jehu  as   L   c C  Israel,  and  Elisha  is 
to  be  anoi.         e  next  '  jah's  place.  Those  who  escape 

uction  fr  1  he  destroyed  by  Jehu,  and  those  who  escape  destruct- 

ion by  Jehu  will  be  destroyed  by  Elisha.   -nd  then  God  tells  Elijah 

sre  are  7000  people  in  Israel  who  have  remai::. 
true  to  God,  and  have  no       i  the  other  heathen  idols  of  their 

neighbors.  This       ive  been  quite  a  blow  to  Elijah,  for  he  was  dejected  an 
defer-  he  felt  and         that  he  was  the  or  id  remained 

true  to  all  of  . 

In  t  in  several  ofi —   :  r  to  it,  I        s  c 

sxexx  individuliy  see  ourselves  at  a  certain  point  in  our  lives.  Perhaps  we 

have  been  at  this  point  several  times,  and  it  is  the  point  oS   despair. 

point  of  feeling  useless  and  that  all  is  futility  in  life.  , 

;'s  the  ui  ;.    ere  is  "Cnly  I"  against  foes,   ./hy  should  I 

continue  to  be       ead  against  thecwall?  Lt  rofit  me?;i   If 

can^..ee  ourselves  in  this  situation,  then  I  am       re  know  the  feeling      lis 
str        ■  n  of   i,  I  '  tit  day  world  the 

question  seems  to  arise  :'      Life  frequently.        try  to  live  a:;      nits 
to  live,  and        ar,  and  st      ,  '  P  '  '        '"' 


who  care  nothing  about  God  in       ,       t  much  "better  than  we  do. 

seen  to  have  more  opportunities  than  KB   .  raises 

and  somehov;  we  Begin  to  feel  slighted  and  left  out.   It 

at  this  point  that        j  to  think  it  is  "Only  I"  who  is  a  Christian  in  this 

;hborhood,  or  in  this  family,  or  in  this  job.   'It  is  "oni- 

to  do  what  God  wants  me  !_ 

a 
^nse  of  futili'   '  Lng  many  people  to  crwa      £hs±e  shell 

so  to  speak  and  to  wi  .     i   bhis  sense  of  futili . 

ise  so  many  to  seek  the  help  an'  shologist 

.  rally  one  thing  that  the      'essxonal   so  1«  never  say  is  that  to  be 
be  :■''     "ith  ourselves  we  need  to  get  closer  to  God.   It  is  only  when       iow- 

tat  we  are  and  we  see  ourselves  as  we  really  are,  that  God  can  speak  to 
us.  It  rodigal         rted  that  he     not  right  in  the 

sight  o  ,  "  at  God  w       '  ;  him.    •■  need  to  realize  t 

lif      is  filled  Lis  and  that  we  are  on 

not  to  serve  ourselves ,  but  to  serve  God.   '.;hen  i-od 

-  in   ir  lives,  it  is  then  that  life  takes  on  a  ne"     Lng. 
(Ill      ion  of  a     '         '    ome  Lng  to  him.  ^Iso  the 

3  looked  at  the  road  of  affliction  promised  by  Jesus.) 
;ood  examples  o         lo  had  given  their  very  lives  in  the  ser- 
vice of  Jes      ist,  and  yet  they  had  to  remind  the      :  i    of  the  pr       of 
God. 

ry  of  Elijah  we  also  see  that  God  is  not  always  to  be  fou   i  the 
Elijah  saw  the  evidence  of  the  wind  on  the  rocks.  He  saw  the 
'  the  earthquake.   And  he  also  saw  tye  evidence  of  the  fire.  But  he 

.         in  the  least  expected 
e  to  him,  and  that  was  :*        '       1  voice 

"iften  8;  eaks  to  us  in  t  '  rand  an        1 

God  "    hich  we  lee.       ■     .    2  are  so  accustomed 

to  thi     h-button  age  J;   b  -  i     it  answer  from  God.   ;'e  can 

achine  and  instantl  '    it.   re  can  see 


an  event  happen  on  TV  and  then  see  that  event  instantly  replayed  again.   .  i  i   is 
■        :  ect  fro     .      '  ,  :an't  yo  rayers? 

'  ';o  me  as  soon  as  I  as! 

doesn't  o_       "       .    jrhaps  lie  may  answer  us  in  an  altogether 
■ ■ ' .  "octor  and  we  week  a  drug  to  cure 

all  sort     x.  -     conditii   ,  -  ray, 

■ion  of  clow    '  ■   ■ 

are  likt    '  ,  just  a  nolle  round  wanting  to  he  enter- 

so  we  can  forgot  our  probl"  '.         re  is  no  ma 

al  cure  for  the  sense  of  futility*  The  only  cure  is  to  come  to  the  _>aviour  and 
take  Him  at  His  word.  says,  "  Jorae  to  me  all  jrou  who  labor  and  are  heavy  la  . 
and  I  .  siids  the  invitation  to  c  ;    ■  cares  and  our 

problems  upon  Him.  '  '   "'  to 

die  ''/:■  t. 

ist.     either  try  to 
ay  intelleetullay,  or  we  try  to  pass  it  off  as  being  so         %at 
is  emotional  :.         '  'eligion.   It  is  only  when  vre 

and  con  '        ;    j  we  see  that  without  Christ  as  our  Saviour  our 

re  a  complete  mess,  and  wit1  Live  '       world 

<e   did  before ,yet  with  a  joy,  because  we  know  that  at  the  end  of  this  often 
miserabZ      /  ay,  we  shall  :        Lm.   3&±3~:HteHH±±oiakH:_         nite 

tain  "'Utts  an  L  ace         1  :t) 
This         re  each  need  to  do,  and  then  we  will  not  feel  that  it  is  "Only  I" 
against  the  world.   "But  instead,  it  i         ,  ro  lead  me  i     uide 

ill  never  be  alone  ,  '    ou  alway  , 

even  unto  the  end  .   -  '   physical  end  of  this  world, 

but  one  thing  is  certain,  of  us  this  would  will  come  to  an  end 

•  ,  ilit        •'. grounding  us,  and  enmeshing  us  in 

,  we  need  to  t 
•     ■  '1st.  -  -  was 

:20j    jverthelea        ,     not  I,   '-     '  >t  live- 


ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH   OF   CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Fourteenth  Sunday  After  Pentecost         August  2U,    1 975 
Rev.   Ralph  C.    Li nk.    Pastor 
Mrs.    Eugene  Stephenson,   Organist 
Mr.   Ralph  Cooper,    Choir   Director 
Marc i a  McBride  ahd   Terry  McClimans   -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP   -    10! 00   A.M. 
Prelude  Music:  "Gothic  Suite"  Boellmann 

"Cloister  Sells"  Ahcapelt 

Silent  Player   (Please  remain  silent  during   chimes'! 
"Processional  Hymn  No.    330     "0  Zion,    haste,    thy  mission 

h i eh  fulfilling" 
"Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
"Exhortat ion 
"Confession   (In  Unison)    "0  Heavenly  Father,    whose  light 

AND     LOVE    SEARCH   THE    DEPTH    OF    Men's    HEARTS,     PREPARE    US, 

we  pray  thee,  for  thy  coming,   fill  our  souls  with  humility, 
as  we  rememser  before  thee  the  things  we  ought  not  to  have 
done,  amd  the  good  things  left  undone,  and  as  we  come  to 
thee  for  forgiveness.  purify  our  thoughts,  strengthen  our 
wills,  kindle  again  in  us  the  spirit  of  devotion;  and 
above  all,  lift  us  into  thy  very  presence,  that,  consecrated 
anew  to  thy  service,  vz   may,  with  gladness  and  serenity, 
follow  in  the  footsteps  of  him  who  came  wot  to  be  ministered 
unto  but  to  minister,  thy  song,  our  saviour,  jesus  christ. 
Amen." 

"Kyrie       (Choir,  Congregation  and  Fastor) 

"Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 

*Phai se 

"Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

"People:  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 

"OOXDLOGY      No.  55' 

Scripture!        Matthew  10:  2^2 
Hymn  No,   3*   "The  King  of  love  my  Shepherd  ib" 
"Affirmation  of  our  Faith     (Apostles'  Creed) 
"Gloria  Patr i 
"Call  to  Prayer 

"Pastor:  The  Lord  se  with  you. 
"People:  And  with  thy  spirit, 
"Pastor:  Let  us  Pray 
"Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 


Offer i ng 

Offertory  "Petite  Pastorale"  Carey 

Solo:      "My  Heart  Ever  Faithful,    Sing   Praises"      Bach 

Sung   by  Mrs.   Roy  McDevitt^ 

Sermon!  "SWITCH  AND  FIGHT!"  ***fA£»n 

Prayer   and   Lord's   Prayer  f£ 

•Hymn  of  Dedication  No,   E99       *Le**>   on,    0  King   eternal!" 
"Benediction  and   Three  Fold  Amen 

Postlude  "Postlude    in  F"  Thygerson 

"Congregation  Standing -  - 

The  Lovely   Flowers  on  the  Altar  have   been  placed   av 

Mrs.    0.    L.    Kingsley   and  Donald  Kingsley    in  memory 

of  "Husband"   and   "Father"  -  Delmar  Kingsley. 
Serving   as  Ushers  today  are:     "Don  Kingsley,    Dahyl 

TaIT,    John  Dreher,    Gary   Penar  and  Richard  Mangel. 
Elder  and  Mrs.   Robert   Basehore  will  represent  Council 

at  the  door  today. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today   by:     Mrs.   Virginia 

Mangel,   Mrs.   Martha   Derewecki    and   Paula  Stephenson, 
The  attendance   last   Sunday  was    1 58. 
*^"     Hospitalized:     Mrs,    Evelyn  Shakely. 

Mon.    -   7:30  -  Women's  Mary  Prugh  Circle  Meeting. 

Our  religion   is   to   be  a   constant   source  of  joy.      As 
Paul  puts   it,    "The  kingdom  of  God    la... joy."      !n   fact, 

JOY    AND     HEJOICE    ARE    THEME    »'0HDS    OF    THE    New    TESTAMENT. 

To  the  Philippians  Paul  writeb:  "Rejoice  in  the  Lord 

ALWAYS",  AND  AGAIN  I  SAY,  REJOICE!"   OURS  IS  NOT  A 
RELIGION  OF  GLOOM  AND  DOOM;  OURS  IS  A  RELIGION  OF  JOY 
AND  GLADNESS.   FoR  THE  BELIEVER  IN  CHRIST  JOY  MUST 
BECOME  A  WAY  OF  LIFE.    >T  MUST  FIND  EXPRESSION  OVER 
THE  COFFEE  CUPS  AT  THE  BREAKFAST  TABLE,   IN  OUR  ATTI- 
TUDES AND  CONVERSATIONS  IN  THE  FAMILY  CIRCLE,   IN  OUR 
CASUAL  CONTACTS  WITH  OUR  FRIENDS  AND  FELLOWMEN.   A 
SOUR  FACE  AND  A  BELIEVING  HEART  ARE  A  CONTRADICTION 

IN  terms.      Genuine   joy  clamors   for   expression.       It 
was  Martin  Luther  who  wrote:      "My  heart  for  very  joy 
doth   leap/  My  Li's   no  more  can  silence  keep." 

/?>■  $#**.    Cor     4<:r7.i/rx^/rer      Jj ^j.    A*"-     yvpj 


"Switch  And  Fight!" 

Text:  Matt  10: 5%  "Think  not  that  I  am  eome  to  send 
pe   e  on  earth;  I  came  not  send  peace,  but  a  sword." 
Scripture:  Matt  10*24-42 

Cig  slogan:  I  wud  rather  fite,  than  switch" 
Ms   jok,pok  fun, but  Bib  truth  statement 
1st:dezir  no  mak  change, status  quo;many  epop  Bib  this 
Garden  fpll.man  sinner, no  want  change 
times  may  reel  want  chang,but  easy  be  signer  &  liv 
2nd  show  man  determ  sfeay  as  is,  even  tho  G  use  prophs 
miracles, signs, wonders ,&  man  stay  sinful 
(Illust  Poem  Robert  F^ost) 
This  put  otb  term  war  Js  say  Scrip  AM 
He  tel  foils  wat  mean  2  B  discip  &  tru  mean  word 
Vs  32 .  stand  up  B  count 
vs  ~*A   must  no  B  asham  tel  Js  Xp  other 
unexpect  ~&  stRrtl  statement  (TEXT  34) 
Angel  song  Birth  wrong?  Peace  on  Earth, Goodwill  men" 
Prophecy  Js  Nazar  wrong?  Prince  of  Peace" 
NO.  Mean  pers  accpt  Xp  B  prepar  4  fight 
Bib  admon  "SWITCH  AND  PIBHT" 
Pers  Xpian  Satan  do  all  can  turn  away 
Sumtime  C  pers  join  Ch  &  no  C  again, Satan  win 
Mothers  &.  Chiliftren,  wives  &  husbands, others  fight 
fight  2  get  cum  2  church?   This  SATAN 
Vs  5^-39  we  C  own  household  turn  gainst  us  sumtimes 
Saved  vs  unsaved  =  Why  no  move  2  ch, always  there? 
Lake  Superior, nite  B4  storm, rough  witecaps, 
Switch  calm  on  land  2  fight  rough  lake  water 
Must  B  prepared  4  this 
(I^ust.  Captain  Stops  ship:  God  tells  to) 
2     an  accpt  Xp  B'cuz  strange  circum,&.  person  witness 
of  sailor  unafraid  B  called  names 
Js  say  cam  not  bring  Peace  our  livs  but  sword,He 
ment  it 
Hav  U  felt  sword  ur  life? 
If  no  perhap  U  nev  complet  giv  ur  hart  &  lif  2  Xp 
I  hav  felt  my  lif, from  triads, from  fam,membs  congs 
Simply  Bcuz  peop  no  underst  wat  B  Xpian  all  about 
2  many  peop  simply  lik  cig  commerc  willing  fite  G, 
&  His  provision  4  Salvation  thru  Js  Xp,  Bcub  it 
easier  than  switching 
2day  Js  Xp  seek.bekon  ea  us  2  SWITCH  AND  FIGHT 
Wat  ur  answer  B?  U  can  determ  this  2day  &  resolv 
in  ur  hart  simply  by  say,  T  ^<™?*   "  *R  MY  ^RT) 
A.   RAVT0TTR.&  ACKNOWL  MY  SIN  &  BLIEVE  U  DIED  4  ME. 

If  U  no  hav  dun  this  I  urge  do  so     ■ — ^ 

&  even  if  must  fite  wiles  of  Satan  &  demons  it  worth 
rt.  Even  own  fam  may  B  gainst  U 


But  alternative  wen  considered  mak  it  worthwhile 
Let  ea  us  walk  from  service  this  day  &.  B  able  sayt 
"I'VE  SWITCHED  AND  NOW  I'M  READY  TO  FIGHT." 


"Switch  And  Fight I " 

Text:  Matthew  10:j3-:-,  "(Think  not  that  I  am  come  be   o       oe  ear 

n  b  '  3   :~<'  '  "-- " 

Sc^pture:  Matthew  10:24-42 


•it.  a^  7iCfH   poe  :-/"f :  ..J'  '^~  ■ 

fyi  '  a- "  /-      ''    '   H 
Two  roads'  diverged  In  a  wood,  and 


ages^ and  ages 


took^ttcs  o; 


I  am  sure  that  almost  al1  of  us  have  heard  and  seen  the  cigarette  slogan 
that  states,  "I  would  rather  fight  than  switch."  Now  we  may  poke  fun  at  this 
and  make  jokes  about  it,  but  we  can  find  in  a  statement  such  as  this  a  Biblical 
truth.  First  we  see  that  there  is  in  this  saying  a  desire  not  ta  make  a  change. 
A  desire  to  stay  with  the  status  quo.  We  find  this  is  Biblical  when  we  look 
at  the  Word  of  God  and  make  comaprisons  of  some  of  the  desires  and  choices  of 
the  poeple  f  God.  We  see  for  instance  that  man  since  his  fall  in  the  Garden 
of  Eden  is  content  to  be  a  sinner  and  does  not  wish  to  change.  There  are  times 
when  we  read  of  their  discontent  with  their  lot  in  life,  and  the  wickedness 
around  them.   But  for  the  most  part  they  are  content  to  wallow  in  their  sin  and 
to  do  that  which  comes  naturally,  and  that  is  to  sin. 

We  also  see  that  this  slogan  is  Biblical  because  it  not  only  shows  the 
determined  condition  of  man  to  stay  as  he  is,  but  it  shows  that  all  through  the 
Word  of  God,  man  is  told  repeatedly  to  turn  from  his  sinful  ways.  God  used 
miracles,  and  prophets,  and  signs  and  wonders  to  get  man  to  switch.  But  all  to 
no  avail.  Perhaps  some  of  them  would  switch,  but  then  they  would  revert  back 
to  their  old  sinful  ways  and  purposes. 


All  of  this 

C 


then,,  paved"  the  way  for  God  to  /intervene  intip  the  (Worldj  in  the 
n  being  Jesus  Christ,  tha  very  Son  of  Goa.  Afrd  ih  our  portion 
/  thi-fr-^aorning',  Jesus  is  laying   .  ^  ^s^ 


f  otfmTof  the  human 

of  Scripture  -for/  this-^ornxng',  Jesus  is  'laying  ^/  " 

In  a  poem  entitled,  "The  Road  Not  Taken,"  by  Robert  frost,  Mr.  Froast  write  s 
I  shall  be  telling  this  with  a  sigh  xama  somewhere  ages  and  ages  hence; 

Two  roads  diverged  in  a  wood,  and  I  I  took  the  one  less  traveled  by, 

And  that  has  made  all  tfce  difference. 


-2- 

This  is  putting  in  other  terms,  what  Jesus  was  advocating  in  our  Scripture 
fc~  this  morning,  Jesus  was  telling  His  followers  that  to  be  a  disciple  meant 
something  far  more  serious  than  being  looke  up  to  and  being  soughtvafter  for 
help  and  assistance. 

Jesus  first  of  all  lets  it  be  known  the  stance  thay  are  to  take.   He  tells 
them  they  must  fee  willing  to  stand  up  and  be  counted,  and  if  they  do  this  then 
he  will  confess  them  before  God  in  heaven,  vs  32.  But  He  also  warns  them  that 
if  they  are  ashamed  to  confess  Him  before  men,  then  He  will  not  confess  them 
before cGod,  vs  33*  This  meant  for  them,  and  means  for  us  today  that  we  are  to 
be  telling  others  fearlessly,  and  unashamedly  about  Jesus  Christ,  with  our  lives, 
and  very  definitely  with  our  voices.  The  condemnation  for  not  doing  so  will 
be  brought  on  by  our  wanting  to  be  a  part  of  the  crowd,  and  holding  back  from 
speaking  for  Jesus  because  we  are  ashamed  to  be  identified  with  H_im. 

But  then  Jesus  makes  another  of  His  very  unexpected  and  startling  state- 
m  *;s,  for  He  says,  "Think  not  that  I  am  come  to  send  peace  on  earth;  I  came  not 
to  send  peace,  but  a  sword."   Does  this  mean  that  the  song  the  angela  sang  on 
the  occasion  of  His  birth  was  wrong?  "Peace  oj   Earth,  Good  will  toward  men." 
Does  it  mean  that  the  title  given  this  Jesus  of  Bazareth  was  all  wrong  too? 
"The  Prince  of  Peace!"  No,  it  merely  means  that  when  a  person  accepts  Christ 
as  his  personal  Lord  and  Saviour,  he  better  be  prepared  for  a  fight.  This  is 
where  the  cigarette  slogan  is  unbiblical,  for  the  Biblical  admonition  is  to, 
"Switch  And  Fight."  When  a  person  swears  allegiance  to  Christ,  he  better  de- 
termine that  in  the  very  near  future  of  his  life,  Satan  is  going  to  do  all  that 
is  within  his  power  to  woo  that  person  back  to  his  side.  This  is  why  we  some- 
times see  a  person  join  the  church  of  Christ  one  Sunday,  and  within  a  very 
short  time  that  person  is  among  the  absent.  How  many  of  you  have  fought  a  terri- 
fic battle  on  Sunday  morning  to  get  out  of  bed  to  come  to  church?   How  m^ny  of 
3>   mothers  have  had  to  fight  your  children  to  get  them  up,and  dressed,  and  ready 
for  Sunday  School  and  Church?  How  many  of  you  wives  have  had  to  practically 
drag  your  husbands  out  of  bed  to  get  them  here  on  Sunday  morning?  Well,  if  you 
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have  fought  any  or  all  of  these  battles,  you  have  been  fighting  against  Satan 
an^  all  of  his  wiles  to  turn  you  away  from  Jesus  Christ. 

But  if  we  look  at  some  of  the  succeeding  verse  of  this  Scripture  we  see  that 
there  is  yet  another  battle  that  must  be  waged  by  many  people  right  within  their 
own  households.  This  is  the  battle  of  the  saved  against  the  unsaved.   If  for 
instance  a  mother  or  a  husband  accepts  Christ,  and  the  other  mate  is  as  yet 
unsaved,  then  they  are  at  variance  with  each  other.  This  is  where  the  husband 
or  the  wife  throws  it  up  to  the  other  one  when  he  or  she  attends  some  church 
functions,  "Why  don't  you  move  your  bed  down  to  that  church,  because  you&re 
always  there/"  This  what  Jesus  is  talking  about  in  verses  55  and  56.   It  is  bad 
enough  to  have  to  fight  the  battle  against  Satan  outside  of  the  home,  but  to 
fight  it  within  is  rather  difficult.  But  you  see  this  is  one  of  the  promises  of 
Jesus  and  that  is  the  Christian  life  is  not  an  easy  one. 

So  what  He  is  saying  and  implying  in  all  of  this  is  that  we  need  to  accept 
Hi   and  even  if  it  means  turmoil  and  frustration  in  our  homes  because  of  this, 
He  will  be  sufficient  for  all  of  our  needs.   As  I  wBs  preparing  this  message, 
I  was  sitting  overlooking  Lake  Superior  in  a  little  campground  just  outside  of 
a  little  town  called  Munising.   It  had  rained  the  night  before  and  although  the 
sun  was  shingng  brightly,  the  wind  was  blowing  very  strongly  and  the  lake  was 
jtTliwd   rough  and  had  whitecaps  on  it.   I  thought  how  it  would  be  if  a  person 
waded  out  into  that  water,  how  he  would  be  leaving  the  relative  calm  of  the 
beach  and  would  be  trading  that  calm  for  the  roughness  and  the  fury  of  the 
water.  It  would  mean  for  that  individuli  a  switch  ftcsmxikaxOTiM  and  a  fight. 
As  I  was  pondering  this  I  thought  of  a  story  I  had  read  of  a  missionary  who 
told  of  same  two  United  States  Navy  officers  coming  to  a  little  Mission  Church 
in  Calcutta  India  during  World  War  II.  He  told  of  this  incident  because  it 
struck  him  as  being  strange  that  two  well  dressed  Officers  would  come  to  a 
cl  .'ch  where  normally  it  was  the  seedy,  alcoholic,  down  and  outers  that  came. 
But  the  story  he  was  told  by  the  two  officers  was  even  that  more  biaarre. 
(Illustration  of  A  Captain  Stops  His  Ship  Because  God  Told  Him  Bo  Do  So.) 


These  two  men  accepted  Christ  tesssHxsxa£x±kK  not  only  because  of  the  strange 
cir  ^stances  of  the  saving  of  the  ship,  but  also  because  of  the  personal  witness 
of  a  sailor  who  was  unafraid  to  be  called  names  and  thought  fanatic  by  his  ship- 
mates. 

So  when  Jesus  says  He  came  not  to  bring  peace  to  our  lrges,  but  a  sword,  He 
meant  it.  Have  you  felt  the  sword  in  your  life?  If  you  haven't  perhaps  you 
have  never  completely  given  your  heart  and  your  life  to  Christ.  I  have  felt  it 
in  my  life,  from  my  friends,  from  my  family,  and  even  from  aambers  of  the  con- 
gregations I  have  served,  simply  because  pmx  some  people  do  not  understand  what 
being  a  Christian  is  all  about. 

Too  many  people  are  simply  like  the  cigarette  slogan  willing  to  fight  God  and 
His  provision  of  Salvation  through  Jesus  Christ,  because  it  is  easier  than 

switching. 

But  today  Jesus  Christ  is  seeking  each  one  of  us,  and  He  is  beckoning  us  to 
"S   ;ch  And  Fight."  What  will  your  answer  be?  You  can  determine  this  today 
and  resolve  it  in  your  heart  simply  by  saying  to  Him,  "I  accept  you  as  my  ^ord 
and  S  viour,  and  acknowledge  my  sin  and  believe  that  you  died  £a  for  me."  If 
you  haven't  done  this,  I  would  urge  you  to  do  so.  And  even  though  you  may  have 
to  suffer  and  fight  against  the  wiles  of  the  devil,  perhaps  even  taking  the  for  m 
of  membersf  of  your  immediate  family,  it  is  worth  it.   It  is  worth  it,  because  it 
means  that  we  can  live  eternally  with  God,  and  the  other  alternative  is  to  be 
condemned  to  hell.  Let  each  of  us  walk  forth  from  this  service  today,  and  be 
able  to  say,  "I've  Switched,  And  Now  I'm  Ready  To  Fight," 


ST..    PAUL'S   UNITED   CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvani a 
Fifteenth  Sunday  After   Pentecost  August   3'i     ^975 

Rev.    Ralph   C>    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs,    Eugene   Stephenson,    Organist 
Mrs.    CyndIe  Sybert,    Youth  Choir  Director 
MarcTa  McHrtde   and   Terry  McClimans   -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -    IthOQ  A.M. 
Preluoe  Music  I  "Where   Living  Waters   Roll"  Rittep 

"Serene  Melody"  S-itzler 

Sjlent  Prayer    (Please   remain  silent  during   chimes) 
♦Processional  Hvmn  No,    I  ^      "Praise   ye   the  Father"1 
*Ascriptiom   -  Choral   Amen 
*Exhortat ion 

*Confessiqn    (In  Unison)    1fO  God,    who   has   given  us   the 
power   to   discern  good  from   evil,    hear  us   as   w£  confess 
our   sins.      We  know  that  we  have  failed   Thee  and  ourselves. 
Regardless   of  how   good  we   have   been,    we  realize   that  we 
have  not   been  the  kind  of   person  that   you  want  us   to    be- 
sometimes   our   belief    in  our   own  goodness  has   prevented 
us   from   seeing  our  sinfulness,     wg  have   felt   that 
acknowledging  vqu   has   made  us    better    than  others,      open 
our  eves,   0   Lord,    to  our   hidden  sins,    as  *e  make  a 
sincere   and   huusle  confession   (n  the   name  of  chrfbt,      amen. .  " 
*Kyr«e  (CHofRt    Congregation  and   Pastor) 

♦Assurance   of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
*Praibe 

♦Pastor:      10   Lord  open  our  lips. 

♦People-!      And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thv   prajse 
*Doxology  No.    55' 

Scripture:  Luke   9:    57     -    [OltE 

Hymn  No.    B      "Praise  ye   the  Lord,    the  Almighty" 
♦Affirmation  of  our   Faith  (Apostles'    Creed) 

*Glori a  Patri 
♦Call  to  Prayer 

*Pabtor:      The  Lord   be  u"!tH   you, 
"People:      And  with   thy  spirit. 
♦Pastor:      Let   us  Pray 
♦Prayer  and  Prayer   Response 
Offer i ng 

Offertory  "Comt  em.pl  at  i  on11  Larson 

Quartet:      ""'qrning  Has    Broken"      -  PattI    BaSehope 
Paul    'Stephenson,    Rob  Vinroe  and   Lloyd   Link 


Sermon!  "Love    Thy   Labor.'" 

Prayer  ano   Lord's  Prayer 
•Hymn  of   Dedication   No. 393      "0   brother  man" 
"Benediction   and   Three   Fold   Amen 

Postluoe  "Psalm  VIM"  Baylor 

______^__    *CaNGREGAT JON    StaNcING    ------ 

The  Lqvelv  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Mrs,  Kathryne  Bancroft  in  Loving  memory  of  her  "Husband11 

Serving  as  Ushers  today  are;  *Alvin  Tait,  Robert 
Stewart,  James  HcGlvmdnds,  Mike  Nazaruk. 

Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Erao 
Vinroe  and  Jooi  Marte. 

Deacon  and  Mrs.  Willjam  PfLugh  will  represent  Council 
at  the  door  today. 

The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  I 3T - 

Wed.  -  7:3°  "  Council  meeting 

Thurs.  -  The  Newsletter  will  be  published  -  please 
have  all  material  in  by  Wednesday. 

Next  SuwrAY  during  the  Church  School  hour  (which  will 
be  promotion  Sunday  also)  -  We  revert  back  to  the 
9^5  Church  School  ano  I  I  100  Mqrimg  Worship  Hour, 
Confirmation  Class  will  begin  also  next  Sunday* 
All  of  Church  School  will  mark  roll  and  be  in  the 
Sanctuary  at  10:00  A.M  for  a  Combined  meeting. 

Next  Sunday  trow  3-1!?  P-M.  in  the  Church  Social  Rooms  - 
Open  House  fop  the  Roy  Pflugh's  in  honor  of  their 
55th  Weeding  Anntversarv- 

Don't  forget  to  reserve  Sept.  \k  -   Youth  Fellowship 
All  Day  Planning.  Session  at  the  Church  from  1-9* 
It  cannot  be  a  8jGCE9S  without  LL 

Coming  events!  -  Sept*  21  -  Congregational  Dinner 
(Sponsored  by  the  Lav  Life  and  Work  Committee) 

Mr.  S  Mrs,  Raymond  Covert  had  a  mew  baby  boy  -  August 

22ND    -    CoNGRATULATtONS. 

The  Butler  County   Cqmm.    College  -  Continuing    Education 
will    have  a  non-credit   course  which  will   focus   on 
both  the  nature  ano   the   experience  of  dying.      The 

COURSE  WILL  BE  ON  WEDNESDAY  n I &htG  -  SEPT.  3  TO  ^ov- 

19,    from  7-10  P.M.      The  Rev,    James  Rummer  -   LLP. 
Minister  from  Butler  will  teach   the   course,      The  cost 
will   be  $21,    for   Butler   County   residents.      Either 
notify   by  mail  on  call  Continuing   Education   Office, 
College   Drive  or  phone  2B7-87'1' 
JBea»Alvin  Tait   on  vaoation;    welcome  visi    jra 


"Love  Thy  Labor!" 
Text:  Luke  10:2,  Therefore  said  He  unto  them,  the 
har  -;st  is  truly  great,  but  the  laborers  are  few; 
lffk.r  ve  tbererqire  mt  the  Lora  qt  thp  narvast  that 
hewmilci  Hand  forun  laborers  unto  me  harvest. 

Scrintuee:  Luke  9:57-10:12 

(Ili^.3  minister | sheriff  &  dead  mule ) 
examp  labor1, distaste  task  neither  want  do 
hedline  Mass  paper, "8  out  10  Amers  unhappy  with  Wor 
This  astound, much  discon  stcess  bens  materi  gain 
not  mental, spiritual  satisfac  be  rt  job, profession 
Js  mak  clear  chap  9  cost  work,discip,exegete  57-62 
Commission  70,  (10:1),  &  TEXT  vs  2 
tru  2day,  but  we  lost  site  of  commission 
Clllus  Xpian  in  lumbercamp) 
easier  mis  way, no  create  waves 
excuses  peop,No  can  talk, not  know  wat  say, ridicule 
may  B  legit, but  super  mkt , phone tbakyard  talk   etc 
We  all  instrum  G,&  only  thru  G  able  use  us, we 
fulfill  task  4  which  placed  on  earth 
(Illus  Tommy  Morris  black  porter) 
He  do  unusual".'  No,ne  do  Wat  U  1  shud  B  do  ea  day 
reason  why  no,mayB  embarrass ,&  this  why  ch  fail 
wonder  why  legis  tak  out  relig  society, 
answer:not  enuf  Xpian  speak  out  voice  Bliefs 
Hav  cum  conclus  must  hav  Dgree,Sem  train  2  speak 
But  really  on  1  -  1  basis 
mean  let  G  work  thru  us  by  place  self  His  hands 
2day,2nite,2morrow,pray  G  may  use  us  4  purps 
pray  He  giv  streng,cour  2  speak  anoth  pers  Ur  fait 
"  G  lead  U  aum1  need  this  help  only  cum  from 
indiv  B  led  inspir  H  Sp 
Then  2morr,next  day  U  engage  con vers  man/worn, work 
next  2  U  plant, off ice ,&  G  magic  provid  cue  4  U  2 
speak  2  them  bout  life, seize  opp  &  tell  Sav  die  ♦  the 
Hang  wash, pull  weeds  tell  lonely  unchur  neighbor 
Sav  U  worship  ea  Sun,&  invite  2  cum  &  meet  Him 
This  wat  our  labor  shud  B  as  well  as  reg  occupation 
If  ea  wud  do, labors  &  jobs  tak  on  new  per spec t 
(Quote  Howard  Hendricks) 

"Do  U  luv  labor  enuf  2  feel  G  perhap  place  U  that 
job  2  shar  faith  with  fellow  worker? 
R  U  will  show  Ehem  UrhSav, words  &  deeds? 
MayB  feel  job  hopeless  Bcuz  swear  2  much, dirty  story 
"nt  Bneath  hard, callus  outer  shell  beat  hart  person 
_w  die  4j&  if  tell  of  Snv  &  poke  fun  U  or  Him, 
Remem  10,11,  of  Luke  10  scrip,  (READ) 
1st  give  peop  opp  hear  WORD, if  reject  warn  of  Kingdon 
(Text) ,  &  as  a  laborer  Luv  Thy  Labor  by  shar  Xp  other 


ST*    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Fifteenth   Sunday  After  Pentecost  August   3'»     '975 

Rev,    Ralph  C,    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs,    Eugene    Stephenson,    Organ! St 
Mrs.    Cyndie   Sybert,    Youth  Choir   Director 
MarcIa  McBrjpe  and   Terry  McClimans   -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -   \0:fXt  A.M. 
Prelude  MuSfc:  "Where   Living  Waters   Roll"  Ritteh 

"Serene  Melody1"  SwtTZLER 

Silent   Praver   (Please   remain  silent  during   chimes) 
^Processional  Hymn  No.    1 4-      "Praise   ye   the   Father" 
'Ascription  -   Choral   Amen 
*  Exhortation 
*CoNFESSroN   (In  Unison)    "0  Goo,    who   has   given  us   the 

POWER  TO  DISCERN  GOOD  FROM  EVIL,   HEAR  US  AS  we  CONFESS 

our  sins.  We  know  that  we  have  failed  Thee  and  ourselves. 
Regardless  of  how  good  we   have  been,  we  realjze  that  we 
have  nqt  3een  the  kino  of  person  that  you  want  us  to  se. 
Sometimes  our  belief  in  our  own  goodness  has  prevented 
us  from  seeing  our  sinfulness.  We  have  felt  THAT 

ACKNOlfLEDG.1  NO     YoU     HAS     MACE    US     SETTER     THAN    OTHERS.        OPEN 

OUR  EVES,  0  Lord,  to  our  HIDDEN  sins,  as  WE  make  a 

SINCERE  AND  HUMSLE  CONFESSION  IN  THE  NAME  OF  ChRISt.    AweM." 

*Kyrie  (Choir,    Congregation  ano   Pastor") 

'Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral   Amen 
*Prai se 

*Pastor;      '0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

*People1      Arid  our  mouth  shall  show  forth   thy   praise 
•Doxolcgy  No.    55' 

Scripture:  Luke  9:   57     -   f0;l2 

Hymn  Nq,    S      "Praise   ye   the   Lord,    the  Almi ghty" 
♦Affirmation  of  our   Faith  (Apostles1    Creed) 

*Gloria  Patri 
*Call  to  Prayer 

*Pastor:      The   Lord    de   ^th   you. 
*People:     And  with  thy  spirit* 
*Pastor:      Let   us  Pray 

*PRAYER  AND  PrAVER  RESPONSE 

Offering 

Offertory  "Contemplat ion"  Larson 

Quartet:      ""or-ning  Has   Broken"     -  PattI    Basehqre 
Paul    -Stephenson,    Rob  Vinroe   ano   Lloyd   Link 


Sermon;  "Love   Thy   LaborJ" 

Prayer  and   Lord's   Prayer 

*HYMN    of    DedICATJCN    lNO-393        "0     BROTHER    MAN11 

*Beneq  i  ctc  on  and  Three  Fold  Amen 
postlude       "psalm  v i! i ■  baylor 

---------  *congregat ion  standing  ------ 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  seen  placed  by 

Mrs.  Kathryne  Bancroft  in  Loving  memory  of  her  "Husband1' 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are!   *Alv*n  Tait,  Robert 

Stewart,  James  tAcCLYMONos,  Mike  Nazaruk* 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  svi  Mr.  &   Mrs.  Brad 

VlNROE   ANO  JoOl  MARTE. 

Deacon  and  Mrs.  William  PfLugh  will  represent  Council 

at  the  door  today. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  '37* 
Wed.  -  7 '3°  ~  Council  meeting 
Thurs.  -  The  Newsletter  will  be  published  -  please 

have  all  material  t n  3y  wednesday. 
Next  Sunhay  during  the  Church  School  hour  (which  will 

BE  PROMOTION  SUNDAY  ALSo)  -  We  REVERT  SACK  TO  THE 

'53  4-5  Church  School  and    1 1  cOO  Moping  Worshjp  Hour. 

Confirmation  Class   will  begin  also  next   Sunday. 

All  of  Church   School  vmll  mark  roll  and   be    in   the 

Sanctuary   at    1 0 : 00  A.M   for   a  Combined  meeting. 
Next   Sunday   from   3~*5  P.M.     in   the  Church  Social  Rooms  - 

Open  House   for  the  Roy  Pflugh'b    in  honor  of  thejr 

55th  Wadding  AnnJi verbary. 
Don't   forget   to  reserve  Sept.    lU  -  Youth  Fellowship 

All  Day   Planning   Session  at   the  Church   from    1-9* 

It   cannot   be   a  S_GCESS  without  U.« 
Coming   eventsJ    -  Sept.    2!    -   Congregational  Dinner 

(Sponsored   by   the   Lay  Life   and  Work  Committee) 
Mr,    &  Mrs,    Raymond   Covert  had   a   new  baby   bdy  —  August 

22nd    -    CONGRATULATIONS, 

The  Butler  County   Cqmm.   College  -  Continuing   Education 
will   have   a  non-credit   course  which  will  focus   o« 
both  the  nature  and  the  experience  of  oving.      the 
course  will  be  on  Wednesday  nights   -  Sept.    3   TD   Nov. 
I9»    from   7-10   P.M.      The  Rev.    James   Rimmer  -  U.P. 
Minister  from  Butler  will  teach  the   course,      The  cost 
wjll  be  $21,    for   Butler  County   residents.      Either 
notify   by  mail  or  call  Continuing   Education  Office, 
College  Drive:  or  phone  2S7-B?li. 
%ea^Alvin  Tait  on  vacation:    welcome  viai    ,rs 


Thy 
"Love  Xbxx  Labor ! ■ 

Text:  Luke  10:2,  Therefore  said  He  unto  them,  The  harvest  truly  is  great,  but 

the  laborers  are  few;  pray  ye,  therefore  the  Lord,  of  the  harvest 
that  he  would  send  forth  laborers  into  the  harvest. 

Scripture:  Luke  9:57-10:12 

A  minister  in  a  rural  parish  found  a  mule  that  had  died  near  near  his  church. 
So  he  called  the  local  sheriff  to  remove  it.   The  sheriff  wanting  to  have  some 
fun  jtxxiteBXJEXKXKKKisx  with  the  minister  asked,  "Well,  isn't  it  the  duty  of  the 
church  to  bury  the  dead?"  And  the  minister  answered,  "Yes,  it  is,  but  first 
we  must  notify  the  relatives." 

I  think  this  is  a  good  illustration  of  xmcHialxtk±«KKXXx£ii»tafxix±k±Hkx±tocKkHKS 
work  and  iarafc  labor.   Involved  was  a  distastful  task  which  neither  man  wanted 
any  part  of.   A  couple  years  ago  while  we  were  in  Massachusetts,  I  saw  a  head- 
line in  a  newspaper  that  stated,  "8  out  of  10  Americans  unhappy  with  work." 
Perhaps  since  then  the  figure  has  kxxSekh  risen  to  9  out  of  10.  I  certainly 
would  shudder  if  it  rose  to  10  out  of  10.  But  8  out  Of  evefcy  10  people  to  be 
unhappy  with  their  work  is  astounding.  Much  of  this  discontent  is  brogght 
about,  simply  because  the  stress  in  work  today  is  benefits  and  material  gain, 
a   not  in  the  mental  and  spiritual  satisfaction  that  can  come  from  being  in 
the  right  job  or  line  of  work. 

Jesus  makes  much  of  this  abundantly  clear  in  our  scripture  for  this  morning. 
As  we  look  at  the  end  of  the  9th  chapter  we  see  the  cost  that  Jesus  places 
upon  being  His  disciple.  First  we  see  a  man  comes  to  him  and  promises  that  no 
matter  what  happens  he  is  going  to  be  a  true  follower  of  Jesus.  And  Jesus 

HHxsrarxxfcxaxttifciixfckE  lets  him  know  that  it  is  not  an  easy  life,  for  He  does  not 

Jesus  tells 
even  have  a  place  He  can  call  his  own.  The  second  man  xaxtaiii  to  follow  Him, 

but  this  fellow  claims  he  must  first  go  an  bury  his  father.  The  answer  that 

Jesus  gives  is  that  there  is  nothing  more  that  can  becdone  for  the  dead,  and 

the  kingdom  of  God  needs  to  be  preached  to  the  living. 

A  third  one  promises  to  follow  Jesus,  but  first  he  must  go  and  say  goodbye  to 

his  family  and  friends.  To  this  Jesus  answers  that  once  a  fellow  has  started 

t   plow,  he  cannot  look  at  what  he  has  done,  but  must  continue  until  the  field 

is  plowed.  Thus  Jesus  give  to  these  people,  and  to  any  others  who  would  follow, 

the  cost  of  being  a  follower. 

Then  we  read  of  His  sending  the  70  out,  with  the  instructions  they  needed  0 
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for  the  journey. 

^ut  then  we  read  the  commission  He  gives  to  each  one.  He  says,  "The  harvest 

truly  is  great,  hut  the  laborers  are  few;  pray  ye,  therefore  the  Lord  of  the 

harvest,  that  He  would  send  forth  laborers  into  his  harvest."  This  was  meant 

not  only  for  His  followers  then,  but  it  is  meant  for  us  today.  But  like  so 

many  others  things  we  should  be  doing  as  Christians,  we  have  lost  sight  of 

this  commission. 

(Illustration  of  fesy  Christian  boy  in  lumber  camp.   Christianity  hiding  it) 

It  is  much  easier  to  work  with  people  and  keep  our  Christianity  silent, 

because  it  might  create  waves  with  our  fellow  workers.   We  all  make  excuses 

to  pass  off  this  Commission  of  Jesus.  We  say,  "I  can't  talk  to  people.   I 

never  know  what  to  say.   I'm  afraid  they  may  laugh  at  me  or  ridicule  me. 

my  thoughts 
I  have  a  hard  time  putting  into  words,"-and  other  such  things 

Now  all  of  these  excuses  have  a  certain  amount  of  legitimacy  about  them,  but 

e  can  shoot  them  down  one  by  one  if  we  examine  them  closely.   To  those  who 
say  I  can't  talk  to  people,  we  question  their  conversations  in  groups  in  the 
neighborhood  or  in  the  super-market  and  other  places,  ^o  those  who  say  they 
never  know  what  to  say,  we  question  their  conversations  on  the  telephone 
which  sometimes  may  be  lengthy.  Therefore,  we  need  to  question  whether  our 
real  reasoning  is  not  perhaps  that  people  may  think  we  are  religious  and  if 
this  is  known  about  we  may  become  embarrassed. 

What  we  need  to  do  instead  is  to  realize  that  we  are  ail  instruments  of  God, 
and  it  is  only  through  God  being  able  to  use  us  as  instruments  that  we  ful- 
fill the  task  for  which  we  have  been  placed  upon  this  earth. 
(Illustration  of  Tommy  Morris,  black  porter) 

Now  is  this  man  doing  anything  really  unusual?  Ho,  he  isn't.  He  is  doing 
what  you  and  I  should  be  doing  everyday  of  our  lives.  The  reason  we  do  not 
:o  it  may  be  as  we  already  said  because  of  a  sense  of  embarrassment  for  being 
a  Christian.   This  is  one  reason  why  the  church  has  failed  in  so  many  areas. 
We  wonder  how  one  or  two  people  in  our  society  can  introduce  legislation  that 
removes  things  that  are  religious  from  public  life.  The  answer  is  simeply 
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because  not  enough  Christians  have  spoken  out  and  Voiced  their  beliefs. 
We  have  somehow  come  to  the  conclusion  that  anything  religious  must  he  done 
by  those  with  seminary  or  theological  training,  or  that  it  t„kes  all  sorts 
of  degrees  to  speak  to  others  about  our  faith. 

But  what  it  really  amounts  to  is  that  it  is  done  on  a  one  to  one  basis. 
But  it  also  means  that  we  must  seek  to  let  God  work  through  us  to  make  this 
possible.  Today,  or  tonight  when  you  retire,  and  tomorrow  morning  when  you  s 
arise,  pray  that  God  may  use  you  for  His  purpose.  Pray  that  He  will  give 
you  the  strength  and  the  courage  to  speak  to  another  person  about  the  faith 
you  have.  And  pray  that  Go£  will  lead  you  to  someone  who  needs  this  help 
which  can  only  come  from  another  individual  being  led  by  the  inspiration  of 
the  Holy  Srrgxfc  Spirit.  Then  tomorrow,  or  the  next  day  when  you  are  engaged 
in  a  conversation  with  the  man  or  woman  working  next  to  you  in  your  plant  or 
office,  and  God  magically  provides  the  cue  for  you  to  speak  to  them  about 
life,  seize  that  opportunity  and  tell  them  of  a  Saviour  who  died  for  them. 
Tomorrow  when  you  may  be  hanging  out  the  wash,  or  pulling  some  weeds  from 
the  garden,  and  you  see  that  lonely  neighbor  next  door  who  does  not  go  to 
church,  tell  him  or  her  of  the  Saviour  you  worship  each  Sunday  and  extend 
an  invitation  to  come  and  meet  Him. 

This  is  what  our  labor  should  be  as  well  as  our  regular  occupations.  If  we 
would  each  place  our  lives  in  the  hands  of  God,  and  ask  Him  to  use  us  as  His 
instruments  where  we  work,  our  labors  and  our  jobs  would  take  on  new  per- 
spectives. 
Howard  G.  Hendricks  wrote  a  book  entitled  "Say  It  With  love."  In  this  book 

he  wrote  the  following  quote,  "As  I  study  the  scriptures  I  see  that  there 
are  only  two  things  God  wants  to  rescue  from  this  deteriorating  planet/  One 
is  His  word,  and  the  other  is  people.  Are  you  investing  your  life  in  these 
treasures  God  is  going  to  save?  Are  you  building  His  Word  into  Hxs  people? 
Invest  your  life  in  something  that  will  outlast  you!   There  was  never  a  feast 
without  a  sacrifice.  This  was  true  for  Christ  who' came  not  to  be  ministered 
unto  but  to  minister  and  to  give  His  life  as  a  ransom  for  many. '   It  is  also 
true  for  believers  who  die  to  themselves  so  they  may  bear  Christ  to  the  hun- 
gry souls  of  the  world." 


Do  you  Love  Thy  Labor  enough  that  you  can  feel  that  perhaps  God  has  placed  jca 
vou  s±y  on  that  job  to  share  your  faith  with  your  fellow  workers?  Are  you 
willing  to  show  them  your  Saviour,  not  oust  by  words,  but  by  deeds?  Perhaps 
you  may  feel  that  the  job  on  which  you  work  is  hopeless,  because  they  swear 
too  much,  or  tell  too  many  dirty  stories.  But  just  remember  that  beneath 
that  hardened  and  calloused  outer  shell,  beats  the  heart  of  a  person  for 
whom  the  Saviour  died  also.  And  if  you  should  strive  to  tell  somaone  of 
your  Lord,  and  they  poke  fun  at  you,  or  potte  fun  at  your  beliefs,  just  re- 
member the  words  of  Jesus  which  He  spoke  in  the  10  &  11th  verses  of  this 
mornings  Scripture. 

We  are  first  to  give  people  the  opportunity  to  hear  the  Word.  Then  if  they 
reject  it  and  us,  we  are  to  shake  the  dust  off  our  feet,  or  in  other  words 
to  rid  ourselves  of  them.  But  we  should  be  sure  to  warn  them  that  the  Kingdoi 
of  God  has  come  near  to  them  and  they  have  refused  to  hear  of  it. 
"The  harvest  ruly  is  great,  but  the  laborers  are  few,"  JbBBnoaatial  and  as  a 
laborer,  "Love  Thy  Labor"  by  sharing  Christ  with  others. 


9t,  Muua  'it':  ■■ 

Si  KYreHTH    &UKDAY    AFTER   Pe*ITE0©91  SEPYEMQ-p    Ti'SYS 

Rev#   Ralph  G,    link,    ,jastob 
Mrs.    Eugene  Stephehsont   -jrcantsi 
Mr.   Ralph  Coopert    Choir  Director 
Mary   Dellen  and   Dam  Co&ko  -  AeowVTd 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -    I  hoc 
Prelude  Mubis:      "Lead,   Kindley  Light11  PPinsutI 

11  Ad  ag  I  ow  Marts  n 

Silent  Praver   (Please  remain  silent   during   chimes) 
•Processional  Hymn  No.    12  "Adoration  and  Praise" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
'Exhortation 

•Confession   (In  Unison)    "C  Heavenly   Father,   whose  lJqht 
and  love   bearch  the  depth  of  menls   hearts,    prepare  us, 
we  firay  thee*   for  thy  coming*      f\ ll  our  souls  with 
humility,   as  we  remember  before  thee  the  thtngb  we 
ought  not  to  have  done,    ano  the  good  th i nq9  left  undone, 
and   ab  we  come  to  thee   for  for<s  i  venebb.      pur  1 f  i   uuh 
thoughtbj   strengthen  our  wills,   kindle  aga  i  n  in  us  the 
spirit  of  devqtlqn;   and  above  all,    lift  us    into  thy  very 
presence,   that,    consecrated   anew  to   thy  service,   we  may, 
wtth  gladnebs   and  serenity,    follow   in  the  footsteps   qf 
him  who   came  not  wo   be  ministered  unto  but  to  minister, 
Thy  Song,   our  Saviour,    Jesus   Christ-      Amen," 
*KyhJe  (Choir,    Congregation  ano  Pastor) 

*Asburance  or  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
■Praise 

•Pastor:        *0  Lord   open  our  lIpb. 

•Peoples        And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxologv         No.    55' 
Bcripture:      I   KrNes   !:J-3^ 
Hvmn  No»   ^30  (Hvmn  of   the  M0nth) 
•Affirmation  of  our  FaIth  (Apostles1    Creed) 

•GlorIa  PatrI 
*CaLL  to  Prayer 

"Pastohi     The  Lord   se  with  you. 
•Peoples      And  with  thy   spirit. 
'Pastors     Let  us  Pray 

•PRAYER    AND    PRAYER    ReSPONCE 


.  V      R 

'   i   H    N 


JK  "  J    MoMfcN  *WA1  CR  6 

■  i  D    •  -tt   EvEfti     4ou* 


BtRMONl        *H01    RVrtH    BcTTuCa    Att    9R4W1 

Prayer  aijo  Lord:s  Phaycw 
•Hymh  of  Dedication  *  o,    n^2   aCowFLie7  and  Victory" 
•BenedI ctIuN  ano  Thr;_e    Foto    -AwiN 
postluoe  "brelude   in  c  ml  nor1  bach 

_ ^Congregation  Standing -  - 

The  Lovely   Flowers   on  the  Altar  have   been  pl\ged 
in  Honor  of  Mr,   &  Mrs.   Roy  Pflughtb   55th 
Wedding   Anniversary  sy  their   "Children11. 
Serving   as   Ushers   today  are*      *Allen  BotacchJ , 
John  Redman,    Dan  Bosko,   Robert  Knauer   and 
Charleb  Penar 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by:     Mrs,,   Wm„ 

Zavacky,   Jr.    and  Sherry  McClimans 
Deacon  and  Mrs.  Mike  Nazaruk  will  represent 

Council  at  the  door  today. 
The  attendance  labt  Sunday  was    lUS. 
^^^      Today  —   5-5   PfA     Open   H&U3C    ■  *«   "» 1  z    C    .  -  ■■     ^oc'al 
Rooms   in  honor  of  Mr,   &  Mrs,   Hoy  PpnuwH'S 
55th  Wedding  Anniversary.      We  extend  our 
Congratulations   and  Best   Wishes. 
^^^Next   Sunday   1-9  -  All  Day   Planning   Session  tor  the 
Youth  Fellowship    tin  the   Church  Undercroft. 
We  wjll  resume  our  Bjble  Study  on  Sept.    IE?   at 
7; 00  P.M.      We  will  be  studying   from  the  sook, 
11   The  SjtrIt  And  The  Word". 
We  will  begin  tearing   down  the  Pattern  Shop  on 

Won,    Sept.    8.      Bring  your   hammers. 
Sept.    J 4  -  "JiQQ  PM  -  Free  Methodist  Church  on 
Center  Ave,   will  show  the  film  "A  Time  To 
Run",      All   are    Invitee. 
There   is   no   one   in  the  hospital  at  the  present 

TfME. 

The  ARC  Class   is  planning  a  weIner  roast/ at  the 
Harry  Fry's   in  Sept.   and  a  trip  to  Cooks 
Forest   in  October. 
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"Hot  Water  Bottle  and  Brats!" 

Text:  1  Kings  1:1-6  Living  Bible 
;  'ipture:  1  Kings  1:1-29  5*/ 

f Story  teacher. 5  reasons  t each. Jun, July , Aug) 
This  honesty ,B1L>  lib  bhi^tell  trubh  K.  Uavexamp 
:egete  Scrip  1  Kings  1-6 
Adonijah  eld  son, did  New  yrs  Festival 
Solo  no  next  line ,possib  Bath  placated  loss  Wriah 
&  baby 
READ  vs  6.  This  HOT  WATER _ BOTTLES  &.  BRATS 
Old  age  vs  youth  &  this  interest 
we  lik  think  world  mov~on  &bwe  get  mor  intell,mor 
advanced, mor  civilized, 
not  tru,  age  2day  sam  Dav, Bath, Adon, Solo ,Nath, etc 
Mor  scicntif, technology,  but  no  advance  far  hum  vali 
•  _Trial  Bilily  Jack  &  explainj 

'  Wo  tru  but  depict  TKl  11-Ee  wat  tak  place  nation 
many  instance  yung  vs  old,complac  elder  vs  radi 
non  conform  young 
Young  say=old  fogey, establish, status  quo , law  &  ordei 
Old  say=hippies, beatniks, freaks, long  hairs, non  cons 
Appear  gulf  Btween  2,  or  Gener  Gap 
I  no  Blieve  Genre  Gap  if  ever  was  1 , 
it  mor  lik  2  side  no  understand  other, no  want  2 
(Quotation  under  30  &  over  gO) 

tru  all  walk  society, on  collision  corse  self-destr 
Seem  bent  self-destru  includ  church 
Red  interes  serm  Stu  Perrin,his  strug  similar  UCC 
Dubious  distinc  most  liberal  denom  in  world 
Yet .travel  C  other  ch's,lik  5  Michigan, know  radi 
"loves  made  ranks  leaders. 

Libs  want  thro  out  G's  Word,&  wat  say  bout  sin, 
"  Salvation  G  provid  all  men 

4get  heav-hell  ea  1 ,4get  all  liv  adultery, homo, 
do  own  thing  &  live  Bcuz  G  mad  U  as  is  &  U  cant 
help  it  so  G  tak  care  U  no  matter  wat.  He  luv 
Messag  need  convey=Js  Xp  die  4  sinners, St  only  way 
sum  2GB  part  His  kingdom  thru  Xp 
Al»ay  have  cert  elemen  complac  Hot  Water  Bottle 
peop  all  walks  lif  &  ch  as  well, 

Alway  hav  cert  elemen  brata  want  seize  rts  &  chang 
everthin  in  instant 
But  wat  tak  bring  peop  2  Xp  &  show  His  luv  &  this 
solu  4  world 

■m  Conlan  illust  on  B.  Graham  thurs  nite) 
fay  lif  transit  per.  UUU,1  dismay, di scour  turn  event 
denom.  May  cum  time  must  mak  decis  St  Perrin  made 

Only  G  know, but  will  fite  within  Ch  until  canno  do 
Ask  join  me  this  battle  Btween  Hot  Water  Bottles 


&  Brats, compac  &  radsj  yng  &  old,  2  offer  salvation 
thru  Xp  &  let  Him  liv,mov, motivate  them  lives 

Let  us  pray  4  guid  strength, &  let  us  place  G's  hanc 

p-  let  Him  direct  all  things. 

***"  'vuayzvmb  -Drj-n^d?  vwvuv  ay  vjqv  aq  737m  uyv$dvz  \pymp  vno& 
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"Hot  Water  Bottles  And  Brats!" 

Text:  1  Kings  *x*2xxx&$  1:1-6,  Living  Bible 

In  his  old  age  King  David  was  confined  to  his  bed;  but  no  matter  how  many  fclank- 
etr  were  heaped  upon  him,  he  was  always  cold.   ",J-he  cure  for  this,"  his  aides 
to...  him,  "is  to  find  a  young  virgin  to  be  your  concubine  and  nurse.   She  will 
lie  in  your  arms  and  keep  you  warm."  So  they  searched  the  country  from  one  end 
to  the  other  to  find  the  most  beautiful  girl  in  all  the  land.  Abishag,  from 
Shunam,  was  finally  selected.  They  brought  her  to  the  king  and  she  lay  in  his 
arms  to  warm  him  (but  he  had  no  sexual  relations  with  her.j 

At  about  that  time,  David's  son  Adonijah  (his  mother  was  Haggith)  decided  to 
crown  himself  king  in  place  of  his  aged  father.  S0  he  hired  chariots  and  drivers 
and  recruited  fifty  men  to  run  down  the  streets  before  him  as  royal  footmen. 
Now  his  father,  King  David,  had  never  disciplined  him  at  any  time  -  not  so  muc  h 
as  by  a  single  scoldingl  He  was  s   very  handsome  man,  and  was  Absalom's  younger 
brother. 

Scripture:  1  Kings  1:1-29 

One  of  the  beauties  of  the  Word  of  God  is  a  plain  and  simple  fact  that  for  some 
pwople  is  hard  to  take,  and  that  is  the  plain  unvarnished  truth  appears  through- 
out the  book.   We  have  all  heard  of  King  David  and  how  he  has  always  been  re- 

&regarded 
ferred  i»  as  being  strong  and  masculine.  The  stories  of  his  feats  of  strength 

and  valor  are  the  things  that  are  remembered  most  by  almost  everyone.  Yet,  in 
th<-  book  of  xxhk  1  Kings  in  the  very  first  verses  of  the  first  chapter,  we  read 
of^David  as  being  very  old  and  senile.  It  is  here  that  he  is  depicted  in  his 
true  light,  as  an  aged  warrior  who  has  poor  circulation  and  cannot  get  warm. 
The  cure  for  this  is  not  to  get  himbmore  and  better  b&ankets,  but  to  get  him 
a  HMBnraxMackEKxkKfcfeiK  young,  warm  human  being  to  share  his  bed.  Thus  Abishag, 
a  very  beautiful  young  woman  becomes  for  the  King,  a  human  hot  water  bottle. 
A  rather  startling  and  unorthodox  solution  to  a  medical  problem  to  say  the 
least.  But  we  must  nlso  point  out  that  this  young  woman  served  merely  as  a 
companion  and  nurse  to  David  and  not  as  his  wife. 

Then  we  read  that  about  this  time  Adonijah,  one  of  his  sons  decided  that  it  was 
time  he  was  crowned  as  king  to  succeed  his  father  David.  tfKXXSx±  This  took 
place  KiKKHiixifcKxfeBgxnoziiig  probably  around  the  New  Year's  festival  which  would 
have  been  appropriate  for  this  to  take  place.  Adonijah  was  the  eldest  living 
sr  of  David,  and  it  was  not  out  of  order  that  he  should  have  been  the  one  to 
succeed  his  father  as  king.  We  read  the  events  which  took  place  following  this 
effort  by  Adonijah  to  become  king,  and  how  the  throne  was  given  by  David  to 
Solomon,  just  as  he  had  promised  Bathsfeflba  that  Solomon  would  reign  in  his  stead. 
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Solomon  was  not  the  heir  apparent  for  the  throne  because  hecwas  not  nest  in  line, 
kFJ"'qpKKhi|ixx2jixi*xiraicfcBStxtH  There  is  a  possibility,  and  this  is  unknown. ,  that 
perhaps  David,  felt  the  need  or  the  desire  to  make  up  to  Bathsheba  the  loss  of 
her  husband  Uriah,  and  the  loss  of  her  first  child  which  all  came  about  be- 
cause of  her  adulterous  relationship  with  David. 

I  think  it  is  interesting  to  read  the  commentary  that  is  placed  in  the  scrip- 
ture in  verse  6  about  Adonijah.  We  read,  "Now  his  father,  King  David,  had  never 
disciplined  him  at  any  time  —  not  ao  much  as  by  a  single  scolding."   We  see 
in  this  story  then  that  we  are  speaking  of  "Hot  Water  Bottles  and  Brats."  We 
are  speaking  in  terms  of  old  age,  and  youth  and  this  is  very  interesting. 
We  like  to  think  that  as  the  world  moves  on  we  become  more  intelligent,  more 
advanced  and  more  civilized.  But  even  though  this  theory  is  a  natural  one 
to  assume,  it  is  not  true.   Our  age  today  is  no  different  than  that  in  which 
King  David,  Abishag,  Adonijah,  Solomon,  Bathsheba,  Nathan  and  all  of  the  rest 
1   id  in.  Sure,  we  have  advanced  scientifically  and  technologically,  but  we 
have  not  advanced  as  far  as  human  values  and  motives  go. 

Just  recently  I  saw  a  tremendous  motion  picture  which  really  made  me  stop  and 
think  about  life.  The  picture  was  entitled,  "The  Trial  of  Billy  Jack."  You 
may  have  seen  it  or  you  may  have  heard  someone  talking  about  it.  But  I  do  not 

believe  that  anyone  can  see  it  and  not  be  moved  by  it. 

an 
The  picture  tells  a  story  of  the  lige  of  fcfexx  American  Indian  named  Billy  Jack 

and  how  he  is  forced  to  submiy-  and  knuctle  under,  to  the  powers  that  be. 
It  tells  a  hypothetical  story  of  a  group  of  young  people  who  stand  forth  to 
overcome  the  graft  and  greed  of  politicians  and  merchants  in  this  town  in 
the  Western  part  of  America.  And  although  it  is  not  a  true  story,  I  believe 
that  it  depicts  in  a  very  true  light  many  and  much  of  the  circumstances  of 
what  is  taking  place  in  our  nation  today.   In  many  instances  it  become g  irtmnrfc 
1   young  against  the  old.  The  established  compacent  elderly  being  challenged 
by  the  young  non-conforming  radicals.  Much  of  this  has  evolved  into  name  call- 
ing on  both  sides. 
The  young  speak  of  the  old  fogeys,  the  establishment,  the  status  quo,  the  law 
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order  group.  The  old  refer  to  the  young  as  hippies,  beatniks,  long  hairs,  non- 
conformists and  other  names.   It  would  appear  as  though  there  is  a  great  gulf 
between  the  two  and  in  fact  this  has  often  been  referred  to  as  the  "Generation 
Gap"  by  many.  But  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  legitimate  gap  any  longer.  We 
have  looked  at  this  thing  from  all  sides  for  sometime  now,  and  it  is  becoming 
increasingly  clear  that  what  was  once  considered  a"Gap"  was  nothing  more  than 
each  side  taking  a  stand  and  refusing  to  change  that  stance. 

While  traveling  throughout  Michigan  I  kept  hearing  on  the  car  radio  the  announce- 
ment for  a  certain  bbbklet  that  could  be  had  for  the  asking  relating  to  this 
subject.  The  one  thing  they  kept  quoting  was  that  there  is  not  a  real  distinction 
between  the  two  groups,  only  different  methods  that  each  employs.  Tfre  announce- 
ment on  the  radio  said,  "If  you're  under  50  you  smoke  grass  and  freak  out.  If 
you're  over  50  you  get  soused  and  tranquillized.  Hot  a  generation  gap,  just 
different  ways  to  kill  yourself." 

Ho-  true.  But  we  see  this  in  almost  all  walks  of  scoiety.  We  are  involved  in 
a  collision  course  of  self-destruction.  We  seem  to  be  bent  in  self-destruction 
in  all  areas  of  life  including  the  church.  I  read  with  interest  this  past  week 
the  resignation  sermon  of  my  friend  and  fellow  pastor  Stuart  Perrin.  The  strug- 
gle he  and  others  like  him  are  waging  in  their  denomination  is  similar  to  the 
struggle  that  we  are  waging  within  out  denomination.  We,  The  United  Church  of 
Christ  have  the  dubious  distinction  of  being  the  most  liberal  denomination  of 
the  world.  Yet  when  you  travel  around  and  you  visit  other  churches,  and  you 
lead  5  congregations  in  worship  as  we  did  on  vacation,  and  you  can  see  first  hand 
the  basic  rsotxst  fundamentals  of  the  faith  in  these  churches,  you  become  aware 
that  the  radical  moires  being  advocated  and  made,  are  made  in  the  ranks  of  our 
leaders.  It  is  a  group  of  liberals  who  want  to  throw  out  what  God's  Word  has 
to  say  on  all  subjects  and  forget  about  sin,  the  salvation  that  God  provided 
t1  mgh  Jesus  Christ  for  all  men.  Forget  that  there  is  to  be  a  heaven  or  a  hell 
for  each  human  being.  Forget  about  all  of  this  and  live  lives  of  adultery, 
homosexuality  and  all  of  the  other  things  some  of  them  advocate.  Just  live  as 
you  are  because  God  made  you  that  way  and  you  can't  help  it,  so  therefore  He  is 
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going  to  take  cflre  of  you  through  His  infinite  love  alone.  The  difficult  message 
we  -ged  to  convey  is  that  Christ  died  for  all  sinners,  and  the  only  way  to  come 
to  God  and  to  he  a  part  of  His  kingdom  is  through  this  same  Jesus  Christ. 
We  will  always  have  a  certain  element  of  compacent  Hot  Water  Bottle  people  in 
all  walks  of  life,  and  in  the  church  as  well.  We  will  always  have  a  certain 
elements  of  hrats  who  want  to  seize  their  rights  and  change  everything  in  an 
instant.  But  what  it  takes  is  to  bring  people  to  Christ  and  show  them  His 
love,  and  this  is  the  only  solution  for  the  world. 

If  you  saw  the  Billy  Graham  crusade  on  Thursday  night  you  probably  saw  and  heard 
state  Senator  John  Conlan  from  Arizona.  He  told  how  he  went  to  Germany  to  a 
youth  rally  of  some  sort  while  he  was  in  college,  and  how  th<»s  youth  grr>up  was 
determined  to  being  about  peace  in  the  world,  even  if  it  had  to  force  it  down 
peoples  throats.  But  then  he  told  how  he  was  confronted  with  the  claims  of 
Jesus  Christ,  and  hww  he  discovered  the  only  way  to  change  anything  was  through 
do  3  it  Goa's  way.  And  this  is  whatvwe  must  learn  as  well. 

I  know  that  in  my  life  I  am  going  through  a  transitional  period  in  the  United 
Church  of  Christ.   I  am  dismayed  and  discouraged  with  the  turn  of  events  that 
is  taking  place  within  our  denomination.  fcataxKafodtateai  There  may  come  a  time 
when  Godctells  me  I  mt  must  make  a  decision  such  as  Stuart  Perrin  made,  only 
God  knows  this.  But  one  thing  I  do  know,  and  that  is  I  shall  continue  to 
fight  the  battle  within  the  framework  of  the  church.  The  battle  between  the 
Hot  Water  Bottles  and  the  Brats  to  unite  the  old  and  the  young,  the  complacent 
and  the  radical  into  one  group.  The  group  that  za  accepts  the  salvation  offered 
through  Christ,  and  lets  Him  live  and  motivate  them  in  their  lives.   I  ask  you 
to  join  me  in  this  fight.  Let  us  pray  for  strength  and  guidance,  and  let  us 
place  it  all  in  God's  hands,  and  let  Him  direct  us  in  all  things. 


ST,  PAULfS  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Seventeenth  Sunday  After  Pentecost     September  14,  1975 
Rev.  Ralph  C.  link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Eugene  Stephenson,  Organist 
Mr.  Ralph  Cooper,  Choir  Director 
Wary  Dellen  and  Dan  Bobko  -  Acolytes 

CRDER  OF  WORSH IP  -  1  I : 00  AM 
Prelude  Music:   ^Romance"  Gillette 

"Andante11  Martin 

Silent  Prayer  (Please  remain  silent  during  chimes) 
•Processional  Hymn  Nd.  3^ 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhort at ion 

♦Confession  {In  Unison)  "Almighty  and  most  merciful  God 
our  heavenly  Father,  we  humble  ourselves  before  thee, 

UNDER  A  DEEP  SENSE  OF  OUR  UNWORTH I  NESS  AND  SUlLT.   We 
HAVE  GRIEVOUSLY  BINNED  AGAINST  THEE,   IN  THOUGHT,   IN 
WORO,  AND  IN  DEED.   We  HAVE  COME  SHORT  OF  THY  GLORY,  ME 
HAVE  BROKEN  THY  COMMANDMENTS,  AND  TURNED  ABIDE  EVERY  ONE 
OF  US  FROM  THE  WAY  OF  LiFE*    Yet  NOW,  0  MOST  MERCIFUL 

Father,    hear  us  hymen  we   call  upon   thee  with  penitent 

HEARTS,     ANCl     FOR    THE    BAKE     OF     THY    Sqnt     JeSUS     CHRIST,      HAVE 

mercy  upon  us,  pardon  our  6 ! n8 i  take  away  our  quilt? 
and  grant  us  thy  feace.  pur  i  fy  us,  by  the  inspiration 
of  thy  Holt  Spirit,  from  all  inward  uncleannesb,  and 
make  ue  able  and  willing  to  serve  thee  in  newness  of 

LIFE,     TO    THE     GLORY    OF    THY    HoLY    Name;     THROUGH    J ESU3 

Christ  our  Lord.   Amen." 
•KyrJe   (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor!   '0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

•People:  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxolqgy   No,  55' 
Scripture:     1  Thebsaloni ans  hi\$   to  5*'l 
Hymn  of  the  Month  No.  £30 
•affirmation  of  our  Faith   (Apostles'  Creed) 
•Gloria  PatrI 
•Call  to  Prayer 

•Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you. 

•People;  And  with  thy  spirit. 

*Pabtor:   Let  us  Pray 


0*m* 


•Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 

Offering 

_Gff£rtory       tiMelody"         _        Concone 

Anthem  -  -   "Give  Ye  Thanks'1 Green 

Sermons  "Re-entry.1  n 

Prayer   and  Lord's   Prayer 
*Hymn  of  Oedjcation  Nc.   2/8 
•Benediction  and   Th*ee   Fold   Amen 

PoSTLUPE        "PQSTLUPE^  Jo HNS TON 

_ -*CoNGREQATiaN  Standing 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Mrs,  Carl  F.  Miller  in  loving  memory  of  "Husband". 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  *Wally  Feder,  John  Snow, 

Mont  MaoKinney,  James  Maloney  and  Steve  Vapgq 
Deacon  and  Mrs.  Charles  Penar  wIll  represent  Council 

at  the  door  today. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  syj  Mrs.  Pauline 
FencIL,  Mrs.  Judy  Masbart  and  Laurel  Stauffer. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  225* 
i^^lVe  extend  our  congratulations  to  Mr.  &   Mrs,  Raymond 
W.  Covert  II I  on  the  Baptism  of  their  infant  son, 
Raymond  W.  Covert  fV  at  our  morning  vqrship  service* 
^Tqcav  -  Youth  ChcIr  Practice  -  3  T®   "*■-   All  whc  are 

INTERESTED  PLEASE  COME,    BrI NG  WEIGHT  AND  HEIGHT 
MEASUREMENTS  WITH  WOU  TO  BE  FITTED  FOR  THE  NEW  ROBES 

^ .Today   -    I    to   9  -  All  day  Youth  Planning  Session   in 


Os 


$*    the  Undercroft  of   the  Church,    tV  -  £##*<•// 

Mon.   Sept.    15  at  6:^0  PM.      Fidelity  Bible  Class  will    fM 


have   a  Tureen  Dinner.      Bring  a   tureen  and    table 
service,    me*t  and  dessert  will   be   furnished* 

Wed.    Sept.    17   at  7;j50  PM.      Golden  Circle  Meeting. 
Bring   a  pair  of  scissors. 
.^Wed,   Sept.    17   at  7*3°  FM«      Special   Council  Meeting. 

Thurs.   Seft.    IS   at  7;O0  PM,      Bible  Study  resumes. 
^m  Thurs.   Sept.    tB  at    10:30  AM.      Mary  Warthv  Circle. 

Sun.    Sept.   23    at     5;Qn  PM.      Congregational  Dinner 
which  will   honor   all  senior  christians   65  or 
older.      These  Senior   Christians   are   invited   to 
bring   their   hobbies   and   crafts   to   be  on  display, 
They  are   not  asked  to  bring  a  tureen  eo   please 

ALL     OTHERS     SRI  MS     GENEROUS     SERVINGS,         DeBSCRT    ANO 
DRINK    WILL    BE     FURNISHED.         ANYONE     NOT    CONTACTED, 
CALL    SQLAMS    283-037!     Oft    ElCHHORNS    2BV089S     FOR 
RCSIRVA.TIONS. 


*h 


:■- 


"Re-Entry!" 
Text:  1  Thess  4:16-18 

4  'f-he  Lord  shall  descend  with  a  shout ,&  with  the  voic 
oi  he  archangel ,&  with  the  trump  of  G;&  the  ded  in 
Xp  shall  rise  1st;  them  we  who  R  alive  &  remain  shal 
B  caught  up  2gether  *ith.  themrin  the  clouds,  2  meet 
tv"  Lord  in  the  air;&  so  shall  we  ever  B  with  the  L« 
W^refore,  comfort  1  another  with  these  words. 

Scripture:  1  Thess  4:13  -  5:11 

(Illust.  preach,  pulpit  topple  over) 
Tv, Radio, newpap,magaz, etc  speak  2nd  Coming 
This  2nd  appear  of  Js  Xp  on  earth, 
2  vast, big  talk  1  serm/if  want  stay  4-5  np  comp. 
Last  wk  spoke  unBlief  crept  in, most  preach  our  Denom 
no  Blieve  subject  we  speak  this  morn. 
0t,&  N1?  mak  ref  many  time,  P  speak  sev  time  &  scrip 
this  Am  1  exarap. 
TRANSlaTE  &  wat  mean,  2  OT  men 
1st  ENOCH,  Gen  5=24  &Enoch  walked  with  G,&  he  was 
not;  4  G  took  him, 
E  7th  man  from  Adam, Godly,  &  G  pass  judg  on  earth, 
remov  E  from  earth  without  mak  E  die  B  buried 
Jude  14-15  E  predict  2nd  Coming  Js 
"   bras  Js,  68  AD,&  quot  Bk  Enoch  not  Canon  Bib 
wrote  many  C's  B4  Js  on  scene,  2nd  Com  plan  G 
2nd  Elijah,  2  Kings  2+11,  signif  =  Elij,Mose  appear 
2  Js  at  Transf ig/pruf  liv  aft  deth  Mose  die, bury 
Also  poss  4  G  tak  sural  -  from  earth  die  &  translate 
P  tell  Thess  sum  do  this, others  no, 
Js  appear  &  this  RAPTURE  &  this  P  explain  Thess, 
nagans  &  deth  feared  &  P  say  no  fear  &  explain 
E-ENBRY  Js  in  world 
1st  of  Scrip  use  Euners  comfort  knowl  B;liever  go 
reside  with  L  until  resurr/spirj_t,soul  go  paradise, 
whieh  not  final  heav  that  will  B,  &  unHliever  go 
HADES  which  not  final  Hell  wil  B  wen  G  creat  Nu  Jeru 
Exegete  Text:  think  wat  mean!   driv  long  &,disappeai 
work  office  smddeniy  gone, factory  disappear. 
This  exciting  wen  think  it,  j 

But  journey  we  may  tak  &  at  any  gioment 
(Illus  king  &,   court  jester) 
No  go  Pgh,Erie  determ  rte^  &  prep  vehicle. 
C  fall  cum, storm  winds ,wxnterize  hous  &  home, 
think  anti-freeze,snotire,etc  &  get  ready 
('  lust  Jim  &  Being  ready) 
a  Js  mak  RE-Entry  2day  or  this  moment  can  honest 
say  we  ready? 
P  say,Lik  thief  in  the  nite, 


no1  know  date, time 
U  may  think  P  write  2M  ago  &  world  still  go  on. 
UR  right, 

But  if  read  map  careful  U  discover  much  written 
bout  RE-Entry  now  cum  2  pass 
I  personal  Brieve  we  liv  latter  days 
It  matter  not  whether  we  die  B4-  L  cum, or  meet  in  aii 
Wat  matter  personal  accept  Him  Your  1  &  Sav. 
All  takes  simpl  cum  2  Him  prayer, acknowl  B  sinner, 
tell  Him  U  accept  His  sacrifice  as  B  4  U  persoanl, 
thank  Him  4-  Salvation, &  strive  grow  in  faith. 
If  U  mak  commit  this  AM  let  me  know  by  note, phone, 
so  I  may  assist  get  start  right. 
Happy  2  help  any  U  if  qmests  bout  any  this. 
Either  C  me  at  door, my  off ice, or  call  this  week. . 

But  let  us  remember  (TEXT)  &  that  man  knoweth  nofc 
the  times  or  the  seaspns. 


"Re-entry!" 

Text:  1  Thessalonians  4:16-18 

r  the  Lord  Himself  shall  descend  from  heaven  with  a  shout,  with  the  voice 
of  the  archangel,  and  with  the  trump  of  God;  and  the  dead  in  Christ  shall  rise 
first;  then  we  who  are  alive  and  remain  shall  he  caught  up  together  with  them 
in  the  clouds,  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air;  and  so  shall  we  ever  he  with  the 
Lord.  Wherefore,  comfort  one  another  with  these  words. 

Scripture:  1  Thessalonians  4:15  -  5:11 

(Illustration  of  preacher  in  pulpit  and  it  topples  over) 

A  nervous  young  minister  named  Elmer  Ray  serving  his  first  pastorate,  started 
his  sermon  with  the  text,  "Behold  I  come."  Then  his  mind  went  blank.  He 
swallowed  hard  and  repeated  a  little  more  bravely,  "Behold  I  come."  Still  he 
could  not  remember  what  came  next,  so  he  leaned  forward  and  gesturing  with 
one  hand  and  pounding  the  fragile  pulpit  for  emphasis  with  the  other  he  roared, 
"Behold  I  come,"  and  just  at  that  very  instant  the  pulpit  collapsed  and  he  fell 
into  the  lap  of  a  lady  sitting  in  the  front  pew.  He  got  up  red  faced  and  emp 
barrassed  and  stammering,  "Oh  I  am  so  sorry,  ple„se  forgive  me!" 
The  woman  was  not  visibly  upset,  but  replied,  "That's  quite  all  right  Elmer. 
I  should  have  been  expecting  jpou  after  you  warned  me  three  times." 

This  is  an  illustration  for  a  very  definite  subject  I  would  like  to  speak  about 
this  morning.  I  am  sure  that  most  of  you  have  seen  and  heard  in  recent  months 
* ^xxxtuefcgxaxxx-ggExraRM  on  radio,  television,  in  the  newspapers,  magazines  and 
other  sources,  all  sorts  of  references  to  what  is  commonly  called,  "The  Second 
Coming."  Now  whether  you  recognize  this  or  not,  "The  Second  Coming,"  is  a  re- 
ference to  the  second  appearance  of  Jesus  Christ  upon  the  earth.  This  subjeat 
is  too  vast,  as  well  as  being  too  involved  to  cover  completely  in  one  sermon. 
Unless  of  course,  you  are  willing  to  stay  and  listen  until  4  or  5  o'clock,  and 
even  then  I  do  not  believe  that  we  could  completely  exhaust  the  subject  and 
material  to  be  covered  on  it.  Last  week  we  spoke  of  the  Church  and  in  particu- 
lar our  Denomination  and  the  unbelief  which  has  crept  into  it.  The  subject 
about  which  we  are  speaking  this  morning  is  not  believed  by  a  large  majority 
of  the  ministers  of  our  denomination. 

Yet,  fctas  both  the  Old  and  the  New  Testaments  make  reference  to  it  many  times. 
Jesus  spoke  of  it  many,  many  times,  and  Paul  was  inspired  by  God  to  give  to 
^lievers  several  descriptions  of  this  "Second  Coming,"  one  of  which  we  read 
as  our  scripture  for  this  morning. 

To  begin  with,  let  us  first  look  at  two  Old  Testament  characters.  Both  of 
these  men  were  "Translated,"  and  if  you  do  not  know  what  Translated  means,  it 


is  merely  a  term  used  to  say  they  were  taken  to  heaven  bodily  and  were  never 
* urled.  The  first  of  these  men  was  Enoch,  in  Gen  5:24  we  read,  "And  Enoch 
walked  with  God,  and  he  was  not;  for  God  took  him."  Enoch  was  the  seventh  man 
from  Adam,  and  he  walked  in  the  way  og  God,  and  because  God  was  going  to  pass 
judgement  upon  the  earth,  He  removed  Enoch  from  the  earth  without  making  him 
die  and  be  buried.  We  can  also  read  in  the  book  of  Jude ,  in  the  14  and  15th 
verses  that  Enoch  made  the  first  recorded  prediction  of  the  second  coming  of 
Christ.  SkisxprKitiEkiBiDcwHKxtakMHxiiy  The  book  of  Jude  was  written  by  a  man 
named  Jude,  who  was  a  brother  of  Jesus,  and  he  wrote  the  book  about  68  AD. 
The  quotation  he  uses  by  Enoch  was  taken  from  the  book  of  Enoch  which  was 
MXiktKM  not  included  in  the  canon  of  the  Bible,  but  was  written  many  centuries 
before  Jesus  ever  appeared  upon  the  scene.  Thus  we  can  see  that  this  Second 
Coming  was  in  the  plan  of  God  for  a  very  long  time. 

The  second  man  in  the  Old  Testament  who  was  translated  to  heaven  was  the  pro- 
phet Elijah.  We  can  read  about  this  in  2  Kings  2:11.  Now  the  signifigance  of 
the  translation  of  Elijah  is  that  he  appeared  along  with  Moses  to  Jesus  as 
he  stood  on  the  mountain  with  Peter,  James,  and  John  and  Jesus  was  trans- 
figured before  them.  This  appearance  of  Elijah  was  visible  proof  that  he  was 
still  living  somewhere,  but  the  appearance  of  Moses  was  also  proof  that  there 
is  life  after  death,  because  he  had  died  and  been  buried.  Thus  we  see  that 
&m±  it  is  possible  for  God  to  call  people  from  the  earth  by  the  normal  means 
of  death  and  burial,  and  bybthe  abnormal  means  of  translation. 
How  what  I  am  trying  to  show  by  this  is  that  Paul  in  explaining  to  the  be- 
lievers in  the  church  at  Thessalonica,  was  pointing  out  that  at  the  second 
coming  of  Jesus  many  people  will  be  translated  out  of  this  life,  and  never 
actually  have  to  die  to  go  to  eternity.  This  is.   appearance  of  Jeaas,  and 
the  translation  of  the  saints  is  called  "The  Rapture." 

'e  naed  to  understand  that  these  believers  in  Thessalonica  had  come  from  very 
pagan  backgrounds.  They  feared  death  as  they  feared  nothing  else.  1$  their 
pagan  religions  there  was  no  resurrection  and  death  was  for  each  of  them 


-3- 
the  most  dreaded  thing  to  think  or  talk  about.  So  Paul  is  not  only  trying  to 
•  plain  that  for  a  believer  in  Jesus  Christ  death  is  not  to  be  feared,  but  he 
has  also  been  inspired  by  God  to  explain  to  them  the  "Re-entry"  of  Jesus  into 
the  world.  This  first  portion  of  this  scripture  is  often  used  at  funerals 
because  of  the  comforting  knowledge  that  the  true  believer  who  dies,  goes  to 
reside  with  the  Lord  until  the  day  of  resurrection.  This  means  that  the  spirit, 
or  the  soul  of  the  departed  goes  to  paradise  which  is  not  the  final  heaven  that 
will  be  when  the  fbBOBBk   eafcth  is  destroyed  and  the  new  heaven  Jerusalem  is 
created.  The  soul  of  the  unbeliever  goes  to  Hades  which  is  also  not  the  final 
Hell  that  will  be  when  the  new  Jerusalem  is  created  by  God. 

So  what  is  going  to  take  place  at  the  Second  Coming  is  that  the  Lord  Jesus  will 
He-enter  from  heaven  with  a  shout,  and  the  voice  of  the  archangel  Gabriel, will 
be  heard,  and  the  trumpet  of  God  will  be  sounded,  and  the  people  who  were  be- 
lievers in  Christ  who  died,  their  physical  bodies  will  somehow  be  reunited 

th  their  spirits  or  souls  which  were  residing  in  Paradise,  and  will  become 
true  spiritual  bodies.  Then  the  people  who  are  believers  in  Christ  who  are 
still  alive  will  be  taken  from  all  walks  of  life,  and  caught  up  in  the  clouds 
to  be  with  the  Lord.  This  will  be  a  translation  of  these  people  such  as  took 
place  in  the  lives  of  Enoch  and  Elijah. 

TMink  of  what  this  is  going  to  be  and  mean.  People  will  be  driving  along  in 
their  cars,  and  all  of  a  sudden  they  will  disappear,  and  the  car  will  be  empty. 
Oto   perhaps  they  may  be  driving  along  with  a  person  who  is  an  unbeliever,  and 
the  unbeliever  is  left  alone.  01?  people  will  be  working  in  factories  or  mills, 
and  suddenly  the  believers  disappear  from  the  sight  of  their  unbelieving  fellow 
workers.  Men  and  women  working  in  office*  and  office  buildings,  and  suddenly 
they  are  gone.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  this  is  so  exciting  when  we  think  of  it. 
But  you  see  this  is  a  journey  that  we  may  take  and  it  could  happen  at  any  raom- 

t. 
(Illustration  of  Court  Jester  and  king) 

Thus  we  see  that  we  need  to  make  adequate  preparation  for  the  journey.  We  would 
not  think  of  going  from  here  to  Pittsburgh  or  Erie  with  ut  consulting  a  roadmap 


to  determine  the  route.  Yet  how  many  people,  many  of  them  so  called  believers 
nr  "vr  consult  the  roadmap  of  God  to  amke  sure  they  are  on  the  right  course. 
But  it  not  only  takes  preparation  by  determining  the  route,  but  it  also 
takes  the  preparing  of  the  vehicle  to  get  us  there.  We  look  about  us  today  and 
we  see  the  signs  of  Pall  coming  and  this  reminds  us  that  winter  is  not  too  far 
behind.  We  begin  now  to  get  out  the  storm  windows,  to  take  down  the  screens, 
and  to  winterize  our  houses  and  homes.  We  start  thinking  of  getting  our  cars 
checked  for  anti-freeze,  snow  tiees,  and  cold  weather  driging. 
(Illustration  of  Jim  and  being  ready) 

How  about  each  of  us?  If  Jesus  were  to  make  Hid  "Re»entry"  today,  or  even  at 
this  very  moment,  can  we  honestly  say  that  we  are  ready?  Paul  says  that  day  is 
going  to  come  as  a  "Thief  in  the  night."  No  one  knows  the  date  or  the  time. 
You  may  be  thinking,  "Well,  I'm  not  going  to  worry  about  that,  Paul  wrote  those 
letters  over  2000  years  ago  and  the  world  still  goes  on."  And  you're  right. 
E   if  you  are  reading  the  map  carefully,  you  are  discovering  that  much  of  what 
has  been  written  about bthis  "Re-entry"  has  now  come  to  pass.  I  personally  be- 
lieve that  we  are  very  definitely  living  in  the  latter  days.  It  rwally  doesn't 
make  much  difference  whether  we  die  before  the  Lord  comes  again,  or  whether  we 
can  meet  Him  in  the  air.  The  xraixxap  really  important  thing  is  that  we  will 
be  taken  up  by  tixmx   Him  at  that  time.  That  can  only  be  determined  with  whether 
you  have  personally  accepted  Him  as  your  Lord  and  Saviour.  If  you  have  not  done 
so  I  would  urge  you  to  make  that  commitment.  3fcfcqraMx3£KicHxii!SHEXKW3fxixinm^ixinegB 
ymncfca  All  it  takes  is  simply  to  come  to  Him  in  prayer,  acknowledge  being  a 
sinner,  tell  Him  you  accept  His  sacrifice  as  being  done  for  you  personally, 
thank  Him  for  salvation,  and  then  strive  to  grow  in  the  faith.  If  you  make 
this  commitment  this  morning,  let  me  know  of  it  by  writing  me  a  note,  or  by 
a  phone  call,  so  that  I  may  assist  you  in  getting  started  right.  I  shall  be 
h      py  to  help  any  of  you  if  you  have  questions  about  any  of  this.  Bither  see 
me  at  the  door,  or  in  my  office,  or  call  me  this  week.  But  let  us  remember, 
(read  text),  and  also  that  man  knoweth  thetimes,  nor  the  seasons. 


ST.    PAUL'S   UNITED   CHURCH   OF   CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Eighteenth   Sunday   After  Pentecost     September  21,    1975 
Rev,    Ralph  C.   Link,   Pastor 
Mrs.    Eugene  Stephenson,   Organist 
Mr.   Ralph   Cooper,    Choir  Director 
Ellen  Master  ano  Bill  Watterson  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -   I  I  :00  A.M. 
Prelude  Music:  "In  Hib  Temple"  Blake 

"Canatina"  Raff 

Silent  Prayer     (Please   remain  silent  during  chimes) 
•Procesbional  Hvmn  No.    21      "Joyful,    joyful,   we   adore  Thee" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 

•Confesbion   (In  Unison)   "0   Lord  Our  God,   great,    eternal, 
wonderful  in  glory,  who  keepebt  covenant  ano  promise 
for  thobe  that  love  thee  with  their  whole  heart,   who 
art  the  life  of  all,    the  help  of  those  that  flee  unto 
thee,    the  hope  of   those  who   cry  unto   thee,    cleanse  us 
from  our  sins,    ano  from  every  thought  displeasing  to 
thy  goof-nebs.     cleanse  our  soulb  and   bodies,   our  hearts 
ano  consciences,    that  with  a  pure  heart  and  a  clear 
mind,    with  perfect   love  and   calm  hope,   we  may   venture 
confidently  and  fearlessly  to  pray  unto  thee.     amen." 
•Kvrie         (Choir,    Congregation  and   Pastor) 
•Absurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pabtor:      '0   Lord  open  our  lips. 

♦People:      And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxologv       No.    551 
Scripture:  Acts  2:   37^1 

Hymn  of  the  Month  No,    23O  "Dear  Shepherd  of  Thy   people, hear" 
•Affirmation  of  our   Faith   (Statement  of  Faith)   -  front  of 
♦Gloria  Patri  hv™*l 

*Call  to  Prayer 

•Pastor:      The  Lord   be  with   you. 
•People;      Ano  with  thy   spirit. 
•Pastor:      Let  us  Pray 
•Prayer  and   Prayer  Response 
Offering 

0ffe--ohy  "Altar  Candles"  Clarke 


Anthem:  "Coin   Home"  Dvorak 

Sermon:  "1976  MODEL!" 

Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 
•Hymn  of   Dedication  No.    329  "I    love  Thy  Kingdom,    Lord" 
•Benediction  and   Three   Fold  Amen 

Postludei  "Te  Deum  Laudamub"  Noroman 

--------  •Congregation  Standing  ------- 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on   the  Altar  have   been  placed  by 

Mr.   S  Mrs.   Roger   Ferree   in  memory  of  Roger's   Father  - 

Samuel   Ferree. 
Serving   as  Ushers   today  are:      *David  Curtis,    Robbie 

Vinroe,    Robert   DeLlen,    Brian  Pfabe  and   Steve  Smith, 
Deacon   ano  Mrs.   Paul  Pfabe  will  represent  Council  at 

the  door  today. 
1       Nursery  will  be   provided  today  by    Mrs.    Bertha  Hollefreund, 

Sue  Hollefreund,    and  Patty  Babehore. 
The   attendance  last  Sunday  was  231. 
^Tonight  -  5:30  P.M.   -  CONGREGATIONAL  DINNER  AND  MEETING  - 

HONOR  I  NG^TTtl^^EtSToR    CHRISTIANS    65    OR    OVER*        THE    SeNIOR 

Christians  are  invited  to  bring  their  hobbies  ano  crafts 
to  be  on  display.  they  are  not  asked  to  bring  a  tureen 

OR  TABLE  SERVICE.   All  OTHERS  ARE  ASKED  TO  BRING 
ADDITIONAL  TUREENS.    DESSERT  ANO  DRINK  WILL  BE  FURNISHED, 

Anyone  not  contacted,  call  Bolams  283-037'  OR  Eichhorns  2i 

2S3-089S  TOR  RESERVATIONS, 
■^WE  NEED  SOME  GOOD  STRONG  MEN  AND  BOYS  TO  HELP  SET  UP 
^  TABLES  FOR  THE  CONGREGATIONAL  PINNER  IMMEDIATELY  AFTER 
THE  'WRSHIP  SERVICE  THIS  MORNING. 
Monday  -  7'.J0  _  Budget  and  Finance  Committee  Meeting. 
^_  Special  Concern  and  continued  need  of  our  ppayerb  - 
"^      nephew  or  the  Frank  Maxwell's;  -  William  Jones, 

Chilorens  Hospital,  2  -  Orth  -  Room  21 S,    125  Debota 
St.  Pittsburgh,  Penna.  I52IJ.  He  is  7  years  of  age. 
TueBCAY  -  7130  -  BOARD  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  MEETING 
at  the  Church  -  It  ib  important  that  you  atteno. 


"Fill  us  with  all  joy  and  peace  in  believing  that 
thou  wilt  never  leave  us  nor  forsake  us,  but  make 
us  perfect,  btablish,  strengthen,  settle  us,  AND  be 
our  Goo  for  ever  and  ever,  our  Guide  even  over  death" 

Pictorial  Directory, pictures  in  October, ever one ! 

Welcome  Visitors  \*iT    T    f;/w<ju  71*.*/ 


"iyyb  Model! " 

Text:  Acts  2:42  _And  they  continued  steadfastly  in 
tt  apostles  doctrine  and  fellowship t  and  in  breaking 
or  oread,  and  in  prayer's. 

Scripture:  Acts  2:57-47 

(II"  st  little  girl .God, Ad  &  Eve  drive  from  garden) 
"Se^-on  UI  ilu-cars,  better,  econom,mor  MPG,e-tc 
Perfect  model  in  Bib, all  Xpain  shud  possess, how 
many  realize? 
Can  call  76  Model,  but  mod  4  all  yrs  ch  Js  Xp 
Cud  tell  glow  features  &  details, but  has  wat  all 
models  have  &  this  4  weels. 
Xpian  mod  no  excep  &  if  Xpian  have  these  4  weels 
they  better  2  st  belt, radial  guaran  50M, 
these  guaran  here  2  etern 
This  found  Luk  bk  Acts  2  chap.  42.  (read  text") 

Thes  we  need  Keep  hiway  u,miss  any  must  Iv  rd=flat  ti 
1,  DOCTRTTTE=tftaflh..  Nucar  keys  &  own  manual, 
trnus,Wd  of  G  own  manu,&  need  turn  dail. 
peop  Pente  taut  wd  mouth, we  hav  stor  1  bk  ■  BIBLE 

(IIIUS    boy    2   yj-rginfl) 

an  >»at*«  ^tj-rt.tc T4.^  2  use, 
Hose«  4:Sr  My  peop  R  destroyed  1   lftr»>  nf  Tq^nwl  pH fre, . 
1 sites  turn  from  6  E  "no  obey, we  2  B  destroy  spiritual 
neglect  underst  &  lern  wat  G  say  thru  Wd 
We  accpt  Xp  L  &  Sav  &  giv  inherit  which  King  of  G 
Need  read  underst  inherit  by  search 
Gompar  will  not  probate  &  this  way  treat  will  of  G 
2 . FELLQWRHTPs-nnt  only  Sun  morn, but  Bib  stud, choir, 
circles, pray  meet  etc.  Can  gro,luv, underst  wen  can 
meet  inside /out side  ch.  All  part  of  a  whole 
{13   s  Blest  B  Tie  Binds  -  Dr.  .Xnhn  Pawfiett')         , 
tmw  all  reel  this  way  E-l   anoth,miss  fellowship 
Bcuz  Sun  football  games  other  selfish  reasons 
Joy  B-ch  member=mix,mingT.  other  memba.'  This  how  gro 

5. Breaking  OF  BREAB«(Illiia  a^ahb-p-  man  go  ch  Wftpr  ^t' 
This  really  communibn  our  Lord.  This  wat  Br  Tared 
shud  B  4  ea  us.  A  real  experi  of  presence  Js  Xp 
^--P^AYERs]aa-h  not  least.  Pr  shud  B  essen  part  Xpian 
experi.  Cannot  go  thru  1  day  without  call  G  &  if 
do  we  neglect  very  import  part  of  B  Xpian 
Must  cum  &  talk  2  G  &  no  always  ask  things 
we  talk  wives, husbands, friends  etc, why  no  talk  G? 
Why  relegate  G  off  here  as  tho  contagious? 
Shud  pray  2  G  daily ,&  shud  B  abl  pray  public  with- 
-   out  embarrass  or  fear. 
EXAMPLE=Ban  ch  Munis ing. Mich,  layman  &  pastoral  prayes 
This  man  shud  S  not  B  except  any  ca>  but  insted  B 
rule 


Z   from  all  thia  in  order  2  B  75/76  model  need  tak 
nu  look  at  lives. 
Taks  discipline  sta  rd  2  earth  king  og  God 

"   2  benefit"  from  teach3  as  found  G  Word 
"  fellowship  with  fellow  Xpians  &  B 
reg  ch  member 
"    "    "   "  cum  2  L'S  Table  &  shar  br  of  Bred 

2gether  as  part  of  church 
"    "    "   2  formulate  &  carry  out  active  prayer 
life 
5.11  can  B  achiev  if  willing  submit  wat  G  hav  store  4 
ns  as  members  of  Bod  of  Blievers 
Just  as  cannot  drive  vehicl  without  4  wheels, 
so  cannot  properly  function  without  4  wheels 
1  Doctrine,  2  Fellowship,  3  Br  of  Bred,  4  Prayer 

3o  let  us  strive  ea  1  2  put  these.  4  wheels  under  us 
as  '.     '.ans,  &  2  gro  in  Grace  of  G,  by  desiring  2  change 
b hat  which  needs  chang  in»  any  &  all  these  4  things 


» 


"1976  Model!" 

Text:  Acts  2:42  And  they  continued  steadfastly  in  the  apostles  doctrine  and 
fellowship,  snd  in  breaking  of  bread,  and  in  prayers. 

Scr^ture :  Acts  2:37-47 

(Illustration  of  little  girl  and  drawing  of  God  driving  car: 

A  first  grade  class  was  asked  to  draw  an  imaginary  picture  of  anything  they  wish- 
ed. One  paper  turned  in  pictured  a  fine  big  car  being  driven  by  an  old  man  wit  h 
long  whiskers  and  long  hair  flying  in  the  breeze.  Seated  in  the  back  seat  were 
two  people,  a  man  and  a  woman.  The  teacher  asked  the  little  girl  who  drew  the 
picture  to  explain  it.   "Why  that  is  God,"  she  said,  "and  He  is  driving  Adam  and 
Eve  out  of  the  garden  of  Eden." 

We  are  once  again  at  that  time  of  the  year  when  the  car  manufacturers  take  over 
a  goodly  portion  of  the  advertizing  in  the  newspapers  and  on  the  radio,  and  on 
television  to  hawk  their  wares.  We  are  hearing  and  will  be  hearingxxtorai  how 
a  certain  car  is  made  better,  goes  farther  on  a  gallon  of  gas,  and  is  the  thing 
to  have  in  our  garage.  We  will  be  told  all  sorts  of  things  to  induce  us  to 
select  a  new  car  because  it  is  safer,  more  economical  and  so  on.  But  I  wonder 
how  many  of  us  have  ever  realized  that  there  is  a  perfect  model  which  every 
Chr.  tian  should  possess  and  it  is  listed  quite  plainly  and  truthfully  in  the 
Bible?  We  may  well  call  this  model  the  "1976  Model,"  but  it  £i±  has  been  the 
model  for  all  of  the  years  since  the  founding  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Now  we  could  speak  of  this  new  model  in  glowing  terms  telling  you  all  about  its 
many  features,  and  how  we  all  should  possess  it  in  all  of  its  glorious  details. 

But  this  model  for  1975  has  what  alii  models  have  and  that  is  4  wheels.  Any- 
good  car  possesses  4  wheels.  The  Christian  model  is  no  exception.  Itf  fact  we 
can  state  that  if  a  Christian  has  these  fexKk&Kls  he  has  4  wheels  that  are  better 
than  8  steel  belted  radials  guaranteed  to  go  50,  000  miles,  because  we  can  guar- 
antee these  4  wheels  to  last  from  now  until  eternity. 

Luke  is  the  one  who  points  this  all  out  for  us.  The  description  is  to  be  found 
in  the  42nd  verse  of  the  2nd  chapter  of  Acts.  We  read:  "And  they  continued 
steadfastly  in  the  apostles  doctrine  and  fellowship,  and  in  breaking  of  bread, 
and  .i  prayer.  The  four  wheels  of  the  Christian  are,  doctrine,  fellowship, 
breaking  of  bread,  and  prayers.  These  are  what  each  Christian  must  possess  in 
order  to  keep  on  the  highw„y  of  God.  If  we  are  missing  any  of  them,  we  are  like 
an  actual  car  and  must  leave  the  highway  until  the  4th  wheel  is  fixed  or  repaired. 
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But  let  us  look  at  each  of  these  wheels  one  at  a  time  and.  see  how  they  should 
'  t  into  the  life  of  each  Christian. 

The  first  one  listed  is"doctrine."  Now  Doctrine  aay  seem  like  some  big  term 
that  needs  a  lot  of  clarification.  But  quite  simply  it  means  "teaching." 
And  just  where  do  we  find  this  teaching?  Well,  if  we  were  given  the  keys  to 
a  brand  new  car  and  we  knew  nothing  of  the  operation  of  that  car,  we  would 
need  to  consult  the  owners  manual  to  determine  just  what  we  needed  to  do  to 
drive  that  car.  The  owners  manual  we  have  as  a  Christian  is  merely  the  Word 
of  God.  In  order  to  live  a  live  that  is  worthy  of  the  calling  of  the  lord 
Jesus  Christ,  we  need  to  be  turning  daily  to  our  owners  manual  the  Bible. 
The  3000  people  who  were  added  to  the  church  at  Pentecost  had  to  be  taught  by 
word  of  mouth  by  the  apostles.  This  was  a  tremendous  task.  But  we  have  all 


of  the  teaching  and  learning  stored  up  for  us  in  one  book,  God's  Word.  The 
(Illust.  of  boy  and  which  Virgin,  King  James 
lessons  and  stories  are  there  for  our 


nines,  or  Virgin  Mary.)^—- *. 

guidance  and  inspiration.  ^Ln  Hosea  4:6 

read,  "My  people  are  destroyed  for  lack  of  knowledge,"  and  this  was  xstxs. 
in  reference  to  the  Israelites  not  wanting  to  have  the  knowledge  of  God.  They 
deliberately  turned  from  God  so  they  would  not  have  to  obey  Him.  We  too  can 
be  destroyed  spiritually  by  our  deliberate  neglect  to  learn  and  understand 
what  He  is  saying  to  us  through  His  written  Word,  As  Christians  we  have  not 
only  accepted  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord  and  S  viour,  but  we  have  been  given  an  in- 
heritance which  is  the  kingdom  of  God,  In  order  to  better  understand  that 
inheritance  we  need  to  be  studying  it  and  reading  it  over.  We  would  not  think 
of  letting  a  will  lay  in  a  safe&y  deposit  box  for  years  and  years  after  a 
relative  has  passed  on,  without  ever  having  it  read  and  determine  who  is  be- 
queathed what.  let,  this  is  what  we  do  when  we  become  Christians  and  never 
open  the  will  that  has  been  left  to  us  by  God  Almighty. 
The  second  wheel  is  fellowship.  This  means  not  only  fellowship  together  on 

iday  morning  in  church,  but  fellowship  together  during  the  week  with  Bible 
study,  and  prayer  meeting,  choir  practice,  circle  meetings  and  so  on.  We 
grow,  and  love  and  understand  one  another  better  when  we  can  meet  together 
in  church  and  outside  of  church.  We  are  all  a  part  of  the  whole.ra*x±*xXakMl 
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( Illustration  of  Dr.  John  Fawcett: 

Dr  John  Fawcett  was  the  pastor  of  a  small  but  poor  Baptist  church  in  Yorshire 
En^^and.  He  was  paid  25  pounds  a  year  which  was  a  very  small  salary,  and  was 
very  inadequate  for  his  needs.  So  he  accepted  a  call  to  a  large  influential 
church  in  London.  He  preached  his  farewell  sermon  and  began  to  laod  his  be- 
longings on  wagons  to  move  to  London.  Some  of  the  members  of  his  church  came 
to  say  farewell,  and  many  of  them  sowwowing  and  showing  deep  grief,  begged  him 
to  sfcay.  He  ana  his  wife  sat  down  and  were  so  overcome  by  the  pleading  of  the 
people,  began  to  cry.  His  wife  told  him  through  her  tears,  "I  cannot  leave  John, 
I  just  eannot  leave."  He  answered  her  and  the  members  of  this  small  church  wit  h 
the  words,  "I  cannot  leave  either,"  and  so  they  stayed.  This  evejt  prompted  Dr. 
Fawcett  to  sit  down  and  pen  the  very  famous  words ?  "Blest  be  the  tie  that  binds, 
our  hearts  in  Christian  love,  the  fellowship  of  kindred  minds,  is  like  to  that 
above . " 

This  is  what  each  of  us  should  feel  for  our  fellow  members.  How  many  of  us  ever 
make  an  effort  ot  call  someone  we  have  missed  seeing  in  church  for  a  week  or 
two?  This  is  what  builds  fellowship,  when  we  express  a  concern  and  an  interest 
in  the  other  members  of  the  congregation.  How  many  of  our  members  refuse  to 
come  out  to  a  fellowship  dinner  because  it  is  much  easier  to  sit  home  and  watch 
a  football  game  when  football  games  will  be  playing  every  Sunday  from  now  until 
Mr  ih.  You  see  we  use  all  sorts  of  flimsy  excuses  not  to  congregate  simply  be- 
cause we  realfcy  just  want  to  have  our  own  selfish  ways,  and  sovwe  miss  out  on 
the  fun  of  being  a  member  of  Christ's  Church.  The  joy  of  membership  in  the 
church  is  not  only  coming  to  services  on  Sunday  morning,  but  in  mixing  and  ming- 
ling with  the  other  members  as  often  as  possible.  This  is  how  we  grow  in  the 
church. 

The  third  wheel  is  in  Breaking  of  Bread.  This  is  what  we  commonly  call  "Commun- 
ion." To  come  to  Communion  is  to  come  to  Christ  anew  and  to  seek  the  forgive- 
ness of  our  sins  which  we  have  committed  since  the  last  time  we  attended  the 
Breaking  of  Bread. 
(Illustration  of  shabbly  man  going  into  church  each  day: 

A  certain  minister  was  disturbed  to  see  a  very  shabby  old  man  go  into  his  church 
each  day  at  noon,  and  then  come  out  again  after  only  a  few  minutes.  He  told  the 
janitor  to  check  up  on  this  man  when  he  had  a  chance.  The  janitor  approached 
this  man  the  next  time  he  spotted  him  leaving  the  church  and  the  mgn  said,  "I 
or  -  go  int  there  to  pray."  The  janitor  said,  "Come  on  now,  you  don't  stay  in 
there  long  enough  to  pray."  The  man  replied,  "I  cannot  pray  a  long  prayer,  so 
I  just  walk  in  the  church  at  12  o'clock  and  I  say,  'Jesus,  its  Jim,'  then  I  wait 
a  minute  silently,  and  then  come  out  of  the  church."  Its  just  a  little  prayer, 
but  He  hears  me."  Sometime  later  this  old  man  was  injured  and  had  to  stay  in 
the  hospital.  Immediately  in  the  ward  where  he  was  taken  the  mood  of  everyoaa 
changed  dramatically.  His  nurse  remarked  to  him  one  day  how  much  of  an  influence 
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he  was  on  the  other  patients  and  she  wanted  to  know  the  secret.  He  replied  that 
it  was  because  of  his  visitor.  He  said^  "You  see,  every  day  he  comes,  and  He 
makes  me  happy."  The  nurse  was  puzzled,  for  she  had  noticed  that  each  day  went 
by   id  the  chair  by  Jims  bed  was  always  empty.  No  one  came  to  see  him.  &o   she 
ag^d  him,  "Your  visitor?  Who  is  he  and  when  does  he  come?"  Jim  answered,  "Every 
day  sjt  12  o'clock.  He  comes  and  He  stands  at  the  foot  of  my  bed  and  says,  'Jim, 
its  Jesus.'" 

The  only  thing  we  could  add  to  such  a  belief  is  that  this  is  reall  communion 
with  our  Lord.  This  is  what  the  breaking  of  Bread  should  be  for  each  of  us.  A 
real  expreience  of  the  presence  of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  last  wheel  and  by  no  means  not  the  least  is  Prayer.  Prayer  is  and  should 
be  an  essential  part  of  our  Christian  experience.  We  cannot  go  through  one  day 
without  calling  upon  God,  and  if  we  do  we  are  ngglecting  a  very  important  part 
of  being  a  Christian.  I  do  not  mean  that  we  must  come  to  God  everyday  and  ask 
for  things,  I  mean  to  come  and  to  talk  to  Him,  We  talk  to  our  wives  and  hus- 
bands, to  our  fellow  workers,  and  to  people  we  meet  in  our  daily  lives.  Why 
should  we  not  talk  to  God  just  as  if  He  were  on  an  equal  with  our  spouses,  on 
our  fellow  workers,  on  our  neighbors  and  friends?  Why  relegate  God  to  a  position 
way^  off  here  somewhere  aa  though  He  were  contagious?  We  should  all  be  praying 
to  God  not  only  daily,  but  we  should  all  be  qualified  to  pray  publicly  without 
fear  or  embarrassment  if  called  upon  to  do  so.  This  past  summer  we  worshiped  in 
a  little  Baptist  congregation  in  Munising  Michigan.  During  the  service  the 
pastor  called  upon  one  of  the  men  of  the  congregation  to  pray  the  pastoral 
prayer  and  he  did.  He  stayed  right  where  he  was  at  his  seat  in  the  congregation, 
and  just  as  though  he  were  actually  talking  to  God,  he  prayed  a  beautiful  and 
simple  prayer.  This  man  should  not  be  the  exception  in  any  church,  but  instead 
should  be  the  rule. 

I  think  we  can  see  from  all  of  this  that  in  order  to  become  the  75 t  or  76  Model 
we  need  to  take  a  new  look  at  our  lives.  It  takes  discipline  to  stay  on  the 
road  in  the  earthly  kingdom  of  God.  It  takes  discipline  to  benefit  from  the 

teachings  as  found  in  God's  Word.  It  takes  discipline  to  fellowship  with  our 

and  be  a  regular  church  member 
fellow  Christians  and  church  members-.  It  takes  discipline  to  come  to  the  Lord  s 

Table  and  share  in  the  breaking  of  Bread  together  as  a  part  of  the  church.  And 
it  takes  disoiPline  to  formulate  and  carry  out  an  active  prayer  life0  But  all 
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Df  this  can  be  achieved  if  we  are  willing  to  submit  to  what  God  has  in  store  for 
us  {   members  of  the  Body  of  Believers. 

Just  as  we  cannot  properly  drive  a  vehicle  without  all  4-  wheels,  so  we  cannot 
prpperly  function  in  God's  church  without  the  4  wheels  of  Doctrine,  fellowship, 
Breaking  of  Bread,  and  Prayer.  So  let  us  each  one  strive  to  put  these  4-  wheels 
under  us  as  Christians,  and  to  grow  in  the  Grace  of  God,  by  desiring  to  change 
that  which  needs  changing  in  any  and  all  of  these  4-  things. 


ST.   PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 

BUTLER,     FENNSVLVAN1 A 

Nineteenth  Sunday   After   Pentecost  September  2Br    1975 

Rev.   Ralph   C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Eugene   Stephenson,    Organist 
Mrs.    Cyndie  Svbeht 
Ellen  Master   and  B)ll  Wattersqn  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP   f  I ;  00  A.M. 
Prelude  Musi c I  "Toccata"  Bqellmann 

"Andante  Cantasilc11  Mendelssohn 

Silent  Player    (Please   remain   sulent  during  chimes) 
*Prqcess  ional  Hymn  No.    I      nHo*-v,   Holy,    Hdly!" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

*ExHgRTATl ON 

•Confession  On  Unison)  "Most  Holy  Goo,  who  does  search 
and  purify  the  hearts  of  men;  grant  us  to  know  ourselves 
as  we  truly  are?  open  to  us  the  cond  i t  f  on  of"  our  souls  j 
qfve  us  penitence  and  f'org  1  vcness  ror  our  sins,  enable  us 
with  steadfast  resolution  to  amend  our  live9j  deliver  us 
from  the  captivity  of  false  thoughts  anp  evil  habits, 
that  with  unity  of  mind  and  peace  of  conscience  we  may 
have  our  full  reconciliation  wfth  you,  and  be  of  the 
blessed  company  of  all  your  faithful  people!  through 

J  ESUS     CH  R  I  E  T    OUR     La  RO  .         Am  EM,  " 
*Kyr| E  (CHQJ  R,      ConGRLGAT ION    AND     PaSTOR;) 

*ASEUPANCE     OF     PaRDQN    -    CHORAL    AmeN 

*Praise 

•Pastor;      r0   Lord  open  our   lips. 

•People:      And  our  mouth  shall   show  forth   thy   praise 
•Dgxolqgy  No-    55' 

Scripture;  James  2:    I-I3 

Hymn  of  the  Month  No.    £30   "Dear  Shepherd  of   Thy  people,    hear'* 
*Affirmat  roN  or  our    Faith      (Apostles'  Creed) 
•Gloria  Patrj 
•Call  to   Prayer 

•Pastor*      The   Lord   be  with   you* 
•People:      And  with  thy  spirit. 
•Pastor:      Let  us   Pray 
•Prayer  and   Prayer  Response 
Offer  1 ng 
j  Offertory  "Andante  Reli gi oso"     Dubois     


Anthem:      rtDb   Lord"   and   "Now   Let  us   Sing"   -  Youth  Choir 
Sermon!  "YES,    BUT,    J" 

Prayer  and   Lord's   Prayer 
•Hymn   of  Dedication   No.    217      bRqck  of  Ages, cleft   for  me" 
•Benediction  and  Three  Fold   Amen 

Postluoe:  "Pobtlude"  Peery 

------     -  —    —    *CoNGF5EGATl  ON    St^nping    —    ——    =    —    — 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  seen  placed  by 

Mrs,  Harold  F,  Sanobach  in  memory  of  "'Parents"  - 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  M.  Ferrin. 
Serving  as  Ushers  Today  are  *  Don  Kingsley,  Robert  Tait, 

John  Oreher,  and  Chucw  Penar. 
Elder  Robert  TaIt  will  represent  Council  at  the  door. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Mrs.  Ronald  Vensel., 

Mns,  Paul  Pfabe  and  Linda  Pfabe, 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  PO9. 
^^Wed,  -  7:30 '  -  Church  Council  Meeting 
^^Thurs.  -  The  Newsletter  wjll  be  published  -  please  nave 

all  material  in  by  wedneshay. 
Every  Thuro,  -  Bible  Study  jn  the  Undercroft 
Make  plans  now  to  attend  the  Annual  Soup  and  Salad  Supper, 

October  lU  (Tuesday) . 

^H30NfT    FORGET     THE     PICTORIAL     DIRECTORIES    WILL    BE     MADE    UP 
^        AT     THE    END    OF    OCTOBER     (S6, 27i ^8, 2$) ,         THE    BOOK      IS 

ONLY    AS    GOOD     AS    *"E    MAKE     IT    -     BY     HAVING      IT    COMPLETE    WITH 
ALX^MEMflERS     *Np      INFORMATION.         PleASe     HELP    TO    MAKE     TT 
A     SUCCESS     -     PLAN     NOW    TQ     HAVE     PICTURES     TAKEN    -    YOU    WILL 

**   ^nN^^^rr,      VOL   ARE  UNDER   NO  flHJ  p*TinM   Tfj  fjtnv   aNvtm^ 
The   ARC   Class   will   have   an  outing  Oct.    12  -  leaving 
after  the   Church  Worship  Service   and  will  have   a 

TUREEN  SUPPER  AT  THE  WqGAN  CAMP  -  DIRECTIONS  LATER. 

^^The  Youth  Fellowship  is  planning  a  retreat  at  Crooked 

Creek  State  Park  the  weekend  of  Oct,  3~5-   *LL  interest- 
ed Youth  are  asked  to  sign  up  in  the  office  TODAY ■ 

The  Youth  are  also  sponsoring  a  toy  drive  for  the 
Nursery  and  Kindergarten,   Boxes  will  be  set  up  in 
varfous  parts  of  the  church  for  any  toys  you  can  donate. 

Our  Church  will  have  charge  of  Wheelchair  patients  at 
Oeshon  -  Please  offer  your  help  to  William  Pflugh  if 
you  can  help  out,  oh  if  you  are  contacted  -  say  YES. 

College  Students  are  all  sent  a  subscription  to  11  These 
Days"  -  Please  call  Bea  Tait  at  the  office  oh  at  home 


"Yes,  But, !" 

Text:  James  2: TO, 

"^OSOEVER  SHALL  KEEP  THE  WHOLE  LAV,  AND  YET  OFFEND 
.  ONE  P  INT,  HE  IS  GULITY  OF  ALL. 

(niua.  talk  &  no  finish  convers,  h-.sp,man,  et£ 
t      ry  man  bosa  in  house 
Kich  ruler  Mk  10:17ff  ^ico^etertetc 
James  Exegete  scrip  &  TEXT 
Jews  600  laws,  we  no  diff  2day 
conversations  &  peop  tell  knpxxftx£±xx&xftB±xxs: 

G  Yes,  But 

(Illus  Nurse  &  Obed) 
Many  lik  this 
many  tell  me  keep  10  C'a  &  Gold  Rul 
How  many  no  kill?  Steal?  Adultery?  Pals  Wit? 
Cannot  keep  as  James  say  TEXT 

(Illus  Sctotchman  &  Moody  &   salvation) 
This  secret 
Thank  G  no  must  keep  600  laws 
Thank  G  no  must  B  sav  by  rigorous  schedule 
Thank  G  can  cum  dorect  2  G  thru  J*  Xp,conf  ,4-giv 

Wen  tempt  rationalize  B  justif  by  rul  &  reg  &.   Yes,B 
is  remem  no  justif  this  manner 
Our  justif  bot,pd  4  by  ixx   Gr  of  G  thru  Js  EUff, 
deth,  resurr 
No  matter  how  much  good  &  bad  dun 
It  no  cum  2  G  remind  wat  good  did  &   Yes,  But 
Can  no  keep  whole  law 

P  'n  Horn  8:3,  Head 


■ies,  but, 


!" 


Text:  James  2F10  FOR  WHOSOEVER  SHALL  KEEP  THE  WHOLE 
LAW,  AND  YET  OFFEND  IN  ONE  POINT,  HE  ISGUILTY  OF  ALL 
S^'ipture:  James  2:1-13 

Experience  of  convers  &  no  finish  talking, (hosp,  etc 
*f  itrat  t-   preach  &  lik  man  &  last  word  at  home 
j-.cident  Mt,  Mk,  Lk,  but  Mk  i   lik 

Mk  10:17ff,  Rich  ruler  &  Yes,  But,  

Nicodemus  lik  this,  Pharisees  &  others, 
James  apeak  bout  this,  EXEGETE  Scrip, 
Jews  had  600  laws  &  credits  &  debits, 
I  remind  of  this  past  wk  man  in  heap  &  keep  10  C a 
we  no  diff  peop  Bib  days,  we  still  legalistic 
We  expect  G  2  look  at  good  dua,  &  weigh  gainst  bad. 
&  pass  bless  *  B  mor  good  than  bad. 

SfS-o^ii  cum  to  Js  lik  rich  ruler  &  others  &  say 
lijQj  oUTj  ■- — ■»  J  " 

(Illua  nurse  Sn  Francisco  hospital) 
case  absolute  obed  2  orders,  she  no  say  Yes,  But. 
Many  Blieve  they  do  just  as  well  ' 

In  convers  peop  bout  spiritual  matters  many  say, 
'I  keep  10  B'S  or  Gold  Hule" 

But  truth  no  1  ever  has  or  will  keep  as  shud 
How  many  can  say  never  killed  anyl?  Yet  anger, hatrei 
«■  suml  we  say  cud  kill  them! 
How  many  say  no  steal?  Steal  time  employer, steal 
from  G  money  shud  give, time  shud  give, ability  shud 
give.  '      ■' 

How  many  us  say  never  thot  lustful, evil  thots 
bout  suml  opp  sex? 

U  C  all  down  list  10  C'S  we  guilty, &  broken  xxx 
i  hi  if  not  all  *^ 

&.   i»  broke  1 ,  broke  all  as  James  say 
That  pretty  rough  medicine  2  swallow  RIGHT? 
(Illus  Scotchman  &  understand  slavation  as  ve  bov) 
This  wat  all  about,  S   y  | 

Tfta"k  G  w«  no  B  respons  keep  600  laws  as  Jews  tried 

we  no  saved  by  keep  rigorous  sched  do  &  don 

we  can  cum  direct  2  G  thru  Js  Xp,  confess 
sin  &  B  4givene 
Wat  need  reme  next  time  rationalize  away  liv  by  set 
£uie a  &  regulations  &  aay  „YeS)  But„  ia  remem  caMo 
B  Justified  this  manner 
Our  Justif  bot,pd  4  by  Gr  of  G  as  giv  suff.deth. 
Js  Xp,  *     ' 

.   no  matter  keep  whole  law  &  expl  good  &  bad  dun, 

feast  UA-8  BBsrA*aiJUTtr  c 

&  as  P  say  Roms  8:5,  read 


"Jes,  But  !" 

James  2:10,  For  whosoever  shall  keep  the  whole  law,  and.  yet  offend  in  one 
point,  he  is  guilty  of  all. 

Scripture:  James  2:1-13 

I  suppose  that  almost  all  of  us  have  experienced  being  in  a  conversation  with 
someone,  and  not  being  able  to  complete  that  conversation.   I  mean  by  this 
to  be  speaking  with  someone  and  before  you  have  a  chance  to  relate  all  of  your 
aide  of  the  story,  you  are  interrupted  by  the  intrusion  of  another  person, 
or  the  person  to  whom  you  are  talking  walks  away,  or  some  such  thing.  I  had 
an  experience  this  past  week  just  like  this,  and  it  prompted  me  to  become  in- 
volved in  this  message  this  morning. 

I  was  visiting  a  man  in  the  hospital,  and  another  patient  from  accross  the 
hall  was  also  visiting  with  dim  in  his  room.   The  patient  from  accross  the  hall 
named  John,  began  to  speak  about  some  of  the  things  he  felt  was  wrong  about  the 
hospital,  and  he  stopped  and  inquired  if  perhaps  I  was  connected  with  the  hospi- 
tf°  since  he  had  seen  me  around  there  before.  The  man  I  was  visiting  told  him 
at" this  point  that  I  was  a  preacher.  When  he  had  determined  what  church  and 
where,  he  began  to  relate  an  incident  thg[t  happened  Kkx±sxksxKaaxKm^±a3Cs±  where 
he  was  employed,  prior  to  his  retirment.  He  said  one  day  a  feilow  worker  came 
to  him  and  said,  "You  know  John  I  think  I  have  found  the  solution  for  all  of 
our  problems."  John  asked  him  what  it  was,  and  he  replied,  "If  we  would  do 
away  with  all  of  our  laws  and  go  back  to  just  the  10  Commandments,  we  would 
solve  all  of  the  problems  of  the  world."  So  John  says  to  me,  "I  believe  that 
he  was  right.  Wfi  could  do  away  with  the  Bible  and  all  other  codes  of  living 
and  jusj"  follow  the  10  Commandments,  and  everything  would  work  the  way  it  shouad, 

And  he  asked  me  if  I  agreed,  and  I  replied,  "Yes,  But,  ,"  and  at  this  point 

his  priest  came  down  the  hall  and  he  stepped  out  of  the  room  and  the  conver- 
sation was  ended. 
F  «  a  preacher  this  is  a  little  frustrating  not  to  be  given  equal  time.  It  is 

sort  of  like  the  man  who  liked  to  brag  that  he  was  the  boss  at  his  house  and  to 

had 
prove  it,  he  said  he  always  gat  the  last  word  in  the  arguments.  When  his  wife 


was 


done  telling  him  her  viewpoint  he  said,  "I  always  reply,  Yes  dear." 


-2- 
There  is  an  incident  which  is  found  in  six  Matthew,  Mark,  and  Luke  which  is 
a   ?rallel  type  of  incident  which  Jesus  encountered.  The  version  in  Mark  is 
the  one  which  I  think  tells  it  best.  It  is  found  in  the  10th  chapter,  the  17th 
verse  and  following.  We  read  there  th„t  a  xiKfexxBKXg  man  came  before  Jesus  and 
knelt  before  Him  and  asked  what  he  had  to  do  to  enterveternal  life.  Jesus'  re- 
ply is  that  he  should  keep  the  commandments.  The  reply  of  the  mfln  is  that  he  had 
done  this  all  of  his  life.  But  Jesus  points  out  that  he  still  had  not  done  all 
that  he  should,  that  he  should  give  away  some  of  his  wealth  and  possessions  and 
should  distribute  these  among  those  in  need.  Then  he  was  to  take  up  the  cross 
and  be  a  follower  of  Jesus, 

Then  we  read  that  he  went  away  sad,  for  he  had  much  in  the  way  of  possessions. 
Jesus  had  spoken  to  him  out  of  love  and  compassion,  for  we  read  in  this  text 
that  Jesus  looking  at  him,  loved  him.  The  man  wanted  to  have  an  answer  to  his 
question  and  when  he  received  it  he  said,  "Wes,  But  — ."  The  conversation  for 
h:'   was  over  because  he  was  told  what  to  do,  and  he  didn't  want  to  do  it. 
Well  in  our  scripture  for  this  morning  James  was  giving  some  very  practical 
advice  to  fellow  Chirstians,  He  was  pointing  out  that  it  is  so  easy  to  expect 
a  certain  type  of  person  and  individual  to  come  to  church,  and  if  someone  who 
appears  to  be  beneath  that  standard  appears,  that  person  may  be  shunned  and 
discriminated  against  if  we  are  not  careful o  He  pointed  out  to  these  people 
that  breaking  one  point  of  the  law  was  just  as  bad  as  breaking  tfrem  all.  The 
Jews  had  a  code  of  about  600  laws,  and  it  became  a  common  practice  for  them  to 
keep  score  on  their  lives.  They  knpw  that  they  committed  sins  each  and  every 
day,  but  the  keeping  of  the  majority  of  the  laws  as  opposed  to  the  breaking  of 
only  a  few  gave  them  a  set  of  debits  and  credits.  As  long  as  the  credits  out- 
weighed the  debits,  their  lives  were  being  lived  pretty  well, 
Sp  I  was  reminded  of  this  type  of  thinking  this  past  week  in  my  conversation 
\  ;h  the  man  at  the  hospital,  and  again  I  believe  that  it  shows  we  are  not  as 
far  removed  from  the  people  of  Biblical  times  as  we  often  think  we  are.  We 
still  think  in  legalistic  terms  and  this  is  how  we  want  to  come  to  God.  We 
want  fiod  to  look  at  the  good  xfc  which  we  have  done  and  weigh  it  against  the 


-5- 

the  minor  amount  of  bad  we  have  done  and  then  pass  on  His  blessing  for  being 

a   doing  more  good  than  bad.  We  still  come  to  God  much  like  the  rich  ruler 

who  came  to  Jesus  and  say,  "Yes,  BUT,  !" 

(Illustration  of  nurse  in  San  Francisco  hospital: 

Dr.  Miller  who  was  the  chief  surgeon  in  of  the  Central  Emergency  Hospital  in 
San  Francisco  tells  of  a  new  nurse  on  duty  and  an  incident  involving  a  man  who 
was  in  the  worst  stage  of  delerium  tremens.  He  was  awakened  in  the  middle  of 
the  night  by  the  head  nurse  and  asked  to  come  to  the  hospital  immediately. 
When  he  got  there  he  found  that  this  man  was  raving  and  violent  and  the  new 
nurse  was  standing  nearby  frightened  out  of  her  wits. 

"Why  didn't  you  give  him  the  medicine  I  had  prescribed  when  he  got  delerious,?" 
the  doctor  asked.  The  nurse  answered,  "You  told  me  to  give  it  to  him  if  he  saw 
any  more  snakes,  and  this  time  he  was  seeing  blue  dogs  with  pink  tails." 

Here  is  a  good  case  of  absolute  obedience  to  orders.  The  nurse  did  not  quest ion 

the  doctor  and  say  "Yes,  But,"  she  lived  up  to  what  she  had  been  told.  Many 

people  feel  and  believe  they  are  doing  just  that  as  well.  In  my  conversations 

with  people  about  their  spiritual  lives  I  often  receive  the  answer  that  ikxs 

the  person  to  whom  I  am  speaking  has  followed  the  ten  Commandments  all  of  his 

or  her  life.  Or  that  individual  has  followed  the  Golden  Rule  just  as  Jesus 

said  to  do.  But  the  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  there  is  not  a  one  of  us  who 

has  kept  the  Ten  Commandments  or  the  Golden  Rule. 

How  many  of  us  here  this  morning  can  raise  our  hands  and  say  we  have  not  killed 

anyone?  Yet,  how  many  of  us  can  honestly  say  that  we  haven't  become  so  angry 

with  someone  we  could  have  killed  that  person  if  not  literally,  but  with  our 

thoughts „  How  many  of  us  can  say  we  have  never  stolen  a  thing?  Yet,  how  many 

of  us  have  stolen  time  from  our  employers  loafing  or  ducking  work  when  we 

should  have  been  on  the  job?  Or  maybe  if  we  have  never  done  this,  feow  many  of 

us  are  guilty  of  stealing  from  God  by  not  giving  to  Him  what  we  properly  should 

of  our  time,  and  our  abilities  and  our  money?  How  many  of  us  dare  say  that  we 

have  never  thought  evil  or  lustful  thoughts  about  a  member  of  the  opposite  sex? 

You  see  we  can  go  down  the  list  of  all  of  the  Commandments  and  we  are  going  to 

find  that  all  of  us  have  broken  some,  if  not  all  of  them.  And  when  we  discover 

that  perhaps  we  have  only  broken  one,  then  we  must  realize  as  James  said, 

"FOR  WHOSOEVER  SHALL  KEEP  THE  WHOLE  LAW,  AND  YET  OFFEND  IN  ONE  POINT,  HE  IS 

GUILTY  OF  ALL." 


Thats  pretty  rough  medicine  to  swallow,  isn't  it? 

(I  ustration  or  Scotchman  and  understanding  as  a  young  boy  what  Salvation  means) 

This  is  what  it  is  all  about.  Thank  God  we  do  not  have  to  be  responsible  for 

keeping  all  of  the  600  laws  as  the  Jews  tried  to  do.   Thank  God  that  we  are  not 

saved  by  axrxgmnrax  keeping  a  riorous  schedule  of  do's  and  don'ts.  Thank  God 

that  we  can  come  to  Him  directly  through  Jesus  Christ,  confess  our  sin,  and 

be  forgiven. 

So  what  we  need  to  remember  the  next  time  we  are  tempted  to  rationalize  away 

our  striving  to  live  according  to  a  set  of  rules  or  laws  with  a,  "Yes,  But," 

is  to  remember  that  m  we  cannot  be  justified  in  this  manner.  Our  justification 

was  bought  and  paid  for  by  the  Grace  of  God  as  given  in  the  suffering  and  death 

of  Jesus  Christ.   It  is  not  a  mtter  of  striving  to  keep  .he  whole  law  and 

explaining  how  many  good  things  we  have  done  as  compared  to  how  many  bad  things. 

It  is  not  a  coming  to  God  and  making  excuses  and  telling  Him  a  lot  of,  "Yes, 

B1   >."  Rather  it  is  knowing  that  as  human  beings  we  cannot  keep  all  of  the  laws 

and  that  as  Paul  points  out  in  Romans  8:3,  "-For  what  the  law  could  not  do,  weak 

as  it  was  through  the  flesh,  God  did:  sending  His  own  Son  in  the  likeness  of 

sinful  flesh  and  as  an  offering  for  sin,  He  condemned  sin  in  the  flesh." 

So  the  solution  to  all  of  our  "Yes,  Buts,"  to  God  is  simply  Live  through  Jesus 

Christ,  or  Die  by  striving  to  live  to  the  letter  of  the  law.  The  choice  is 

ours. 


Christ  our  Passover  is  sacrificed  for  us; therefore 
let  us  keep  the  feast,  not  with  old  leaven,  neither 
with  the  leaven  of  malice  and  wickedness;  but  with 
tl  unleavened  bread  of  sincerity  and  truth, 

ST.    PAUL'S   UNITED   CHURCH   OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
World   Wide  Communion   Sunday  October   5.    ' 975 

Rev.    Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Eugene  Stephenson,   Organist 
Mr.   Ralph  Cooper,    Choir  Director 
Shari   McBride   and  Randy   Dellen  -   Acolytes 

ORDER   FOR  HOLY  COMMUNION  -    [1:00  A.M. 
Prelude  Music:    " In  MemorIum"   Schubert   "Panis   Aneelicus"   Frank 
•Processional  Hymn  No.    7      "Rejoice,    ye   pure    in   heart" 
•Ascription   -  Choral  Amen 
•Invocation 

'PrAIBE 

•Dqxologv 

Scripture  John    I:    19-3^ 

Hymn  of  the  Month  -  No.    67   "Beauty  around  us" 

Announcements 

Offering 

Offertory  "Aria"  Scarlatt 

Reception  of  New  Members 

Anthem  "The  Lord's   Prayer" 

Sermon  "PUT    IN   THE  SUB!" 

Communion  Hymn  No.    3IH      "Here,   0  My  Lord,    I   see  Thee 
.  „         ,„  face  to  face" 

•Call  to   Communion  -  Page  32 
•Eucharistic  Prayer         'Institution         *Agnus   Dei 

The  Holy  Communion 
•Prayer  of  Thanksgiving 

•Hymn  of  Dedication     No.     153   "When    I    survey   the  wondrous  cross" 
•Beneoictton  and  Threefold   Amen 
♦Pobtlude  "March"  Smart 

--------  *Congregati on  Standing   -------- 

Eloers   and   Deacons  will  serve  Communion   and  Usher  also. 

We   invite   all  Christians,    regardless  of  denomination 

TO    PARTAKE    Of    THE    Lord's    SUPPER    WITH    US.        PLEASE    FILL 

out  a   Communion  card  so  that  our  Church's   records  will 
9e  accurate. 

If  Visitors   desire  to   receive   credit   at  their  home  Church 
please   put  the  name  and   address  of   either   your  pastor 
or   your   Church   on   the   back   of    the   card  and    it  will  be 
forwarded. 
Jeacon  Allen  BotacchI    will  represent  Council  at   the  door 

TODAY, 


The   Lovely   Flowers   on  the  Altar  have  seen   placed  by 
the   Suv  Armstrong  Family    in  memory  of   "Loved  Ones" 
The  two  new  Living   Ferns   in  front  of  the  Church  have 
been  given  sy   donn   e.   mlller    in   loving  memory  of  his 
"Mother"   -  Dorothy   K,   Miller. 
Nursery  will   be    provided   today   by!      Mrs,    Judy  Massart, 
Mrs;    Dru  Rensel  and   Shelly  Hockenberry. 
*^^  The   attendance   last   Sunday  was   23^. 
"~^*"Hospitalizeo:      Danny  Redman  -  Children's  Hospital; 
yV,.<rMB3.    Clarence  Shi  ok  -BCMH   p- 
— '~Donn~E.   Miller   is    in  Pacific  Hospital  of  Long  Beach, 
2776  Pacific  Ave,    Long  Beach,    Calif,    gOgOI.      He   is 
on  the  emergency  waiting  list  to  go  into   scripps 
Clinic    in  LacJolla,    Calif,      Ve   ask   that   you    also  keep 
donn   in  your  prayers   and  that   they  will  all  we  well 

SOON. 

Mrs.   Granville  Cooper   is   78  today. 

Mrb.   Nellie  Hughes,  ICr}  Morton   is   gl*  on  Tues. 

Mon.   -  7130  -  Women's  Mary  Prugh  Circle  Meeting. 

Thurs.    -  flOO-  Bible  Study    in  the  Undercroft. 

Next   Sunday  -    All  Ushtre,    Deacons   and  Elders  are   asked 

TO    ATTENP    A   SPECIAL    TRAINING    PROGRAM    FOR    THE    USE    OF 

the  Oxygen  Equipment.   It  will  take  approximately 
3/I4  0F  an  hour.  This  is  the  only  time  that  Mo,  *«. 

VOGEL  CAN  BE  HERE  TO  DEMONSTRATE  THIS  NEW  EQUIPMENT. 

It    is  worth  your   time  as  much  as   his. 

We  welcome   into   our   Fellowship  today  -  Mr.    Steven 
Hasychak,   Mrs.   Cathy  Hasychak,   Mps.   Mildred  Wiles. 

Don't  forget  the  Soup  and  Salad  Sjpfer  coming  up  - 
Tues.  Oct,  lU.  Onions,  carrots  and  cabbage  is  needed 
for  the  soup.  Some  tomatoes/ for  Salads  also.  If  you 
can  supply  any  of  these  contact  Lois  Wogan  (2S2-I032) 
Tickets  are  available  from  most  ladies  from  the 
Circles  (See  newsletter  for  details)  -  A  better  meal 
you  will  never   find   for  $1.50. 

Pictures   for  the  Pictorial  Directories  will  be   taken 
Oct.    26,27,28,29  -  you  will  be   contacted   -  only 
those  having   pictures   taken  will  receive   copies   of 
the  book   free  or-   charge.      To  make    it   a  success 

EVERYONE  SHOULD  HAVE  THEIF  PICTURES  TAKEN,    You  ARE 
UNDER  NO  OBLIGATION  TO  BUY  ANYTHING. 

ToMght  -  7O0  -  Holy  Communion  and  Worship   Service. 
1  Sew-on   title  will  he  "By    Invitation!" 

'  Welcome  visitors:    Bible  petitions:   Livi    J  Biblea 
both  the  Green  and   the  pictorial      £  o*>    /*.  ?s~ 


"Put  In  The  Sub!" 

Te-*"t :  John  1 : 2%  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  who  taketh 
away  the  sin  of  me  World.      ~~ 

Scripture:  John  1:19-34 

FOOtinsALL  STORY:  New  Orleans;  Sts  vs  El  Diablo  All-st 
Stars  favored  2  win, near  end  game  10  sec,  7  -  7» 
Sts  1ft  linejbiggest  gam  cent, coaches  pace  bak 
4th,  1  worry ,1  confid, 
Sts  go  up  midd, All-Stars  set, player  run  on  field, 
this  1  star  aquire  past  wk,  other  next  Super-star 
Legue  of fie  declar  eltgib,  this  1  co-cap 
Of fie  timeout , quest  co-cap, he  point  self  shak  hed^ 
point  sidline  shak  hed  yes, almost  say  put  star  in, 
this  wat  happ  &  Stars, of fie s  agree, 
fans  in  bedlam,  Sts  say  Put  In  Sub 
teams  line  up  Star  tak  bal,, jump, over  &  ded 
Undoubtedly  seem  Strang  2  U,  teams, outcum  etc  no 
f am  ring  do  they? 
But  don't  C  wat  I  dun?  Use  imagin  describe  scrip 
Can  ident  fans, teams, coaches, 2  players  etc. 
Jn  try  explain  Js  &  no  underst,  perhaps  story  help 
us  underst  better, 
Jn  tell  Jew  Js  Morn-star ,Messia,Pr  Peace  etc. 
This  God  Sub  He  Put  In  4-  »n  mankind 
Js  Xp  work  out  plan  G  &  Bcum  L„mb  of  Sacrifice. 
mi ii strati  mi  sheen  giv  life  4  marO 
vivid  examp  Js  did  4  all  mankind 
It  no  accident, told  scrip ,He  slain  from  found  of 
-orld 

_  .'his  G  plan,proph  spok,Jn  point  out 
But  unbeliev  &  unregener  man  no  Bliev  then  nor  now 
No  Bliev  &  refuse  do  wat  necess  claim  salv  G  prep 
4  man,  &  that  is  cum  2  Sav  &  accept  personally 
Js  Sacrif  dun  1nce  4  all, 4  4giveness 
But  hav  rt  &  privil  cum  2  Him  again  &  agin  &  ask 
4give  of  sin  thru  Communion  Him  at  His  Table. 
He  invite  all  cum  eat, drink  4  remiss  sins 
He  no  say  cum  cert  way, sit , stand, kneel, no  spec  posit 
He  only  ask  &  invite, Cum  unto  me  all  ye  who  labor 
&  are  heavy  laden  &  I  will  giv  U  rest. 
Cum  &  Bhold  Lam  of  G  that  tak  away  sin  of  world 

Cum  &  8ccpt  sub  G  Put  In  game  of  life  &  plan  of 
•>rld  4  all  mankind. 


"Put  In  The  Sub!" 

Text :  John  1 : 2% ,  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God ,  who  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world. 

S  ipture:  Jon  1:19-34 

The  scene  was  the  Colleseum  in  New  Orleans.  Assembled  on  the  field  for  this 

game  were  two  magnificent  teams.  One  team  was  made  up  of  a  select  group  of 

pleayers  from  many  other  teams  and  they  were  called  the  El  Diablo  All-Stars. 

The  other  team  was  the  Sa.iiii.Ji  New  Orleans  Saints.  The  all-Stars  were  heavily 

the 
favored  to  win  Saix  game.   But  near  the  end  of  the  game  with  only  10  seconds 

remaining,  the  Saints  were  on  the  1  foot  mark  on  4th  down  and  the  score  was 

tied  7  to  ?•  If  the  Saints  were  to  score  on  the  next  play  it  would  amount  to 

the  biggest  upset  of  the  century/  The  coach  of  the  All-Stars  was  pacing  back 

and  forth  in  front  of  his  bench.  On  his  face  was  a  look  of  confidence.  He  had 

been  through  this  many  times.  There  were  times  when  he  lost,  but  for  the  most 

part  he  had  seen  victory,  and  his  confident  look  spelled  what  he  sense,  and  that 

was  no  less  than  a  tie  in  this  impoBtant  game.  His  coaching  career  was  not  in 

£      pardy,  for  after  this  game  he  would  go  back  to  the  normal  task  of  teaching 

his  regular  team  to  continue  to  fight  for  the  victories  on  other  fields  of 

battle. 

The  coach  of  the  Saints  meanwhile  was  also  pacing  back  and  forth  in  front  of 

hms  bench.   For  him  this  was  the  most  important  game  of  his  life.  For  if  he 

was 
lost  this  one  his  entire  future  ±x  in  jeopardy.  He  had  had  a  checkered  career 

was 
in  coaching  winning  a  few  more  than  he  had  lost,  but  this  x*  the  big  one  for 

him.   If  the  past  performance  of  both  teams  on  tther  goal  line  stands  in  this 

were  would  was 

game  mm  an  indication  of  what  xi±±  now  take  place,  it  is  almost  a  certainty 
were  would 

that  the  Saints  sik  going  to  go  straight  up  the  middle.  The  All-Saars  m±±± 

in  all  probability  place  all  of  their  men  except  two  on  the  forward  wall.  The 

would  would 

two  others  iridtx  be  their  two  strong  linebackers  who  rczxx  be  at  the  center  for 

added  defense.   Play  i»  now  ready  to  resume,  but  just  before  the  teams  lined 

^«* 
i   the  referee  signaled. an  official  time  out.  The  reason  became  apparent  in 

a  very  short  time.  A  player  had  run  hhjc  onto  the  field  from  the  Saints  bench 

and  reported  to  the  officials  as  a  substitute,  but  the  All-Stars  had  quickly 

asked  for  an  official  time  out  to  determine  if  this  man  was  eligible  to  be 
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in  this  game.  This  man  had  been  aquired  the  previous  week  along  with  another 

player 

■r  considered  by  many  to  be  the  8sp  next  superstar  of  the  football  world. 

The  league  officials  had  declared  both  of  these  men  to  be  eligible  for  this 

questioned  the  validity  of  this  ruling. 
game  but  the  All-Stars  *xKx«raK*x»ii±Hgxife±icx*±gfe*xHW*x  To  show  their  confidence 

had 
in  the  man  who  had  just  come  into  the  game  the  Saints  fexxs  elected  him  as  the 

had 
co-captain  of  this  game.   So  now  the  players  from  both  teams  femes  surrounded 

were 
him  and  the  officials  and  seek  in  conference  over  the  validity  of  their  being  in 

the  game. 

kept  no 

The  co-captain  kkeex  pointing  to  himself  and  shaking  his  head,  and  pointing  to- 

was 
ward  the  bench  and  shaking  his  head  yes.   It  is  almost  as  though  he  were  asking 

that  the  other  newly  aquired  player  be  placed  in  the  game  in  his  stead. 
And  strangely  enough  this  is  exactly  what  took  place.  T^^w^t^os^aji*1^^ 
c^i#ia£sj&ajte  j^j^.^^e^etftL,*nat- 

Meanwhile  the  Saints  SmmximtfeirexxkaaBix  cheerleaders,  and  the  fans  in  the  stands 
w   ?  shouting,  "Put  In  The  Sub",  "Put  In  The  Sub."  And  strangely  enough  this 
is  exactly  what  took  place.  The  two  teams  and  the  officials  came  to  an  agree- 
ment that  instead  of  the  co-captain  playing,  the  other  newly  aquired  player 
was  eligible.  So  he  trotted  on  the  field  and  went  into  the  huddle  with  the 
S-ints.  The  saints  came  out  of  the  huddle  and  both  teams  lined  up,  with  the 
Quarterback  of  the  Saints  giving  the  ball  to  the  man  who  had  just  enfetred  the 
game  and  he  took  a  few  steps,  leaped  over  the  mass  of  piled  bodies  toward  the 
goal  line  and  dissapeared  from  sight.  Slowly  the  officials  began  to  unpile  the 
players  and  down  on  the  very  bottom  of  the  pile  lay  the  halfback,  with  the  ball 
clutched  in  his  hands,  just  inches  overvthe  goal  line,  xkxxxxxkmxx  Which  meant 
that  the  Saints  had  won.  Very  slowly  the  players  began  to  move  away  from  the 
scene.  Instead  of  the  joyous  outburst  of  enthusiasm  for  winning  a  hard  gought 
battle,  there  was  silence.,  For  the  gallant  halfback  lay  motionless  on  the 
g.  und.   It  was  apparent  that  he  had  paid  severely  for  his  heroic  effort  om 
the  field.  He  had  won  the  victory,  but  it  cost  him  his  life. 
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Now  undoubtedly  this  story  seems  very  strange  to  you.  The  scene  of  action  and 
t?   teams  involved,  and  the  outcome  do  not  have  a  familiar  ring  do  they? 
But  don't  you  see  what  I  have  done?  I  have  used  a  little  imagination  to  de- 
scribe the  details  of  the  incident  involving  John  the  Baptist  and  Jesus t  which 
we  used  as  our  Scripture  for  this  morning.  When  you  understand  this  part  of 
it,  then  it  isn't  too  difficult  to  identify  the  teams,  the  coaches,  the  officials 
the  two  substitute  stars,  and  in  particular  the  sub  who  gave  his  life. 
Perhaps  this  story  may  help  you  to  see  what  a  profound  thing  the  Jewish  leaders 
and  the  people  in  general  were  being  asked  to  believe.   John  was  doing  his  best 
to  tell  them  that  this  was  the  promised  Messiah,  but  I  wonder  how  much  success 
he  really  had. 

He  was  saying  this  is  the  Morning  Star  promised  of  old.  This  is  the  Prince  of 
Peace.  This  is  God's  way  of  putting  In  The  Sub  for  all  mankind.  But  from  the 
results  of  the  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ,  raixxfeK3taK.fc±HiixJkaikiiH.x]i&axHKfcxM±MX  we 
r   Lize  they  didn't  believe  John.  And  we  can  only  conclude  from  the  execution 
of  Jesus  Christ,  th„t  God's  purpose  was  worked  out,  in  that  Jesus  was  permitted 
to  be  the  sacrificial  lamb  which  took  the  place  of  actual  lambs  in  the  old 
ritual. 
(Illustration  of  sheep  who  died  to  save  the  life  of  a  man) 

This  is  a  vivid  illustration  of  just  what  Jesus  Christ  did  for  all  mankind, 

in  scripture 
It  was  no  accident  for  we  are  told  that   "He  was  slain  from  the  foundation 

of  the  world."  This  was  God's  plan  and  the  prophets  soke  of  this,  and  John 
pointed  Him  out.  But  unbelieving  and  unregenerate  man  did  not  believe  then 
and  even  today  refuses  to  do  that  which  is  necessary  to  claim  the  salvation 
God  has  prepared  for  all  mankind,  and  that  is  to  just  comevto  the  Saviour  and 
accept  Him  personally. 

This  sacrifice  of  Jesus  was  done  once  and  for  all  for  the  forgiveness  of  our 
i  .s.  In  our  acceptance  of  Him  we  have  this  forgiveness.  But,  we  also  have 
the  right  and  privilege  to  come  to  Him  again  and  again  and  ask  for  the  for- 
giveness of  our  sins  through  Communion  with  Him  at  His  table.  He  invites  all 
of  us  to  come  and  eat  and  drink  for  the  remission  of  our  sins. 
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He  doesn't  require  that  we  come  in  just  a  certain  way,  or  that  we  stand  in  a 
cf  ^ain  way,  or  that  we  assume  a  certain  position  in  order  to  be  forgiven. 
He  only  asks,  JJnd  invites,  "Gome  unto  me  all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy  laden 
and  I  will  give  you  rest."  CBme  and  "Behold  the  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away 
the  sin  of  the  world."  Come,  and  accept  thesub  that  God  has  put  into  the  gnme 
of  life,  and  in  the  plan  of  the  world  for  all  mankind. 


"By  Invitation!" 
Text:  Luke  1$:23  And  the  ]  ord  said  unto  the  servant, 
go  out  into  the  highways  and  hedges,  and  compel  them 
ti  :ollH!  in,  llmfmy  house  may  be  filled. 

Invite  from  Guv, engraved  to  ua  common  peop  insted 
Senators, legislate, etc,  would  be  irreg?  Eight? 

thi   wat  took  place  scrip  this  PM 
Js  tell  kb  man  giv  banq  &  invite  many  poop 
Explain  custom  then;invite  xxxxxkx  date, but  no  time 

wen  redy  send  messeng  notify, peop  accept  Bf  time, 
these  peop  accept, but  then  say  nc  cum  this  insult 
Wen  serv  tell  master  situation  he  angry  aend  out  4- 
outcasts 

Serv  duz  this,  still  room,  so  TEXT 
If  understand, must  look  parab  &  ident  characters 
G  is  banq  giver, peop  invite  R  Jews  &.   hav  histry  snub 

poor  peop=accpt  Js  &  peop  hiways,hedges=ge»tiles 

times  charjg  perspectives  fc  so  hav  mod  applies 

1st  man  bot  land  &  had  tend  it=posses  tak  place  G 

all  hav  obligs  but  wen  obligs  Bcum  obsess  need  look 

2  proirities 
2nd  man  must  try  new  oxen=mayB  nu  car, power  hav  &  own 

things,  or  control  manipu  peop  etc. 
5rd  man  nu  wife^compl  luv  hom  hou3,  but  also  stand 

4cobsess  sex  that  seems  taken  oer  society 

ea  these  things  danger  is  turn  away  from  G 
In  all  this  wat  is  lost  is  not  mere  attendance  at 
banq,  but  mor  importantly  the  Invitation 
It  By  Invitation  we  H  called 
Js  say  U  no  choose  me  I  chose  U 
This  indie  we  hav  bin  called  by  Him  &  how  we  an- 
*er  the  invite  determe  our  sincer 
Serv  sent  by  Hast,  or  Js  sent  by  G  &  told  2  compel 
them  2  cum  in  from  hiways, hedges, (Jither  &  yon 
He  sot  them  fe  He  still  seek  thos  who  wud  cum  banq 
&.  wen  G  sent  serv  &  bid  them  appear  He  say, 
"COIfE  4  ALL  THINGS  R  HOW  REDY" 

"Sound  t'amiliarV  It  shud  we  use  at  Communion  4 
the  Invitation  2  oum  partake  L'S  Sup 
This  invite  Al  G  2  partake  feast 
But  it  BY  INVITATION  only  that  we  cum 
We  here  not  Bcuz  our  own, but  bcuz  we  invite  by 
nun  other  G  Himself 
He  wantvus  2  Join  2gether  at  feast  provid  by  Bluv 
Son  Js  Xp 
Asoft  as  eat  bred.drinku  cup  we  sho  L'S  deth 
urTEil  He  cum  again 
So  let  us  look  at  our  lives  &  let  us  cum  2  his  table 
4  4giveness,  but  let  us  cum  in  full  knowl  it  BY  INvit 


Who  shall  ascend  into  the  hill  of  the  Lord?  and  who 
shall  stand  in  His  holy  pLace?  He  that  hath  clean 
hands  and  a  pure  heart; who  hath  not  lifted  up  his 
a     1  unto  vanity -nor  sworn  deceitfully,  H«  shall  re- 
ceive tn^-bl^W^i^^flBtfrK'and  righteousness 
from  the  God?*f-E6ialE8WWftWi1(*n. 

World  Wide  Communion  Sunday  Oct.    5,    1975 

I         Rev,   Ralph  C.    link,    Pastor 

Mrs,    Eugene  Stephenson,   Organist 


Evening  Worship  Service  -  7-30  P. M, 

Prelude  Music:        "In  Memokium"  Schusert 

"Pan ib  Angel? cue"  Franck 

"Hymn  No.    60     "Saviour,   breathe  an  evening  blessing" 
*Call  to  Worshi  p 
Invocation 

Luke   lU:    1 5~al+ 

"What  a  friend  we  have  in  Jesus" 


Sort  PTURE 

Hymn  No.   tjE 
Offer  I NG 

Offertory  "Evening   Pfayer"  Humperdinck 

Sermon:  "BY    INVITATION!" 

Communion  Hymn        20U      "Break  Thou   the  bread   of   lite" 
*Call  to  Communion        Page  y2 
"Eucharisti c  Prayer       Institution       *Agnus   Dei 

The  Holy   Communion 
*Pray=.r  of  Thanksgiving 
*Hymn  of   Dedication        221 
*3ewedi cti  on  a  no   Threefold  Amen 
*Postlude  "March"  Smart 

-------    *congregat i  on    standing   ------- 

We  wish   to    invite   all  Christians,    regardless   of 

nomination  to  partake  of  the  lord's  supper  with  us. 
flease  fill  out  a  Communion  card  so  that  our  Church's 
records   will  ue   accurate. 

If  Visitors   desire  to   receive   credit  at   their  home 
Church  please  put  the   name   and   address   of   either  your 
Pastor  of   vour   Church   on  the   sack  of   the  card   and    it 
will  be    forwarded, 


"By  Invitation!" 

Text:  Luke '14-: 23,  And  the  lord  said  unto  the  servant,  go  out  into  the  highways 
and  hedges,  and  compel  them  to  come  in,  that  my  house  may  be  filledl" 

^„ripture:  Luke  14:15-24 

If  the  Governor  were  to  give  a  banquet  and  invite  political  friends,  senators, 
legislators  and  fellow  elected  people,  we  would  think  nothing  of  it.  But  suppo! 
that  each  of  us  here  tonight  were  to  receive  an  engraved  invitation  requesting 
our  presence  at  a  banquet  to  be  given  by  the  Governor,  I  wonder  what  our  re- 
action would  be?  We  would  consider  it  highly  irregular,  and  would  in  all 
probability  question  the  validity  of  such  an  invitation. 

But  yet  this  is  exactly  what  took  place  in  the  portion  of  Scripture  we  read 
for  this  evening.   Jesus  tells  of  a  certain  man  giving  a  banquet  and  inviting 
many  people.   In  the  days  of  Jesus  it  was  customary  to  send  out  invitations 
announcing  the  day  of  the  banquet,  but  the  hour  of  the  banquet  was  unannounced. 
Then  when  the  day  of  the  feast  arrived,  xkxxxkksxkk  and  all  things  were  pre- 
red  and  ready,  servants  were  dispatched  to  those  who  had  accepted,  and  the 
guests  were  brought  to  the  banquet. 

Thus  these  people  who  refused  to  come  to  the  banquet  given  by  this  individual 
had  already  accepted  his  hospitality,  and  were  now  refusing  to  attend,  and 
this  was  considered  as  a  grave  insult. 

When  the  servant  reported  back  to  his  master  of  the  refusal  of  the  guests  to 
come,  he  told  him  to  go  out  and  to  bring  in  all  of  the  outcasts  of  society  he 
could  find  and  to  bring  them  to  the  banquet.  The  servant  did  this  and  re- 
ported that  there  was  still  room  for  more.  So  he  was  instructed  to  go  out 
and  to  compel  others  to  come  in.  He  was  to  beat  the  bushes  and  roam  the 
highways  in  order  to  fill  the  house. 

Now  if  we  want  to  really  understand  what  Jesus  was  saying  we  must  look  at  this 
parable  and  identify  the  characters  involved.  The  man  who  gave  the  banquet  is 
f  course  God.  The  people  invited  as  guests  were  the  Jews.  But  the  Jews  had 
a  history  of  refusing  to  follow  God's  invitations  and  so  they  merely  gave  ex- 
cuses as  to  why  they  could  not  attend.  The  poor  people  were  those  who  were 
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willing  to  accept  Jesus  when  others  would,  not.  The  people  gathered  in  from  the 

hi  ways  and  the  hedges  stand  for  the  Gentiles  to  whom  the  message  was  to  be 

preached  instead  of  the  Jews,  This  is  the  original  form  of  the  parable. 

But  years  have  a  way  of  changing  perspectives  and  so  if  we  analyse  the  excuses 

of  the  three  invited  guests  who  made  the  excuses,  we  can  see  the  parable  in  a 

modern  light. 

The  first  man  refused  on  the  grounds  that  he  had  purchased  a  piece  of  ground  and 

had  to  tend  to  it.  This  seems  simple  enough  on  the  surface.  Yet,  what  is  being 

said  here  is  that  his  possessions  have  taken  precedence  over  the  things  of  God. 

We  know  and  realize  that  we  all  have  obligations  which  must  be  taken  care  of. 

But  when  our  obligations  become  obsessions  which  keep  us  from  doing  God's  work, 

or  from  being  His  servants  in  the  world,  then  we  must  take  a  new  look  at  our 

priorities. 

The  second  man  refused  on  the  grounds  that  he  had  to  try  out  his  new  oxen.  In 

tc   ys  society  the  oxen  could  stand  for  many  things.   They  could  stand  for  a 

new  and  powerful  car  that  needed  to  be  driven.  They  could  stand  for  the  power 

that  comes  from  having  and  owning  things.  Or  for  the  power  that  is  generated 

when  one  person  can  control  another  by  manipulation  and  other  Means. 

The  thrid  man  who  wanted  to  be  excused  because  he  had  just  gotten  a  wife,  could 

stand  for  the  complete  love  of  a  house  or  home.  But  it  could  very  well  stand 

for  the  obsession  of  sex  that  seems  to  have  taken  over  our  society. 

In  each  one  of  these  things  we  know  that  there  must  be  a  certain  importance 

placed  upon  our  owning  and  using  things.  But  the  danger  is  always  there  that 

whatever  it  may  be  in  life,  whether  it  be  work  or  recreation,  or  our  homes  or 

hobbies,  or  our  loved  ones  and  families,  or  even  religion,  the  immediate  danger 

is  that  in  any  of  these  areas  we  c„n  become  obsessed  to  the  point  of  worship, 

and  thus  turn  our  backs  on  God. 

B   in  all  of  this  what  is  lost  is  not  merely  the  attendance  at  a  banquet,  but 

more  importantly,  the  invitation.  For  it  is  By  Invitation  that  we  are  called. 

Jesus  said,  "Ye  did  not  choose  me,  I  chose  you."  This  indicates  that  we  have 

been  called  by  Him  and  how  we  answer  the  invitation  is  what  determines  our 


-5- 
sincerity.  The  servant  is  sent  out  by  the  Master,  or  in  other  words  Jesus  is 
sf  '  out  by  God,  and  is  told  to  compel  them  to  come  in  from  the  highways,  and 
the  hedges,  from  hither  and  yon.  He  sought  them  and  He  is  still  seeking  those 
who  would  come  to  His  banquet  today. 

And  when  God  sent  out  the  servant  to  bid  them  to  put  in  an  appearance,  He  said, 
"Gome;  for  all  things  are  now  ready."  Sound  familiar?  It  should,  for  we  use 
it  at  ou*  invitation  to  coma  and  partake  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 
This  is  the  invitation  of  Almighty  God  to  partake  of  this  feast.  But  it  must 
always  be  remembered  it  is  "By  Invitation"  only  that  we  can  come.  We  are  here 
not  on  owr  own,  but  because  we  have  been  invited  by  none  other  than  God  Himself. 
He  wants  us  to  join  together  at  the  feast  provided  by  His  Beloved  Son  Jesus 
Christ.  For  as  often  as  we  eat  this  bread  and  drink  this  cup  we  do  show  £sx±k 
the  Lord's  death  till  He  come  again. 

So  let  us  look  at  our  lives  and  let  us  come  to  His  table  seeking  forgiveness, 
b   let  us  come  in  the  full  assurance  and  knowledge  that  it  is  "By  Invitation" 
that  we  are  here. 


ST,    PAUL'S  UNITED   CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Twenty-Fi rst   Sunday  After  Pentecost     October    12,     1975 
Rev.    Ralph   C,    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Eugene  Stephenson,    Organist 
Mb.   Ralph  Cooper,   Choir   Director 
Mary   Dellen,   Ranoy  Dellen  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  FOR  WORSHIP  -    II :0O  A.M. 
Prelude  :  "Andante  Cantabj  le"  Tschaikqwbky 

•Processional  Hymn  No.   £39  "Soldiers  of  Christ,    arise" 

•Ascription  -  Cho.ral  Amen 

•ExHoRTATtON 

•CoNFESsrow   (In  Unison)   "ALMIGHTY   AND  ETERNAL  GOD,    whose 
light   doth  shine    in  mortal  parknebsj   reveal  untq  us   thy 
presence    in  our   souls,    and  thy  jufqment  of  all  our   actions, 
thoughts,   and  words,     manifest  thyself  to  us   in  the  move- 
ments of  this  present  time*     open  our  eyes  to  thy  glory 
all   around  us.      thou   art   ever  coming   to  thy  children, 
coming    ln  manifold  ways  j  by  cherishing  our  serious  and 
reverent  e-p|b1t  may  we   prepare   ourselves   to  meet  our  goo, 
through  Jesus   Christ   our  Lord.      Amen*" 
•Kyrie  (Choir*    Congregation  and  Pastor) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Prajse 

•'Pastqr:      "0  Lord   open  our  llps. 

•People:      Ano   our  mouth   shall  show  forth   thy   praise 
•Ddxclogy        No,    55' 
Scripture:        Joa   5 

Hymn  of  the  Month   No.    67      "Beauty  around  us" 
•Affirmation  of  our   Faith      (Apostles1    Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
*Call  to   Prayer 

•Pastor!      The   Lord   be  with  you. 
•People:      And  with   thy  spirit. 
•Pastor:      Let   us   Pray 
•Prayer  ant   Prayer  Response 
Offer*  ng 

Offertory  "Autumn"  Stickles 

Solo  "The  Stranger  of   Galilee11  Morris 

Soloibt  -  Tim  Swigart 
Sermon:  "WARNING   AND  PROMISE!" 


Prayer  and   Lord's   Prayer 
•Hymn  of   Dec- r  cat  j  on  Wo-    3''      "Now  once   again  for   hclp" 
•Beneip  ict  ion   and   Thsee    Fqlo  Amen 
Postlude:  lfPaSTLUcEn  Mendelssohn 

----------   *congregat i  on   standing  ----- 

The  Lovely   Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  seen  placed   by 

Mr,    8*  Mrs*    Roland   Thompson    in  memory  of   Rol's   Fathers 

Howard  Thompson. 
Serving  as   Ushfrs   today  are:   *Wally   Feoer,   John   Snow, 

Mqnt  MacK|nnevt    James  Moloney,    Steve  Vargo. 
Elder   Art   Snyder  will  represent   Council  at  the  door 

today. 
The   attendance   last  Sunday  was   2^3* 
Nursery  will  be  provided   today  by  Art  and   Betty   Carney 

ano   Joe  l   Marte.. 
— -      T- " -■ "  right  after  the  Morning  Worship  Service  -  All 

Elders,    Deacons  and  Ushers   and   anyone   else    interested 

are   asked   to   stay  for   a   short  while  so   that  the   new 

Oxygen   equipment  can   se   demonstrated.      Please   take 

THE  TIME  TO  KNOW  HOW   IT  IS  DONE*   Mr  .  WlLLIAM  VOGEL 

is  giving  of  his  time  to  show  us  today, 
-^■^Mrs,  Charles  Hilliard  is  in  Bashline  Hospital  - 
Grove  CiTYt  Penna. 
Mrs.  Granville  Cooper  would  like  to  thank  all  those 

THAT  SENT  CARDS  FROM  St.   PAUL'S,  FOR  HER  BlRTHOAY. 

^p-  Tuesday  -  SOUP  AND  SALAD  SUPPER.      Ladies  please  get 
youh    items    (n  for   the  0azaar  table   by  monday    and  no 
later   than  noon  tuesday. 
Wednesday  -  Oct.   29  -  St.   Paul  Home  Auxiliary  meeting. 
See   Bulletin  Board   for   details.      Call   Phyllib   Tait 
2B7-SS52    if   interested. 
^^  You  will   se  called   after  this  week   about  pictures   FOR 
^^       the  Pictorial   Directory,      Only   those   that  have   their 
pictures   taken  will  receive  a  copy  of   the  book,      the 
Directory    is  only   as  good   as  we  make    it  -   by    haying 
It  complete  with   everyone.      Beside   those  mentioned 
in   the   Newsletter  Mrs*    Charles   Penar  has   also    agreed 
to  help   out  with  this   project. 
We   have  the    16  of   Nov*    and    \h   of  Dec*    open  for  Altar 

FL0WERB     -    SHOULD     VOU    WANT      EITHER    ONE     OF     THESE     DATES 
CONTACT     THE    OFF4 CE    OR    BeA     TaIT. 
3^   WE    WELCOME     ALL    THOSE    VISITING    WITH    US     TODAY     AND    WE 

WOLLD     LIKF,     FOR     YOU     TO    SIGN     GUEST    REGISTER     IN     THE     I\Ia»THEX, 

1 


ST,    PAUL'S  UNITED   CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Sutler,    Pennsvlvani a 
T#eNTV'-Fr rst   Sunday  After  Pentecost     October    12,    1 975 
Rev,   Ralph  C.   Link,    Pastor 
Mrs,    Eugene  Stephenson,    Organist 
Mr.    Ralph  Cooper,    Choir  Director 
Mary   Dellen,   Randy  Dellen  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  FOR  'WORSHIP  -   t  I  :00  A.M. 
Prelude:  "Andante  Cantasile*  Tschaikqwbky 

•Processional  Hymn  No.   2S$         "Soldiers   of  Christ,    arise* 

•Ascription  -  Chqlral  Amen 

•exhortat i  on 

♦Confession   (In  Unison)   "ALMIGHTY   AMD  ETERNAL  GOD,   whose 
light  e3qth  shine    in  mortal  riarknessj   reveal  unto  us   thy 
presence    in   our   souls,    and   thy   jgrqment  of  all  our   actions, 
thoughts,    and  *qto6.     manifest  thyself  to  us   in  the  move- 
ments  of  this  present   time,     open  our  eyes  to  thv  glory 
all   around  us,      thou    art   ever  coming  to   thy   children, 
coming    in  manifqlh  ways  j  by  cherishing  our  serious  ano 
reverent  spirit  may  we   prepare   ourselves   to  meet   our  gob( 
through  Jesus  Christ   our  Lord.      Amen," 

•Kvhie  (Choir,    Congregation  ano  Pastor) 

♦Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 

•PRA  fSE 

♦Pastor:      '0   Lord  open  our   lips. 

♦People!      Ano   our  mouth   shall  show  forth   thy   praise 
•Doxology       No,    551 
Scripture:        Job   5 

Hymn  of  the  Month  No.    67     "Beauty  around  us" 
♦Affirmation  of  our  Faith      (Apostles'1    Creed) 
*Glof?I a    Patr I 
♦Call    to    Prayer 

•Pastor:      The   Lord   be  with  you, 
•People!      And  with   thy  spirit, 
•Pastor!      Let   ub   Pray 
•Prayer  amp   Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory  "Autumn"  Stickles 

Solo  1,The  Stranger  of   Galilee"  MIgrr[s 

Soloist  -  Tim  Swigart 
Sermon:  "WARNING   AND  PRQMISEI* 


Prayer  and   Lord's   Prayer 
•Hymn  of   Dedication  No.    3''       "Mow  once   again   for   help" 
•Benediction  and   Three   Fold  Amen 
Postlude:  "Pdstluoe"  Mendelssohn 

----------   •Ccngregat ion   Standing  ----- 

The  Lovely   Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  seen  placed   by 
Mr,   &  Mrs.    Roland   Thompson    jn  memory  of   Rol's    Father- 
Howard  Thompson. 
Serving  as   Ushers  today  arc!   *Wally   Feoer,   John  Snow, 
Mont  MacKinney,    James  Moloney,    Steve  Vargo, 
Elder  Art  Snyder  will  represent  Council  at  the  door 

TODAY. 

The  attendance  last  Sunhay  was  ?^3* 

Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Art  and  Retty  Carney 
and  Joe l  Mahte. 
„ Today  right  after  the  Morning  Worship  Service  -  All 
Elders,  Deacons  and  Ushers  and  anyone  else  interested 
are  asked  to  stay  for  a  short  while  so  that  the  new 
Oxygen  equipment  can  be  demonstrated.   Please  take 

THE  TIME  TO  KNOW  HOW  It   IS  DONE.   MR .  WlLLlAM  VoGEL 

ib  giving  of  his  time  to  show  us  today, 
■^^Mrs.  Charles  Milliard  is  in  Bashllne  Hospital  - 
Grove  City,  Penna. 
Mrb.  Granville  Cooper  would  like  to  thank  all  those 

THAT  SENT  CARDS  FROM  St..  PAUL'S,  FOR  HER  BlRTHDAV. 

^^   Tuesday  -  SOUP  AND  SALAD  SUPPER.   Ladi  eb  please  get 
your  items  in  for  the  bazaar  table  @v  mo n day  and  no 
later  than  noon  tuesday. 
Wednesday  -  Oct.  £9  -   St.  Paul  Home  Auxiliary  meeting. 
See  Bulletin  Board  for  details.   Call  Phyllis  Tait 

2S7-SS52     IF     INTERESTED. 

"^  You  will  ee  called   after  this  week  about  pictures   for 
^^       the  Pictorial   Directory.      Only   those   that  have   their 
pictures  taken  will  receive  a  copy  of   the  book.     the 
Directory    is  only   as  good   as  we  make    it  -  by   having 
It   complete  with   everyone.      Beside   those  mentioned 
in   the   Newsletter  Mrs.,    Charles   Penar  has   also    agreed 
to   help  out  with  this   project. 
We  have  the    16  of  Nov,    and   \\  of  Dec*   open  for  Altar 
Flowers   -  should    you  want     either  one   or   these   dates 

CONTACT     THE    OFFJ CE    OR    BeA     TaIT. 

J^f*  We  WELCOME  all  those  visiting  with  us  tooay  AND  we 

WQL-LP     LIKF    FOR     YQU     TO    SIGN     GUEST    REGISTER     IN     THE     NARTHEX- 


' 


' 


"Warning  And  Promise!" 

Text:  Job  5:17,18,  BEHOLD,  HAPPY  IS  THE  MAN  WHQM  GOD 
RJ  WES;  THEREFORE  DESPISE  NOT  THE  CHASTENING  OP  "THE 
ALnXGHTY.   FOR  HE  WOUNDS,  BUT  HE  BINDS  UP;  HE  SMITES, 
BUT  HIS  SANDS  HEAL." 

("""lust  woman  speak  minister  &  woman  &  husband) 
^  ;xamps  peop  cud  use  help  but  2  self -center, proud 
2  ask  4it.  ro^FM 
i   We  oft  criticize  &  say  ask  G  4  2  much, 

but  shud  B  amend  2  say,  we  no  ask  enuf ,enuf  rt  thi] 
2  oft  only  seek  help  wen  dn  &  out  &  then  ask  WHY „ WE 
I  tried  liv  gud  life,  why  must  I  suffer  &  so  many 
other  hav  no  probs 
Look  at  story  Job, lost  cattle, family, friends, servants 
was  sick  sores  head  2  foot, wife  desert tbut  Blive  G 
3  friends  cum  &  spok  tru  luv  G 
In  5th  chap  ELIPHAZ  tell  JoB  TEXT(read)  vs  17 
HAPPY  meant  2  go  4th,  2  reach  dist  goal, 2  walk  brisk 
4ward,  or  an  ongoing  process 
It  here  misfort  used  realm  striv  2  improv  self  even 
tho  afflicted 
SLJLPM3  THEN  STATE  (verse  18  of  TEXT) 
(ILLU3T.  Lepers) 
here  sor  afflict  peop  who  able  cast  all  care  &  burd 
on  Lord 
Wat  G  say  bout  this  life?  All  sun  &  laugh?  All 
life  1  big  game?  Just  big  bowl  cherries? 
X_READ  SCRIPTURAL  VERSES  ABOUT  THIS) 
Many  eiqpips  peop  sor  distres  &  rise  abuv  afflict 
(Illust  Missionaries  1957) 

/  iPexamps  peop  prevail  adverse  circumstances 
(^wMsbaxdi  on  Leaders) 
(Illust  Abe  Lincoln) 
Olffhyffift  says  STANDING  ON  PROMISES  OB  GOD" 
This  wat  echoed  by  life  Abe  Lincoln, shoshine  boy, 
peop  Ethippia. 
Tragedy  adds  nu  dimens  2  lif 
where  no  strug,no  success, no  pain,  no  patience, 
no  suffer,  no  sympathy,  no  fite,  no  fortitude, 
no  loss,  no  love. 
We  may  not  like  that  kind  world,  but  lik  it  or  not 
thatkind  world  we  liv  in 
This  wat  separate  men  from  boys,  &  women  from  weak- 
~*ngs. 
iow  du  we  tie  all  this  in2  our  lives?  How  can 
honest  say  2  sural  with  probs  TEXT) 
It  speak  of  warning  &  Promise.  Both  &  not  just  1 
for//  JH#/sr>/s      &L/A 


Annie  Johnson  Flint  says  all  of  this  in  little  poem, 

"WHAT  HATH  GOD  PROMISED?" 


St.    PAUL'rf   UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,   Pennsylvania  j*f 

Twenty-Secono  Sunday  After  Pentecost     Oct. ^  1975 
Rev.   Ralph  C,    Li nk,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Eugene  Stephenson,   Organist 
Mrs.   Robs  Sybeht,    Choir   Director  fob  Youth 
Pam   Fry,    Jeff-  Campbell  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  FOR  TORSHIP  -    I  I !0O  A.M. 
Prelude  Music:  "Beside  Still  Waterb"  Hamblen 

"Autumn"  Chaminade 

Please   remain  silent  during  Chimes 
♦Processional  Hymn  No.    J2  "No™  thank  we  all  ouh  God" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
♦Exhortati on 

♦Confession   (In  Unison)   "In  thy  great  mercy  hear  us,    our 
Father,    as  we  confess   our  many  sins  against   thee   and  our 

BRETHREN.        For    ALL    ANGER    AND    SELF-WILL;     FOP    ALL    U3E    OF 

our  strength  to  seat  down  those  who  are  weaker  j  for 
every  unholy  desire  and  impure  thought!  for  the  love  of 
money  which  is  the  root  of  ev i l \   for  hatreds  and  prejudices 
which  injure  others  and  corrupt  our  own  souls!  for  little 
sacrifices  on  behalf  of  great  causes;  for  placing  dependence 
in  ourselves  hather  than  in  thee,  forgive  us,  0  lord  "through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Sav i our. Amen. " 
♦Kyrie      (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
♦Assurance  of  Paroon  -  Choral  Amen 
♦Praise 

♦Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

♦People!  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
♦Doxology    Ho.    55I 
Scripture!       Luke  15!  I  I  — 32  How  many  Biblea??? 
Hymn  of  the  Month  No.  67   "Beauty  abound  us™ 
♦Affirmation  of  our  Faith   (Apostles'  Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
♦Call  to  Prayer 

♦Pastoh:   The  Lord  se  WITH  you. 
♦People  1  And  with  thy  spirit. 
•Pastor!  Let  us  Pray 
♦Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offeri nc 

Offertory      "Sababande"  Martin 


Anthem:   "He's  Got  the  Whole  World  In  His  Hands" 

Youth  Choir 
Sermon;     "Meanwhile,  Back  at  the  Ranch,*" 
Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 
♦Hymn  of  Dedication  No,  2J9  "Ask  ye  what  great  thing 
♦Benediction  and  Three  Folo  Amen  I  know" 

Postlude:      "allegro  Risoluto"  Wi lsoi 

--------  ♦Congregation  Standing  -------  , 

The  Lovely  Flowehb  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Howard  Bolam  in  memory  of  Ralph  M, 
Charlton  (Pap). 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  •Richard  Mangel,  Dasyl 

Tait,  John  Dreher,  and  Gary  Penar. 
Elder  and  Mrs.  Robert  Basehohe  will  represent  Cojncil 
at  the  door  today. 
the  attfnhance  labt  sunday  was  i ]5- 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Brad  and  Judy  Vinroe. 

At  LEAST  35  PEOPLE  ATTENDED  THE  Fl  RST  AlD  MEETING  LAST 

Sunday.      (You  are    in  good   HANgB)aoy   Pf  luglitJoaiL  Vogel 

P-R08P  I  TAL!  ZED    -EarLWogaN,     EvENLYN    ShaKELY^     JaMES 

..  ^.-.n  - '  ri  r*  MOLONEY, 

Mom.    -  7!3°  "  Fidelity   Bible  Class  meeting.    — 

Tues.    -  7;30  ~  Board  of  Christian  Education   Meeting 
Wed.   -  6:00  -  Golden  Circle  -  A   Salad   Smorgasbord   and 

a   Farmer's  Market. 
Thurs.   -   10:00  meet   at   the   Church  -  Mary  Martha   Circle  - 
"Laoies-Day-Out" 
^.you   will  be  called  this  week  for  pictures   to   be   taken 
for   the  Pictorial  Directory,      If  you  have  not  sefn 
called  by  thurs.   get    in  touch  with  the  office.   the 

FOLLOWING  PERSONS  WILL  DO  THE  CALLING!  JaNE  WaTTERSON, 

Jean  Pflugh,    Linda  Curtis,    Evelyn  Dellen,    Helen   Ferree, 
Jean   Pencil,    Judy   Fry,    Dutch  Bolam,    Lulu   Penar, 
Doris   Zayacky,    Bea  Tait,    Helen  Riemer. 

Wednesday  -  Oct.    39  -  St.    Paul  Home  Auxiliary  meeting. 
See  Bulletin   Board   for  details.      Call  Phyllis   Tait 
£87-8352  if   interested. 

Jeanne  Snyder  would   like   to   "thank"   all  those  who  sent 
cards  and  also  said   prayers   during   the  death  of  my 
sisters  Mns.    Harold   (Hazel)  Williams  and  Mrs.    Fred 
(Grace)  Weibman  of  Meadville,    Pa,      I   would   like  to 
thank  Rev.    Link  for   his   kind  words   at  the  funeral  home, 
^The  new   illustrated   Living   Bibles   are   in  -   you   can 

pick  them  up  before  and  after  the  service   l«  the  office. 

Please  have  jour  checks  all  ready  made  out  to   St.   Paul's 

Welcome  Visitors:  aign  book  S/^^   Z*/1,  f?**'J 


"Meanwhile,  Back  At  The  Ranch!" 
Text :  Luke  1 5 : 29  50 . 

AND  HE  ANSWERING  J  SAID  TO  HIS  FATHER,  LO,  THESE  MANY 
YE'^S  DO  I  SERVE  THEE,  NEITHER  TRANSGRESSED  I  AT  ANY 
TIi„,  THY  COMMANDMENT;  AND  YET  THOU  NEVER  GAVEST  ME  A 
KID,  THAT  I  MIGHT  MAKE  MERRY  WITH  MY  FIRENDS.   BUST  AS 
SO^N  AS  THIS,  THY  SON,  WAS  COME,  WHO  HATH  DEVOURED  THY 
LI  NG  WITH  HARLOTS,  THOU  HAST  KILLED  FOR  HIM  THE  FAT* 
TED  CALF. 

Scripture:  Luke  15511-52 

ranch 
Word  picutre  of  house  nestled  valley, twilite, crisp 
stillness  autumn  eve  air.  Lites  lit, smoke  curl  chimn, 
welcum, warm, fire  firplace.  Musis  cum  from  house, ye llo 
glo  windos  give  4th  warm  welcum  anyl. 
Man  talk  other  man, he  go  in, old  man  cum  out. 
yg  speak  angry  2  old  man, walk  away,&  old  man  look  at 
old  man  go  in  shut  door,&  still  of  nite  &  glo  windo 
This  last  part  scrip.  Most-kno  1st  prett  well 
Eld  bro  no  know  much  bout, all  known  2  is  TEXT,  (read) 
Wat  said /'MEANWHILE,  BACK  AT  THE  RAMCH,"  wile  Ur 
other  son  off  &  liv  up, I  do  wat  shud,&  U  no  giv 
feast  or  celebrations  4  me." 
Irony  this, he  was  devot  son, so  wat  wrong  express  self? 
here  occas  4  all  fam  2  eejoic  &  B  happy, but  eld  bro 
no  want  bro  wftftcum  bak  ope  arm  4  he  jealous, envy 
He  call  not  bor,  but  THY  SON, this  disassoc  self 
He  pt  out  RIOTOUS  LIVING, 
SS  TEACHER  &  Class,  SPEND  ALL  BUBBLE  GUM 
Said  harlots, no  said  B4,  thus  must  felt  he  do  that 
if  same  shoes. 
Truth  this  para  &  others, C  &  find  sumthing  in  it  4  me 
C  this  we  can  gro,if  C  friend, relative, fello  memb 
we  lik  eld  bros. 
Frederick  Rummacher  influen  Germ  19th  C  wen  ask  eld 

bros  ident,  "I  learned  it  yesterday  Myself." 

2  basics  standout,  1st.  eld  bro  content  place  self 
outside  fam  circle. 
(ILLUST  JOHN  RESCUE  SEAMAN  &  IT  BROS  WILLIAM) 
Bros  not  heed  advice  mother  &  thus  no  destroy  bros 
but  sav  him.  this  message  4  us  2  reach  out  2  others 
bring  2  Christ. 
2nd  basic.  Eld  bros  respons  4  separa  from  fam, he  did 
(ILLUSTRATION  KATERYN  MARSHALL  &_ PETER,  LOST  IN  CH) 
tru  many  churches,  peop  lost  this  church 
Hav  self-right  peopno  mov  &  no  preach  will  mov 
Works  sole  means  heav. 
They  deacs, ushers, teachers,  supts,  etc. 
Js  say  these  peop  end  up  in  hell,  &  these  not  my  words 


"I  AM  THE  WAY  THE  TRUTH  AND  THE  LIFE,  NO  MAN  COMETH  TO  ' 
THE  FATHER  EXCEPT  BY  ME 

This  he  point  out  story  prod  Son. 

Book  Voices  From  Edge  Eternity 
dying  testimonies  peop  saw, herd, talked  peop  long  u.tjd, 
at  point  of  death. 
I  Blieve  we  ushered  out  this  life  by  angels  or  d'  on; 
&  book  proves  it. 
Those  Blievers  die  peaceful, calm  &  C  angels, luved 
1's,  hear  music,  &  C  beauty  heaven 
Those  atheists  &  evil  peop  went  scream  LOST,  LOST, 
FOREVER  LOST. , 
We  can  determ  end  destiny  our, depart  &  bettervrealize 
it  determ  wat  do  now  wile  hav  chance 
All  dun  sumthing , regret  &  say,  I  WISH  I  CUD  DO  OVER 
Most  instance  get  2nd  chance 
But  wen  pass  from  this  lif  all  chance  2  change  past 
Need  2  mak  this  decis  wile  yet  able. 
Can  mak  this  commit  simply, easily „ 
Acknowledge  Js  Xp  die  4  U, .&  U  now  want  Him  as  UR 
Saviour,  &  invite  Him  live  UR  hart 


"Meanwhile,  Back  At  The 

Text: Luke  15:29,30 

AND  HE  ANSWERING,  SAID  TO  HIS  FATHER,  LO,  THESE  MANY 
YE   3  DO  I  SERVE  THEE,  NEITHER  TRANSGRESSED  I  AT  ANY 
TIME  THY  COMMANDMENT;  AND  YET  THOU  NEVER  GAVEST  ME  A 
KID,  THAT  I  MIGHT  MAKE  MERRY  WITH  MY  FRIENDS.   BUT  AS 
SC  T  AS  THIS,  THY  SON,  WAS  COME,  WHO  HATH  DEVOURED  THl 
Ll.xNG  WITH  HARLOTS,  THOU  HAST  KILLED  FOR  HIM  THE  BAT* 
TED  GALE. 

Scripture:  Luke  15:11-32 

Picture  this  scene,  (Ranch  house  etc.) 
Last  part  scrip  &  eld  bro  &  all  kno  is  TEXT 
Wat  said  MEANWHILE,  BAK  AT  RANCH,  wile  bro  off  etc. 
Eld  bro  good  etc,  point  out  THY  SONftfaER±HfcHap£#HKK) 
Harlots, (joke  riotous  living, bubble  gum) 
Purp  parables:  4  me?  or  4  my  hus, wife, friends? 
Eld  bro  ident:  Frederick  Rummacher  influen  19C  Germ, 
"I  learned  it  yesterday  Myself." 

2  basics  in  this: 

1st  -  Eld  bro  place  self  OUTSIDE 
(Illust  rescue  sailor) 

bro  no  heed  mother  &  reach  out  &  sav  bro 

this  message  4  us  -  reach  out  2  bro  &  bring  2  Xp 

2nd  -  Bro  separate  from  fam 

(Illus  Kathryn  Marshall  &  lost  in  church) 

tru  many  ch,  &  tru  this  ch 

hav  many  self -right  peop  they  right  other  wrong 
been  deacs, usher, choir, teqch,supt  eye  yrs 
Js  say  many  end  up  hell  4  He  is 
WAY,  TRUTH,  LIFE,N   MAM  CUM  2  FATHER  CEPT  BY  HI* 

book  VOICES  FROM  EDGE  OF  ETERNITY 
Blievers  die  calm, peace 
atheists  die  Lost,  Lost,  Forever  Lost 
I  Bliev  ang  or  demons  usher  into  etern  at  deth 
We  can  determ  destiny  at  depart  &  better  realize  it 
determ  wat  do  now  hav  chance 
AH  did  sumthin  regret  wish  cud  do  over  &  many  time 
can 
But  wen  enter  etern  it  2  late,&  must  change  now 
Can  accept  Js  Xp  now  easy,  simple, 
Recog  as  Sav, die  4-  U  personal,  invite  in 

.  .etern  can  no  say  MEANWHILE,  BACK  AT  THE  RANCH  I  do 
this  or  that  &  this  my  record. 


"Meanwhile,  Back  At  The  Ranch!" 

Text:  Luke  15:29,50, 

And  he  answering,  said  to  his  father,  Lo,  these  many  years  do  I  serve  thee, 

r  ither  transgressed  at  anybtime  thy  commandment;  and  yet  thou  never  gavest  me  a 

^  1,  that  I  might  make  merry  with  my  friends.   But  as  soon  as  this  thy  son,  was 

come,  who  hath  devoured  thy  living  with  harlots,  thou  hast  killed  for  him  the 

fatted  calf. 

Scripture:  Luke  15:11-52 

Picture  in  your  minds  if  you  will,  a  ranch  house  nestled  in  the  valley.  Twilight 
has  descended  upon  the  surrounding  countryside  and  the  crisp  srfcx  hushed  stillness 
of  Autumn  is  evident  upon  the  early  evening  air.  The  lights  in  the  house  have 
been  lit,  and  smoke  curls  lazily  from  the  chimney  signalling  the  fact  that  a 
welcome  and  warming  fire  has  been  built  in  the  fireplace.  SaagasxxzHMxtkgx 
The  sound  of  music  emanates  from  the  house  and  the  yellow  glow  of  light  from  the 
windows  gives  forth  a  warm  welcome  to  anyone  coming  upon  the  scene. 
The  dark  ftera  undistinguishable  form  of  soemone  approaching  the  house  can  still 
be  seen  in  the  deepening  shadows.  He  steps  to  the  porch  and  peers  in  at  one  of 
the  windows.  He  is  soon  joined  in  conversation  with  another  individual  who 
t™.n  be  seen  darting  quickly  into  the  house  as  though  on  an  errand  of  haste. 
Very  soon  the  door  opens  again  and  the  light  from  within  casts  its  brightness 
across  the  worn  wooden  plank  porch.  Framed  in  the  doorway  is  a  man  of  xabcxxssst 
ys  evidently  advanced  years  because  of  the  snow  white  hair  and  the  stooped 
shoulders  caused  by  hard  labor.  He  can  be  seen  engaged  in  earnest  conversation 
with  the  man  who  ^H±feK  stands  head  and  shoulders  above  the  alder  man.  By  the 
muscular  build  of  this  man  it  is  apparent  that  he  too  has  been  involved  in  hard 
labor.   During  the  course  of  their  conversation  he  can  be  seen  gesticulating 
toward  the  house  and  speaking  quite  angrily.  Very  soon  their  conversation  ends 
and  the  younger  man  stomps  off  the  porch  leaving  the  older  mand  staring  after 
him  with  a  look  of  dejection  and  defeat  upon  his  face.  Slowly  the  old  man  re- 
traces his  steps  though  the  doorway,  and  the  door  closes  behind  him  leaving  only 
the  stillness  of  the  night,  and  the  glow  of  light  shining  from  the  windows 0 
xuis  is  how  I  picture  the  latter  part  o£  our  scripture  for  thia  morning.  Much 
has  been  made  of  the^first  part,  and  I  am  sure  that  most  of  us  know  the  details 
of  the  prodigal  son  pretty  well.  But  the  fellow  we  do  not  know  too  much  about, 


-2- 
is  the  elder  brother.  All  that  we  know  is  the  facts  that  he  himself  provides. 
TY " s  is  to  be  found  in  the  29th  and  50th  verses  of  this  block  of  scripture. 
(Read  text).  What  is  being  said  here  is,  "Meanwhile,  Back  At  The  Ranch,"  while 
your  other  son  was  off  living  it  up,  I  have  been  doing  what  I  should,  and  you 
have  never  given  any  special  feasts  or  celebrations  for  me.  And  xkxKxixxfcKHBtx 
the  riony  of  this  is  that  this  fellow  was  a  devoted  son  and  he  did  as  he  was 
supposed  to  do,  so  what  is  wrong  with  his  expressing  himself  in  this  way?  The 
wrongness  is  in  his  attitude.  His  father  did  not  deny  the  fact  that  he  had  been 
a  good  and  dutiful  son.  But  here  was  an  occasion  to  rejoice  and  all  of  the  family 
should  have  been  happy  on  this  occasion.  But  the  elder  brother  did  not  want  to 
see  his  brother  welcomed  back  with  open  arms,  for  he  was  envious  and  jealous. 
He  doesn't  acknowledge  him  as  his  brother,  but  instead  calls  him,  "Thy  Son." 
Thus  he  gives  evidence  that  he  wants  to  disassociate  himself  from  any  relation- 
ship to  this  brother. 

H  is  quick  to  point  out  his  rigtous  living.   A  Sunday  School  teacher  when  using 
this  parable  in  her  class  asked  the  question,  "What  is  riotous  living?"  One 
little  boy  answered,  "That's  when  you  spend  all  your  money  on  bubble  gum." 
The  Elder  brother  points  out  something  that  was  never  made  evident  before  or 
was  even  known  and  that  is  his  brother  spent  his  money  on  prostitutes.  He  had 
no  evidence  of  this  and  so  why  did  he  say  this?  Perhaps  he  was  thinking  all  the 
time  his  brother  was  away,  that  if  he  had  the  same  opportunity  to  run  off  like 
his  brother,  that  is  how  he  would  spend  his  money  and  time.  So  you  see  there  is 
s  lot  of  different  things  tied  up  in  this  portion  of  the  parable  and  it  speaks 
to  us  in  our  time  and  in  our  place. as  well. 

The  real  truth  of  this  parable  or  any  other  story  similar  to  it,  is  that  we  can 
see  or  find  in  it  something  that  fits  us.   If  we  can  see  that  a  truth  is  being 
stated  that  touches  us  personally,  then  we  can  grow.  But  if  instead  we  only  see 
t   t  it  suits  or  fits  a  friend  of  ours,  or  a  fellow  member,  but  that  it  does  not 
fit  me,  then  we  are  much  like  this  elder  brother.  iKieaefc^eenfeeeSfe^Bc^ieea&SiSeF 
zTQQ®flOWtoQ&%y&£xtB&ie£     We  do  not  know  the  identity  of  wither  of  the  brothers  and  it 


-3- 

an  influential  German 
really  in  isn't  important.  But  someone  asked  Frederick  jtn   Krummacher  the  ident- 
of  the  19th  century 
? J t  ot   the  elder  brother  and  he  answered,  "I  learned  it  yesterday  myself." 

There  are  two  very  basic  things  that  standout  about  the  latter  part  of  this  para- 
ble. The  first  is  that  the  xsiKi  elder  brother  was  content  to  place  himself  out- 
side the  family  circle.  He  did  this  because  he  was  unwilling  to  accept  what  his 
father  did. 

(Illustration  of  John  rescuing  seaman,  and  it  is  brother  William) 
This  man  was  willing  to  risk  his  life  to  save  the  life  of  ndPHdi  another,  and  in 
so  doing  he  made  it  possible  his  mother  could  have  both  sons.  But  had  he  heeded 
her  pleas  for  his  own  safety,  both  he  and  his  mother  would  have  been  responsible 
for  the  death  of  the  other  son  and  brother.  I  believe  this  is  a  good  example  to 
us  to  reach  out  to  others,  to  bring  them  to  the  Lord.  And  if  we  fail  to  do  so 
we  may  be  held  responsible  for  their  being  outside  of  the  fold. 
The  second  basic  that  stand  out  in  this  story  is  that  the  elder  brother  was 
-  sponsible  for  his  separation  from  his  family,  for  he  did  this  knowingly. 
Kathryn  Marshall  tells  the  incident  of  going  with  her  husband  the  late  Dr.  Peter 
Marshall  to  Washington  D.C.  He  had  been  called  to  be  pastor  of  the  New  York 
Avenue  Presbyterian  Church,  which  is  the  church  in  which  Abraham  Lincoln  wor- 
shiped. They  arrived  during  the  week  and  naturally  the  church  was  empty.  As 

just  the  two  of  them  walked  down  the  aisle  of  this  large  sanctuary,  Mrs.  Marshall 

closed 
looked  at  all  of  the  doors  leading  out  of  the  sanctuary  and  she  remarked  to  her 

husband,  "A  person  could  get  lost  in  this  church." 

Which  is  true  in  any  church.  Except  I  do  not  mean  to  lose  their  way  to  another 
part  of  the  building,  but  I  mean  to  lose  their  way  to  heaven.  We  have  in  almost 
any  church  today,  people  who  will  not  move  from  their  position  of  self-righteous- 
ness and  piety  and  no  amount  of  preaching  will  convince  them  that  the  only  way 
of  salvation  is  to  make  a  personal  acceptance  of  Jesus  Christ.  These  people 
"  Id  to  their  works  as  being  the  sole  means  to  get  them  to  heaven.  They  are 
ushers,  or  deacons,  or  elders,  or  have  served  as  teachers,  or  superintendants , 
or  some  other  capacity,  and  this  is  their  only  visible  means  of  being  a  p9  t  of 
the  kingdom  of  God. 


I  am  sorry  to  say  that  we  have  some  people  in  this  church  who  are  lost,  and  un- 
lr  s  they  accept  Jesus  Christ  and  turn  from  thri  ministries  of  works,  they  will 
awaken  in  hell  when  they  pass  from  this  life.  These  are  not  my  words,  hut  the 
words  of  Jesus  Christ  Himself,  for  He  said,  "I  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the 
life.  No  man  cometh  to  the  Father  except  by  me."  And  this  is  what  He  was  point- 
ing out  in  this  story  of  the  prodigal  son. 

I  have  been  reading  a  very  interesting  hook  entitled,  "Voices  From  The  Edge  Of 
Eternity."  It  is  a  book  containing  dying  words  and  testimonies  of  people  who 
saw  things,  heard  voices,  and  talked  with  people  who  were  long  dead.  I  believe 
that  at  the  point  of  death  we  are  ushered  out  of  this  life  by  angels  or  by  demons, 
and  this  book  proves  this.  Those  who  were  believers  and  had  accepted  Christ  as 
their  Saviour  died  calmly  and  peacefully,  seeing  angels  and  loved  ones  and  hearing 
music  and  seeing  the  beauty  of  heaven.   Those  who  were  atheists  and  evil  people 
went  out  of  this  world  screaming,  "Lost,  lost,  forever  lost." 

V  can  determine  the  end  destiny  of  our  departure  from  this  life  and  we  better 
realize  it  is  all  determined  what  we  do  about  it  now,  while  we  have  the  chance. 
I  am  sure  that  all  of  us  have  done  something  which  we  regretted  and  we  have  said, 
"If  only  I  could  do  it  over  again."  And  in  most  instances  we  get  other  chances 
to  act  in  a  different  way.   But  when  we  pass  from  this  life,  all  chances  to 
come  to  Christ  are  past,  and  so  we  need  to  make  this  decision  while  we  are  yet 
able.   If  you  have  never  made  this  commitment  you  can  do  so  very  simply  and 
easily,  by  acknowledging  that  Jesus  Christ  died  for  you  personally  and  that  you 
want  Him  to  come  and  live  in  your  heart.  I  urge  you  to  do  it  today  and  not  de- 
lay. 


ST.   PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHS  I  ST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Twenty-Third  Sunday  After  Pentecost         Oct.   26,    1975 
Reformation   Sunday,    Youth  Sunday 
Rev.   Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Eugene   Stephenson,   Organist 
Mr.   Ralph  Cooper,    Choir  Director 
Pam  Fry,    Jeff  Campbell  -  Acolytes 

order  of  i'vqrship  -   i  i  : 00  a.m. 
Prelude  Music;      "A  Mighty   Fortress    is   Our  Goo"   Pachelbel 

"All  Glory  Be   to  Gob   on  High"         DecIub 
Please   remain  silent  during  Chimes 
•Processional  Hymn  No.    3^3     "Glorious  things   of  thee 

are  spoken" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

•ElCHORTATl  ON 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Almighty  God,  who  didst  lead  our 
Fathers  to  these  shores  that  they  might  lay  here  the 
foundations  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  bless  to  us 
the  glorious  heritage  of  faith  and  freedom  which  we  have 
received  from  them.   preserve  thou  the  nation  which  was 
established  bv  their  phaveas,  thcir  herpic  deeds,  and 

THEIR    SACRIFICES,        Help    US    TO    BE    TRUE    TO     THE    GREAT     IDEALS 

for  which  they  stood,    and  may  our  country   ever  be    the 
home   of   justice,    liberty,    and    true   brotherhood.    defend    it 
against   every  peril,    and  may    it   9e   increasingly  a   blessing 
to  all  the  "qolo.      amen." 
•Kyrie  (Choir,   Congresat Ion  and   Pastor) 

*ASSURANGE     OF    PaREiON    -    CHTR  AL    AMEN 

•Praise 

•Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

*Peofle::  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology     No,  55' 
Scripture:       2  Kings  2}:  1-lU 
Hymn  of  the  Month  No.  67  "Beauty  around  us" 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith   (Apostles'  Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
•Call  to  Prayfr 

•Pastor!  The  Lord  be  with  you. 
•People:  And  with  thy  spirit. 
•Pastor;   Let  ub  Pray 
•Prayer    ,  Prayer  Response 


Offer ing 

Offertory       "A  Vision  of    Isaiah"       Martin  Luther 

Anthem!        "A  Mighty  Fortress"   Luther 

Solo   -  Lloyo  Link 

Sermon!  "THE  KOSHER  KING  I" 

Prayer  and    Lord's   Prayer 
•Hymn  of  Dedication  No.    322   "The  Church's   one 

Foundation" 
•Benediction  and   Three   Fold   Amen 

Postlude:  "Song  of  Praise"  arr.      Lorenz 

-------  *c0ngregatl on  standing   -------- 

The  Lovely   Flowers   on  the  Altar  have  been   placed   by 

the   Fidelity  Bible  Class   to  the   "Glory   of  God". 
Serving   as  Ushers   today   are:      *0avid  Curtis,    Robbie 

Vinrqe,    Robert   Dellen,    Brian  Pfabe   and   Steve   Smith. 
Deacon  ami  Mrs.   Harry  Fry  will  represent  Council  at 

the  door  today. 
Nursery  will   be   provided   today  ay  Mrs.   Virginia  Mangel, 

Mrs.    Judy  Snyder   and   Nancy    Link. 
^^  Hospt  tali  ieo  :      Cynoie  Sybert  -  Pitts.;    Roy  Pflugh, 

Evie   Shakely,   Jim  Maloney,    J.   Walter  Harmon, 
The  attendance   last   Sunday  was  308. 
^^    Pictures  will  be  taken  at  the  Church  today   (for  those 

mm   cannot  3e  here  for  appo  i  ntments)  mon.   4—9,    tues. 

4-g,    Weo.    M-9,    Thurs.    U-9.       If   you   have   not    been 

CONTACTED    PLEASE     LET    THE    OFFICE    KNOW    BY    TODAY.        ONLY 
THOSE    BEING    PHOTOGRAPHED    WILL    RECEIVE    PICTORIAL 
Dl RECTOR  I ES. 

^P  Next  Sunday  -  Adoption  of  the  Budget   and   Election 

of  Elders  and   Deacons,     You  viu.   have  the  opportunity 

TO    PROPOSE    NOMINATIONS     (wITH    THAT    PERSON'S    PERMISSION) 
FROM    THE    FLOOR.        The    NEW    OFFICER    NOMINATIONS     FOR 

Elders  and  Deacons  are  ab  follows:  Elders  -  Howard 
Bolam,  Walter  Harmon,  Wally  Feoeh,   Deacons  -  John 
Recman,  Bos  Dellen,  Earl  Wogan,  Don  Kingsley,  Bill 
Thompson,  Steve  Vargo,  Norma  Knauer,  Richard  Mangel. 
If  you  want  to  vote  make  sure  you  are  here  Nov.  2nd. 
Sunday  -  Nov.  9th  is  Christian  Enlistment  Sunday  - 

PLEASE  RETURN  YOUR  COMMITMENT  CaRDS  BY  THAT  SuNOAY- 

"Teach  us  that  it  is  better  to  give  than  to  receive, 

BETTER  TO  FORGET  OUSELVES  THAN  TO  PUT  OURSELVES 
FORWARD.  9ETTER  TO  MINISTER  THAN  TO  BE  MINISTERED 

unto.  »  —  Henry  Alfdrq 

yollejuall   [;irls   14+,    Bible   Petitions,  f,      vPj?/JUt 

i/elcorne   Visitors 


"The  Kosher 
Text:  2  Kings  23:3 
AHD  THE  KING  STOOD  BY  A  PILLAR, 


AND  MADE  A  COVENANT 


my *iiK  the  lord,  to  walk  jujteh  thk  lord,  asp  tuteeP 

Hrl    JDTOKNDHKH'l'S  AMU  MIS  '1'Edl'IHoHlES  SSJ  His  STATUTES 
WITH   ALL    HIS  HEART    AND   ALL  HTS   SOUL,    TO  PFBBOHMF  THK 
'■"fflBft   OJ1   THIS    COVENANT   THAT   WERE   WRITTEN    IN   1'HIS   BOOK. 
■  D   ALL  THE  PflOPLE  JOINED   IN   THIS   COVENANT,. 

Sd.     ptuxe:   2  Kings   23:1-14 

(story  priest/Rabbi  &   ham  dinner) 
Expl  KUMUt'Ji=L!eremon  clean, But:  also  fit  &  proper 
Idea  clean  food  not  only  ritualistic, but  gud  hygient 
No  refrig  &  pork  etc  spoil 
But  as  oft  case  rits  got  6ut  hand  &  infest  temp 
with  idols,  prostitues  etc. 
But  640  BC  Josiah  king  a?  8,  &  reign  31  yrs 
Dad  Amon  wicked  reign  2  ji  6  murdered 
In  18  yr,(26  yrs  oldf.send  Shaphan  scribe  2  temp 
2  pay  workers  4  re-bild 
Hilkiah  hi-prieat  found  book  Law  hid  temp 
Shaphan  return  king  tell  find  book,&  he  read  2  ki 
Jos  tear  clothe  send  4  Hilkiah, Shaphan, son, Achbor  & 
Asaiah  2  servants  king, 
they  go  Huldah  profetess,  she  say: 
God  angry  defile  temp  &  will  destroy, but  after  deth 
Jos  Bcuz  he  show  sorrow, 
NOW  WE  STAR!'  OUR  SCRIP  THIS  AM; 
Jos  asem  Bids  &  leads  of  Judah  at  temp, he  read  book 
&  this  Deut  writ  Mos  600  yr  B4 
this  hook  now  model  4  reform  &  Jos  does  remain  chaj 
Read  Text  Covenant 
ist  King  b?  yrs  cleanse  temp  &  Jos  Kosher  King 
he  want  temp  B  clean  spotless  no1  or  nation  can 
liv  apart  from  G 
h   jg  any  instit  lik  Ch, start  rt,lit  by  lit  nu  thots 
ideas  &  Bgin  2  change  4  worldly  things. 

Ch  of  Mart  Luth  etc  &  Ch  trun  from  G 
(Illustration  Shirl  &  I  in  England  3  yrs  ago) 
contrast  tfiis  with  Hnfrlan  Rev.  Stone  saw 
(Illust  Church  1  Foundation) 
Ch  is  big  &  this  generality,but  quest  wat  Ch  is  & 
find  it  U  &  Me.   WE  R  ch.  We  mak  gro/decline,tfe  Refori 
or  not  J 

Sumtime  get  wrong  ide„  ref orm=story  man  reform  4  gi: 
Mils  muug  idea  lufurm  Lru  i'Bfui'Ul  lliak  selves  HuPiS 
&  spotless  &  no  judge  we  rt  others  wrong 
jet  No  1  in  order  1st 
If  think  US  ch  A*0k  need  look  hard  facts 
migration  Paul  Harvey  stats  g  ?g  ago) 


"The  Kosher  KinS!" 
Text:  2  Kings  23:3 

Scripture:  2  Kings  23:1-14 

Ku  '■'     ■-"'-■"■  • 

(Story  Prip-it  ft.  J»w  fe  ham  rH^p^^ 

^exe'-^ie  »cnp  prior  2  23:  - 

J  4  .ah  8  yr,king  in  640  BC,Amon  father 
in  18yr  reign  (26  yr)  Shaphan, Hilkiah  temp  renov 
Shaphan  return  read  book,  Jos  tear  clothes 
Jos  send  4  Hilkiah, Shaphan  &  son,Achbor  &  Asiah 
&  send  Huldah  profetess  &   she  say  G  destroy, 
but  after  Jos  deth 
Sxegete  Script  23: 
TEXT: 
IsT  king  65  yr  cleanse  temp  &  Jos  KOSHER  KING 
no  nation  can  liv  apart  from  G 
Danger  any  instit  lik  ch  start  rt,but  nu  idea 
creep  in  &  it  change 
Hart  Luth  &  reformers  found  this  worldy  ch 
(Illustration  Shirley  &.   I  England  3  vr  ago) 
contrast  this  Eev.  samual  Stone 
l mii^ftT-a-hirip  Cfiurch  1  Foundation  &   Rev.  S^one) 

Ch  is  big  &  >we  speak  generalities, 
but  wat  is  ch?   We  R  ch,we  tnak  gro/decline  ,we  reform 
Sumtime  wrong  idea  reform 
{story  boy  reform  4  girl) 
This  wrong  idea,  we  reform  selves  &  no  judge  other 
Get  #1  in  order  1st 

If  we  think  USA  is  A-Ok,  need  look  hard  facts 
(Illustration  Pmil  Harvsy  &  st-tistica) 
Sir =  then  Watergate, political  graft, greed, corrup  et 
PV  .a   &  family,  pre-mar  sex, marijuana 
Ch  no  influ  Ince  was  &.   cannot  B  wen  ch  mems  can 
do  everything  except  cum  2  ch  on  Sun  mom 
Wp,  need  reform, 
We  need  KQSHKH  KIMG  our  land  &  churches, 
&  this  Kosher  King^s  J  a  X-n    in  hnrtB|li^  p»«p 
Reform  starts  with  indiv  &  then  only  can  spred 

R  we  will  do  this  our  ch? 

"   2  "  "  mak  this  ch  shin  examp  But  &,  commun? 

If  so  lets  B  about  it  &  stop  fool  G  &  selves  by  go 

thru  motions  ea  week, 
Thos  sincer  want  change  selves  &  cong,  let  us  join 
Y     cov  prayers  &  supplications  2  G,  2  change  us, 
i_j  nation  &   the  CHURCH. 


Since  then  Watergate,  corrupt, greed  etc 
Pres  &  family  mak  startling  statements  pre-mar  sex 
marijuana. 
We  need  sumthing  lik  Kosher  King  our  land  2day 

Ch  no  influence  once  was  &  can  C  this  wen  ch  mems 
can  do  everything  except  cum  2  ch  Sun  Morn 
Re-form  must  Bgin  with  indiv  &  only  then  can  spj*?d  __ 
We  need  mak  nu  coven  G,  &  let  Js  Xp  Bcum  Kosher 
King  our  harts  lives  _ 

READ  TEXT) 
k   we  wiTl  do  that  this  Ch? 
R  we  will  mak  this  cong  shin  examp  4  But  &  Commun? 

If  so  let  us  B  about  it, 
but  if  not  then  let  us  stop  fool  G  by  go  thru  motion 
ea  week 
Thos  sincer  want  chang  self  &  cong  let  us  join  nu 
prsyers  &  supplications  2  G  2  work  this  chang  here 
&  now. 


"The  Kosher  King!" 

2  Kings  25:3 

And  the  king  stood  by  a  pillar,  and  made  a  covenant  before  the  Lordt  to  walk 

'  "rer  the  Lord,  and  to  keep  His  commandments  and  His  testimonies  and  His  stat- 

Uves  with  all  his  heart  and  all  his  soul,  to  perfunm  the  xxisisai  words  of  this 

covenant  that  were  written  in  this  book.  And  all  the  people  joined  in  the 

covenant. 

Scripture:  2  Kings  23:1-14 

At  a  community  dinner  a  priest  and  a  Rabbi  were  seated  side  by  side.  During 
the  couse  of  the  meal  they  formed  a  warm  relationship.   The  meat  which  was 
served  was  ham.  The  priest  ate  four  large  slices  and  commented  upon  the 
good  quality  of  the  meat.   The  Rabbi  naturally  ate  none.   The  priest  wanting 
to  tease  him  a  little  asked,  "Rabbi,  when  are  going  to  become  liberal  enough 
to  eat  ham?"  The  Rabbi  quickly  replied,  "At  your  wedding  Father  Kelly,  at  your 
wedding." 

I  am  sure  we  have  all  heard  of  the  Jewsih  observance  of  only  eating  foods  which 

are  considered  clean,  or  Kosher.  The  word  Kosher  not  only  means  ceremonially 

clean,  but  it  has  come  to  mean  fit  and  proper. 

The  idea  of  eating  clean  food  and  abstaining  from  unclean  food  was  not  only 

ritualistic,  but  was  also  good  xxn±  hygiene.  Since  the  Jewish  people  did  not 

have  refrigeration,  foods  such  as  pork  would  spoil  easily  and  the  parasites 

ffould  infest  the  meat  and  cause  sickness  and  disease.  But  as  is  so  often  the 

case  with  ritualism  it  got  out  of  hand.  The  rituals  of  doing  certain  things 

and  eating  certain  things,  and  acting  in  a  certain  way  overcame  all  sense  of 

proper  religion  and  worship  of  God.  The  people  had  gotten  so  far  out  in 

their  religion  s±n  and  worship  that  they  had  infested  the  temple  with  idols 

of  all  kinds.  But  in  the  year  640  B.6.  a  man  named  Josiah  became  king  of  Judah 

and  he  reigned  for  31  years, 
at  the  tender  age  of  8.  His  father  Amon  had  been  murdered  because  he  had 

been  an  evil  and  wicked  king. 

In  the  18  year  of  Josiah1 s  reign,  which  would  have  made  him  about  36,  he  sent 

Shaphan  a  scribe  to  the  Temple  to  inform  Hilkiah  the  High  Priest  that  he  was 

to  pay  the  men  who  were  working  to  repair  the  Temple.  While  Shaphan  was  there 

Hilkiah  told  him  that  he  had  found  the  book  of  the  law,  hidden  in  the  temple. 

Rhaphan  read  it,  and  returned  to  the  king  and  informed  him  he  had  taken  care 

of  the  errand  upon  which  he  was  sent.  He  informed  Josiah  that  Hilkiah  had 

found  a  book  of  the  law  and  he  then  read  it  to  the  king. 

When  Josiah  heard  what  was  being  read  he  tore  his  clothes  in  shame  and  despair. 


-2- 
atHx±atocsBicfcx»±ik±KtoctliKXES±K«xpK±HKlnf;  So  he  sent  for  Hilkiah  the  high  priest, 

i  for  Shaphan  and  his  son,  for  Achbor  and  ftxxixft  Asaiah  two  of  his  servants, 
and  he  asked  them  what  must  be  done.  These  men  were  commanded  to  seek  what 
God  wanted  done  in  this  situation.  So  these  men  went  to  the  prophetess 
Huldah  to  consult  with  her. 

Her  reply  was  that  God  was  going  to  destroy  Judah  because  its  king  and  peo- 
ple had  turned  to  the  worship  of  idols  and  had  defiled  the  temple.  But  be- 
cause Josiah  had  been  turned  to  WSKKBOBOatlaOBBtkt   sorrow  and  contrition  God 
was  not  going  to  cause  this  to  happen  until  after  Josiah' s  death. 
It  is  at  this  point  that  we  arrive  at  our  scripture  for  this  morning  and  we 
find  that  Josiah  has  assembled  all  of  the  elders  and  the  other  leaders  of 
Judah  at  the  Temple.  Josiah  reads  to  all  the  ps*  people  the  book  of  the  Law. 
This  book  was  the  book  of  Deuteronomy  written  by  Moses  and  so  some  600  years 
following  the  death  of  Moses,  Josiah  used  the  Book  of  the  Law  as  a  model  for 

form.  In  the  following  versesof  the  2Jrd  chapter  of  2  Kings  which  we  did 
not  read  is  to  be  found  the  remainder  of  this  story.  There  is  much  too  much 
material  to  be  covered  in  one  sermon  and  xa  this  morning  we  are  dealing  with 
just  the  reform  which  was  started  and  instigated  by  Josiah. 
In  order  to  get  the  people  back  to  a  correct  worship  of  God,  Josiah  makes  a 
new  covenant  with  God  and  he  has  the  people  join  in  it  as  well.   (TEXT) 
This  made  Josiah  the  first  XsxbKxxXxHg  king  for  approximately  65  years  to 
cleanse  the  Temple  and  to  strive  to  get  the  people  back  into  a  covenant  re- 
lationship with  God.  We  could  say  from  this  then  that  Josiah  was  the  Kosher 
King-   He  was  concerned  with  cleaning  up  the  mess  that  many  others  had  made. 
He  wanted  the  Temple  and  the  Worship  of  God  to  be  pure  and  spotless.  He 
discovered  that  an  individual  and  a  nation  cannot  live  apart  from  God  and 
survive. 

ais  is  the  danger  that  is  inherent  in  any  institution  such  as  the  Church. 
It  starts  out  on  a  small  scale  and  advances  and  grows ,  and  little  by  little 
it  begins  to  change  because  those  who  are  leading  jgegin  to  innovate  and  add 
new  thoughrs  and  new  idea*.  This  is  what  happened  with  the  church  during  the 
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life  and  times  of  Martin  Luther  and  the  other  reformers.  The  church  had  taken 

i  a  completely  different  image  and  was  being  used  for  worldly  things  and 
was  turning  from  the  things  of  God. 
tja*H5fcrafe±Hw:xB:gxftHxipc»:fcMgx&x%ta^ 

When  Shirley  and  I  were  in  England  5  years  ago  we  saw  the  appaling  decline  of 
the  Churches  and  Christianity  there.  Vast  cathedrals  which  would  hold  sever= 
al  thousand  people  were  having  50  to  100  people  come  to  services  on  Sunday. 
What  was  even  more  alarming  was  the  fact  that  the  religious  leaders  did  not 
seem  to  be  too  concerned  about  it.  They  passed  it  off  as  being  one  of  the 
signs  of  the  times.   Contrast  this  with  the  England  which  Rev.  Stone  saw. 
(Illustration  of  Rev.  Stone  &  The  Church's  One  Foundation) 

But  it  always  so  easy  to  stand  back  and  look  at  an  organization  and  to  criti- 
cize what  needs  to  be  done  here  and  there.  When  we  speak  of  the  church  we 
are  speaking  in  generalities  for  it  is  something  that  is  large  and  difficult 
or  us  to  imagine  all  of  it.   But  when  we  begin  to  question  just  what  is  the 
church,  we  realize  that  it  is  you  and  me.   We  are  the  church.  We  are  what 
makes  it  grow,  or  impedes  its  progress.   We  are  the  people  who  can  bring 
about  reform  in  the  church  today.  But  when  we  speak  of  reform,  we  sometimes 
get  the  wrong  idea  of  reform.   We  are  something  like  the  fellow  who  told  of, 
(story  of  man  reforming  and  then  deciding  he  was  too  good  for  his  girl). 
This  is  the  wrong  way  to  go  about  reformation.  True  reform  is  to  make  our- 
selves what  we  should  be,  and  to  make  ourselves  pure  and  spotless,  and  iatic 
±lraxH±iHtEx*KiiHii  not  judge  ourselves  alongside  the  other  fellow  and  drawxthe 
conclusion  that  we  are  right  and  the  other  person  is  wrong.  Just  worry  about 
putting  old  number  one  in  order  first. 

If  we  believe  that  the  church  is  A-OK  in  the  United  Spates,  we  need  to  look 
at  some  hard  facts. 

^Read  statistics  compiled  by  Paul  Harvey  2  years  ago.) 

This  should  give  us  some  idea  how  much  influence  our  churches  have  in  our 
land.  We  irewixsxiEHxhiEE  can  readily  see  that  we  have  nee*  of  something  like 


The  Kosher  King  of  xxuxkx  Judah  in  our  land  today.  Especially  when  we  hear  and 

re    that  the  president's  wife  advocates  pre-marital  sex  for  her  daughter,  if 

that  is  what  the  daughter  wants,  and  the  president's  son  makes  a  pronouncement 

about  marijuana  and  the  president  remains  silent.  All  of  these  things  are  an 

indication  of  the  inner  decay  which  is  rampant  because  the  Church  today  does  not 

stand  as  the  main  force  of  «sk  society  or  the  world. 

And  we  cannot  expect  much  more  when  we  see  our  church  members  abfte  to  do  so 

many  more  things  on  Sunday  morning  except,  Come  To  Church. 

must 
Reform  aaaxaaxx  begin  with  the  individual  and  then  only  can  it  spread.  We  need 

to  make  a  new  covenant  with  God.  We  need  to  do  as  the  Kosher  King  Josiah  and 
hi3  people  did,  (read  text  again.) 

Are  we  willing  to  do  that  here  in  this  church?  Are  we  willing  to  accept  the 
challenge  of  making  this  congregation  a  shining  example  for  Butler  and  the 
surrounding  area?  If  we  are  then  let  us  do  it.  But  if  we  aren't,  then  let  us 
s  p  rsoaxxjtfSxStani  trying  to  fool  God  by  going  through  the  motions  of  this  each 
week.  Only  God  can  look  into  our  individual  hearts  and  lives.  If  you  sin- 
cerely want  to  work  a  change  in  yourself  and  in  our  congregation,  then  I  ask 
you  to  Join  in  renewed  prayers  and  supplications  to  God  to  bring  forth  a 
change  in  us,  For  those  of  you  who  want  this  to  happen,  let  us  join  together 
in  prayer. 


ST.   PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,   Pennsylvania 
Twenty   Fourth   Sunday  After  Pentecost       November  2,    1975 
Rev,    Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Eugene  Stephenson,   Organist 
Mr.   Ralph  Cooper,    Choir   Director 
Nancy  Link,    Brian  Kennedy  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  ■AORSHIP  -    1  I  »O0  A.M. 
Prelude  Wusic:  "Chanson"  Gaul 

"Autumn"  Chaminade 

Please   remain  silent  during  chimes 

'Processional  Hymn  Mo.    21      "Joyful,    joyful,   we   adore  Thee" 

'Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

'E*hortat ion 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "0  Lord,  whose  way  is  perfect,  help  us, 
we  pray  thee,  always  to  trust  in  thy  goo p ness!  that,  walking 
with  thee  and  following  thee  in  all  simplicity,  we  may  possess 
quiet  and  contented  minob,  and  may  cast  all  our  care  upon  thee 

FOR    THOU    CAREST    FOR    US ',     FOR     THE    SAKE    OF    JeSUS    CHRIST    OUR    LORC . 

Amen. " 

'Kyrie  (Choir,    Congregation  and  Pastor) 

'Assurance  of   Pardon  -   Choral  Amen 

•Praise 

'Pastor;      '0   Lord  open  our   lips, 

'People;     And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy   praise 

•DOXOLOGY  No.     551 

Scripture!  Ephesians    I:   3-14 

Hymn  of   the  Month  No.    1+33   "T°   Thee,    0   Lord,    our  heartb  we 

•Affirmation  of  Our   Faith   (Apostles1    Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
•Call  to  Player 

'PabtorJ     The  Lord  be  with  you. 
'People'      And  with  thy   spirit. 
'Pastor:      Let  us   Pray 
'Prayer   and  Prayer   Response 
Offering 
••*  Offertory  "Pastorale" 

Anthem!  "Faith  of  Our   Fatherb"      arr 

Sermon;  "THE  DIVINE  XI" 

Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer.  „ 

Wymn  of  Dedication  No.  243  Make  me  a  captive,  Lord" 
'Budget   Pr  —  entat  I  on 

NoMiNATio    *f  Elders   and  Deacons 


Sta 1 ner 


O'Donnell 
by  Fred  War  1  no 


•Benediction  and   Three  Fold  Amen 
Pobtlude!  "PostluoIum" 

------   ----  'Congregation    Standing  -  -  -  -  - 

The  Lovely   Flowers  on  the  Altar  have   been  placed  by 
Mr.   &  Mrs.   Robert  Ta i t  to  the   "Glory  of  God." 
Serving   as  Ushers    today  are;      'Allen  Botacchi,    John 
Redman,    Dan  Bosko,    Robert   Knauer   and  Charles   Penar. 
Elder  and  Mrs.   Paul  Campbell  will  represent   Council 

at   the   door  today. 
the  attendance   last   sunday  was  213- 
?»  Hospitali ?eo :     Roy  Pflugh 

Nursery  will   be  provided  today  by  Mrs,   Baro  Vargo, 
Mrs.    Doris   Zavacky,    and  Ellen  Master.  ■ — \ 

— ^«  Today   -  The  adoption  of  the   Budget  and   the  Nomination 
and   Election  of  Elders   and   Deacons, 
Mon.    -  7:30  -  Women's  Mary  Prugh   Circle  Meeting. 
^  Wed,.-  7:30  -  Church  Council  Meetino. 

Thurb.   -  The   Newsletter  will  be   published  -  please        — — •  ■ 
,  have   all  material   in  by  wednesday. 

Thurs.   -   Bible  Study   in  the  Undercroft  -   1  :GO. 
Bill  Pflugh  would   like  to   thank    the   Youth,    Women  and 
Men  who   helped   him  during   the  month  of  October  to 
wheel  patients   to  services   at  Veterans   Administration 
Hospital. 
Bea  Tait  would   like  to  thank   all  those  who   helped  with 
the  calling  for  the  pictorial  dl  rector  i  es , all  those 
that  participated   in  haying  their  pictures  taken  and 
for  the  Hostesses  -  Mrs.   Margaret  McClymonps,   Mrs. 
Ann  Williams,    Shirley  Riemer  and  Mrb.   Grace   Riddle, 
Earl  Wogan  would   like   to   thank   the  Congregation  that 
sent  GET  WELL  wishes,    cards   and   prayers   while  HE  WA8 
in   the  hospital, 
Sunday  -  November  23ro,    is  our   yearly  Thank  Offering 
Service  -   it   is   also  American   Indian  Sunday.      Your 
Thank  Offering   envelope  will   be  found   among  your 
regular  Sunday  Offering   envelopes    in  your  packet. 
Next  Sunday   is  Chribtian  Enlistment   Sunday  -  Please 
return  your  commitment  cards  via  the  offering  plate 
or  mai l  them  sack. 
Next  Sunoay   after  the  Service  all  Under   Shepherds  will 

PICK    UP    THEIR    MATERIAL    IN    THE    PROW    OF     THE    SANCTUARY, 

We   need  men  to  VISIT   some  of  the  older  men    IN  OUR 
Congregation   (this    is   a  great   need   now)   please  oontact 

|  THE    OFFICE    NOW.  _      -,    -  m^r 
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"The  Divine  X  !" 
Text:  Ephesians  1:4,5 

ACCORDING  AS  HE  HATH  CHOSEN  US  IN  HIM  BEFORE  THE 
I   NDATION  OF  THE  WORLD,  THAT  WE  SHOULD  BE  HOLY  AND 
WITHOUT  BLAME  BEFORE  HIM,  IN  LOVE.   HAVING  PREDEST* 
INATED  US  UNTO  THE  ADOPTION  OF  SONS  BY  JESUS  CHRIST 
TO  '  TMSELP,  ACCORDING  TOVTHE  GOOD  PLEASURE  OF  HIS 
WIL_. 

Scripture:  Ephesians  1:3-14 

lEfffciH^xtkixxwsmk 

(Illustration  farmer  &  Repub  speaker) 
Voting  this  week  but  long  B4  man  voted  G  did. 
G  voted  &  it  stir  harts/minds  countless  peop  of  Xp 
John  Calvin  8=  Jacobus  Arminius  ty 

Presby  &  Predestin  of  Jn  Calvin 
Arminius  &  Free  Choice 

Presdestin=  sum  2  B  sav  others  doom  regardless  liv 
Free  Choice=man  free  2  choose  salv  or  not 

Scrip  AM  speak  predestin  &  doctrines  cum  from  it 
READ  TEXT:  Selection  of  G  &  this  show  He  vote 
Exegete:  Creation  Ad  &-  Ev  2  B  frutful  &  multip 
&  hav  domin  o'er  animals  etc. 
This  G  elect  &.   place  Dreine  X  mankind 
Man  turn  from  G  &  G  must  vote  again 
this  time  Noah,  then  man  get  worse  again 
G  vote  &  choose  Abraham  &  Covenant 
Then  G  elect  Isaac  &  this  time  G  choose  indiv 
over  another  indiv.  He  cud  chose  Ishmael,but  no 
Then  Jacob  over  Esau,  Saul  over  others, 
David  over  bros  &  soo  on  down  thru  ages 
r-   elect  thos  peop  com  ord  who  develop  spec  qual  4G 
B\^_  no  stop  OT, 
G  elect  Eliz  bear  4run  Mess,  Jn  Bap 
G  elect  virg  Bcum  mother  Js  Xp  Son  of  G 
Up  2  &  incl  Js  G  place  Div  X  bring  redemp  2  peop 
After  Js  elect  discip,Paul  etc. 
which  brings  round  2  U  &  me 
Just  where  we  stand  elect  of  G?  R  we  part  Div  X? 
Read  text:  P  say  we  chosen,  chosen  mean  selected 

Itvno  automatic  but  can  cum  2  G  thru  Js  Xp 
Js  say  U  no  choos  me ,  I  hav  chos  U 
P  say  stipulation  2B  HOLY  &  BLAMELESS 
Holy  Gr  mean  separate  &  B  difftCh  diff  other  bldgs 
Minister  diff  other  peop,Xpian  diff  other  peop 
"LLUSTRATION  GIRL  PARENTS  DIE  SHE  TAK  OVER) 
j-'his  wat  B  Holy  shud  mean  2  us,  that  we  select  by 
Div  X  &  this  mak  us  diff 


Blameless:  Orig  Gr=perfect   AMOMOS 
Wat  G  require  4  us? 

Js  say,  B  ye  perf  eve  as  Path  in  hvn  is  perf 
Quite  order  right? 

-But  we  know  can  no  reach  perf  this  lif 
&  only  achieve  wen  reach  etern  with  G 
Js  no  mean  we  reach  this  lif,  but  it  goal  wc'  2 
It  a  quality  which  motivate  us  liv  as  shud 
2  B  perf  is  2  4sake  all  sin, evil  that  keep  us  from 
G's  will  4  His  children 
Ther4  we  2  B  x^szt  distinct  &  apart  from  thos  who 
no  follow  Js 

(Illustration  Pastor  &.   Son  who  dying  &.   no  fear  deth) 
How  many  us  project  image  Js  Xp  2  our  children? 
To  the  world? 

This  wat  G's  elect  all  about 
Altho  P  say  predestin  &  Jn  Cal  wofck  out  doct  this, 
there  still  free  choice, 
but  yet  not  even  like  Arminius  propose 

G  may  chos  us,&  selec  us  2  B  part  Divine  plan 
But  we  still  hav  choice  whether  will  truly  follow 
&  accept  His  Son  as  our  Sav. 
Just  where  do  we  stand  in  God's  Divine  election? 


"The  Divine  X!" 

Text:  Ephesians  1:4  &  5* 

/-cording  as  He  hath  chosen  ms  in  Him  before  the  foundation  of  the  world t   that 

should  be  holy  and  withoutvblame  before  Him,  in  love.  Having  predestxnate  d 
us  unto  the  adoption  of  sons  by  Jesus  Christ  to  Himself,  according  to  the  good 
pleasure  of  His  will. 

An  old  farmer  kept  interrupting  the  Republican  speaker  to  announce  that  he 
was  a  democrat. 

"And  why  are  you  a  Democrat,"  may  I  ask?  the  speaker  finally  exploded. 
"Well,  ray  father  was  a  Bemocrat  and  his  father  before  him." 

"Supposing  your  father  was  a  fool,  and  his  father  before  him.   What,  accord- 
ing to  your  argument  would  you  be  then?" 
"Oh,  then,"  said  the  farmer,  "I'd  be  a  Republican." 

This  week  we  will  once  again  be  voting  once  again,  and  so  naturally  our  minds 

are  thinking  in  the  realm  of  politics  and  political  parties  and  candidates. 

But  long  before  man  ever  held  an  election,  God  did,  God  voted,  and  it  was  si 

that  election  which  has  stirred  the  hearts  and ninds  of  many  countless  people 

in  Christianity.  The  controversy  stems  from  two  different  sources.  One  is 

the  teaching  and  thinking  of  John  Calvin,  and  the  other  is  the  teaching  and 

'■hinking  of  Jacobus  Arminius. 

Those  of  you  who  are  perhaps  of  Presbyterian  background  are  familiar  with 

the  doctrine  of  Pre-destiantion  which  John  Calvin  worked  out.  Arminius  was 

in  disagreement  with  this  and  he  held  to  the  doctrine  of  Free  Choice. 

Now  basically  what  Pre-destination  means  is  that  God  has  willed  or  elected 

that  certain  people  are  pre-destined  even  before  birth  to  live  a  life  and 

re-gardless  what  they  may  they  do  they  are  Pre-destined  by  God  to  be  saved. 

Khile  others  are  pre-de»fcined  even  before  birth  to  live  a  life  regardless  of 

an  over 
what  they  may  do,  they  are  pre-destined  to  be  damned.  Now  this  is  DratkxHjpcxx 
simplification  of  what  Pre-destination  really  is. 
axxs±M?iHxax4xsxxfei±w*xasxwKXE3nrxpaKxilaiyxBtBE)cxfejt 

Arminianism  holds  on  the  other  hand  that  man  is  a  free  agent  and  he  has  the 

free  will  or  choices 

MX$±  to  come  to  God  or  not.  This  too  is  an  over  simplification  and  it  holds 

a  little  more  than  just  a  choosing  to  accept  Christ  or  not. 
^ut  basically  then  we  can  see  that  there  are  sides  to  be  taken  „s  far  as 
human  beings  are  concerned.  Our  Scripture  for  this  morning  speaks  of  pre- 
destination and  it  is  from  this  that  Calvin  and  Arminius  and  the  others  have 

formulated  their  doctrines. 
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Our  text,  (read  4  &  5)»  for  this  morning  speaks  specifically  of  this  selection 
b'  "iOd.  But  to  completely  understand  how  God  voted  and  held  an  election  Msoqc 
we  need  to  start  at  the  beginning. 

At  the  creation  of  the  world  and  then  the  creation  of  mankind,  Adam  and  Eve, 
God  let  it  be  known  what  purpose  He  had  for  mankind.  God  took  Adam  and  Eve 
and  told  them  to  be  fruitful  and  multiply  and  to  subdue  the  earth,  and  to  have 
dominion,  or  authority  over  all  of  the  creatures  of  the  earth  and  the  sea. 
This  was  God's  election  where  He  placed  His  Divine  X  upon  mankind. 
But  we  know  what  happened  then,  for  man  turned  from  the  perfect  life  and  en- 
vironment which  he  was  created  to  enjoy,  and  he  turned  against  God  and  sinned. 
Then  God  held  another  election  and  this  time  He  chose  Noah  and  his  family 
because  of  all  of  the  people  they  were  the  only  ones  who  were  righteous.  So 
God  destroyed  the  creation  with  the  flood  and  spared  Noah  and  his  family. 
After  the  death  of  Noah  things  became  a  little  worse  again  and  so  God  held 
Dther  election  and  this  time  He  chose  Abraham.  God  made  a  covenant  with 
Abraham  that  He  would  be  His  God,  if  Abraham  and  his  family  would  be  God's 

people.  Abraham  follows  God  and  he  prospers. 

first 
Then  Isaac  is  elected  by  God  and  this  marks  the  isxfc  time  an  individual  is 

elected  by  God,  over  another  individual.  God  could  have  chosen  Ishmael,  but 
instead  He  chose  Isaac. 

Then  we  see  that  God's  election  follows  down  thorugh  the  years,  Jacob  is 
chosen  over  Esau.   Saul  is  chosen  over  others,  David  is  chosen  over  his 
brothers,  Solomon  is  chosen  over  his  brothers  and  so  on  down  through  the  ages  . 
In  instance  after  insfciaiKKg  instance,  God  has  elected  those  people  from  -he 
ranks  whom  He  wanted  to  serve  Him.  In  instance  after  instance  these  people 
were  just  common  ordinary  people  who  developed  their  special  qualities  for 
the  service  of  God. 

it  God's  election  oi  Divine  X  did  not  stop  atbthe  Old  Testament.  God  elected 
a  womqn  named  Elizabeth  jeb  who  was  sterile  to  become  the  mother  of  the  fore 
runner  of  the  Messiah,  and  this  was  John  the  Baptist.  Then  God  elected  a 
young  virgin  named  Mary  to  become  the  mother  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  very  Son  of 


-5- 

God.  So  up  to  and  including  Jesus  Christ  xhkxx  we  see  that  &s&kx.     The  Divine 
X   i   placed  in  the  life  of  individuals  to  bring  about  redemption  for  God's 
people.  This  was  finally  accomplished  through  Jesus  Christ,  but  God  did  not 
cease  to  hold  elections  after  this.  We  know  that  He  elected  the  Disciples  of 
Jesus,  and  then  Paul,  and  all  of  the  others  who  down  through  the  years  have 
preached  and  proclaimed  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Which  brings  us  around  to  you  and  me.   Just  where  do  we  stand  in  this  election 
of  God?  Are  we  a  part  of  The  Divine  X?  If  we  look  at  the  4th  verse  of  our 
Scripture  we  see  that  Paul  tells  us  we  have  been  chosen.  To  be  chosen,  means 
that  we  have  been  selected.  It  doesn't  mean  that  this  is  automatic,  but  it 
means  that  we  have  had  the  opportunity  to  come  to  God  through  Christ,  and 
since  we  have  seen  fit  to  accept  this  opportunity  we  are  a  part  of  God's 
Divine  X.  Jesus  reminds  us,  "Ye,  have  not  chosen  me,  I  have  chosen  you." 
But  there  is  a  stipulation  placed  upon  this  Divine  Selection  and  Paul  tells  us 
i   is  to  be  Holy  and  Blameless. 

To  be  holy  in  the  sense  of  what  the  original  Greek  meant  was  to  be  separated 
from  others  and  a  sense  of  being  different.  A  church  is  to  be  holy  because  it 
is  different  from  other  buildings.  A  minister  is  to  be  holy  because  he  is 
different  from  other  people.  A  Christian  is  to  be  holy,  because  he  is  differ- 
ent from  other  people. 

(Illustration  of  girl  whose  parents  died  and  she  took  over  family) 
Tjjris  is  what  being  holy  should  mean  to  us.  That  we  have  been  selected  by  the 
Divine  X,  and  this  should  make  us  different,  this  should  make  us  holy  and 
separated. 

The  second  word  that  Paul  points  out  in  our  text  is  the  word  blameless,  or 
wothout  blame.   In  the  original  greek  again  it  meant  to  be  perfect.  What  is 
God's  requirement  for  us?  Jesus  said  ktafc  "Be  ye  perfect,  even  as  your  Father 
9  is  in  heaven  is  perfect."  Now  that  is  quite  an  order.  But  when  we  under- 
stand that  we  cannot  reach  perfection  in  this  life,  and  will  only  achieve  it 
when  we  reach  eternity  with  God,  then  we  can  look  at  being  perfect  in  another 
way. 


To  be  perfect  as  Jesus  was  suggesting  does  not  mean  we  attain  it  in  this  life, 
but   lat  it  be  a  goal  toward  which  we  strive.   It  becomes  a  quality  which  is 
our  motivation  to  live  as  we  should.  To  be  perfect  would  be  to  forsake  all 
sin,  all  evil,  and  all  things  that  are  against  God's  fwx  will  for  His  children. 
Therefore  we  are  to  be  apart  and  distinct  from  all  other  people  who  are  not 
followers  of  Jesus  Christ. 

(Illustration  of  Pastor  and  Son  who  was  dying  &  no  fear  of  Jesus  if  he  IhhXx  is 
like  Dad.) 

How  many  of  us  project  an  image  of  Jesus  Christ  to  our  children?  To  the  world? 
To  those  who  do  not  believe  in  God?  This  is  what  God's  Divine  Election  is  all 
about.  Although  Paul  says  there  is  an  element  of  predestination  in  all  of  this, 
and  John  Calvin  worked  out  a  doctrine  of  predestination,  there  is  still  that 
other  element  of  choice.  God  may  have  chosen  us  and  selected  is  to  be  a  part 
of  His  Divine  plan.  But  we  still  have  the  choice  as  to  whether  we  will  truly 
fo   iw  ^im  andaccept  His  Son  as  our  Saviour.  Where  do  we  stand  today  in  God's 
Divine  Election?. 


ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED   CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvani  a 
Christian  Enlistment  Sunday  November  9i     '975 

Rev,    Ralph  C*    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Eugene  Stephenson,    Organist 
Mr.    Ralph  Cooper,    ChoIR  Director 
Nancy   Link,    Brian  Kennedy  -   Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -    I  I :O0  A.M. 
Prelude;  "Salute" 

Please    remain  silent   during  chimes 

♦Processional  Hymn  No.    272        "Love  divine" 

*Ascr i pt I  on  -   Choral   Amen 

•Exhortation 

♦Confession    (In  Unison)    "0   Goo,    who  makest   thyself   known 
in  the  stillness;   let  us   feel   thy   presence    in   this  sacred 
place;   make  u8   to   be   of  the   company  of  brave  saints   who 
have  worshipped  k'cre    in  spirit   and    in  tru  th  *,   through   the 
voices   of  men   and   the    instruments   of  praise   give  os   to    l 1  ft 
our  heart  to  thee?    and   so,   0   lflrcl,    purify  our   lives  that, 
going   forth    i nto   the   world,    we  may   go    in  thy  strength  and 
in   thy   love;    through  Jesus   Christ  our  Lord.      Amen." 

*Kyrie  (Choir,    Congregation  and   Pastor) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 

•Praise 

*Pastqr:      '0   Lord  open   our   lips. 

*People*      And  our  mouth   ©haul  show   forth   thy   praise 

•Ooxology         No.    55 1  Set    3crip    in  Bib  B4 

Scripture:  Joshua  9:    16-27    ch- /bring  &  tak  Bibs 

Hymn  of   the  Month  No.    tp>3   ffTq    Thee,    0   Lord,    our  hearts  we 

•Affirmation   of  our   FA)th    (Apostles1  Creed)  raise1* 

*Glori a   Patri 

•Call  to  Prayer 

*Pastqr  ;      The   Lord   be  with   you. 
*People!     And  with   thy  spirit* 
•PftSTofil       Let    us    Pray. 

*Prayer  ano   Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory  "He  Bringeth  Peace"  Clarke 

Dedication  of  Under  Shepherds 

Anthem:  "Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic"  Steffe 

Sermon:  "WAT   DOES   EVERYONE  LIKE?" 

Prayer  a        Lord's   Prayer 


*Hvmn  of  Dedication  No.   252      "Take  Thou  our  minds" 
Postludei  "Cortege  De   Tr iomphe"  Wi lbon 

-------    -*C0NQREQATI  ON    StANO|IMG     -------- 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  seen  placed  by 
Mrs.  Margaret  McClymcnds  to  the  "Glory  of  God" 

Serving  as  Ushers  today  are!  *Wally  Feder,  John  Snow, 
Mont  MacKiwney,  James  Malonev  and  Steve  v>rgo. 

Deaconess  Mrs.  Joan  Master  will  represent  Council  at 
the  door  today. 

MURSERY     IS     PROVIDED    TODAY    BY     Qru     RenSEL,      LlNDA 

McMjllim   and   Patty   Basehore. 
The   attendance   last  Sunday  was   203- 
*^^  Hospitalized:      Roy   Pflugh  ^Cw*/W 

-  T~w.w    AFTER    THE    WORSHIP     SeR  V I  Ce  Q^UNnER     SHEPHERDS     WILL 

*^^      MEET     IN     THE    SftNCTUARY    PART    WAY    BACK?**'  P I CTURES    WILL 
BE    TAKEN     IN    THE    SANCTUARY     IMMEDIATELY     FOtLOWl NG     THE 

Service.  f/&    *//■  J/ffi&f    ft 

Tonight  -  7:3^  "  Youth  Choir  Practice  pt/^f  f  **ft JffijHj 
Wed.  -  7:30  -  Golden  Circle  "Christmas  Craft  Night"  ^* 
Thurs.    -   Nqv.    20  -    is   the   Butler  Area  Laymen's   Assoc^ 

iation   -    Father   a  wo  Son  Night   anq    Dinner   at   Gx^O  P.M. 

at  ST.    John's   UCC,    Evans  City  -   Nov.    Ig    is   the   last 

DATE  TO  MAKE  RESERVATIONS  -  BoS  TaIT,  B I LL  PfLUGH 

and   Paul  Pfabe   have  tickets. 

Anyone    10  years   of   age  or   older   who  would   like  to    become 
an   Acolyte,    or    anyone  over    13  *H0   wishes   to   not    be   an 
Acolyte   anymore  -   please   let  Mrs.    Killean  or  Mrs. 
Williams   know  now.      The  new  chart  will   be  made  up 
soon  and  the  training  session  for  new  acolytes  will 
se    in  the   near    future. 

Your   gifts   on  Thankoffer i ng    Sunday,    Nov.    23  *l  LL  help 
make   "American   Indian  Sunday"  -   Check   your  Sunday 
Offering   Envelope   packet    for    the  special  Thawk- 
offer  i  n(j    env  elope  . 

Next  Sunday   -  The  Pastors   and   the  Congregation  of 
Community  Alliance  Church    invite   you  tot-he   Dedica- 
tion Service  of  the   new  Church   and    Educational 
Facilities   Sunday  Afternoon,    Nov.    16,    at   3  o'clock  - 
SOO  Mercer  Road. 
^^^    If   you   had   a  Bible  ordered   -  please  rck     it  up    today   - 

THERE  ARE  A  FEW  ADDITIONAL  BIBLE  (f  YOU  STILL  NEED 

ONE  FOR  THAT  SPECIAL  CHRISTMAS  GIFT.  t//^ 

Mr  &  Mrs  Kenneth  Weitael  50th  Nov.  12/^  .,,.  ,t  ,  /*•./* 
Welcome  visitors, Lee *Mrs  Childers 
SEMINAR  IN  FEB. 


"What  Does  Everyone  Like?" 

Text:  Joshua  9:22,  AND  JOSHUA  CALLED  FOR  THEM,  AND 

HE  SPOKE  UNTO  THEM  SAYING,  WHY  HAVE  YOU  BEGUILED  US, 

S   TNG,  WE  ARE  VERY  PAR  FROM  YOU;  WHEN  YE  DWELL  AMONG 

US; 

Scrioture:  Joshua  9:16-27 

Wha . ..  Does  Everyone  Like? 
Answer  would.  vary:child=candy,cake ,teenager=sports 
GM=Baseball,Hot  Dogs,  Apple  pe,  Cheverolet 
This  omit  footb,hamburg,coco  or  pie, other  cars 
But  ther  1  thing  all  like  &  will  try  prov  it 
Scrip  AM  strange  doings  city  Gibe on  &  other  3 
This  actual  end  story  &  need  baktBak  2  begin  chap 
•FVTcjftFnrg.  News  Jerico ,Ai  destruc  spred  &  kings, rulers 
band  2gether  2  fite  Is. 
But  Gibeonites  decid  trick  Is  in2  treaty 
Had  lerned  G  giv  Mos  instruc  destroy  land  B4  them 
Old  wineskin, clothes, shoes, patched  torn,  ragged 
Dust  on  donkeys, themselves  mak  appear  travel  long  dis 
Thus  prepar  they  cam  camp  Isites  &.  presented  2  Josh 
They  ask  treaty  peace  &  get  Bcuz  Josh, Isites  no_ 
chek  with  G  bout  this 
3  day  later  word  leak  sumhow  peop  no  from  far  nation 
Sugi  Isites  go  Gibeon  nearby  cities  &  find  it  tru 
Isites  kno  bin  trick, but  Bcuz  treaty  no  kill  them 
Josh  call  Gibites  2gether  &  question  bout  this, 
He  say,  TEJT  itataalJchB-xjixtatXh^yHicxtegxgkxHrf 
"T&toxfcirexKCjEtgiHXTraxMnrfcx&xiExaat 
They  say  no  want  killed  &  he  tell  they  B  Slavs 
Josh  no  understand  &  he  ask  WHY  YOU  TRICK  ¥8? 
&  wen  add  quest=WHAT  DOES  EVERYONE  LIKE?  we  hav 
Answer  2  both  quests 
&ib_ves  just  lik  us  &  they  lik  wat  we  lik  &  that 
WINNER*  Who  likes  a  Loser?  Do  not  all  want  2B  assoc 
with  WINNER? 
perhapcU  nev  thot  as  Ch  B  Winner, but  this  Ch,&  cong 
stand  4-th  as  Winner,, 
Why?  look  past  yr  &  go  over  things  tak  place  cong. 
Go  outside  &  look  &  C  physical  evidende. 
Compar  wat  peop  kk&k  use  2  ask  &  wat  ask  now 

Strangers  tell  me  this  progressive  ch.  &  2  me=Winnei 
2  easy  relapse, fall  bak  wen  need  2  mov  4-ward, 
we  bless  Bcuz  put  thing  prop  perspect  &  G  bless 
This  stewardship  serm  in  case  U  wonder 
1nce,  agin  U  ask  tak  nu  look  wat  giv  2  G, 
TVs  "giv  Bcuz  hav  2?  Do  giv  Bcuz  He  bless?  R  we  will 
mak  sacrifice  2  mak  House  a  Winner? 
1st  yr  went  several  thous  QVer  budgeti  tnis  JT 

we  lucky  if  break  even. 


The  day  of  5  &  10  stores  is  over, 

Yet  this  wat  many  still  do  2  ch,  nickel  &  dime  2  det: 
A**1'  Y  churches  small  membership  can  bild,add  on  = 
Bcuz  good  portion  peop  tithe  &.  giv  2  G  wat  shud 
giv. 
Show  me  expansion  of  churches  &  I  will  show  U  a 
church  of  dedicated  peop  who  giv  Bcuz  they  lov  God 
There  much  we  need  2  do. 
1  big  thing  is  an  all  purp  bldg  can  use  suppers } 
Bball  pract tvollball  prac,  Soup  Salad,  SS  classes 
etc. 
Not  bldg  divide  cell  blocks,  but  bldg  can  use  all 
purp.  5 

Many  say  negative  &  disagree, 
but  2  long  hav  sit  on  hands  &  refuse  2  mov  ahead 
Need  step  out  in  faith. 
G  honors  those  who  sho  faith  &  trust  Him  2  provide, 
G   s  not  mocked,  As  ye  sow,  so  shall  ye  reap. 
Ii  feel  &  du  otherwise  we  no  Blieve  G's  promises 
concerning  His  provision  4-  thos  seek  do  His  will, 
(ILLUSTRATION  MISERLY  MAN  &  ROTTTBM  Qt.t>  tja^tpt?) 
We"  naed.  an  co  trnxs  a  ixvcj-e ,  ~~ 
let  our  conscience  prick  us  a  little  about  how 
small  our  love  is  2  God. 
God  not  only  loves  a  cheerful  giver,  but  He  loves  a 
Winner,  and  He  proves  it  by  His  blessings  upon  those 
people  and  Churches  who  are  willing  2  do  His  will 
What  Does  Everyone  Like?  and  especially  God? 
Winners,  that  who,  Bcuz  they  are  completely  His. 


"What  Does  Everyone  Like?" 

Text:  Joshua  9:22,  "And  Joshua  called  for  them,  and  he  spoke  unto  them,  saying, 

'Why  have  you  beguiled  us,  saying,''We  are  very  tfar  from  you;' 
when  ye  dwell  among  us?'" 

Scripture:  Joshua  9:16-27 

'What  Does  Everyone  Lie?"  The  answer  to  this  question  would  vary  depending  on  who 
was  asked.  A  child  might  respond  that  candy  and  cake  was  what  everyone  likes. 
General  Motors  tells  us  that,  "Baseball,  Hot  Dogs,  Apple  Pie,  and  Cheverolet,"  are 
what  everyone  likes.  This  of  course  leaves  out  football  and  other  sports,  hamburg 
ers  for  those  who  do  not  prefer  hot  dogs,  coconut  cream  pie  for  those  who  do  not 
think  apple  pie  is  the  greatest ,  and  other  brands  of  cars  for  those  who  do  not 
prefer  Cheverolet.  So  we  can  readily  see  that  is  becomes  quite  a  problem  to  stqte 
that  there  is  something  fclot  which  everyone  likes.  But  I  believe  there  is  one 
thing  that  everyone  does  like  and  I  would  like  to  try  to  prove  it  to  you  this 
morning. 

In  our  scripture  for  this  morning  we  read  of  some  strange  doings  in  the  city  of 
Git  n  and  three  other  nearby  cities.  We  are  actually  looking  at  the  end  of  the 
story  and  in  ordervto  understand  the  whole  story  we  need  to  backtrack  and  go  to 
the  beginning  of  the  chapter.  Perhaps  you  may  want  to  turn  to  this  in  your  Bibles£ 
The  news  of  the  destruction  of  Jericho  and  Ai  spread  throughout  all  of  the  surr- 
ounding kingdoms  and  the  kings  and  rulers  banded  together  to  fight  Israel  and 
save  themselves  from  the  same  fate.  But  the  Gibeonites  decided  that  rather  than 
be  annihilated,  they  would  try  to  trick  the  Israelites  into  a  treaty  and  thus 
save  themselves  from  destruction.   Tney  had  somehow  or  other  determined  that  if 
they  could  trick  the  Israelites  into  believing  they  were  from  a  great  distance, 
a  treaty  could  be  worked  out.  They  had  learned  that  God  told  Hoses  and  Joshua 
to  clear  the  land  of  the  people  in  the  nearby  nations. 

So  they  took  all  of  their  old  worn  and  ragged  wineskins  and  put  these  on  their 
donkeys.  They  used  old  sacks  for  their  provisions,  and  put  on  old  and  patched 
sht  ,  and  sandals,  and  the  most  ragged  and  dirty  clothes  they  had.  T^ey  must 
have  dusted  themselves  and  their  donkeys  with  dust  to  make  it  appear  that  they 
had  traveled  a  great  distance.  Thus  prepared,  they  came  into  the  camp  of  the 
Israelites.  They  were  presented  to  Joshua  and  immediately  they  told  of  their 
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long  journey,  flnd  asked  for  a  treaty  of  peace.  They  explained  that  they  had 
he  1  of  the  fame  of  Joshua  and  the  Israelites,  and  how  God  had  led  them  from 
Egypt.  They  showed  the  worn  out  clothing  and  the  ragged  condition  of  their 
equipment,  and  Joshua  and  the  Israelites  not  bothering  to  ask  God  avout  this, 
took  them  at  face  value  and  signed  a  peace  treaty  with  them. 

But  about  3  days  later,  word  leaked  out  somehow  that  these  people  were  not  from 
a  far  off  nation,  but  were  instead  close  neighbors  of  the  Israelites.   So  some 
of  the  Israelites  went  to  Gibeon  and  the  9  nearby  cities  and  they  discovered 
that  itvwas  true,  the  Israelites  had  been  tricked  by  these  nearby  people.  But 

because  of  the  treaty  they  had  made  together  they  did  not  kill  them. 

Joshua  called  the  Gibeonite  -leaders  together  and  he  questioned  them  about  this. 

He  asked,  (Text,  verse  22).   He  informed  them  they  would  now  be  spared,  but  they 

would  be  slaves  of  the  Israelites.  The  Gibeonites  explained  that  they  knew  they 

would  be  destroyed  like  the  people  of  Jericho  and  Ai,  and  because  of  this  they 

we^  willing  to  become  slaves  if  discovered.   couldn.t  understand  all  this  &  he 

Now  from  this  story  we  see  xkxkxxx  that  even  T~ -In*  tM&ffl(T^?\f[\r\^'^ir^ar!A**~tib 
.  questioned 
M the  purpose  for  these  people  $m   wanting  to  trick  the  Israelites  as  they  did. 

He  asked  why  did  you  trick  us?  And  when  we  scxkxtkHxsxnHXHaiiiikiHii  add  the  quest- 
ion, "What  Boes  Everyone  Like?",  we  can  answer  both  the  question  of  Joshua  and 
our  question.  The  Gitteonites  were  people  just  like  us  and  they  liked  what  all 
of  us  like  and  that  is  a  WINNER.  "What  Does  Everyone  Like?"  A  WINNER?  How 
many  of  us  want  to  be  identified  with  a  loser?  How  many  of  us  like  to  be  on  a 
losing  team?  So  I  think  the  obvious  answer  we  can  give  is  that  everyone  likes 
a  winner  and  wants  to  be  identified  with  it. 

The  Israelites  were  winners,  and  were  goijig  to  be  winners  in  the  futrue,  and  the 
Gibeonites  wanted  to  get  on  the  winning  team.  They  knew  it  was  not  going  to 
serve  much  purpose  if  they  were  annihilated.  But  if  they  joined  with  the  winners 
g^^iixxkiaashxRaHiMiia^  they  would  continue  to  live. 

I  believe  that  all  of  us  like  winners  whether  it  be  in  the  area  of  sports,  or 
in  business,  or  even  in  the  church.  How  many  of  us  want  to  be  i?  a  part  of 
any  organization  that  is  losing?  Perhaps  you  have  never  thought  of  the  church 
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in  this  light,  but  for  your  information  this  church,  this  congregation  stands 
f c   h  as  a  winner.   Why  is  this  so?  Look  at  this  past  year  and  go  over  the 
things  which  have  taken  place  within  the  organization.  Look  at  your  personal 
lives  and  see  if  they  have  not  been  enriched.  Ask  yourself  if  you  have  grown 
spiritually,  and  see  how  and  where  you  have  changed.  You  only  need  to  go  out- 
side of  this  building  and  look  at  the  brickwork  and  you  will  see  there  have 
been  physical  improvements.  People  istixHsxat  used  to  ask  me  if  the  church  I 
was  pastor  of  was  that  dirty  red  brick  church  on  the  corner,  across  from  where 
the  man  had  the  beautiful  yard  and  roses.  Now  they  ask  me  if  I  am  ahe  pastor 
of  that  new  looking  church  that  is  across  from  where  the  man  used  to  have  the 
pretty  lawn  and  roses.   You  see  it  makes  a  difference,  and  needless  to  say  it 
gives  me  an  added  sense  of  pride  in  what  we  have  done  and  can  do. 
Strangers  who  come  here  tell  me  ix  we  have  a  progressive  growing  church  hu 
here,  and  to  me  that  speals  a  winner. 

B\   it  is  so  easy  once  something  has  been  accomplished  to  sit  back  and  have  a 
relapse.   The  thing  that  needs  to  be  done  is  to  continue  in  the  forward  thrust 
and  to  continue  to  grow  and  mature.  This  can  be  done  only  if  we  are  each  will- 
ing to  do  the  things  that  are  necessary  to  remain  a  winner.  I  believe  that 
we  have  been  able  to  do  the  things  we  have  done  because  God  has  blessed  us,  and 
He  has  done  this  because  we  have  been  willing  to  place  things  in  their  proper 
perspective  and  place  God  first  in  our  church  life. 

But  we  cannot  stop  with  that,  we  must  continue  ts   in  the  same  gein.  You  are 
being  asked  once  again  to  take  a  new  look  at  what  you  are  willing  to  contribute 
to  the  work  of  the  Lord.   Our  giving  should  be  determined  by  how  much  we  love 
Sod.   Do  we  give  because  we  feel  we  have  to,  or  are  we  motivated  by  a  real 
love  to  give  because  He  has  blessed  us  with  all  we  have?  Are  we  willing  to 
make  sacrifices  to  continue  to  make  His  House  a  Winner? 

W   lave  made  strides  in  the  past  several  years  but  we  still  have  things  that 
need  to  be  done.  One  big  thing  that  needs  to  be  done  is  to  add  an  all  purpose 
building  besdie  our  church.  I'm  not  talking  about  some  elaborate  structure 
dividaa  up  into  little  rooms  and  cells.  But  instead  a  building  that  can  permit 


the  seating  of  a  large  group  of  people  where  no  one  must  peek  around  a  pole  to 
see   A  building  which  will  permit  our  ladies  to  serve  Soup  and  Said  without 
running  hither  and  yon  to  do  so.  A  building  which  will  permit  us  to  have  our 
young  people  practice  basketball  without  paying  some  other  organization  in  the 
city  and  enormous  sum  for  a  one  hour  practice  a  week.  A  building  that  will  per- 
mit us  to  use  for  all  general  purposes  and  to  be  of  use  not  only  to  us  but  to 
the  community  if  necessary. 

I  hear  all  kinds  of  things  contrary  to  this  but  the  fact  remains  if  we  want  to 
remain  a  winner  and  to  do  things  as  God  wants  them  done,  we  need  to  step  fort  h 
in  faith.   God  honors  those  who  place  their  faith  in  Him,  and  seek  His  help  in 
mirving  His  church  forward.  If  you  feel  otherwise  or  have  the  negative  view, 
then  you  do  not  believe  God's  promises  concerning  how  He  will  provide  for  those 
who  seek  to  do  His  will. 

(Illustration  of  miserly  man  &  "Squirm  old  nature!") 

Thi   is  how  God  wants  all  of  us  to  come  to  Him.  For  God  not  only  loves  a  cheer- 
ful giver,  but  He  loves  What  Everyone  Likes,  a  winner.   God  likes  winners  be- 
cause He  knows  they  are  completely  His, 


ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Sutler,    Pennsylvani  a 
ttf/enty-slxth  sunday  after  pentecost  november   16".,    1975 

Rev.    Ralph  C.    Lenk,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Eugene  Stephenson,    Organist 
Mr.    Ralph  Coqper,    Choir   Director 
Robin   Knauer,    Mark   Fry  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -    I  I  (0©  A.M. 
Prelude  :  "Process  i  qnal"  DuBo  i  s-Gu  i  lmant 

please   remain  silent  during   chimes 

*PR0C£SS I ONAL    HYMN    No  •      I  ©M-        "ALL    HAIL    THE    POWER    OF    JeBLJS  l 

■Ascription  -  Choral  Amen  name" 

*e*hohta7 i  on 

•Confession    (In  Unison)    "0  Goo,    our  Ruler,    give   to    every 
State   a   peeper   sense   of   human  brotherhood,    a   new  respect 
for  man   ano  reverence   for  woman,    new  lovaltv    in  service* 
compunction   ano   charity,    new  happine&s    in   work    and  justice 
in  reward!   that  our  homes  may  be   restored    in   thee,    our  c  i  t  i  eis 
rebuilt,    and  all  the  world  may   reflect   the   radiance  of  the 
throne  which    js    eternal    in  the  heavens,      amen.11 

*Kvri e  (Choi r,    Cqn&regat ion  and   Pastor) 

^Assurance   of   Parpqn  -   Choral  Amen 

*Praise 

•Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips, 

"People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 

*OoKOLOGV 

Scripture;!  Deuterdn-0Mv   6s    I-I5 

Hymn  of  the  Month  No.   1+33  "To  Thee,   0  Lord,    our  hearts 
"Affirmation  of  our  Faith  -  we   raise1' 

(Statement  of   Faith    in   the    front   two   or    thi-el 
page's  of  the  hymnal) 
*Glori a  Path  I 
*Call   to   Prayer 

*Pastor:      The   Lord   be  ^Ith  you. 
*PeopLeJ      And  with  thv   spirit. 
*PastqrS      Let  us   Pray* 
*Pr*.yer  and   Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory  "Meditation"  Sergisson 

Anthem!  itGo   Down,   MobesJ11  arranged  sy   Cain 

Sermon;  "FOUR    IN  HANOI1' 


Prayer  and   Lore's    Prayer 
*Hvmn  of  Dedication  No*    202   "Holy  Bible,    book   divine" 

Postlude  :  "Sort  r  e1[  Slake 

--------  *congregati on   standing  ------- 

The:  Lovely   Plovers   on  the   Altar   have   been  placed   by 

Julee  and   Lisa  Vargo    in  honor  of  their  Mother  and 

Fathervs   Wedding   Anniversary  -   Nov,     IS. 
Serving   as   Ushers   today  are:      *Davip   Curtis,    Robbie 

Vinroe,    Robert  Dellen,    Brian  Pfabe,    and   Steve   Smith. 
Deacon  and  Mrs.    Paul  Pfabe  will   represent   Council 

at   the  door  today. 
Nursery  will    be   provided  today   by  Mrs.    Bertha 

HoLLEFREUND,  SUE  HOLLEFREUND  AND  LYNNE  BqSKO. 

The  attendance   last  Sunday  wag  202. 
^^ Hasp  iTALrzEo :     UfS&.    Roy  Pflugh. 

Mono-ay  -   J'.OQ  -   Fidelity  Bible   Class 
2JP»Tues.    -   7130  -  All  Sunday   School  Officers    and    Teachers, 
and   the   Board  of  Christian   Education  will  meet    in 
the  Undercroft  with  Rev.    Snyder  and  Pastor. 
Thurs.    -    10:00  A.M.    -  Mary  Martha   Circle  Meeting  at 

the    home   of   Zitt    Thompson. 
Mow.    -    (Nov,     17)  -   7:00  -  WOMEN'S   FELLOWSHIP   BOARD 
MEET NIC 
^  Next  Sunday  -   Family   Thankoffering   Service   -    leq 

crawford   will   be  the   guest   speaker. 
^■•SEMINAR   coming    in  February  -   The  Pastor  needs    around 

20  PEOPLE  INTERESTED  IN  ATTENDING.    It  WILL  BE  HELD 

in  the   Pittsburgh  area.       \f   you  are    interested    let 
us  know    in   the   office."  registrations  6  weeks    in 

-^^_AOVANCE    CAN     J3AVE    jjj1^,  QQ_AP  I  ECE  *  JjS£~*  "'*      /l  '  f***f 

There   are   additional  Bible  in  the  Office,  if  you  would 
"like  to   have  one    let  the  Pastor  or   Sec'y.    know  - 
They_make  nice   Christmas   s_ifts   -   price    is   $8.95* 
^^  We  wish   to  congratulate  Mr.    &  Mrs.    Steve  Vargo  on 
their  7       Wedding   Anniversary  on  Tuesday* 

^^    We  HAVE  FOUR  PEOPLE  SIGNED  UP  FOR  THE  CHRISTMAS  PrqGRAM 

and  we  need   a   lot  more  to  sign  up    in  the  office. 

The  list   up   thru   June   for   Flowers   for   the  Altar    is 
being   circulated   today,      please   make  your  choice  now. 

This   Thursday   evening  -  U,C*C.    Laymen's    Father- 
Son    DINNER    AND     MEETING     AT     6:3°    P'M.      AT    St.     JOHN'S 

United   Church   of    Christ,    Evans   City.    Tickets    are 

AVAILABLE  FROM  BOB  Ta  |  T,   Bj LL  PfLUGH  AND  PaUL  PfABE. 

kknksgiv  Commun  3erv.  11/27 »  1st  Meth. 
welcome  visitors 
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"Pour  In  Hand!" 
Text:  Dent.  6:6-9 
Bcr^^ture:  Deut.  6:1-15 

(Illustration  little  Abie  in  school) 
Moses  1  litle  Jew  kid  gre  2  B  smart  mRnf 
Mo-   luv  &  rever  Jew  man  in  hist  4  Jewish  peop 
Wi-^te  1st  5  books  OT  called  TORAH  =  LAW 
Deut  is  1  thos  books  &  Deut  =  2nd  LAW 
laws  of  G  restate  &  retold 
pcrip  AM  portion  law,  (turn  2  this  scripture) 
Shema=twice  daily  &  Mos  credit  with  this , lie, rise  7 
A  CHARGE  2  peop=Love  4  G,  then  vs  6  put  in  harts 
Then  4  things  2  do 

1  TEA.CH  vs  7a,  apply  us  now  2day,  &  we  G  we  no  do 

37  mill  child  reCeve  no  relig  teach, 
This  why  juven  delinq.  How  much  we  teach?  How 
concern  we?  Do  ship  off  SS  &  no  lern  til  next  wk? 
Spiritual  things  in  home?  Or  is  all  secular? 

2  Talk  vs  7b=Mos  refer  2  law  &  commands,  but  we  Js  Xp 

Talk  wen  sit*  Wat  U  talk?  Most  peop  boob  tube 
Mos  say  Talk, talk, talk=this  I  say  2  couple  counsel 
Keep  lin  commun  ope,  sermons  serv  this  purp  4 
spiritual  lives 

?alk  wen  walk=convers ,wen  lie  down=prayer,wen  rise=pra 

Prayer  is  talk  with  G 

3  Bind  vs  8=Prob  Mos  speak  figur  no  literal,  but  Jew 

"Take  literal,  explain  phylactery 
our  lives  shud  show  4th  as  B  differ  &  distinguishat 

Our  every  action, word, shud  speak  4th  love, concern, 

4  others  &  show  we  follow  Js  Xp. 

4  Write  vs9=Again  Mos  speak  fig  &  no  literal 

xplain  Mezuzah 

our  house  shud  stand  4th  as  home  of  Xpian 

This  G's  message  from  Scrip  4  us 
Me s sage =  TEACH,  TALK,  BIND,  WRITE 
Were  Mos  able  giv  scrip  <^day  he"  tell  us  we  hav 
message  cud  call  "PttlW  TN  HAND!" 
Why  this  title?   Bcuz  it  can  B  held  in  Hand, 
.all  4  things  contain  in  h^re  faiBLE) 
2day"Nat  Bib  Sun  &  start  Nat  Bib  week  ~ 
fT1]Tif;tra<:inn  nf  Bible  givfin  in  will) 
"!es,  contains  buried  treasupe, (examp  signboard) 

Better  than  crown  jewels, (Shirley  &  I  saw, 
It  is  "FOUR  IN  HAND  &  needs  to  be  in  our  hands,  for 
&■   made  Bible  cum  about  4  that  purp, 
&  T,nese  4  things  need  B  taken  our  of  book,&  out  of 
hand  &.  into  our  lives  &.  lives  of  others. 


"Four  In  Hand!" 

Text:  Deuteronomy  6:6-9 

And.  these  words,  which  I  command  thee  this  day,  shall  be  in  thine  heart; 
an'"  ^hou  shalt  teach  them  diligently  unto  thy  children,  Rnd  shalt  talk  of 
thb™  when  thou  sittest  in  thine  house,  and  when  thou  walkest  by  the  way,  and 
when  thou  liest  down,  and  when  thou  risest  up.   And  thou  shalt  bind  them  for 
a  sign  upon  thine  hand,  and  they  Shall  be  as  frontlets  between  thine  eyes. 
And  thou  shalt  write  them  upon  the  posts  of  thy  house  and  on  thy  gates. 

Scripture:  Deuteronomy  6:1-15 

A  Jewish  boy  who  lived  xh  and  went  to  school  in  an  area  in  which  there  were  i?ery 
few  other  Jewish  children,  came  home  from  school  with  very  bad  report  cards. 
Each  time  he  told  his  parents  that  Anit-Seraitism  was  so  strong  that  he  didn't 
have  a  chance.  His  parents  who  were  vitally  concerned  that  their  son  should 
receive  the  most  from  his  schooling, decided  that  perhaps  they  needed  to  become 
Christians  like  all  of  the  other  people  around  them  and  thus  overcome  the  anti- 
Semitism  their  son  was  experiencing  and  also  improve  his  schooling. 
So  they  spoke  to  a  local  minister  gnd  joined  his  church,   They  awaited  the 
next  report  cards  with  great  anticipation.   When  the  boy  brought  them  home  they 
eagerly  took  them  out  of  the  envelope  and  discovered  there  was  no  improvement. 
Looking  arxxtexsx*a±liM  innocently  at  his  father,  little  Abip  explained, 
"Well,  you  know  Dad,  our  kind  can't  learn  as  fast  as  those  blamed  little  Jewish 
kids." 

Hose  was  one  of  those  little  Jewish  kids  who  grew  up  to  be  a  very  smart  Jewish 

for  the  Jewish  people 
man.   In  fact,  Moses  became  the  most  loved  and  revered  of  all  Jewish  men  in 

h<-  tory,  Moses  has  been  called  the  lawgiver,  as  the  one  to  whom  God  spoke  and 

personally  gave  the  laws  to.  Moses  is  the  man  who  is  credited  with  writing  the 

first  five  books  of  the  Bible,  called  the  'Torah.  Wgich  means  the  law.  One  of 

these  five  books,  the  book  of  Deuteronomy,  which  means  "The  Second  Law,"  is  a 

book  containing  the  laws  of  God  restated  or  retold. 

Thus  our  scripture  for  this  morning  involves  Moses  telling  a  small  portion  of 

the  law  which  the  Jews  were  to  keep  and  maintain.  But  more  specifically  it 

goes  into  dtetail  how  this  l„w  was  to  be  keptQ   Let's  turn  to  this  in  our  ^ibles. 

Moses  starts  out  by^instructing  the  people  in  these  laws  and  how  they  are  to 

know  them  in  order  to  do  them  ,  and  live  them  in  the  new  land  into  which  they 

are  going.  Then  Moses  sets  forth  what  to  the  orthodox  Jew  is  his  confession 

of  faith,  and  this  is  called  the  Shema,  vsss  4  &  5.  Moses  is  credited  with 

giving  the  Jews  instructions  for  the  reading  of  this  confession  twice  daily  as 

_'   nd  in  the  ?th  verse,  when  thou  liest  down,  and  when  thou  risest  up.  The 

simple  word  for  all  of  this  would  be  that  it  is  a  charge  to  the  people  feia  and 

thecomplete  thrust  of  their  litfe  was  to  be  one  of  Love.  Love  for  God.  And  if 

their  love  for  God  was  in  such  intensity  including  all  of  their -hearts,  souls, 
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and  mights,  they  could  not  help  hut  have  some  of  this  love  overflow  into  their 
liv   5  and  dealing  with  their  fellowman. 

But  then  Moses  goes  on  and  gives  them  four  very  fcasic  and  individual  things  they 
are  to  do.   Ijj.  verse  6  he  tells  them  the  words  and  ideas  they  are  hearing  from 
him  are  to  be  placed  within  the  heart.  When  we  place  things  in  our  hearts  we 
hold  them  a  little  closer  and  a  little  more  sacredly  do  we  not?  They  become 
something  special  for  us.   We  say  we  take  "Something  to  heart."  This  is  what 
Moses  was  instructing  them  to  do.  Then  he  gives  the  specific  instructions  as 
found  in  verses  7»  8  »  and  9« 

First  he  says,  "And  thou  shalt  teach  them  diligently  unto  thy  children."   He  was 
speaking  of  the  old  Jewish  Law,  and  the  old  Covenant.  People  sx  like  to  pass 
off  obligations  such  as  this  by  stating  that  this  applied  only  to  the  old  Jewish 
people  and  does  not  concern  us.  But  this  is  wrong,  for  God  did  not  inspire  this 
message  for  those  people  back  then.   It  applies  to  us  now,  today  and  we  better 
ta1   it  to  heart  and  do  it.  Look  at  our  world  and  in  particular  our  nation  and 
we  can  very  readily  see  that  we  are  not  even  scratching  the  surface  abou:/"*teaching 
our  children  diligently.  At  least  we  are  not  teaching  them  diligently  about 
God.  Not  when  we  snsmixEE  consider  that  over  37  milbion  of  our  children  receive 
no  religious  instruction  whatever.   And  then  we  wonder  why  so  called  juvenile 
delinquency  remains  one  of  our  most  frustrating  dilemmas  in  our  nation.  How  much 
religious  instruction  do  we  as  parents  impart  to  our  children?  How  concerned 
are  we  about  their  spiritual  lives?  Or  do  we  ship  them  off  to  Sunday  School  on 
Sunday  morning  and  let  some  teacher  pump  a  few  thoughts  into  their  heads  of  a 
religious  nature,  and  let  it  go  until  the  next  week?  Sbexwk 

Moses  goes  on  and  gives  the  second  specific  instruction  which  is  a  follow-up  of 
the  first.  He  says,  "And  shalt  talk  of  them  when  thou  sittest  in  thine  house, 
and  when  thou  walkest  by  the  way,  and  when  thou  liest  down,  and  when  thou  risest 
ui    He  says  "TALK"  of  them.  He  is  of  course  referring  to  the  lawa  and  command- 
ments of  God  as  they  knew  them.  We  would  interpret  this  as  being  TALKING  of 
Jesus  Christ  snd  how  He  should  live  and  rule  in  our  lives.  He  says  TALK  ofc 


-3- 

them  when  you  are  sitting  in  your  house.  What  do  you  talk  about  when  seated  in 
you  house?  Or  is  your  house  like  the  average  American  household  where  the  booh 
tube  takes  preference  over  all  conversations?  One  of  the  scourges  or  plagues  of 
our  present  day  age  is  the  television  set.   It  has  all  but  destroyed  conversation 
in  more  homes  than  enough.  It  has  brought  more  growing  marriages  to  a  standstill 
because  people  are  so  a  sorbed  in  it,  they  forget  their  husbands  or  their  wives. 
We  need  to  start  shutting  the  tube  off  and  begin  to  share  things  as  husbands  and 
wives,  and  as  families.  This  is  what  Moses  was  talking  about.  He  was  also  say- 
ing that  as  we  walk  through  life  together  to  talk,  talk,  talk.  This  is  one  piece 
of  advice  I  keep  telling  people  who  come  to  me  for  pre-marriage  counseling. 
Talk,  talk,  talk,  to  one  another.  When  the  conversation  ceases,  the  marriage 
nranqtxfcxmnr  cease  to  grow  and  other  forces  come  into  play  at  this  point.  Keep 
talking,  keep  the  channels  of  communication  open  in  order  to  grow.  This  we 
need  to  do  in  our  spiritual  life  as  well.  This  is  one  purpose  thats  sermons 
se-  e  in  case  you  have  ever  wondered. 

Moses  was  also  saying  that  we  are  to  talk  about  our  spiritual  life  when  we  lie 
down,  and  this  would  be  when  we  go  to  bed.   What  is  the  last  thing  we  should 
have  our  children  do  and  then  we  ourselves  do  before  we  go  to  sleep?  Pray  to 
^od  and  talk  to  Him  about  the  day,  and  ask  His  blessing  for  the  night.  And 
what  is  the  first  thing  we  should  all  do  before  we  rise  up  in  the  morning?  Pray 
to  God  and  talk  to  Him  about  the  day  before  us  and  thank  Him  for  the  blessings 

of  the  night. 

Then  Moses  says  that,  "Thou  shalt  bind  them  for  a  sign  upon  thine  hand,  and  they 
shall  be  as  frontlets  between  thine  eyes."   He  was  telling  these  Jewish  people 
to  use  what  came  to  be  known  as  EKXEXSX  PHYLACTERIES.   These  were  little  leather 
prayer  boxes  worn  ipon  the  forehead  and  the  wrist  of  the  Orthodox  Jew.  And  they 
are  still  worn  today  by  them.  Moses  was  probably  figuratively  speaking  of  wearin 
a   .gn  of  religion  upon  the  forehead  and  wrist,  and  the  Jews  interpreted  this 
literally.  2kHX*  The  Phylactery  worn  upon  the  forehead  was  divided  into  4  com- 
partments, and  each  contained  a  scripture  from  the  Old  Testament.   The  passages 
jre;  Ex  13:1-10,  11-16,  Deut.  6:4-9,  11-15-21. 
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These  scripture  writings  are  written  on  parchment  and  are  very  initio ulously  writ- 

ter  dth  no  erasures.  The  xtoca^  head  phylactery  was  firmly  sewn  by  12  stitche  s 

one  for  each  tribe  of  Israel.  The  strap  of  the  head  phylactery  was  tied  at  the 

like 
back  of  the  head  in  a  knot  shaped  fey  the  Hebrew  letter  Daleth.  On  the  left  si  de 

of  the  phylactery  is  the  3  pronged  letter  SHIN,  and  on  the  right  it  had  4  prongs, 

presumably  to  keep  the  4  passages  of  scripture. 

The  arm  phylactery  has  only  one  compartment  and  it  contains  all  4  scriptures  on 

one  parchement.   It  is  fastened  to  the  armn  by  a  long  strap  which  is  wound 

seven  times  around  the  atsmx  arm  and  then  around  the  middle  and  ring  fingers. 

left 
When  the  arm  ia  bent  the  pouch  lies  over  the  heart.   Its  know  represents  the 

Hebrew  letter  YOD,  and  this  letter  along  with  the  letter  SHIN  on  the  sides  of 

the  head  phylactery,  and  the  letter  DALETH  on  the  head  spelled  SHADDAI  or 

Almighty,  one  of  the  names  of  God  in  the  Old  Testament. 

The  symbolical  sense  of  the  phylacteries  is  summed  up  in  this  manner: "Put  your 

hf  i,  your  hand,  your  heart  at  the  service  of  God,  as  a  memorial  of  His  having 

brought  you  out  of  Egypt." 

Now  what  Moses  was  saying  to  these  people  does  not  mean  to  us  that  we  should 

wear  phylacteries  upon  our  heads  and  our  arists  to  show  we  are  Christians,  but 

it  applies  to  us  in  that  we  should  be  identifiable  as  Christians.  Our  lives 

should  show  forth  a  difference  which  ia  distinguishable  from  other  people.  Our 

TTWTFy  every  action  should  speak  forth  of  love  and  concern  for  others  and  show 

that  we  are  followers  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Then  Moses  says,  "And  thou  Shalt  write  them  upon  the  posts  of  thy  house  and  on 

thy  gates."  Again  it  is  questionable  whether  Moses  meant  this  lieterally  or 

figuratively.   But  the  Orthodox  Jews  to  this  day  have  a  little  box  suspended  o 

the  doorposts  of  their  houses  containing  these  4  portions  of  scripture  on  one 

side  of  a  parchment,  and  on  the  other  side  is  written,  SHADDAI.  This  is  calle  d 

e   ezuzah. 

And  again,  Moses  hks  message  for  us  would  be  to  live  in  such  a  way  that  our 

very  house  stands  forth  as  the  home  of  a  Christian  family,, 

Now  when  we  look  at  this  we  see  very  definitely  that  there  are  4  things  which 
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stand  forth  as  God's  message  for  us  from  this  Scripture.   The  message  is: 
Tear  ,  Talk,  Bind,  and  Write.   Were  Moses  able  to  give  us  the  rendering  of  thise 
Scripture  today,  I  believe  that  he  would  tell  us  that  here  wa  have  a  message 
we  could  call  "Four  IN  Hand!".  And  why  this  title?  Simply  because  all  of  it 
can  be  held  in  our  hand.   God'S  Word,  THE  BIBLE.   Today  is  National  Bible  Sunday 
and  marks  the  beginning  of  National  Bible  Week,  But  like  so  many  other  things 
it  becomes  lost  in  the  shuffle  of  other  business  except  the  real  business  of  life 
and  the  Lord's  Work. 

Yes,  it  can  be  called  "Four  In  Hand"  simply  because  in  this  book  are  to  be  found 
maxx.   treasure  than  riches  that  far  outshines  or  outweighs  the  crown  jewels  of 
England.  I  have  seen  the  crown  jewels  of  England  in  both  Scotland  and  in  London, 
and  none  of  them  outshines  Jesus  Christ  as  the  Jewel  of  God  come  to  earth. 


• 


ST*    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 

Butler,    Pennsylvani a  ■ 

Thank  Offering   SundaV  November  23»    '975       ' 

Rev.   Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mr.    Leo   Crawford,    Guest 
Mrs,    Eugene  Stephenson,    Organist 
Mrs.    Cyndie  Svbert,    Youth  Choir   Oj  rector 
Robin  Knauer,   Mark  Fry  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -    11:00  A.M. 
Prelude  Music:  "A  Pilgrim's   Song  of  Hope"        Batiste 

"A   Song   of  Thanksgiving"  Allitben 

Si  lent  Praveh 

•Processional   Hymn  No*    7^      "Now   thank  we   all  our  God" 

•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen  Chet   Stauffer,    Liturgist 

•Exihortatjon 

•Confession    (In  Unison)    "Most  Gracious   Sod,    by  whose 
appointment   the  seasons  come  and   go,    anp   vhq   makfst   the 
frusts   of  the   earth   to   minister  to  the   needs   of  men,    h'e 
offer   thee  our    thanksgivings  that   thou  hast   brought  ub 
through  the  circuit  of   another   year,    and    that  according 
to   thy  promise,    seedtime   and  harvest  have   not  failed* 

We    THANK    THEE     THAT     THOU     HAST     PROSPERED     THE    HUSBANDMAN 
IN     HIS     TOIL,      AND     HAST     CftOWNEO     THE     YEAR    WITH    THY    GOODNESS. 
WE     PRAtGE    THEE,     THE     GIVER    OF     ALL    GOOD     GIFTS,     FOR    THE 
PLENTIFUL     HARVESTS     TO     FEED     THE    HUNGRY     AND     MJNI5TER    TO 
OUR     COMFORT.         At    THE     REMEMBRANCE    OF     THY     BOUNTY    WE    OFFER 
UNTO     THEE     THE     SACRIFICES     OF     OUR    THANKSGIVING,      AND     PRAY 
THAT    THOU    WILT     FEED     OUR     SOULS    WITH    THE     BREAD     OF     LlFE.     AMEN. " 
*Kv« ( E 

•Assurance   of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Lay   Person:       '0   Lord  Open  our   Li  pa. 

•People!  Anc   our   mouth  shall  show  forth  thy   pra(3 

•Doxology 
Scripture   Lesson:  I    Chronicles    16:   7~3^  Boa  Babehor-e 

Hymn  No,    H^k  "Come,    Ve   Thankful  People" 

•Affirmation  of  our    Faith        (Apostles1    Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
Thankqffering   Concerns  Boe  Basehore 

Offering 

Offeptirv  "Phi  ere11  Gul  lmant 


I NGATHERl NG  SERVl CE 

Leader;  Let  us  pray,  0  God,  who  are  the  giver  of 

EVERY  GOOd  AND  PERFECT  GIfT. 

Response:  Pratse  and  glory  be  unto  Thee. 

Leader:   In  gratitude  for  all  tht  mercies,  and  for  the 

hope  of  thy  unfailing  grace* 
We  dedicate  our  lives. 

To  the  teaching  of  Jesus'  way  of  life;  to  the 

proclamation  of  thy  gospel  in  our  land  and  in 

lands  across  the  sea, 
Response:  We  dedicate  our  efforts. 
Leader:   To  the  MtNiSTERiNG  or  the  sick  and  the  aged, 

TO  THE  TRAINING  OF  LITTLE  CHILDREN  TN  THE 
KNOWLEDGE  OF  GoO. 

We  dedicate  these   boxes. 
to    the   efforts   for  ending   poverty   and  malnu- 
trition among  the   less   fortunate   and   helping 
to   bring   them  better  health  and    in  building 

THE  MlNGDOM  OF  GoD. 

We  DEDICATE  OUR  LIVES,  OUR  EFFORTS,  OUR  GtFTB. 

Receive   them,    0   Goo,    and   use  them  to  thy   glory. 

For  Jesus,    qur  Redeemer's   sake,    Amen. 
"Let  there  be  peace  on  earth"  Miller-Jackson 

Introduction  of  Speaker  Chet  Stauffer 

Sermon:  "THE  GRACE  OF  GRATITUDE" 

Prayer   and   Lord's    Prayer 
•Hymn  of   Dedication   No.    259   "Because    I    have  been  given 

Benediction  and  Three   Fold  Amen  much" 

Organ  Postlude;      "Praise   and   Thanksgiving'1  Ritteh 

„_______  *Congregat1 on  Standing  ------- 

The   Lovely   Flowers   on  the  Altar   have   seen   placed   by 
Mrs,   Ann  Williams    in  memory  of  "Loved  Ones" 

Serving   as   Ushers   today  are  l     *Don  Kingsley.    John 
Dreher,    Gary  Penar  ano   Richard  Mangel. 

Mr.    ft  Mrs.    Robert   Dell^nYwtl'l'-take  the   Family    Thank- 
offering  today.      Mr.    &  Mrs.    Dellen  will   be  the  Greeters 
at  the  doqr  today. 

Nursery  will   be   provided   today   by:      Virginia  Mangel, 
Vickie  Holt   and  JooIe  Marte. 

We  wish  to  congratulate  Mr.   &  Mrs,   Charles   Penar  on 
their  3°™  Wedding  Ann.    tomorrow* 

2  -  Basketball  teams   signing  up   now    in  Office. 

HQBPITALIZED     -    MrB .     GftACE     CHARLTON 


Response; 

Leader  I 


Response : 
Leader! 


Response : 
Leader: 
Response: 
Anthem: 


ST,    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Sutler,    Pennsylvani a 
First  Sunday    : \   Advent  November  3'»     '975 

Rev*   Ralph  C»   Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Wallace  Fedeh,    Organist 
Mr*    Ralph  Cooper,    ChoIr   Duregtor 
Robin   Knauer,    Mark   Fry  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  ijORSHIP  -    II  ;  00  A.M. 

Prelude  Music;        "Blest  Redeemer  Come   to   Us"      Baylor 
"Advent    Prayer"  Stairs 

Please   remain   silent  pur  ins   chimes 
•Processional  Hymn  No.    93   "Arise,    the  KfNGDOM    is  at  hand" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortat ion 
•Confession   (In  Unison)      "Gracious   God,    Father  of  our 

Lord   Jesus   Christ,    you   have   promised  to  receive   us  when 

WE    COME    TO    yqu.      We    confesb    that   we    have   sinned    AGAINST 

VOU  IN  THOUGHT,  WORD  AND  DEED*   We  HAVE  DISOBEYED  YOUR 
LA*.    We  HAVE  NOT  LOVED  YOU  OR  OUR  NEIGHBORS  AS  WE 

should.   Forgive  us,  0  Goo,  and  grant  that  n^e  may  live 

AND    SERVE     YOU      IN     NEWNESS     OF     LIFE?     THROUGH    JeSUS     CHRIST 

our  Lord.      Amen, " 
*Kyri e  (Choi r,    Congregat i on  and   Pastor) 

*ASSURANCE  OF  PaRDON  -  CHORAL  AMEN 

*PrA ISE 

•Pastor:       "0   Lord  open  our   lips. 

•People!      And   our  mouth   shall   show  forth   thy  praise 
•Dqxolqgy        No.    55' 
Scripture*  Matthew!  i    llS-25 

Light ing   or  Advent   Candle 

Hymn  No.    97     "Hark,    the  glad   sound,    the  Saviour  gomes'* 
•Affirmation  of   our   Faith        (Apogtlest    Creed) 
•Gloria   Patrj 
•Call   to   Prayer 

•Pastor:      The   Lord   be  with   you* 
•People:     And  with  thy  spirit. 
•Pastor:      Let  us   Pray. 
•Prayer   and    Prayer   Response 
Offering 

Offertory        "Watchman  Tell  Us  of  the   Might" 
Sax.    Solo   -  Roland   Thompson 

I 


Anthem:   "How  Long,  0  God"  -  Lee  Rogers  - 
Solo*  -  Cyndie  Sybert,  Tim  Taylor 
Sermon:      CALL  HIM  NAMES!   "GOD* 
Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 
•Hymn  of  Dedication  No.  SS"  n0  come,  Q  Cqme,  Emmanuel" 
Postluoe : 
—  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  *Congregat jon  Standing  ------- 

The  Lqvely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Mr.  &  Wrs.  Harold  Kennedy  and  Mr,  &  Mrs.  James 
Stewart  in  memory  of  "Loved  Ones" 
Serving  as  Ushfre  today  are:   *Alvin  Ta!t,  Robert 

Stewart,  James  McClymqnds  and  Mjke  Mazaruk, 
Mr,  &   Mrs.  Ralph  Killean  will  represent  Council  at 

the  door  today. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Jean  Pencil,  Martha 

Derwecki  and  Sherry  Hochenberrv. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  220.. 
^Tonight  -  J: On  -  Youth  Choir  Practice 
-^"Tonight  -  6:00  -  Those  that  signed  up  fos  Christmas 

PROGRAM  -  TRYOUTS  WILL  BE  HELD  IN  THE  SaNCTUARY- 

Monday  -  6:00  -  Women's  Mary  Prugh  Circle  -  Tureen, 
."  '  Wed  ,  -  7:3^  "  Council  Meeting. 

-->  Thurs.  -  The  Newsletter  will  be  published  -  Please 
have  all  material  ready  sy  Wednesday, 


~-^-Hosp  i  tali  zed  !  Mrs.  Grace  Charlton,  Mrs.  Mildred  Brown, 
^^We  wish  to  congratulate  Mr.  &  Mps.  William  Sheppeck 
on  their  new  son  this  week.   Their  home  address  is 
R.  D,  #1  West  Sunbury,  PEnna,  1 6 06 1  - 

^►^Oec.  \k   -   7:00  -  Family  Christmas  Program  -  sponsored 

.  ,     „   BY     TRE^-BoAtfC     OF     CHRI  ST  I  AN     EDUCAT  I  ON. 

Welcome ilTisi-uogg 

Heavenly   Father,    as  we   prepare   once   again   for    the 
coming  of   your  snim,    w£  are   aware  that  we   all   need 

TO     PREPARE     OUR     INDIVIDUAL     LIVES.         Let     US     LOOK    WITH- 
IN    AND    SEE     THAT    W/H  I CH    NEEDS     TO     BE    CHANGED,         Let     US 
MAKE    ROOM      IN    OUR     HEARTS    FOR     THE     Chh I  ST    Ch 1  LD     AMD     NQT 

let  Him  se  crowded  out  by  our  concerns  for  the 
preparation  and  the  festivities.   cleanse  ue  from  all 
of  our  sins  and  renew  our  hearts  within  ust  for  we 

ABK      IT     IN    THE    NAME    OF    THAT     S*VIOUR     AWAITED     SO     LONG 
AGO,      AND     AWAITED     EVEW     IN    OUR    WORLD     TODAY*         Af.  .  H 


Call  Him  Names!   "God" 
Text:  Matt  1:22,2? 
of-ripture:  Matt.  1  PI 8-25 

n^oe  again  Advent, 
seas  expect  &  culmin  in  JOY 
compare  Adv.  &  Little  Lent 

mt=penitent  &  soul  search, Adv-coming  event 
Theme:  Gall  Him  N rimes!   ea  week  diff  name 
Exegete  Scripture:  Matt  write  unique  2  Jews 
grt  lengths  prov  argumens  &  pts  &.   turn  read  2  OT 
That  scrip  mite  B  fulfill,  As  spok  by  prophet  etc 
Matt  delib  &  say  Now  This  Wat  Happen  =  KJV,  RSV 
vs  18=engaged  like  marry,  1yr  eng./need  divor  2 
break,  dowry  &  trouseau  time,  no  mate 
Mary  preg,  &  Jos  concern,  Matt  pt  H.  3p  (18) 
Ang  &  Jos  20,  21. 
22,  23  Text=  Heb  &  Grk,  Isa  7:14 
24,  25,  Jos  obey  &  no  know  Maary  till  Js  born 

This  diffic  2  Blieve  &  pruf  Word  of  G 
If  pers  chooz  no  Blieve  imposs  prov  2  him 
Isa  proph  torn  apart  by  schols 
But  another  proph,  Micah  5  tell  birth  Bethlehem 
Jn  14,  Philip  ask  Js  show  us  the  Father, 
Js  say  He  seen  xakh&JfxKHKK  Me  hath  seen  Father 
He  say  He  &  Father  are  1 
Much  mor  Bib  &  Prophs  but  this  separate  Bib  study 
Incam  of  G  4  purp  show  G  concern  4  mankind 
Js  sacrif  4  us 
(Illus  Paul  Harvey  story  man  &  birds  Amas  Eve) 
May  no  understand  all  Adv  but  main  thing  it  dun  4  me 
Jn  say  Word  Bcame  flesh  6  dwelt  among  us 
x  no  think  need  underst  all  it, 
^_c  I  Blieve  we  need  Blieve  it 
Joy  Adv=joy  of  salv  giv  2  us  by  G 
We  accpt  Js  Xp  as  Sav  &  as  serch,gro  He  Bgin  reveal 
Examp  children  &  encycloped  &.   alphabet,  words, 
sentences,  paragraphs  etc. 
It  ongo  process 
Let  us  Bcum  as  little  child  &  start  at  Bgin  by  cum 
2  G 
Then  look  Byond  G  &  study  wat  dun  4  us  by  cum  Js  Xp 
Then  let  us  know  &  Blieve  life,deth,resurr  all  4 
me  personal 
If  do  this  way,  can  underst  this  Adv  &  every  Adv  we 
"an  6all  Him  Names! 
:  1st  Ss  4most  name  is  GOD. 


Call  Him  Names!  "God" 

Text:  Matthew  "1:22  23 

ROW  ALL  THIS  WAS  DONE J  THAT  IT  MIGHT  BE  FULFILLED  WHICH  WAS  SPOKEN  BY  THE  LORD 
THF'  TGH  THE  PROPHET , SAYING ,  BEHOLD  A  VIRGIN  SHALL  BE  WITH  CHILD,  AND  SHALL 
B1L.J  FORTH  A  SON,  AND  THEY  SHALL  CALL  HIS  NAME  IMMANUEL,  WHICH  BEING  INTER* 
PRETED,  IS  GOD  WITH  US. 

Scripture:  Matthew  1:18-25 

Once  again  we  enter  into  the  wonderful  season  of  Advent.  This  is  a  season 
which  takes  on  the  atmosphere  of  expectation  and  culminates  in  Joy.   In  this 
respect  it  is  similar  to  Lent  and  has  even  been  called  by  some  as,  "Little 
Kent."   The  reason  for  this  being  that  it  parallels  Lent.   But  to  think  of 
Advent  in  the  same  terms  as  Lent  is  erroneous  due  to  the  fact  that  Lent  calls 
us  to  a  season  of  Penitence  and  soul  searching.  Hhereas,  Advent  calls  us  to 
be  in  anticipation  of  a  coming  event. 

For  this  year  we  have  set  the  Theme  to  revolve  around  the  names  which  were  and 
have  been  attributed  to  Jesus.  Each  week  we  will  look  at  a  different  name. 
This  morning  we  are  going  to  look  at  the  name  "GOD." 

In   '.r  scripture  for  this  morning  we  read  of  the  birth  of  Jesus  as  recorded  in 
the  Gospel  of  Matthew.  Matthew  wrote  his  Gospel  in  a  uniques  way,  and  that  is 
he  was  writing  mainly  to  Jewish  people.   The  thing  that  makes  Matthew  stand  out 
from  the  other  Gospel  waiters  is  the  fact  that  he  goes  to  great  lengths  to  prove 
his  arguments  and  points  ofl  interest,  by  turning  the  jce  reader  back  to  the  Old 
Testament.   Time  after  time  in  the  reading  of  Matthew  we  will  read,  "That  the 
scripture  might  be  fulfilled,"  or,  "As  it  was  spoken  by  the  prophet,"  or  some- 
other  phrase  which  directs  the  reader  to  the  original  writing  or  prophecy  con- 
cerning fckxi  the  subject  Matthew  was  writing  about.  Matthew  was  very  deliberate 
in  his  writing  and  states  it  much  like,  "Now  this  is  what  happened. 
We  see  this  in  our  scripture  this  morning  in  the  R9V  and  King  James  versions, 
"Now  the  birth  of  Jesus  Christ  was  in  this  way$"  and  then  he  places  his  facts 
one  after  the  other. 

We   >ed  to  understand  that  first  of  all  Joseph  and  Mary  were  not  married,  but 
were  merely  engaged  to  be  married.   But  the  engagement  or  the  betrothal  pile 
as  binding  as  the  marriage  itself.   When  a  man  and  woman  had  consented  to  be- 
come engaged,  they  were  promised  to  each  other  for  a  years  time.   This  time 


-2- 
was  spent  by  the  Sac±  prospective  bridegroom  in  gathering  a  dowry  to  be  given  to 
the   Lrls  parents.  The  prospective  bride  used  this  time  in  getting  her  trouseau 
together.  But  although  the  man  and  woman  were  considered  as  husband  and  wife, 
they  were  not  permitted  to  live  together.  Thus  we  see  in  our  scripture  that 
Josenh  was  concerned  that  his  bride  to  be  had  been  involved  in  an  affair  with 
someone  and  had  become  pregnant.   Matthew  points  out  even  before  this  in  verse  18 
that  this  pregnancy  had  come  about  by  the  Holy  Spirit* 

Joseph  thought  long  and  hard  about  this  situation  and  had  probably  decided  to 
divorce  his  wife  to  be.  We  must  understand  that  in  the  Jewish  law  the  engage^ 
ment  was  as  binding  as  marriage  and  therefore  it  required  a  writing  of  divorce 
papers  to  sever  the  relationship,  or  if  one  of  the  parties  died,  then  the  re- 
lationship was  considered  as  being  dissolved.   But  while  Joseph  is  considering 

divorcing  Mary,  and  angel  appears  to  him  in  a  dream  and  informs  him  that  what 

the  angel 
is  taking  place  is  being  done  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  verse  20.  MaEtksw  goes  on  to 

say  hat  this  child  will  be  a  Son,  and  that  He  is  to  be  called  Jesus.   The 
Greek  form  Hlxtks  being  Jehoshua,  and  the  Hebrew  being  Joshua,  both  meaning 
Jehovah,  or  God  is  Salvation. 

Then  Matthew  points  out  that  this  is  directlynfrom  Isaiah  the  prophet  as  found 
in  Isaiah  $x  ?:14.   A.nd  then  Matthew  concludes  the  narrative  by  telling  that 
Joseph  did  as  he  was  instructed,  and  that  Mary  and  Joseph  did  not  come  together 
as  husband  and  wife  in  the  consummation  of  their  marriage  until  after  Jesus  was 
born.   Thus  wa  have  the  doctrine  of  the  Virgin  birth,  and  the  Doctrine  of  the 
Incarnation  of  God. 

We  have  been  speaking  of  something  that  is  difficult  to  believe,  and  that  much 
more  difficult  to  prove.  The  proof  we  have  is  to  be  found  in  the  "ord  of  God. 
If  a  person  chooses  not  to  believe  the  Word  of  God,  then  it  becomes  almost  im- 
possible to  prove  it  to  him.  The  Scriptural  prophecy  found  in  Isaiah  has  been 
toi  apart  by  many  scholars  who  have  stated  that  it  is  interpreted  in  the  wrong 
way.  But  they  cannot  disprove  the  fact  th&t  a  child  was  miraculously  born  in 
a  humble  stable  in  Bethlehem  and  this  was  predicted  by  yet  another  prophet 
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named  Micah  in  the  5th  chapter. 

The  ortion  of  scripture  which  should  prove  to  the  believer  that  jEsus  was  God 

in  the  flesh  is  to  be  found  in  the  very  familiar  14th  chapter  of  John.   It  is 

in  this  chapter  that  Jesus  is  speaking  to  His  disciples  and  telling  them  that 

He  is  going  to  be  leaving  them  and  going  to  heaven.  Philip  asks  Jesus  to  show 

them  the  Father  and  they  will  be  satisfied,  and  Jesus  answers  that,  "He  that 

hath  seen  me  hath  seen  the  Father."  He  goes  on  to  say  that  He  and  the  Father 

are  one  and  the  same. 

There  are  many  more  prophecies  and  scriptures  we  could  turn  to  in  order  to  prove 

this  theory  a  little  more  thoroughly ,  and  this  is  a  complete  Bible  study  in 

itself. 

What  it  all  boils  down  to  is  we  either  believe  or  we  do  not.  KxirrxHxrxKXxkKXix 

on 
xxKiHEx:™xHal±¥xa±x&to±^ttssx&tEXHkiKfexkK±]ra 

We  cannot  tell  of  the  Incarnation  of  God,  without  giving  a  bit  of  explanation 

why  his  took  place.  This  was  not  merely  to  show  that  there  was  a  God.  Nor 

was  it  something  with  no  significance.  God  came  to  earth  in  the  form  of  Jesus 

Christ  to  serve  as  an  atonement  for  mankind.   Jesus  Christ  took  the  place  of 

the  offerings  that  were  sacrificed  to  God,  and  becamse  the  human  sacrifice 

given  for  all  mankind.  Thus  God  served  an  actual  purpose  for  appearing  in  the 

flesh  upon  earth.  But  again,  this  becomes  a  matter  of  belief  and  faith. 

To  understand  this  is  difficult  to  say  the  very  least.  There  aimply  are  not 

proper  words  or  phrases  to  explain  this  completely.  Paul  Harvey  usually  tells 

a  story  on  Christmas  Eve  which  may  help  to  explain  it  for  us,  in  our  small 

capacity  to  think  this  event  through. 

(Illustration  of  man  and  birds  on  Christmas  Eve) 

We  may  not  understand  all  of  the  implications  of  what  God  did  for  us  with  the 

around 
advent  of  Jesus  Christ  into  the  world  hxhi  2000  years  ago,  but  the  main  thing 

the   we  need  to  remember  that  it  was  done  for  us.  Or  more  importantly,  that 

we  look  upon  it  as  being  personal.  That  it  was  done  for  me.  John  tells  us, 

"And  the  Word  was  made  flesh  and  dwelt  among  us."   I  do  not  think  we  need  to 

understand  all  of  it  to  comprehend  it.   But  I  do  believe  that  we  need  to  believe 
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it»   This  is  the  joy  of  the  Advent  season,  in  fact  the  joy  of  the  salvation 
whi   has  he en  given  to  us  by  God,   We  accept  Christ  as  our  Saviour  and  we  do 
not  understand  all  of  it  completely.  But  as  we  search  God's  Word,  and  come  to 
Him  for  help  and  guidance,  He  begins  to  reveal  things  to  us  a  little  at  a  time. 
And  isn't  this  the  way  we  teach  our  children?  We  do  not  start  teaching  children 
by  handing  them  an  encyclopedia,  but  by  sharing  the  alphabet  with  them.  And 
when  they  have  mastered  that,  by  putting  letters  into  simple  words.   And  then  by 
putting  those  words  in  sentences  and  then  paragraphs  and  so  on.  It  is  an  on- 
going process. 

IHAxXKKEHXHfxHiMrXXSkKHXMKXHEHlAxtBXSkaiKXtoagKtkKEXltiXXMaX*^ 

So  let  us  become  as  little  children  and  start  atbthe  beginning  by  coming  to  God. 
Then  let  us  look  beyond  God  and  study  what  He  has  done  for  us  in  the  world  by 
coming  to  earth  in  the  human  form  of  Jesus  Christ.   And  then  let  us  know  and 
be]   ve  that  the  life  of  Jesus,  His  death,  His  resurrection  was  all  for  me 
personally.  If  we  can  do  it  this  way  we  can  understand  that  this  Advent  and 
every  Advent  we  can  CA11  Him  Names,  and  the  first  and  foremost  name  is  GOD. 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Sutler,  Pennsvlvani * 
Second  Sunday  in  Advent  December  7,  '975 

Rev.  Ralph  &  LiNKt  Pastor 
Mrs.  Eugene  Stephenson,  Organist 
Mr,  Ralph  Cooper,  Choir  Director 
Paula  Stephenson,  Greg  Boskq  -  Acolytes 

0RnER  OF  WORSHIP  -  T  I  :00  A.M. 
Prelude  Music:    Chorale  on  'Joseph  and  Mary1  Schmutz 

Lqvelv  Appear  From  'The  Redemption*     Gounod 
Please  remain  silent  during  chimes 

♦Processional  Hymn  No.  99  ♦'Rejoice,  rejoice,  bei.1  evers* 

•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

•Exhortation 

•Confession  { f w  Unison)  "Eternal  GoDt  how  often  we  have 
prayed  for  the  coming  of  thy  Kingdom,  vet  when  it  has 
sought  to  come  through  us  we  have  sometimes  barred  the 
wav  j  we  have  wanted  it  to  come  in  others*  but  not  in 

OUR    OWN    HEARTS,        We     FEEL     IT     IS     WE    WHO    STAND     BETWEEN 
MAN'S    NEED     AND     THEEJ     BETWEEN     OURSELVES     AND     *AT    WE    MIGHT 
BE;     AND    WE     HAVE    NO     TRUST     IN     OUR    OWN    STRENGTH,     OR     LOYALTY, 
OR    COURAGE.        0     GIVE     US     POWER    TO     LIVE     THY    WILL,     AND     SEEK 
THY     KINGDOM    FIRST     OF    ALL.         AMEnJ1 

•Kyrie        (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 

■Praise 

•Pastor:       '0   Lord  open  our  lips. 

•People:      And   our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy   praise 
•  Doxo log y  Ho.    55 1 

Scripture:  Luke   !:   26-3B 

Lighting   of  Advent  Candle  and   Chribmon   Tree 
Dedi CAT  I  ON 

Hymn  Mo.     M7  "0   thou   joyful,    0   thou   wonderful" 

"Affirmation  of  our  Fatth  {Apostles'   Creed) 

•Gloria  Patri 
*Call  to  Prayer 

*Pastqr;      The  Lord   be  with  you. 
•Peoples      And  with  thy  spirit. 
*Pa»tor!      Let  us  Pray* 
•Prayer   and   Prayer  Response 
Offer  rue  _ 

Qffe^    iry         "Christmas   Pastorale"  Deforest 

0»     an   and  Pianq-(Mrs.   Wallace   Feder) 


Anthem:  "Joy  to  the  World"  by  Rogers 

Sermon:  CALL  HIM  NAMES!      "SON" 

Prayer  and  Lord's   Prayer 
•Hymn  of  Dedication   No.    IIS      "The  first  Nowell" 
PogtUjoe:  "Dearest  Jesus,   We  Await   Thee"        Bach 

-■   —   -    —    -.-   —   —   —   -    *CoMGREGATf  ON    StaNO  I NG    -    -     -     "    -    » 

The    Lovely   Flowers   on  the  Altar   have   been   placed   by 
Mr.   &  Mrs,    Robert   Payne    in  memory  of   "Parents11 

Servi no   as   Ushers   today   are!      *Allen   BotacchI ,    John 
Redman,    Dan  BoSko,    Robert  Knaver   and   Charles    Pewar. 

Oeacon  and  Mrs.  Charles  Penar  will  represent  Council 
at  the   door   today. 

Nursery  will  be  provided  today  bv  Judy  MabbarTj  Betty 
and   l| nda  pfase. 

the  attendance   last   sunday  was   £0$ 
^^    hospi  tali  2ed'.     mrs  ,    grace  charlton  -  ro-qm  46s 
^^  Many   thanks   to  Mr,    fit  Mrs.    Nick  Nohach  for  donating 
r  the  chrtsmon  tree   and   lights,      the   lad  i £s   of   the 

Mary   Prugh   Circle  have  made   Crismqnb    (Christian 
Symbols)   under   the   direction  of  Mrs.    Ann  Williams, 
and  many  hours   of   enjoyable   work  was   spent  making 
these  for  the   enjoyment  of   the   Congregation. 
— -1  K  Petition   is   being  circulated   today  on  behalf  of  the 
^^^    Rehabilitation  Workshop.      We  will  not  only   be  help- 
ing our  own  Bill  Bell  but  many  many  others. 

Tonight  -  Youth  Choir  Practice   from  7100-7:30. 

Wed*    -  6:30  -  Golden  Cjrcle  Tureen  -  Each  member  may 
bring  a  guest,    a  tureen  and  table  service.     meat, 
dessert  and   beverage  w[ll  be   furnished. 

Thursday  -  7:00  -  Bible  Study  group   (everyone  welcome) 

Fri.  -  6:00  -  ARC  Class  Pot  luck  Supper  -  The  Church 
Christmas  Thee  will  be  put  up  anq  the  Church  decor- 
ated.     The  Chet   Stauffer's   and  Mike   Nazaruk's    in  charge. 

Ne*t  Sunday  -  7:00  -  Dec.  lU  -  Church  Family  Program 
in   the   Sanctuary. 

^an.    II,    18.    25:    Feb.   S,    15,    ?£  &  29   *«e  open   for 
Memorial  Flowers.      Should   you  want   any  of    these  dates 
contact   bta    in  the  office. 

Poinsett ias   will  have   to  se   ordered   shortly  -   they 
will   be   £5.50  -  Please   leave   us  know   In  the  Office 
today. 

As   boon  as  Pictures   are  received   av  the    individuals 
please  get   them   back   to  church  bo   the    finished   book 
^         can   be   completed   and   sent   back. 

**J™We   need   m-  strong  men  to   help   bring    envelope.     j'pbtai_rs. 
Welcome   Visitors;    21st   Jack  Levin:    Seminar    m   i<eo. 


Gall  Him  Names!   "Son" 

Text:  Luke  1:55 
Scripture :  Luke  1 : 26-58 

(I-Ltl,  t  Boy  Kindergarden  &  Lost  Baby  Jesus ) 
Tru  m'e'a'n  imas  lost  ir  lose  aab   Jesus, 
He  import,  not  only  cent. fig  Nat  story, 
&  culmin  expect  seas  Adv,  but  fig  upon  whole  ev  hang 
We  think  „s  Bab  this  time  »  Pt  so, 
this  means  G  use  2  appear  2  mankind 
But  as  all  Babs  He  had  ident, 
Babs  no  neutral,  either  sons/dotts, boys/girls 
Js  Naz  no  only  boy  but  Son  SON  of  Q. 
Look  at  LuKe:  Matt  talk  2  Jews ,  Luk  talk  2  Greeks 
Grks  reason, think, philos, culture, intellect 
Luk  put  logic  order  acct  birth  &  lif  Js 
Luk  call  Host  Butiful  Book  ever  writ 
"   alone  tell  birth  Js  memorable  way  &  stress  Vir  Bii 
"  concern  things  medic,  miracl  stories  examp  this 
"  wrote  60  AD  wile  P  prison  Caesaria 
"  gtay  Caesaria  2  yr,  &  liv  ther  giv  advant  talk 
many  peop  orig  comps  of  Js. 

Then  2  if  Mary  still  liv  Jn  in  Jeru  cud  mak  short 
jurney  there  talk  Isthand  bout  Js 
J„rnes  bro  Js  liv  Jeru, was  Bishop  ther 
"  hav  access  many  peop  &  material  no  avail  2  oth  Gosj 
Vs  26  Gab  cum  2  Mary, Luk  say  sam  as  Matt 
"  28  sho  M  sumthin  special 

"  29  Luk  sho  this'  event  caus  M  sum  probs,she  trubled 
Luk  do  this  2  prov  2  Grks  M  exper  human  emotion 
— -  &  G  will  explain  in  further  detail 
He  pruv  case  point  by  point 
Vs  50  Gab  kno  feels  of  M  &  tell  no  B  afraid 

Luk  tell  ang  kno  feel  &  reassur  hand  of  G  all  tl 
Had  expl  Bcuz  Grks  ask,  Who, how, what? 
Vs  51  expl  wat  G  going  2  do,  1  preg,2  hav  son, 5  Name 
Name  Js  Grk  JEH03HUA  =  G  is  Salvation 
Vs  52  Luk  quote  Isaiah  9:7 
"  55  trace  proph  &  covenant"  Btween  G  &  mankind 
bak  2  Abe  as  in  Gen  12 
C  from  this  meticu  care  Luk  set  4th  arguments 
4  authenticity  Js  birth 
Vs  54  Luk  sho  logical  story  &  G  situation  thru  eyes  M 
Prob  expres  feelings  expres  by  M  herself  2  him 
Vs  55  sho  all  in  order  &  plac  in  prop  perspec  &  why 
Vs  sho  ang  point  out  G  do  sumthin  just  unbeliev  2 

Eliz  who  sterile 
Vs  57  Sum  up  argument  2  quest  minds  Grks  &.   sho  G  do 
Sho  step  by  step  process  of  argumen  &  sho  G  do 


He  conclud  report  with  M  accept  G  will  &  arts  6°  bak 
Luk  do  masterful  job  present  case  miracul  birth  Js 

But  also  sur  he  speak  2  many  who  no  Bliev  So  even 

2day  many  no  Bliev  &  many  in  churches 
(Example  recent  poll  Meth  ch  &  Bliefs  of  ministe   ,. 

But  if  want  really  Blieve  need  look  At  event  as  B  mor 
just  miraculously  born  baby, 
Need  look  Js  as  Son  of  G 
Event  predict  &  proph  approx  800yr  B4-  took  place 
Is  tell  of  this  in  9:6  (READ) 

But  2  many  scrips  needed  2  prov  it  complete  1  sermon 
It  matter  of  faith, 
If  Blieve ,&.  we  shud,  in  G  who  can  perf  mirac  feat, 
it  shud  no  disturb  2  Bliev  G  plant  fetus  inside 
chosen  indiv  such  as  H,  ' 
&  go  1  step  further  it  shud  no  disturb  2  Bliev 
this  infant  Son  of  G. 
Js  Himself  ident  self  as  this  many  time 

(Illus  Harry  Lauder  &  Son  &  G  gav  His  Son') 
Another  examp  G  reveal  truth  thru  indiv  &  this  case 
small  boy 
Banno  pruv  2  U  all  this,  no  mor  than  can  pruv  elect 
in  wires, 
But  we  kno  ther  &  it  Bcum  faith 
U  either  Bliev  or  not 

3o  U  Bliev  the  acct  miracul  birth  Js  Xn? 

R  U  will,  accpt  not  only  as  S  of  G,  but  as  Ur  Sav? 
Answer  lie  ea  our  harts 
tfe  can  join  ranks  thos  want  all  pruv  physic  or  in   lie 
But  unles  we  will  Bcum  lik  littl  child  as  Js  say,' 
we  cannot  compre  &  underst  things  spiritual 
But  in  any  event  I  urg  U  2  cum  2  grips  with  these 
thots  in  Ur  harts , 
&  let  us  join  ranks  that  throng  who  4-  hundreds  yrs 
can  claim  Him  &  call  Him  names 
Let  us  call  Him  that  wunderful  n&  glor  name  SON 
SON  of  5,  &  SON  of  man. 
&.  let  us  kno  that  thru  Him  we  2  can  Bcum  SONS . 
SONS  of  G  Bcuz  G  luv  us  so  much. 


Call  Him  Names!   "God" 
Text:  Luke  1:35, 

And  the  angel  nnswered,  and  said  unto  her,  "The  Holy  Spirit  shall  come  upon 
tt   ,  and  the  power  of  the  Highest  shall  overshadow  thee;  therefore  also  that 
hoj.y  thing  which  shall  he  vorn  of  thee  shall  be  called  the  Son  of  God." 

Scripture:  Luke  1:26-38 

A  boy  named  Ronnie  could  KKfcxHHxfc  hardly  wait  for  the  sharing  period  at  Kinder- 
garden.   He  had  brought  his  much  prized  manger  scene  to  the  others.   As  he  put 
each  piece  in  place  he  would  comment:   "This  is  a  shepherd.   This  ia  a  wise 
man,"   The  other  children  kept  asking,  "Where  is  the  baby  Jesus?"   Ronnie  set 
the  last  piece  in  place.   It  was  a  sheep.   Tearfully  he  said  to  his  teacher, 
■I've  lost  the  Baby  Jesus." 

The  true  meaning  of  Christmas  is  lost  if  we  lose  the  Baby  Jesus.   He  is  import- 
central  figure 
ant,  for  He  is  not  only  the  Xssaixpixirfc:  of  the  entire  Nativity  story,  and  the 

culmination  of  the  expectant  season  of  Advent,  but  He  is  the  figure  upon  which 
hangs  the  entire  reason  for  this  event.   fe  think  of  Him  mostly  as  a  baby,  at 
this  time  of  the  year,  and  rightly  so,  for  this  is  the  means  God  used  to  appear 
in  the  midst  of  mankind.   But  as  aith  all  babies  He  had  a  special  identity. 
Babies  are  not  of  a  neutral  variety.  They  are  either  boys  or  girls,   ^ons  or 
d   ghters.   In  the  case  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  He  was  not  only  a  boy  fcHafeyx 
baby,  but  He  was  also  a  Son.   Now  you  may  think  "Of  course  He  was  a  Son  if  He 
was  a  boy,"  and  rightly  so.   But  He  was  not  just  an  ordinary  son  as  most  sons 
are. 

But  perhaps  in  order  to  understand  this  better  we  need  to  look  at  the  author 
who  was  inspired  by  God  to  set  this  forth,  and  this  man  was  of  sihse  course 
Luke.  As  we  staged  last  week  Matthew  was  writing  to  convince  mostly  the  Jews 
of  the  Divinity  of  Jesus.   Luke  on  the  other  hand  was  writing  mostly  to  Greeks. 
The  Greek  civilization  was  made  up  of  culture  and  reasoning.   Therefore  in  order 
to  appeal  to  the  intellectual  thinking  and  reasoning  of  the  Greeks,  Luke  put 
down  in  logical  systematic  order  the  account  of  the  birth  and  the  life  of 
Jesus.  The  book  of  Luke  has  been  called  the  most  beautiful  book  ever  written. 
Luke  alone  tells  the  story  of  the  birth  of  Jesus  in  a  memorable  way,  and  he 
£.  ,o  gives  xfts  stress  to  the  fact  that  Jesus  was  born  of  a  virgin.   In  this 
way  he  perhaps  gives  evidence  of  his  concern  for  things  fchich  were  of  a  medical 
nature.   In  fact  we  can  see  in  some  of  the  jiHEHfeiss  miracles  he  records,  the 
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trained  mind  of  the  physician. 

Lu'   wrote  his  Gospel  about  60  A.D.  while  Paul  was  in  prison  in  Gaesaria.   He 
stayed  in  Caeearia  for  about  two  years,,  and  bis  living  there  gave  him  the  ad- 
van  age  of  talking  to  many  people  who  had  been  original  companions  of  Jesus. 
Then  too,  if  Mary  was  still  alive  and  living  with  John  in  Jerusalem,  he  could 
have  made  that  short  Journey  there  and  talked  to  her  for  hours  about  her  Son, 
and  learned  first-band  about  Jesus.   And  James  the  brother  of  Jesus  who  was 
3ishti»p  at  Jerusalem  could  have  also  supplied  forst-hand  knowledge  of  Jesus, 
So  all  in  all  we  see  that  Luke  could  very  easily  have  had  access  to  people  and 
material  which  was  not  completely  available  to  the  other  Gospel  writers,  except 
John. 

Now  when  we  look  at  this  scripture,  we  see  that  the  tss.   angel  Gabriel  comes  to 
Mary  and  tells  her  what  is  to  take  place.  Luke  reiterates  what  Matthew  had 
said  about  Mary  being  betrothed  or  engaged  to  Joseph.   The  very  saluatation 
gi  n  to  Mary,  (vs  28),  was  an  assurance  that  she  was  something  special  in  the 
sight  of  God. 

Notice  in  vs  29  bow  Luke  points  out  that  this  event  caused  Mary  some  problems. 
She  was  troubled  in  her  mind  about  this.   Luke  is  doing  this  to  prove  to  the 
Breeks  that  Mary  was  experiencing  a  human  emotion  and  that  God  is  going  to 
explain  this  in  further  detail.   In  this  fashion  he  takes  his  case  and  proves 
it  point  by  point. 

Then  he  goes  on  to  show  that  Mary's  feelings  were  known  by  the  angel  and  so 
Gabriel  tells  her  not  to  be  afraid,  vs  30.   Pie  is  stating  that  the  angel  was 
reassuring  her  of  the  hand  of  God  in  all  of  this.  He  had  to  explain  these 
things  in  detail,  for  we  can  just  picture  the  scholarly  Greeks  asking  a  bar- 
rage of  questions  about  this.   How  could  this  happen?   What  caused  it?   /hat 
did  she  say?  What  did  she  do?  etc. 

Ai._  then  Luke  goes  on  to  explain  just  what  it  was  God  was  going  to  do.   First, 
vs  32a,  she  is  going  to  become  pregnant.   Second, she  is  going  to  have  a  son. 
Third,  she  is  going  to  call  His  name  Jesus. 
Then  Luke   goes  into  detail  to  explain  why  He  is  to  be  called  JEHOSHUA  in  Greek 
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which  meant  "God  is  salvation."   In  this  instance  Luke  gives  the  quotation  from 

Iss  h,  and  then  traces  this  prophecy  and  covenant  between  God  and  mankind  hack 

to  Abraham  as  found  in  the  12th  chapter  of  Genesis.  Thus  we  see  the  meticulous 

manner  in  which  Lukesets  forth  his  arguments  for  the  authenticity  of  the  birth 

of  Jesus  Christ. 

Then  just  as  logically,  Luke  continues  the  narrative  ikna  as  seen  through  the 

vs  34- 
eyes  of  Mary,  and  again  we  may  add  that  perhaps  he  is  actually  placing  into 

and  questions 
print,  the  ax  feelings  as  expressed  to  him  by  Mary  herself.   In  this  respect 

he  would  be  acting  much  like  a  newspaper  reporter  of  today. 

Then  he  reaches  the  final  ->oint  of  his  argument,  and  places  in  its  proper  pers- 

and  how 
pective  why  all  of  this  is  ixxxKspcjiiHKEx  to  take  place,  vs  35. 

And  then  to  show  the  complete  credibility  of  what  the  angel  Gateriel  is  saying, 
the  angel  points  out  something  that  is  going  to  take  place  which  is  even  just 
as  unbelievable  and  astounding.   That  event  is  the  pregnancy  of  Elizabeth  who 
hac   ieen  sterile  up  to  this  point  in  her  life. 

But  Luke  knowing  the  questioning  minds  not  only  of  these  Greeks,  but  any  others 
who  would  follow  after  them,  quickly  points  out  the  climax  of  his  argument  that 
none  of  these  events  are  beyond  the  re^lm  of  possibility  with  God.  He  strives 
to  show  step  by  step  a  logical  process  of  building  his  argument,  and  then  capping 
it  with  the  convincing  argument  that  God  can  do  anything. 

He  concludes  his  reporting  of  this::event  with  the  words  that  Mary  will  accept 
whatever  the  Lord  sends  forth,  and  the  angel  goes  back  to  its  heavenly  realm. 
I  am  sure  you  will  agree  with  me  that  Luke  does  a  masterful  job  of  presenting 
his  case  for  the  miraculous  birth  of  £kkxx  Jesus.  But  I  am  also  sure  that  we 
can  readily  agree  that  he  was  speaking  to  many  who  could  not,  and  would  not 
accept  this  event.  Even  today  we  have  many,  many  sceptics,  and  unfortunately, 
many  of  them  are  in  the  Christian  church. 

Bu  if  we  really  want  to  understand  this,  we  need  to  look  a£  it  as  an  event 
which  depicts  Jesus  as  being  much  more  than  just  a  miraculously  born  baby. 
We  need  to  look  at  Jesus  as  being  the  actual  Son  of  God.   This  event  was  pre- 
dicted approximately  300  years  before  it  ever  took  place.   Isaiah  told  of  this 


when  he  Said,  "For  unto  us  a  child  is  born,  unto  us  a  oon  is  given."  Here  we 
ca-  lee  the  marvelous  prediction  of  the  coming  of  the  Messiah  as  foretold  by 
God. 

But  as  we  stated  last  week  this  is  another  portion  of  scripture  that  carries 
with  it  other  portions  of  scripture  tkaixsEtocitelsxfHEfe^:  too  numerous  to  men- 
tion in  one  sermon.  It  becomes  a  matter  of  faith.   If  we  believe,  and  we 
should,  in  a  God  who  can  perform  many  miraculous  feats,  it  shouldn't  disturb 
us  to  believe  that  He  could  miraculously  implant  a  fetus  within  a  selected 
human  such  as  Mary.  And  to  take  it  one  step  further,  it  shouldn't  disturb 
us  to  believe  that  this  small  Infant  was  also  the  Son  of  God.   Jesus  Himself 
identified  Himself  on  many  occasions  as  the  oon. 
(Illustration  of  Harry  Lauder  and  son  &  God  gave  His  Son) 

This  I  believe  was  merely  another  way  of  God  revealing  Hid  truths  through  human 
instruments  and  in  this  case  in  the  heart  and  mind  of  a  small  boy.  I  cannot 
pi   e  all  of  this  to  you,  no  more  than  I  can  prove  there  is  electricity  flowing 
through  the  wires  of  the  lights  in  this  sanctuary.   We  know  they  are  lit,  but 
we  cannot  see  the  electricity.   This  is  the  way  it  is  with  things  of  faith. 
You  either  believe  it  or  you  don't.   Do  you  believe  the  account  of  the  miracu— 
ous  announcement  of  the  birth  of  Jesus  Christ?  Are  you  willing  to  accept  Him 
not  only  as  the  oon  of  God,  but  as  your  Saviour?   The  answer  lies  within  each 
of  our  hearts.   We  can  .join  the  ranks  of  those  who  want  to  be  shown  everything 
by  physical  proof,  and  know  everything  intellectually.   But  unless  we  are  will- 
ing to  become  as  Sheux  little  children  as  Jesus  said,  we  cannot  comprehend  and 
and  understand  things  spiritual. 

But  in  any  event  I  would  urge  you  to  come  to  grips  with  these  thoughts  in  your 
hearts  and  let  us  .join  in  that  throng  for  hundreds  of  years  who  can  claim  '^±m.t 
and  call  Him  Names.   And  let  us  call  Him  that  wonderful  and  glorious  name  "Son" a 
"i  _i"  of  God,  and  oon  of  man,  and  let  us  know  that  through  Him  we  too  can  become 
"Sons".   "Sons"  of  God,  because  God  loved  us  so  much. 


December  \k,    1975 


ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRfST 
Butler,    PenngvlvaNI a 
Third   Sunday    in   Advent 

Rev.    Ralph   C.    Link,    Pastor 

Mrs,    Eugene   Stephenson,    Organist 

Mrs.    Cvnd i e  Sybert,   Choir  D\ rector  for   Vouth 

Paula  Stephenson,    Greg  Bosko   -  Acolytes 

ORDER  QF  WORSHIP  -    I  I sOO  A.M. 
Prelude:        "For  Children  at  Christmas" 
Please   remain  silent  during  chimes 

*PrOC£SS!OWAL    HVMM    Nc  .      112    *'0     CoME     *LL    Ye     FAITHFUL*1 

"Ascription  -  Choral  Ame*i 

"Exhortation 

"CnNFEBsiaw  (In  Unison)  "Our  God  of  Hope  and  Lqve  who 
waits  for  us  even  when  we  forget  vou.  Our  Goo  of  Truth 
and  Peace  who  prepares  a  revelation  for  us  even  when 
we  cannot  comprehend  vou,  Our  Goo  or  Grace  and  Mercy 

WHO     CALLS     US    TO     RESPOND    TO     VOU     EVEN    WHEN    WE    WANDER     FROM 

vou,     We   confess,    we   are   confused   bv   being  so   busy; 

We    CONFESS,    we    are   too    much    involved    in    preparations: 

We  confess,   we   are  tired   of  man  made  schedules; 

We   CONTESS,    WE    tend    to   forget    you    in   OrJR    celebration; 

Forgive  us,    Forgive   ub  0   God,    in   the   name   of   Jesub 

our   Savi our.      Amen. " 
"Kvrfe  (Choir,    Congregation  and  Pastor) 

"Assurance  of   Pardon  —   Choral  Amen 

*PRAISE 

*Pastor;      t0   Lord  open  our   lips. 

"People:      And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy   praise 
*Doxologv  No*    551 

Scripture;       Matthew  2:    l-!5 
Lighting  or  Advent  Candle 

Hymn  No.     I OJ  "It   Came  Upon  A  Midnight  Clear" 

♦Affirmation  of  our   Faith  (Apostles'    Creed) 

*Glori a  Patr 1 
•Call  to  Prayer 

*Pastqr!      The   Lord   be  with   you. 
"People:      And  with  thv  spirit. 
*Pastqr*      Let   US   Pray, 
"Praver    and   Prayer   Response 
Offer  iishs 

Offeror v     "Silent  Night  arr.    Schi  efelbein 

Pi      j   Du ft  -  Mrs*    Ffhfr  an"  Mrs,    SrtPHrMftoH 


OHDINATinw     AND     tNSTALLATroN    OF    ELDERS,      DEACONS     ANO 

Anthem  "Burt  Carols"-   Youth  Choir  Officers 

Sermon;  CALL  HIM   NAMES'         "KING" 

Prayer  and  Lord's   Prayer 
"Hymn  of  Ceo  1  cat f on   No.     102   "Hark,    The  Herald  Angels" 

Pobtluoe:        "The  Savior    is   Born"  Price 

--------  *congregat  i  on   standing   -----   -  -  - 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have   seen  placed   bv 
Mr.    &  Mrs.   Harold  Kennedy   and  Mr,    &  Mrs,    James 
Stewart    in  memory  of   "Loved  Ones11, 

Serving   as  Ushfrs  today  are!      *Wally   Feoer,    John  Snow, 
Mont  MacKinney,    James  Maloney   and  Steve  Vargo. 

Deacon  and  Mrs.    Donald  Kennedy  will   represent  Council 
at   the   door  today. 

Nursery  will  be  provided  today   by  Art  and  Betty   Carney 
and   Dru   Rensel. 

The    attendance   last   Sunoay   was  221 
^^Tonioht  -  7 '  00  -  Family  Christmas   Program  -  sponsored 
by  the  Bqaro   of  Christian  Education    in   the    Sanctuary. 
The   Church   School  classes  will   present   their  program 
OF   MUSIC,    skits    and   recitations    for    the    vhole   con- 
gregation.     Refreshments   will   be    served   following 
the   program. 

Ladies   don't   forget  to   bring   the    cookies    tonight. 

Flowers  for  the  Altar   -  Jan.    II,    IS  and  25  ohen.- 

Last  chance  to  order  a  Po(nsetta  for  the  Altar/next 
Sunday  -  ; f  you  want  one  let  me  know  wo  later  than 
today.  polnsetta's  can  be  taken  after  the  service- 
^*  Tomorrow  -  I :00  -  St.  Paul's  is  to  provide  the  Church 
Service  at  Sunnyview  Home,  We  need  all  the  people 
that  we   can  get.      Coffee  and   cookies   will   be   served 

AFTERWARDS-   Rev  .  L | NK  NEEDS  YOUR  SUPPORT. 

^^^Jext    Sunday  -  Holy   Communion   at    I  I  '.00  —  Rev.    Jack 

Levin  will  preach  and   demonstrate   the  Passover  Meal. 
^^MHqspi tali  zed:     Mrs.   Grace  Charlton,   Mrs.   J.    Edgar  Hampton 
A  Christmas   Day   dinner   for  those  who   need  or  want   to 
share  the   Day  with  others  -  Serving   from    12:3°  T° 
3:QO  -   First  United  Methodist   Church*    Corner   North 
and  McKean  Streets.      Reservations  must   be    in   by  Dec. 
2JRO.    Tele.    2B7-7597  or   2B3-2PS2.    Tfansfor-tati  on 
provided   as   needed. 
^^Pick  up   vqur  Church  Envelopes   for    1976  toq.av. 
Welcome  visitors:    Seminar   in   i?eb:    Christmas   gift! 


Call  Him  Names!   "King" 
Text :  Matt.  2:2 

WBBag  IS  HE  WHO  IS  BOitN  KING  OF  THE  JEWS?  FQH  WE 
'  n.^^am  htr  ,vpat?  ypT  th?  -A;VF  AND  WIS  HAVE  QOJ^lT 
Vj^:-,;]]-.'    HTM. 

Sc:      >ture:   Matt.   2:1-15 

(Illus  fam  K,  mt.rarurs^,  clear  vlfiw  on  tOtO 
This  like  Ad  3  urn  &  if  simp  stay  look  surface  we 
miss  tru  vu  surround  us 
If  only  kno  story  &  no  awar  bakgroun  we  miss  much 
Story  Wise  Men  cas  in  pt, 
we  kno  detail  but  no  real  kno  motiv  4  B  there 
Turn  2  scrip.  Mt  2:  (read  1  8=  2) 
They  indie  Js  no  mere  baby,  He  sumthin  special 
Again: can  no  cov  all  pts  in  1  serm  &  only  scratch 
2  ports  scrip  :"turn  2  &  hold  place  :Mt  1:1,Luk  3:25 
2thos  no  hav  Bibs  I  contin  urg  bring,  serm  no  4- 
preach  exercis  voc  cords,  but  info  of  cong  &  instru 
Cp  Mt  1:1,Luk  3:23,  Ab  4-ward  &  Jos  2  Adam  bakward 
Mt  includ  women  1st  time,  Tamar=child  2  fath-law 

Rahab=prosti,  Bathsheeba=adultery,  Ruth=foreigner 
..  G  use  peop  no  perf  show  chang  peop  from  sin 
In  2  Geneals  cov  mad  Btween  G  &  His  peoo.  &  thru  Dav 
nev  lak  man  sit  on  throne  of  David  2  S  m  7:8-17, 
Seed  =  Solomon,  he  no  prom  pepet  seed  but  contimi 
throne  &   this  cam  tru 
Israel  9  dynasts,  J'udah  1 
Mt  geneal  emphas  on  Jos  &  Solo  list  as  Dav  son 
Jos  then  legal  descend  Solomon  &  Dav,  &  it  thru 
Foster  father  throne  pass  legal  2  Js 
Vf  7)1  Luk  geneal  Js  trac  thru  Nathan  nother  son  Dav 
~_j-5   Js  not  of -Solo  line  on  Mary  side  &  it  here 
promise  of  seed  of  Dav  continu  2  pass 
_  Js  thru  Mary  continu  seed  of  Dav 
But  prom  of  contmnu  king  was  prom  fulfil  only  if 
follow  G. 
G  say  He  chastize  is  disobey  &  disobey  they  did 
Thus  as  Schofied  Bib  scholar  say,  "Only  1  king 
has  been  crowned  in  Jerusalem  since  the  captivity 
of  the  Jews,  and  that  was  the  thorn  crowned  Js 
of  Nazareth. " 
But  prom  is  that  He  will  1  day  sit  on  throne  of 
Father  David,  &  this  will  be  at  2nd  coming. 

From  all  *hi«  ppr.  n.   u~   ^  ~rdinarv  ha>w   Ha  k   nf   .To,., 
But  He  no  recog  Bcuz  ttiey  look  ^  conquer  hero, 
insted  He  cum  in  humilty  &  humble  Bgins 

■t-rob  20th  C  America  is  not  how  8  figure  this  out 


We  hav  this  history  &  prophecies,  &  proofs 

Our  prob  Wat  2  Do  With  All  This? 
Do  we  accpt  Js  Xp  as  K  of  Ks? 
Or  is  all  this  nice  hist  on  ounday  AM? 
Is  He  sumthin  special  mov  harts,  &  motivate  u-  2 
liv  nu  &  diff  way  this  season  of  yr? 
Duz  any  this  hav  actual  effect  on  us? 
If  we  lik  sura  others  we  shud  B  moved  in  diff  way! 

f^Illim  Cecil  B.  DeMille  &  crucifixion  scene's 
"This  wat  Xmas  all  about 
It  involv  birth  G  on  earth, 
It  involv  Birth  S  of  G, 
But  also  involv  birth  1  doom  2  die 
Next  week  shae  birth  as  sacrif  as  LAMB 
But  in  all  joy  of  Xmas  wrap  up  tragedy  Good  Friday 
Not  just  news  glorious  birth  baby, 
but  also  grim  reality  cross  crown  hill  Calvary 
&  thorns  'as  crown  of  a  KING 
This  King  I  present  2  II. 
not  only  at  Amas,  but  every  Sunday  of  yr. 
T.  ft  KinP-  nf  mv  haft  ?,   sjnnd  B  King  all  our  harts 

Dp  U  knO  Him  as  "Sri^fr^ir^srfr^c    II-p  K  I  »[;v 

lr  not  cum  &  accpt  Him  as  such. 
He  merely  await  invit  2  cum  in2  ea  hart. 
Pome  let  us  ado-re  Himt  and  let  us  crown  Him, 
KING  Oi!'  K1N&!., ■ : 


Call  Him  Names!   "King" 

Text:  Matthew  2:2, 

Where  id  He  that  is  born  King  of  the  Jews?   Fpr  we  have  seen  His  star  in  the  East 

and    have  come  to  worshipHim. 

Scripture:  Matthew  2:1-15 

A  family  on  a  summer  vacation  tell  of  being  at  the  foothills  of  a  certain  mount- 
ain range.  At  the  level  where  they  began  to  climb  it  was  hot  and  sticky,  and  the 
atmosphere  was  smoggy  and  hazy  with  a  poor  view.   But  as  the  climbed  the  air  be- 
came fresher  and  cooler  with  a  slight  breeze  blowing.   -The  atmosphere  cleared  an  d 
they  were  able  to  see  for  great  distances  on  all  sides.   Had  they  remained  at 
the  foot  of  the  mountains  their  view  would  have  been  limited. 

As  we  think  of  Advent  I  believe  that  it  is  much  like  this  for  each  of  us.   It  is 
a  journey  which  we  take  each  year.  But  if  we  are  merely  content  to  look  about 
us  and  not  journey  to  the  actual  scene  and  become  involved  in  i±s  all  that  is 
taking  place,  we  are  missing  out  on  the  view  that  can  completely  surround  us. 
I  think  this  is  also  true  of  the  accounts  of  the  birth  of  JeHHS  Christ.   We  know 
much  of  the  details  and  most  of  the  stories  but  we  are  not  aaare  of  much  of  the 
background  which  could  make  it  all  so  much  more  meaningful  for  us.  The  story  of 
the  "ise  Men  which  we  read  as  scripture  this  morning  is  a  case  in  point.   We  know 
fairly  vie 11  the  details  of  the  story  and  how  they  came  and  sought  for  this  baby. 
"o  rather  than  dwell  ori  this ,  I  would  like  for  us  to  look  at  their  motive  for 
being  there. 

We  find  this  in  the  2nd  verse  of  the  2nd  chapter  of  Matthew,  if  you  will  turn 
to  this  scripture  please.   The  verse  states,  (read  Mt.  2:2).   These  Wise  Men 
thus  indicated  that  this  was  not  a  mere  baby,  but  was  something  special.   Jo  in 
order  to  understand  this  a  little  better  we  need  to  look  at  two  other  portions 
of  scripture.   I  must  reiterate  what  I  have  stated  the  past  two  weeks  and  to 
say  that  on  this  particular  subject  it  takes  much  more  prophecy  and  scripture 
to  prove  the  Kingship  of  Jesus  Christ,  than  we  can  possibly  quote  in  one  ser- 
mon. °o  we  will  only  be  scratching  the  surface  once  again. 

I  am  going  to  ask  you  to  look  up  two  portions  of  scripture  and  to  maintain  your 
pla"^  with  each  of  them  do  we  can  make  a  few  simple  comparisons ,   The  first 
Scripture  is  the  1st  chapter  of  Matthew  beginning  with  the  1st  verse.   Now  with- 
out losing  your  place  keep  your  finger  there  or  your  bulletin,  or  purse  or  what- 
ever, and  turn  to  the  3rd  chapter  of  Luke  beginning  with  the  23rd  verse. 
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Do  those  of  you  who  I  see  do  not  have  your  Bibles,  I  would  continue  to  urge  you  to 
Drin   ^hera  because  the  sermon  is  not  just  for  the  preacher  to  exercize  his  vocal 
;hords ,  but  for  the  information  of  the  congragation,  and  many  times  this  takes 
;he  form  of  using  the  Word  of  God  to  determine  this. 

Jet  us  first  look  at  Matthews  account.  Matthew  says,  (read  verse  1),  vie   see  that 
ie  starts  by  calling  Jesus  the  son  Of  David,  and  David  as  the  son  of  Abraham.   By 
;his  we  know  that  he  is  going  to  trace  His  origin  from  Abraham  to  David  the  king. 
3ut  now  if  we  turn  to  the  account  in  Luke  at  the  2Jrd  verse  and  there  we  read, 
[read  verse  25).   From  this  Luke  lets  it  be  known  that  JeaHS  is  not  the  real  son 
af  Joseph.   But  we  also  see  that  he  begins  to  trace  Jesus'  origin  from  Joseph  back- 
wards.  Thus  one  big  difference  is  that  Matthew  starts  with  Abraham  and  iarics  works 
Forward,  while  Luke  starts  at  Joseph  and  works  backward.   But  if  we  look  at  the 
58th  verse  of  Luke  we  also  see  that  Luke  traces  His  roots  back  to  Adam,  and  not 
Abraham.  There  are  several  more  big  differences  between  them.   If  we  look  again 
at  M   thetvs  list  we  see  in  verse  5,  Tamar,  who  had  children  to  her  Father-in-law, 
iahab  in  verse  5  who  was  a  prostitute  of  Jericho,  Ruth  in  verse  5  who  was  a 
Foreign  Moabite  woman,  and  Bathsheba  verse  5  who  committed  adultery  with  King 
David.   First  of  all  this  is  the  first  time  in  scriptures  that  women  are  contained 
tn  a  genealogy,  Secondly  it  shows  that  God  oftentimes  makes  use  of  people  who  are 
Df  questionable  character,  and  because  of  thisare  more  committed  to  their  task 
Dnce  they  get  turned  around  xxgki  in  the  right  direction.   Thus  we  see  that  if 
Sod  only  chose  people  who  were  decent  and  of  a  particular  race  none  of  these 
people  would  have  been  included  in  the  list. 

Sow  what  is  being  said  in  these  two  genealogies  is  that  a  covenant  had  been  made 
between  God  and  His  people,  that  through  David  there  would  never  lack  a  man  to 
sit  upon  the  throne  of  David.   This  prophecy   is  to  be  found  in  2  Samuel  7:8-1?. 
(read  vss  12  to  16).  T^is  seed  being  spoken  of  by  God  is  Solomon.  Now  when  we 
undk  jtand  that  Solomon  was  not  promised  a  ps^ni  perpetual  seed,  but  a  continuance 
of  the  throne  we  can  see  that  this  prophecy  came  true.   Israel  had  nine  dynasties, 
and  Judah  had  one.   How  if  we  look  at  the  account  in  Matthew  we  see  that  the  son 
of  David  listed  is  Solomon.   Matthews  genealogical  emphasis  is  upon  Joseph  the 
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foster  father  of  Jesus.   Joseph  was  then  descended  from  oolornon,  r,nd  it  was 
thor  gh  Joseph  His  foster  father  that  the  throne  was  legally  passed  on  to  Jesus. 
Now  when  we  look  at  the  account  again  in  Luke  we  see  in  verse  31  that  the  geneal- 
ogy of  Jesus  is  traced  not  through  oolomon  as  the  son  of  David,  but  through 
Nathan,  another  son  of  David.   Thus  we  see  that  Jesus  was  not  of  Solomons  line 
on  His  mothers  side,  and  it  is  here  that  the  promise  of  the  seed  of  David  cont- 
inuing comes  to  pass,  Jesus  through  the  use  of  Mary  as  His  earthly  mother  is 
the  continuation  of  the  seed  of  David.  But  we  must  also  understand  that  the 
promise  of  a  continual  king  upon  the  throne  was  a  promise  to  be  fulfilled  only 
if  the  people  continued  to  follow  God.   God's  promise  to  them  was  that  they 
would  be  chastized  is  they  disobeyed.   And  ftisobey  they  did.   Thus  as  the  Biblical 
scholar  has  said,  "Only  one  King  has  been  crowned  in  Jerusalem  since  the  captivity 
of  the  Jews,  and  that  one  was  the  thron  crowned  Jesus  of  Nazareth."   But  the 
promise  os  that  He  will  one  day  sit  upon  the  throne  of  His  father  David.  This 
is    come  when  He  comes  again. 

Now  from  all  of  this  we  should  have  a  general  idea  that  Jesus  Christ  was  not 
just  another  baby  born  in  an  already  crowded  area.  He  was  the  promised  King 
of  the  Jews.   The  only  problem  was  that  He  was  not  recognized  as  such,  for  they 
all  looked  for  a  conquering  hero,  and  He  came  in  humbleness  and  humility. 
Our  problem  in  20th  century  America  is  not  so  much  one  of  deciphering  all  of  t  he 
evidence  before  us,  EsxiixisxsHK  because  we  have  the  distinct  advantage  of 
having  the  written  proofs  and  prophecies.   Our  problem  rather,  becomes  one  of 
what  are  we  going  to  do  with  all  of  this.   Do  we  HsSxaniy  accept  Jesus  Christ 
as  the  King  of  King£,  or  is  all  of  this  just  nice  little  stories  and  comfortable 
history  that  makes  nice  listening  on  a  Sunday  morning?   Is  He  something  special 
that  moves  out  hearts  and  •;  otivates  us  to  live  in  a  new  and  different  way  this 
joyous  season  of  the  year?   Does  any  Kxi  of  this  have  an  actual  effect  upon  us. 
We'   if  we  are  like  so  many  other  people  we  should  be  moved  and  motivated  by 
the  love  shown  to  us  by  Almighty  God. 
(Illustration  of  Cecil  3.  DeMille  &  the  Crucifixion  scene) 
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This  is  what  Christmas  is  all  about.   It  involves  the  birth  of  God  on  earth, 
it   volves  the  birth  of  A  Son,  the  Lion  of  God,  and  it  involves  the  birth  of 
a  King.   Yes  all  of  these,  but  it  also  involves  the  birth  of  one  doomed  to  die. 
Doomed  to  die  the  death  of  a  sinner,  who  knew  no  sin.  Next  week  we  will  share 
this  birth  as  the  sacrifice  of  a  Lamb.  But  we  must  never  forget  that  all  of 
the  joy  of  Christmas  is  wrapped  up  in  the  tragedy  of  Good  Friday.   This  was  not 
just  the  joyous  glorious  news  of  the  birth  of  a  baby.   But  it  was  the  grim 
reality  of  a  cross  crowned  hill  called  Calvary,  and  the  thron  crowned  head  of 
a  King.   The  King  of  Kings  and  the  Lord  of  Lords,  who  .Paul  says  every  knew 
shall  one  day  bow  to  and  do  obesiance.   This  is  the  King  I  present  to  you  not 
only  at  Christmas,  but  every  Sunday  of  the  year.   The  King  of  my  heart  and 
what  should  be  the  King  of  your  \    as  well. 

Do  you  know  Him  as  your  King?  If  you  don't,  come  and  accept  Him  as  suetu  He 
is  merely  waiting  for  the  invitation  to  come  into  each  of  our  hearts.   Come 
an<   xLore  Him,  and  let  us  crown  Him,  King  of  Kings. 


Behold,    I   brinK  you  rfiod  tidings    o  :oy,    which 

shall  be  to  all  people.      For  unto  you  is  born  this 
day  in  the   city  of   David  a    ..avior,   which  is   Ohrist 
tYn  Lord,      Slory  to   God  in  the   highest,   and  on  earth 
pi     -e,   KWiJfWt^iSFfttPeHMRCH  Of  CHRIST  Rood  will   toward 

men*  BUTLER.     PENNSYLVANIA 

Fourth  Sunday  in  Advent  December  SI,  1975 

Rev.  Ralph  C,  Link,  Pastor 

Rev.  Jack  Levin,  Guest  Speaker 

Mrs.   Marilvn   Stephenson,   Organist 

Mr.    Ralph  Cooper,    Choir  Director 

Mrs.   Cvnoie   Svbert,    Youth  Choir  Director 

Pattv  BaSehore,   Ricky  Vihroe  -  Acolytes 

Of-OEft   FDR  HOLY    CWWUN10N    I  I  :00  A.M. 

Prelude:  "Adore  ano  Be  Still"  Gounoo 

*Proce33ional  Hymn  Mo.    I  OS   "0  little   town  op  Bethlehem" 
*Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
"Call  To  Worship 
♦Exhortation      (Page   ^2  Hymnal) 
*Gonfessi ON 
•Assurance  of  Pasqow  -  Choral  Amen 

Youth  Choir       "Star   Carol",    "Oh  Hearken  Ye"   -  Burt  Carolb 

Lighting  or  the  Advent  Wreath 

Dedications   of  Gifts 

Announcements 

Offer i hg 

Offertory  "Adohate   Dominum"  Salome 

Anthemi        "At   the  Manser"       Chancel  Choir  - 

Solo  -   Lloyd   Link 

Scripture:  Exodus    IS:    1-lU;     Matthew  26:    17-29 

Sermon:  CALL  HIM  NAMESJ      "LAMB" 

Communion  Hymn  No.     105      'Angels  we   have  heard  on  high" 
*The  Call  to   Communion  -   (Page  33  Hymnal) 
*Euchariqtic  Prayer  -    Institution  -  Agnus   Dei 

Holy   Communion 
•Prayer  of  Thanksgiving 

*Hymn  of   Dedication  No.    120     "Joy  to   the  worldS" 
'Benediction  and  Threefold  Amen 

*P03TLUDE  "POSTLUOE    ON     In    DuLCl      JuBLIo"  MART  I N 

--------  'congregation  standing  --------- 

The  Elders  and  Deacons  will  Serve  Communion  and  will 

also  Usher. 
Elder  and  Mrs.  Robert  Basehore  will  represent  Council 

at  the  door  tooav. 


/^"7/T 


^ 


f^URSERY    WILL    BE     PROVIOED     TODAY     BY    MRS.     MaRGARET     COVERT, 

Mrs.    Martha   Dereweck \  t    Mrs  ,     Isabelce  Hock ens erhy, 

and   Shelly  Hockembehpy. 
^^  Hoapr  tali  zed:     Mrs.    Gilbert  Heginsotham,   Miss  Marie 

DaubenSpeck   ano  Mr.    Ralph  Killean* 
the    attendance   last  sunday  was  £5$. 
^^  We   thank  Mr.   &.  Mrs,    Willaro  Meier  for   the  lovely   hand 

crafted    manser    set    w'h  i  ch   was    presented    to    them    and 

THEY     IN     TURN     ARE     PRESENT  |NG     It     TO    THE    CHURCH    FOR     OUR 

USE, 

^■^    The   lovely   new  music  stand   being   used   today    is   a   gift 
of  Mr.    Edward  Hampton.      He  handcrafted   the  stand   from 
cherry  wood.      the   church    and   the  cholr  would   like   to 
thank  Mr,    Hampton  for  this    beautiful   piece  of  work. 

The  Pastor   and   his   family  want  to   express  their   thanks 
aw   appreciation   to   the    congregation   for  the  carpb 
and  well  wishes   sent   to  them  at  this  time  of   the   year* 
We    extend    our    BEST    WISHES    to    all   of    you   for   a    most 
Blessed   Christmas   and   a   New   Vear  filled  with  God's    love. 

We  l nvite  all  Christ i ans  regardless  of  denomi nation 
to   partake  of  the  lord's   supper  with  ub. 

Please  fill  out  a   Communion  card   so   that   our  Church's 
records  are  accurate.      you  will  find  them   in  the 
receptacle  on   the   back  of   the   pews, 

Pf  VISITORS  WILL  PUT  EITHER  THE  NAME  ANO  ADDRESS  OF 
THEIR  CHURCH  Ol  THEIR  PASTOR1 S  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  ON 
THE     BACK    OF    THE    COMMUNION    CARD,      IT     WILL    BE.    FORWARDED ■ 

You     MAY    TAKE     YOUR    PoiNSETTA     AFTER     THE     II      O1 CLOCK 
SERVICE     TODAY     OR    LEAVE     IT     ANO     IT    WILL    HE    GIVEN    TO     A 
SHUT-IN. 

Next   Sunday    is   the   last   Sunday  of  the    year   and   the 
last  chance  to  make  your   final  commitment   for  the 
year.      The  Church   Treasurer's   socks   close  as  of  Dec 
3ist«    and   everything   after   that   date  »'  i ll  3e  credited 
TO   1975. 
Mcn*    -  7:00  -  Executive  Meeting 
**^p.  Wed,    -    lt:OQ-  Holy   Communion  ano  Candlelight  Service. 

^         Tuntr    WERE     NO     SPECIAL     ENVELOPES    FOR   GREENVILLE    SENT 
~^      TO    US,      HOWEVER    W  I T H     THE    NEWSLETTER     FftOM     GbEENV  I  LLC 

Home  an  envelope  vas  enclosed . 

pu t  yqur  donation  in  for  the  hom e 

rt    AND     V6U    WILL     BE    C<VE'N~^lHlUH.~ 
WILL     BF     PLACED      IN    THE    NaRTHEX    FQR    THIS    USE     ALSO. 


) 


YOU    WAV     PUT     T HEM     IN    THIS    SuNn^y    na     NCXT . 


Seminar  Signup  »JItn  4  laat   dayAtelco-ne   visitors 


.Behold,  I  oring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy, which 
shall  be  to  all  pwople.  For   unto  you  is  bom  this 
day  in  the  city  of  David  a  :javior  whi  is  Christ  the 
L  f..     Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth 

pt^Ce,        3T.    PAUL'S   UNITED   CHURCH   OF  CHRIST    S°°&    Will    to- 
ward  men*  Butler,    Pennsylvania 

Candlelight  Service  Degember  2^,     1975 

Rev.    Ralph   C.    L i nk ,    Pastor 

Mrs.    Eugene  Stephenson,    Organist 

Mr,    Ralph   Cooper,    Ck  oir  Director 

PftTTV     BaSEHqRE,      RlCKY     VlNROE    -    ACOLYTES 

ORDER   FOR  HOLY   COM.1UNI0N    11:00  P.M. 
Prelude:  ,tMusic  of  this  Holy  Night" 

•Processional  Hymn  No-     102      "Hark,    the   herald   angels   sing" 
•Call  to  Worship 

♦Exhortation  -   Page  ^2  Hvmwal 
•Confession  -  Page  3^  Hymnal 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral   Amen 
Anthem  "Bethlehem"  Solo   by   Von  Malonev 

LIGHTING     OF    THE     CHRISTMAS    Wreath 

Christmas   Carol   No.     M2   "0   come,    all   ye   faithful"    (1st   stanza 

Scripture     Luke  2;    I -7 

Christmas   Carol  No.     I  05   "Angels   we  have   he/>rd"    (1st   Stanza) 

Scripture     Luke  2:   &-]k 

Christmas  Carol  No,    1 07   "It  came   upon  the  midnight  clear 

( 1st   Stan?a) 

Scripture   Luke   2:    1 5—20 

Christmas   Carol  No.     MB   "The  first   NomEU.1 

Offer  1 ng 

Offertory:         "Wi  nde   of   a  Holy   Night1' 

Christmas  Carol  No,     120  "Joy  to   the  wqrlc1' 
*The   Call   to  Communion  -  Page  33   Hymnal 
*Tuchari  sti:c  Prayer  -    Institution  -  Agnus   Dei 

HoLy  Communi on 
•Prayer  of   Thanksgiving 

Anthem        "The  Shepherd's    Story*      Squ>   by   Howdy   Bo  lam 

Christmas  Monologue        r,A   Tale  Or   Two   Soldters" 

The   Candleli ght i mg 
♦Candlelight  Carol     No.    101    "Silent  night!" 
•Benediction 

•Threefold  Amen  or  Choral  Benediction 
•Postlude      "LoJ    He  Comes,    An    Infant  Stranger"  Madan 

-------    *CaNGREGAT  I  ON    StANDIN*}    _---_-__    — 

When  receiving  the   light,    TILT  UNLIT  CANDLE?   toward 

,       THE    ONE     THAT     IS     ALREADY     LIT. 


tMl    Lovely   Poinsetta's   on  the   Altar  have  been   placed 

Bt    Mr.    &  Whs*    William    2avackv,    Jr.    tor    "Loved   Ones" 
Mr.   &  Mrs.    William   Zavacky,    Sr.   for  "loved  Ones71 
Dfacon   and  Mrs*    Mike   Nazaruk  will   represent   Council 

at  the   door   tonight. 
The   Elders   and   Deacons   will   serve   Communion   and   also 

Ushfr   this   evening, 
^^^We    invite   all   Christians   regardless   of  denomination 

to   partake  of  the  lord's   supper  with  us. 
Please   fill  out  a  Communion   card   so   that  our  Church's 

records    are   accurate-      you  will  find   them    i.n   the 

receptacle   on   the   back  of   the   pewb. 
If   Visitors   will   put  either  the   name  and    aodress    of 

THEIR    CHURCH     OR    THEIR     PASTORfB     NAME     AND     ApORESE     qN 
THE     9ACK     OF     THE     COMMUNION    CARD,      IT     WILL    6E     FORWARDED. 

Tme   Pastor   and  h  f  3   Family  wishes    all  of   you  a 
)  Blessed   Christmas   and   a   HEALTHY   and    prosperous 

New    Year. 


(1st   Stanza) 

Paxtcn 
(All  Stanza's) 


Chr 
"0   ALMIGHTY    GOD,    w-hq    b 
Jesus  hast  given  us   a 
darkness,    grant,    we 
may   see   li ght   to   the 
upon   us,    we    beseech    t 
Christmas   gift  of  cha 
likeness  of  thy  s0n  m 
we  may  have  the  ever 
life;    through  Jesus    C 
Welcome  visitors/Bible 
on  Jan  1,    read   J  chaps 


STMAS  PpftVER 
Y  THE  BIRTH  OF  THE  HOLY  CHILD 

GREAT  LIGHT  TO  DAk-'N  UPON  OUR 
RAY  THEE,   THAT  IN  HIS  LIGHT  WE 
END  OF  OUR  DAYS;  AND  BESTOW 
KEE,  THAT  MOST  EXCELLENT 
RITV  TO  ALL  MEN,   THAT  So ,   THE 
AY  8E  FORMED  I M  US,   AND  THAT 

RIGHTENiNG  HOPE  OF  EVERLASTING 

hrist  our  LoffD.      Amen.  If 
readings   will  begin  in  Jan. 
etc.     Urge  all  to  do   so. 


J 


» 


Idlers" 

ay  hello  there  SSfe.   .ere  you       ;•  pass  me  by  and  not  speak  to 
old  friend?   Gome  have  a  seat  here  and  we  can  watch  the  passing  crowds 
in       Id  downtown  Jerusalem.  Ah  yes,  I  suppose  it  has  been  quite  a 
while  since  last  I  saw  you,  and  so  many  things  have  happened.   Like  we 
saad  in  the  old  days  in  the  Legion,  JtEs^EEHCKx  "Quite  a  few  Denarii  have 

nds  since  last  we  met,"       «esc '.         have  tine  to  sit 
and  reminisce  for  a  while?  G-ood,  TSMfc.,  I  would  like  to  chat  with  y«  . 

Lid  you  care  to  have  a  bagel  and  some  of  that  good  Persian  tea  they  sell 
K  let's  just  xksce  renew  old  times. 
By  the  way,  is  it  true  that  you  are  in  the  process      iking  up  some 
sort  of  journal  of  recent  events?   I  heard  that  you  were  and  I  was  wonder ; 
if  perhaps  you  would  like  to  hear  my  story  sometime  and  make  some  notes 
of  the  thi:       ave  see      leard.   Well,  I'll 
anc";       in  use  '       u.  see  fit. 

I  suppose  in  order  for  my  story  to  make  ould  start  at  the 

But  actually  there  are  two  stories  you  see,  hut  I  will  begin 
■re  it  all  be  ;an,  right  here  in  Jerusalem.   It  all  started  about  30 
odd  years  ago  on  a  cold  cl  Rich  like  this.   I  was  a  young  Centurion 

wof  about  32-  and  first  chance  to  be  the  c  fficer  of 

?ntury  of  s     rs«  ;ae  ranks  and  had  earned 

my  commission  the  hard  ..  y.   So  you  can  bet  that  I  was  intent  on  ru 
a  well  organized  and  disciplined  company  of  men. 

I  was  making  my  rounds  from  guard  post  t  t    ike  sure  e 

of  -jperly  dressed,  properly  in  posts, 

when  I  the      [  saw  a  great  white  li         i   sky  and  heard  stran 
sounds.   I  questioned  the        in  duty  and  he  said  he  was  fi  -     .ed 
because  h         re  was       to  be  trouble.   Well,  I  determined  to 
find  out  what  this  was  all  about  and  so  leaving  WQ   xx  able        vat 
Centurion  in  c      I  headed  for  t  t  in  the  city  its: 

en  I  arrived  in  the  downtown  area  the  place  was  a  beehive  of 
;ivity«   People  were  hurr,  L       scurrying  here       ere,  the  town 
ive  with  people,   ho  one  seemed  to  have  noticed  anything  out  of  the 
ordinary  and  most  of  them  could  have  cared  less.   The  Tribune  in  ch- 
of  the  Post  had  heard  nothing  and  advised  a  with  the 

,;d  to  see  if  I  could  .   I  made  my  way  to 

:  e  Jerusi  in  for  a  bit  of  wine,  when  I  n 

into  one  of  my  f  or ions  who  had  been  with         ■  northern 

ion,  and  so  we  headed  for  th  :r. 
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11,  you  lace  to  _  .oil  that  .-/as 

going  on  in  there.   The  service  was  never       od  even  in  had  tines 

and  so  it  was  ranch  worse  this  night.   I  finally  m     1  to  get  to      be  the 

Innkeeper  and        his  usual  friendly  self.   He  almost  grunted  when  I 

Lm«  told  him  I  was  on  official  "business  and  had  to 

make  a  report  to  .      i.bune,  and  it  would  go  hard  for  anyone  refusi 
to  ;ive  information  to  a  member  of  the  Legion,  lie  chsu      Ls  tune  in 
short  order.  He  told  me  that  there  had  been  some  talk  of  a  king  coming  to 
town  very  shortly  and  he  was  hoping  this  fool  census  was  over  so  he  could 
vide  the  royal  suite  for  this  visit.   He  told  of  his  Inn  being  so  full 
.ad  even  given  his  stable  to  some  weary  people  from  Nazareth.   Of 
course  he     '   tell  how  he  must  have  given  them  a  special  price  for 
these  excellent  lodgings,  if  you  know  what  I  me-  . 

But  after  about  an  hour  of  this  patronizing  talk  and  a  few  glasses 
of  his  very  best  cheap  wine,  I  decided  I  better  seek  another  source  of 
information.   Sa  I  wandered  around  town  that  night  for  a  while  until  I 
happened  to  meet  some  very  excited  shepeherds  running  up  and  down  the 
street  and  speaking  to  anyone  who  would  listen.   Well  I  ^ifHtaVsiii  collared 
one  and  tried  to  get  the  information  out  of  him.   But  all  I  got  was  a 
lot  of  mixo      :  ilk  about  some  sort  of  Baby   i  -  ,  and  a  follower  of  the 
'throne  of  David  and  some  other  silly  talk.   Finally  I  was  able  to  get  him 
£o  tell  where  I     t  find  this  Junior   .   ,  and  he       it  the  rear  of 
the  Inn, 

I  hurried  over  there  and  sure  enough  inside  I  found  a  mother  and 
;  er  and  a  little  haby  sleeping  in  t"      :er.   Of  course  thase  people 
were  the  special  tenants  of  the  IIILkeeper.   I  chuckled  to  myself  as  I 
thought  of  how  furious  the  Innkeeper  would  be  when  he  found  out  this 
baby  was  the  Kiag  he  wa3  hearing  about.   I  listened  to  some  more  of 
the  silly  talk  about  angels  singing  an      :  bright  lights  in  the  a 
and  chalked  it  up  to  too  much  wine  and  as  active  imagination/* 

I  stopped  off  at  the  Legion  Post  a      irted  to  the  Tribune  and 
then  went  back  to  my  company  outside  of  Jerusalem.   [The  next  day  we  re- 
ceived marching  orders  and  so  we  left  Jerusalem  and  headed  back         . 
,'iiile  we  were  there  we  heard  of  the  orders  of  Ling  Herod  to  kill   off 
all  the  small  babies  in  Jerusalem  and  the  surrounding  territory.   I 
often  wondered  if  that  baby  I  saw  was  killed  or  not.   3ut  no  matter  I 
thought,  after  all  he  was  only  another  mouth  to  feed  In  an  already 
■overcrowded  city. 

My  life  was  pretty  routine  serving  there,  and  from  time  to  time 
I  had  a  new  set  of  orders  that  took  me  to  many  parts  of  the  Empire. 
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last  tour  of  duty  was  in  Rome  serving  as  the  commander  of 
personal  bodyguard  of  the  Emperor.   This  was  the  greatest  honor  ever  be- 
stowed upon  me,  until,  but  that  is  a  part  of  that  other  story.   jell 
anyhow,  I  was  ordered  back  to  Jerusale  .    ien  I  came  back  I  kept  hearing  xfcn 
stories  about  a  faith  healer  of  some  sort.   People  were  all  talking  about 
him  and  I  couldn't  help  but  wonder  what  sort  of  fellow  he  was.   In  fact  I 
heard  so  many  wonderful  things  about  him  that  I  couldn't  help  but  want  to 
meet  him. 

And  strangely  enough  I  did,  but  under  very  odd  circumstances,   I  was 
traveling  through  fiapernaum  to  inspect  one  of  our  garrisons  there  and  I 
was  wal  .9  road  in  deep  thought  when  I  thought  I  heard  the 

sound  of  a  large  throng  coming  toward    .     mind  was  on  my  servant  who 
had  recently  become  paralyzed,  and  as  I  rounded  a  bend  in  the  xm:  road 
there  was  this  str       --thering.   I  said  strange,  because  it       leup 
mostly  of  people  who  were  crippled,  or  deformed  or  ill,  or  afflicted  in 
some  way.   In  the  very  center  of  this  mob  was  a  man  who  was  talking  to 
them  and  he  seemed  to  be  trying  to  help  them.   Well,  I  asked  a  lame  man 

i  ;  on  and  he  informed  me  this  was  that  Jesus 
.1,   ince  I  was  concerned  about  my  servant,  and  since  I 
_--eally  wanted  to  take  him  at  his  word,  I  shoved  my  way  through  the 
crowd  and  finally  found  myself  standing  in  front  of  him.   He  looked  at 
me  rather  friendly  .and  I  asked  aim  if  he  would  heal  m; 

He  said  he  would  come  as  soon  as  he  was  finished  jzees  there,  and  I  told 
it  was  not  necessary  since  he  could  just  give  the  word  as  I  did  and 

it  would  be  done.         sd  to  think  my  remark  was  rather  unique  and 
pre  JeA^^r    y*3  fr&A*>&o 

told  me  -i-t  <waa  bo.   ..ell,  imagine  my  real  shock  when  I  returned  horns  and 

found  my  servant  supper  and  as  healthy  as  he  had  ever  bee:  . 

./ell  time  seemed  to  fly  rather  quickly  for  the  next  few  years  and 
then  I  was  summoned  to  the  palace  of  Pontius  Pilate.   I  had  grave  misgiv- 

s  about  that  summons  since  it  usually  meant  being  in  charge  of  the 

execution  squad.   I  reported  to  him  on  the  chosen  day,  hc_       ainst 

I  was  to  be  his  personal  court  officer,  but  alas  it 

was  to  command  a  special  execution  to  be  irt  of  the 

Fassover.   Naturally  he  told  me  it  was  an  honor  given  to  me  since  I  \ 

best  officer  suited  for  the     .   How  I  lea  meat  but 

not  half  as  much  as  I  did  much  later  I  . 

made  the  nesessai  ents  for  the  two  executions  and  they 

were  to  take  place  the  next  clay,  mmmrt,  I  was  awakened  in  t       le  of  the 
night  by  a  report  that  there  would  most  likely  be  a  third  execution  next 
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day.  -d  to  the  Palace  of  Pilate  and 

lie  personally  briefed  me  en         to  take  lace  and  liow  it  was  to  "be 
jne , 

Jell  to  make  a  long;  story  short  and  one  which  you  know,  this  Jesus 
was  brought  before  Pilate  and  aftc     Late  unsuccessfully  tried  to  have 

,  was  s       1  to  death  by  Pilate  and  led  away  by  i       Is. 
■  . .  ie  the  part  that  :  aost,  the  vigil  at  the  execution  site 

that  the  Oenturion  in  charge  must  keep.   I  stood  there  and  observed  jjkxx 
these  criminals  dying  by  inches  and  the        saw  of  this  Jesus  the  acre 

ived  that  he  vi         V     ■?.   than 
to  say  words  of  heal"'-    !   ■  ■   ii   — i — • 

around  the  ninth  hour,  tic**?       Ttif    *J*f«-   .  7>*  -    ^*  Xfr**.r»&    &**.& 
n  came  and  claimed  the  body  and  I  mounted  a  guard  aroun 
.  3  cases.   I  even  personally  oversaw  the 

of  th       as  ordered  by  lilate.   I  never      Lin  so  nervous  about 
a  criminal  before.   'The  next  morning  I  went  to  the  tomb  to 
back  to  the  barrack::  ;he  tomb  was  open  and  empty, 

LI  naturally  I  informed  them  that  heads  would  roll  for  this  dereliction 
Luty.   I  assumed  they  had  been  celebrating  with  a  few  bottles  of  the 
^local  brew,  and  so  I  resolved  to  court  martial  the  lot  of  them. 

But  as  I  began  an  investigation  into  the  matter,  I  learned  that  they 
had       xl  at  t      >sts  and  all  told  the  same  strange  story.  |(lfcll 
I  was  called  away  to  another  assignment  and  so  the  case  I  was  preparing 

Last  the  soldiers  involved  was  dismissed  on  the  grounds  of  insufficient 
evidence.  SAt^S- 

-•■■■!   comes  the  best  part*   In  my  travels  I  happened  to  run  accross 
i.i i   r  „  1 1 m '  i  i#j|;ijjiM_m^.  a  fellow  named  Feter.  Remember  him?  I'm  sure 
you  do,  he  was  the  hi  -aid  he  was  going  to  do  so  much  to 

protect  your  friend  Jesus  and  all  of  that  otherr       .    ell  it  so  happened 

;  as  I  was  abor      uties  in  a  certain  section  of  Jerusalem,  he  and 
I  bumped  into  each  other.   We  fell  into  Conversation  and  I  remarked  that 
I  had  been  at  the  execution  of  his  friend  and  he  wanted  to  know  all  about 
it.   Then  he  started  to  tell  me  that  he  had  seen  and  talked  and  been 
with  this  Jesus  just  a  few  days  before. 

n  I  expressed  disbelief  that  someone  could  come  back  from  the 
dead,  he  promised  to  let  me  meet  him  personally.  Well  I'll  tell  you  I 
/as  not  prepared  for  the  shock  I  received  when  the  very  next  day  I  saw 
him  walkin  disciples  by  the  seashore.   3o  I  talked 

with  him  and  he  told  me  all  about  G-od  and  how  he  had  died  and  risen  to 
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give  men  salvation,  and.  eternal  life.   Gaius ,  the  strangest  thing  happened,  right 

then  and  there,  I  accepted  this  Jesus  Christ  as  my  Saviour,  and  I  promised  I 

woind  serve  Him  as  long  as  I  lived.   And  so  I  quit  the  Ionian  army,  and  I  went  to 

India  with  Thomas  to  serve  as  a  missionary  of  Jesus  the  Christ.   Yes  Gaius,  Me, 

Cornelius,  the  pride  of  the  Roman  army,  a  real  live        If  you  care  to  join 

me  tomorrow  I  am  going  to  meet  Peter  and  we  are  going  to  make  some  more  plans 

to  go  off  in  some  new  areas  to  seek  converts.   So  if  you  want  to  write  about  me 

just  put  me  down  as  an  ex-soldier  who  led  two  lives.   Well,  I  suppose  we  must 

say  good  night  Gaius,  wo  we  can  each  get  some  rest.   But  I'll  see  you  in  the 

morning,  and  the  offer  about  meeting  i  eter  still  goes.   ;/ho  knows,  perhaps  you 

may  even  become  a  Christian  and  desert  the  itoman  Army  even  as  I  did. 
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Mr.    Ralph  Cooper,    ChqIR  Director 
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ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  t I :00  A.M, 
Prelude:     "Sujte  for  Christmas" 
Please  remain  Silent  during  Organ  Chimes 
■Processional  Hymn  No,  JOU  "Angelb,  from  the  realms 

of  gldrv" 
*Asckiption  —  Choral  Amen 
*exhortation 
*Cqnfession  (In  Unison)  "0  Goo,  who  puttebt  into  our 

HEARTS     SUCH    DEEP    PEEIFjeS     THAT    *£    CANNOT     BE     AT     PEACE 
UMTJL    V'E     REST     IN    THEEl        MERCIFULLY     GRANT     THAT     THE 
LONGING     OF     OUR    SQULS     MAY     NOT    GO    UNSATISFIED     BECAUSE 
OF     ANY    UNRIGHTEOUSNESS    OF    LIFE    THAT     MAV     BEPERATE    US 
FROM    THEE,        OPEN    OUR    MINDS     TO     THE     COUNSELS     OF     ETERNAL 
WISDOM;     BREATHE     INTO     OUR    SOULS    THE    PEACE    WHICH    PA6SETH 
UNDERSTAND ING.         LET    OUR    HUNGER     ANO     THIRST     BE     FOR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS,      THAT    WE    MAY    BE    FILLED    WITH     THE     BREAD    OF 
HEAVEN.        0    Lord,     GIVE    US    GRACE    TO    SEEK     FIRST    THY 
KINGDOM?     ANO    WE     KNOW    THAT     THOU    WJLT     ADO     UNTO     UB     ALL 
TH  f  MQ3     NEEDFUL.         AMEN.lr 

"Kyrie  (Choir,    Congregation  and  Pa3tor 

*ASSUPANCE  OF  PaRDQN  -  CHORAL  AMEN 

*Praibe 

•Pastors   '0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

*PEOPLe:        ANQ    OUR    MOUTH    SHALL   SHOV"    forth     tmv     PRAISE 

"Dokology   No.  55' 
Scripture  Lesson;       Daniel  2:  19_3^ 
Hymn  No,  If2   "0  come,  all  ye  faithful11 
"Affirmation  of  our  Faith    (Apostles1  Creed) 
'Gloria  Patri 
■Call  to  Prayer 

•Pastors  The  Lord  be  with  you. 

•People!   And  with  thy  spirit. 

•PABToRi   Let  us  Pray, 
^Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 


Offering 

Offertory  The   Ljttle   Shepherd"  Debussy 

Requiem  Observance 
Hymn  No*    ^IB  "For  all  the  saints  who   from  their   labors 

rest" 
Anthem:  n0  Holy   Night"  Solo  -  Richard  SartqN 

Sermon:  "YEAR  END  CLEARANCE.'  ■ 

Prayer  and    Lord's   Prayer 
•Hymn  of   Dedication  No,     120  "Joy  to   the  world)" 
*8ened iction  and   Three  Fold   Amen 
Organ   PqStludej  "Sicilian  Mariner's  Hymn" 

-------  "Congregation   Standing  -  —  —  ——-.—- 

The   Lovely   Flowers  on  the  Altar  have   seen   placed    sy 
Mrs,    Bern  ice   Nj cholas    in   loving  memory  of  "Husband" 
Raymond  Nicholas. 
Serving   as   Ushers   today   are;    *D<jn   Kingsley*    Daryl  Tait, 

John   Dreher,    Richard  Mangel. 
Mr.    &  Mrs,    Robert   Dellen  will  se   the  Greeters    at   the 
door  today, 

THE  ATTENDANCE  LAST  SUNDAY  -  275 1  CHRISTMAS  Eve . -    272. 

Nursery   will   be   provided  today   bye      Virginia  Mangel, 

Doris   Zavackv,    and  Karen   Kennedy. 
MEMBERS  AND  FRIENDS  WHO  HAVE   DEPARTED  ST.    PAUL'S-    1 975. 

Mrs.  Margaret   E.    Baloauf 
Mr.   Paul  D,   Watt    (Friend) 
Mr.   Harry  R,    Peters   (Friend) 
Mr.    Donald   L,    Grossman   (Fn l end) 
Mr,    William  C.    Johnston    (Friend) 
Mr.    James   C.    Gray    (Friend) 
Mr.    Herman  A.    Custead 
Katherine  M,    Wen?el   (Friend) 
Katherine   A,    Raisley  Rqpele   (Friend) 
Mr.    &  Mrs,    Geqrse   J.    ZtER    (Friends) 
Mr.    Donalo   A.    McKnjght    (Frjend) 
Financial  Secretary's    Books  will  close   as   op   Dec.    3'» 
l  9  75 1.    anv  monies   given  after   that   date   will   se 
credited  to    \3]€. 

ALL  ORGANIZATIONS  SHOULD  HAVE  REPORTS  !N  for  yearbook 

as  soon  as  possible* 
Flowers  for  the  Altar  open;  Jan.  II,  1 8,  25  -  please 
-^^  leave  Bea  Tait  know  if  you  would  like  to  have  a  Sunday. 
— ^Hqbpitali  ?ed  -  Mrs.  Emma  Heginbotham 


*-F7  n 
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"Year  End  Clearance!" 
Texts:  2  Tim.  4:2,   Dan.  2:20-22 

*>are  merchants  this  time  of  yr  &  Yr  End  Clear. 
us:  Aft  Xaas  Clear,  B4  Xraas  25?^  off 
Good  idea  2  clear  etc  &  need  in  church  as  well 
EXEGETE  Daniel 

Basics  in  this  story: 
1st:  75  &  wat  dun, remain  time, place  hands  G 

2nd:  B  aware  G  desire  4  us: 
Read  Dan.  21-22, 
P  say  2  Tim  4:2 
this  must  do  Se  clear  livs  of  leftover  75 
Remov  neg  think:  I  Can't, Never  work, Try  B4  &  no  worl 
or  pre-conceiv  idea  QOOtE  Wat  Rftlig  Real  Is 
&  dwngrad  wat  do  this  ch  Bcuz  nev  dun  B4, 
thus  imply  wat  dun  B4  wat  G  want  dun  here 
Need  prep  selvs  4  76 
Xmas  over  &  compar  reg  mems  with  nominal 
Aft  Xmas  Easter  must  speak  2  reg,  depend  members 
U  R  nucleus  2  work  with 
74  reorganize:  75  repair  bldg:  76  look  nu  things 
prob  difficult  decisions  2  mak  as  well 
Some  2  B  ask  serv  &  B  leaders,  pray  4  pos  response 
All  2  B  ask  to  look  personal  giving, time, money  etc 
Wat  decis  reach  affect  all  us, involve  all  us 

Old  arguments  "SERVED  MY  TIME,  LET  SUM  1  ELSE  DO  IT 

not  valid:  18-80,  if  served  UR  DED 
If  U  unwill  2  serv  Ch  Js  Xp,&  liv  up  2B  Xpian, 
t.  .1  U  join  wrong  ch 

We  all  must  work, respond  &,   mak  Yr  End  Clearnace  if 
2  gro  individ  &  collect  as  Xpian  this  ch  Js  Xp 

P  words  as  Motto  76,  B  DILIG  IN  SEAS, OUT  SEAS. 

Need  2  B  all  us,  all  ourselvs  engage  in  Yr  End  Clea: 
May  G  giv  courage  2  look  in ward, outward, upward  76 


"Year  End  Clearance!" 

Text:  2  Timothy  4:2,  "Preach  the  word;  be  diligent  in  season,  out  of  season; 
reprove,  rebuke,  exhort  with  all  ong-suffering  and  doctrine." 

i^.iiel  2:29-22,  "Daniel  answered  and  said,  'blessed  be  the  name  of  God  forever 
and  ever;  for  wisdom  and  might  are  His,  and  He  chageth  the  times  and  the  seasons 
He  removeth  kings,  and  setteth  up  kings;  He  giveth  wisdnril  unto  the  wise,  and 
knowledge  to  those  who  know  understanding;  He  revealeth  the  deep  and  secret 
things;  He  knoweth  what  is  in  the  darkness,  and  the  light  dwelleth  with  Him.1" 

It  is  at  this  time  of  the  year  that  merchants  KXSXXXHixig  <gg££&gl&£   and  store- 
owners  are  beginning  to  take  a  look  toward  the  new  year.   Clearance  sales  are 
now  being  gorpKK  prepared  in  many  stores  and  will  continue  into  the  new  year. 
I  was  amused  about  a  week  before  Christmas  when  I  was  in  a  certain  discount 

store  in  Pittsburgh,  and  the  clerk  on  the  loudspeaker  kept  telling  of  an 

with  up  to  25#  off 
after  Christmas  sale,  before  Christmas^ on  all  Christmas  decorations.   This  to 

me  is  the  height  of  ridiculous  marketing. 

But  as  we  look  at  the  Year  End  Clearance  gain  being  conducted  in  business  at 

this  time  of  the  year,  we  must  acknowledge  that  it  is  not  a  bad  idea  basically. 

It  gives  the  merchant  an  opportunity  to  dispose  of  excess  merchandise  trhich 

_ald  very  easily  cost  quite  a  sum  of  money  to  store  or  maintain  until  hhxS 

the  appropriate  seasons  of  the  next  year.   Taking  a  note  from  business  then, 

it  would  be  a  good  idea  if  we  in  the  Church  took  this  opportunity  at  the  end 

of  each  year,  to  make  a  clearance  in  our  lives  and  in  the  church. 

In  our  scripture  for  this  morning  we  read  of  an  example  of  what  I  am  striving 

to  relate  in  this  matter  in  a  rather  uniques  way.  If  we  look  at  this  2nd 

chapter  at  the  beginning  we  see  that  the  king  had  n   dream  and  he  wanted  it 

interpreted.   Now  this  would  not  have  proved  so  difficult  for  his  magicians 

and  sorcerers,  and  prophets,  and  astrologers,  had  they  had  some  facts  to  work 

with.  Almost  any  of  them  could  have  come  up  with  some  half  baked  interpretatioi 

if  they  had  a  dream  given  to  them  as  was  done  most  of  the  time.   But  in  this 

case  the  king  had  a  dream,  and  was  awakened  from  it,  and  could  not  remember 

what  the  dream  was.   In  all  probability  it  was  a  frightening  nightmare,  and 

was  disturbed  by  not  knowing  what  it  meant.   We  must  understand  that  at 

this  time,  f^reat  stress  was  laid  upon  flreams  and  their  interpretation. 

So  when  the  interpreters  of  dreams  and  visions  were  all  summoned  before  the 
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king  to  interpret  his  dream,  their  first  question  to  him  was,  "what  did.  you 

sam?"   A  logical  question,  because  how  else  could  they  tell  him  what  it 
mwBanix  meant  if  they  did  not  have  the  dream  itself.  But  King  Nebuchadnezzar 
being  greatly  disturbed  by  this  nightmare,  was  not  in  a  proper  frame  of  minfl 
to  be  questioned  about  it.   He  believed  that  his  wise  men,  employed  in  the 
court  to  foretell  and  predict  future  events,  should  be  able  to  interpret  a 
dream,  even  if  they  did  not  know  what  it  was.   So  he  promised  them  the  only 
thing  an  angry  king  could  promise,  if  they  were  unable  to  deliver  the  goods. 
And  that  was  death.   But  not  just  a  common  death  of  being  executed,  but  of 
being  cut  in  little  pieces,  and  their  houses  and  property  destroyed  and  their 
families  along  with  it.   Very  severe  measures  for  not  predicting  something  to 
say  the  least.   But,  the  king  was  in  no  mood  to  be  trifled  with.   But  on  the 
other  hand  he  promised  them  great  honors  and  wealth  if  they  were  able  to  tell 
him  what  it  all  meant. 

e  wise  hired  help  of  the  king  could  only  stand  back  and  admit  that  they 
were  unable  to  do  so.   The  king  thinking  the  worst  in  this  situation  accused 
them  of  wanting  whatever  it  was  to  befall  him,  and  thus  while  they  stalled  for 
time  the  time  for  its  happening  would  come  to  pass.   The  king  continued  to 
press::them  for  an  answer,  but  they  assured  him  there  was  not  a  person  alive  who 
could  deliver  what  he  asked.  They  pleaded  their  cause  before  him,  but  he 
would  not  listen.   1$  fact,  he  became  so  angry  that  he  ordered  that  these 
men  should  be  arrested,  and  all  others  in  the  kingdom  rounded  up  and  executed. 
So  Daniel  and  his  Jewish  friends  who  were  among  the  wisest  men  in  the  kingdom, 
were  arrested  with  the  others. 

But  Daniel  px  asked  the  king's  executioner  to  give  them  all  a  little  more  time 
to  delve  into  this  unknown  dream  of  the  king,  and  he  requested  an  audience  fee- 
for  the  king.   Daniel  asked  the  knig  for  an  extension  of  time  and  the  king 

anted  their  request.   So  Daniel  and  his  companions,  Hananiah,  Miahael,  and 
Azariah  took  the  matter  before  God  in  prayer.   Then  God  gave  Daniel  a  vision 
of  the  dream  which  the  king  had  dr  ^amed.   It  is  then  that  we  read  of  the 
thanks  which  Daniel  rendered  to  god  for  this  help,  (vss  20  -  22) „   Aftervthis 
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Daniel  again  goes  to  the  executioner  and  requests  an  audience  with  the  king  in 
orf   •  to  interpret  the  dream.   He  tells  the  king  that  no  earthly  person  is  capa- 
ble of  interpeting  such  things,  but  that  God  will  reveal  such  things  to  men  who 
turn  to  Him*   Thus  we  see  that  .Daniel  had  co  te  to  the  place  where  he  had  to 
make  a  decision.  For  him  it  the  end  of  his  life  if  he  was  unable  to  determine 
the  kings  dream.   But  he  placed  everything  in  God's  hands,  and  God  supplied  his 
need. 

I  believe  that  in  this  story  we  can  see  some  very  basic  things  for  each  of  our 
lives.   First,  I  believe  that  we  can  see  that  this  year  is  just  about  at  an  end. 
The  only  factor  now  is  the  clock.   We  have  just  about  reached  the  end  of  1975* 
and  all  of  those  plans  and  hopes  and  ambitions  for  this  year  which  have  not  been 
fulfilled,  are  just  that,  plans,  hopes,  and  ambitions.   It  is  too  late  fcBxfexan 
baakxtiMK  to  undo  what  has  been  done.   This  is  the  utter  futility  of  life,  to 
stand  helplessly  by  and  to  want  to  do  something  over  again.   But  the  only  thing 
wf   an  do  is  to  place  everything  in  the  hands  of  God  as  Daniel  did,  and  entrust 
the  coming  year  to  Him.   V/e  must  let  Him  lead  us  and  guide  us,  and  show  us  what 
He  chooses  to  reveal. 

But  then  v/e  too  must  be  aware  of  what  God  wants  and  desires  from  us.   Daniel 
saidij  vss  21-22,  read.   He  sets  the  seasons  in  motion.   One  follows  the  other 
without  fail.   Kings  come,  and  kings  go.   People  receive  knowledge  and  wisdom 
from  God  when  we  know  how  to  come  to  Him  for  these  blessings.   He  opens  the 
secrets  of  life  when  we  seek  for  them,  and  the  dark  becomes  light  through  His 
guidance.  Haul  sums  a  portion  of  this  up  in  his  2nd  letter  to  Timothy  in  the 
4th  chapter  and  the  2nd  verse  when  he  says,  "Preach  the  word;  be  diligent  in 
season,  out  of  season;  reprove,  rebuke,  exhort  with  all  long-suffering  and 
doctrine."   He  was  urging  believers  to  be  constant  in  living  the  Christian  life. 
He  was  telling  them  that  it  was  not  ax  just  a  one  day  a  week  task. 

eed  to  clear  out  of  our  lives,  and  out  of  this  church  the  left  overs  from 
1975  that  have  remained  behind,  and  seem  to  remain  behind  at  the  end  of  each 
year.   By  this  I  mean  those  left  overs  that  speak  of  negative  views  and  think- 


ing  of  "I  can't,"  or  "it  will  never  work,"  or,  "we  tried  that  before  and  it 
r"   i't  work."  Or  still  worse  those  pre-conceived  ideas  of  -Juote,  "'rfhat  religion 
really  is,"  and  then  we  go  on  to  downgrade  whatever  we  do  in  this  church  he- 
cause  it  was  never  done  hef ore ,  thus  implying  that  all  that  was  done  in  this 
church  in  the  past  was  completely  according  to  what  God  wanted  done  here. 
We  need  to  prepare  ourselves  for  thedays  of  decision  which  1976  will  bring. 
I  am  sure  that  most  of  you  are  aware  that  Christmas  is  over.   If  you  aren't 
quite  sure  yet,  just  take  a  look  around  you  this  morning  and  you  will  note 
that  you  did  not  have  to  fight  for  your  regular  seat  that  you  normally  sit  in 
all  year.   This  has  been  brought  about  by  the  plain  and  simple  fact  that  some 
of  our  members,  (and  I  use  that  term  loosely),  have  made  their  Christmaa,  have 
taken  their  Communion,  and  are  now  members  in  good  standing,  probably  never  to 
be  seen  again  until  next  Christmas.  Or  possibly  on  Easter  if  they  can  see 
their  way  olear. 

£   usually  the  Sunday  following  Christmas  or  Easter,  when  we  get  back  to  the 
regular  routine  of  using  the  sermon  for  the  education  and  instruction  of  the 
congregation,  we  are  speaking  once  again  to  the  same  old  regulars  who  come  r„air 
or  shine,  winter  or  summer,  Advent  or  lent,  0*0  if  no  one  else  ever  mentions  it 
to  you,  I  would  like  to  say  that  the  preacher  appreciates  your  concern  for  the 
church,  xn±  all  the  time,  and  not  just  at  Christmas  and  Saster.   But  it  is  to 
you  people  that  we  must  address  our  remarks  concerning  our  needs.  The  past 
several  years  have  been  years  of  transition  for  St.  Paul's,   Vie  began  1974  with 
an  almost  complete  re-organization  of  the  Church  Council.   It  was  at  this  time 
that  we  worked  to  have  the  selected  committees  do  their  jobs  by  making  recommenc 
ations  and  bringing  them  to  Council  for  approval  instead  of  Council  making  all 
of  the  decisions.   jfexsraxxxixl*isxpH±M*xiEhatxSayxgHXKxixxtKpp«±xiiixtaxfeKEHjra 
tiiExpEEaiiiBstxHfxtfeKxEfenrEKhxxxkxyxfeHHBtiaixtksx^Hfe  Then  iastxya  this  past  year 

sought  to  renovate  the  exterior  of  our  building  to  make  it  waterproof  and 
more  beautiful  by  exterior  cleaning.   These  have  been  hard  decisions  to  make, 
and  we  have  had  to  look  at  this  church  in  a  new  way.   Now  this  coming  year  we 
we  will  be  looking  at  still  other  things  of  importance  and  I  am  asking  each  of 
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you  to  look  at  your  membership  in  St.  Paul's  in  a  different  light.   For  the  most 

you  are  the  nucleus  that  makes  things  go,  and  it  is  from  your  ranks  that 
we  must  produce  the  leaders  and  helpers  that  will  continue  to  make  this  the 
church  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Some  of  you  will  be  asked  to  serve  on  committees  and  to  assume  leadership  roles, 
I  pray  that  you  will  respond  positively.  All  of  us  will  be  asked  to  look  at 
our  personal  giving  to  the  Lord.   Whatever  decisions  we  reach  in  1975  will 
effect  all  of  us,  some  directly  and  others  indirectly.   But  basically,  it  will 
involve  each  of  us,   I  have  heard  all  of  the  old  familiar  arguments  of  "I  have 
served  my  time  and  it  is  time  others  took  over,"   Sekx  There  is  not  one  person 
here  this  morning  who  can  make  this  statement,  and  I  don't  care  if  you  are  18 
or  80,   If  you  feel  that  you  have  served  your  time,  then  I  believe  we  better  go 
to  the  office  and  call  Thompson  Miller  and  have  them  bring  a  box  over  for  you 
right  away,  because  only  ite&XB  dead  people  have  completed  life.  If  you  are  un- 
w   ling  to  serve  in  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  live  up  to  being  what  is 
involved  in  being  a  Christian,  then  I  think  you  have  .joined  the  wrong  church. 
There  are  tasks  and  jobs  for  all  of  us,  and  there  are  obligations  and  responsib- 
ilities for  each  of  us,  and  it  is  high  time  that  we  sorted  out  our  lives  and 
made  a  "Year  End  Clearance"of  those  things  which  are  keeping  us  from  growing 
individulally  and  collectively  as  Christians  in  this  church  of  Jesus  Christ. 
We  need  to  adopt  the  words  of  the  Apostle  Paul  for  our  motto  for  1976.  Be 
diligent  in  season,  and  out  of  season.   Rot  just  because  it  happens  to  be  the 
time  of  year  that  gives  us  a  certain  glow  or  spirit.   But  each  day,  every  day, 
all  year.  And  we  can  only  accomplish  all  of  this  if  we  are  willing  to  commit 
our  complete  selvesxto  the  service  of  Jesus  Christ.   It  can't  be  halfway  mea- 
sures, and  only  so  far  and  then  stop.   It  must  be  our  complete  selves.   Our 
very  lives.   aekKHpcacH±xSHi^xtkKH  This  is  the  kind  of  "Year  End  Clearance"  we 
n   i  to  engage  in,  except  it  should  be  done  almost  daily  and  not  just  at  the 
end  of  each  year.   May  God  give  each  of  us  the  courage  to  look  inward,  to  look 
outward,  and  most  of  ail  to  look  upward  in  1976. 


